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C  A  P  T  A  I  i^ 

C  O  O  K's 

VOYAGE 

ROUND     THE     WORLD. 

In   176S,   1769,   1770  and  1771. 

THE  fliort  intercoufe  which  the  Englifh 
gentlemen  had  with  the  inhabitants  of 
New  Holland,  prevented  them  from  obtaining 
fo  perfed  a  knowledge  of  the  language  of 
thefe  people  as  could  have  been  wifhed  •,  but,  as 
it  is  an  objed  too  curious  to  be  pafled  over  in 
filence,  we  fliall  give  our  readers  the  mcft 
particular  account  that  could  be  procured. 
They  articulated  their  words  very  diftindlly, 
though  they  made  a  great  morion  wich  tlieir 
lips  when  they  Vy'ere  Ipeaking,  and  their  ut- 
terance was  rather  vociferous,  particularly  when 
they  intended  to  flicw  their  diiapprobation  of 
any  thing.  When  they  v/ere  pleafed,  they 
would  manifeft  their  fatisfadion  by  faying  hee, 
with  a  long  flexion  of  the  voice,  in  a  loud  and 
fhril  tone.  They  frequently  repeated  the  word 
tut,  when  in  company  with  the  Englifh,  feveral 
times  together,  which  was  fuppofed  to  be  an 
expreffion  of  aftonilhment  and  admiration  ; 
upon  the  whole,  their  language  was  neither  harfh 
nor  inharmonious,  as  will  appear  from  the  fol- 
lowing vocabulary, 
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A  Vocabulary  of  the  language  of  the  inha^ 
bitants  of  New  Holland. 


Wageegee, 

Eiyamoac, 

Moree, 

Walloo, 

Peete, 

Meul, 

Garbar, 

Melea, 

BonjoOy 

Yembe, 

Mulerc, 

Unjar, 

Tacal, 

Waller, 

Doomboo, 

Morcol, 

Coyor, 

Gippa, 

Mocoo, 

Aco, 

Mangal, 

Eboorbalga, 

Nakil, 

Pongo, 

Pcegoorgaj 

Edamal, 

Koike, 

Bamma, 


The  head. 

The  crown  of  the  head. 

The  hair  of  the  head. 

The  temples. 

The  forehead. 

The  eyes. 

The  eye-hrows. 

The  ears. 

The  nofe. 

The  lips. 

The  teeth. 

The  tongue,. 

The  chin» 

The  beard. 

The  neck. 

The  throat. 

The  hreajl. 

The  belly. 

The  back. 

The  arms. 

The  hands. 

The  thumb. 

The  little  finger. 

The  knees. 

The  legs-. 

The  feci. 
The  nails, 

A  man. 


Mootjel^ 
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Mootjel, 

A  woman. 

Dunjo, 

A  father. 

Tumurree, 

A  fon. 

Tennapuke, 

^he  hole  made  In  the  nojlrils 

for  the  reception  of  the  bone 

ornament. 

Cotta, 

A  dog. 

Poteea, 

Fifh.  . 

Putai, 

A  turtle. 

Tabugga, 

A  fly. 

Walboolbool, 

A  butterfly. 

Zoocoo, 

Wood, 

Maianang, 

Fire, 

Poorai, 

Water. 

Poapoa, 

Earth. 

Galan, 

^he  fun. 

Wulgar, 

The  clouds. 

Kere, 

Thefky, 

Boota, 

To  eat,                          ' 

Chucula, 

To  drink. 

Marra, 

To  go. 

Mingoore, 

To  dance. 

Mailelel, 

To  fwim.                ^ 

Aibudje, 

To  yawn. 

Poona, 

Tofleep. 

Wonananio, 

Afleep. 

Tocaya, 

Sit  down. 

Eya  &  ba, 

That  or  this. 

Te, 

A^  or  the. 

B  2 
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4  Captain    COOK's   VOYAGE 

We  fnall  now  proceed  to  give  an  account 
of  their  paffage  from  New  South  V7ales  to  New 
Guinea,  with  a  recital  of  the  incidents  which 
happened  on  their  landing  on  the  laft  men- 
tioned country. Early  in  the  morning  of 

the  24th  of  Auguft  1770,  the  cable  broke  near 
the  ring,  in  the  attempt  to  weigh  the  anchor  -, 
on  which  another  anchor  was  dropped,  which 
prevented  the  fhip's  driving.  As  the  lofs  of 
an  anchor  might  have  been  attended  with  fu- 
ture ill  confequences,  the  boats  were  fent  to 
fvveep  for  it ;  but  their  firft  attempt  being  un- 
fuccelsful,  they  were  difpatched  again  in  the 
afternoon,  when  it  was  found,  and  the  fliip 
being  brought  up  to  it,  they  weighed  it ;  yet, 
unfortunately,  juft  as  they  were  going  to  Ihip 
it,  the  hawfer  flipped,  and  all  their  labour  was 
fruftrated.  Determined,  however,  not  to  Icfc 
the  anchor,  they  re-applied  their  endeavours 
on  the  fcllov/ing  morning,  when  they  were  at- 
tended with  iuccefs. 

Scon  after  the  anchor  was  weighed,  the  fliip 
got  under  fail,  fteering  north-weft,  and  in  a 
few  hours  one  of  the  boats,  which  was  a-head, 
made  the  fignal  for  flioal-water.  The  Ihip  in- 
flantly  brought  to,  with  all  her  fails  ftanding, 
and  a  furvey  being  taken  of  the  fea  around  her, 
it  was  found  that  fhe  had  met  with  another 
narrov/  efcape,  as  ihe  was  almoft  encompafled 
with  (hoals ;  and  was  likevvife  fo  fituated  be- 
tv/cen  them,  that  fhe  miift  have  ftruck  before 

the; 
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•the  boat's  crew  had  made  the  fignal,  if  (he  had 
been  half  the  length  of  a  cable  on  either  fide. 
In  the  afternoon  Ihe  made  fiil  with  the  ebb 
tide,  and  got  out  of  danger  before  fun-let, 
when  fhe  brought  to  for  the  night. 

The  meeting  with  thefe  fhoals  having  deter- 
mined the  Captain  to  alter  his  intended  courfe 
he  failed  again  the  next  morning  (Sunday  the 
26th)  and  foon  got  into  deep  water.  They 
now  fleered  aweftward  courfe,  and,  as  no  land 
was  within  fight,  held  it  on  till  the  dufl^  of  the 
evening,  when  they  fliortened  fail,  and  made 
oppofite  tacks  during  the  night.  The  next 
morning  they  purfued  their  voyage,  again 
fhortening  fail  at  night,  and  tacking  till  day- 
break of  the  28th,  when  they  fleered  due 
north,  in  fearch  of  New  Guinea. 

They  now  obferved  many  parts  of  the  fea 
covered  with  a  kind  of  brown  fcum,  to  which 
the  failors  gave  the  name  of  Spawn.  It  is 
formed  of  an  incredible  number  of  minute 
particles,  each  of  which,  when  {cQn  through 
the  microfcope,  was  found  to  confiil  of  a  con- 
fiderable  number  of  tubes,  and  thele  tubes  were 
iubdivided  into  little  cells.  The  fcum  being 
burnt,  and  yeilding  no  fmell  like  what  is  pro- 
duced by  animal  fubilances,  it  was  concluded 
that  it  was  of  the  vegetable  kind.  This  fcum, 
which  has  been  often  feen  on  the  coafl  of  Bra- 
zil, generally  makes  its  appearance  near  the 
l^pd.— A   bird,   which  is  called   the  Noddy, 

was 
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was  found  this  evening  among  the  rigging  of  the 

lliip.     Land  having  been  feen  this  day  from  the 

mail-head,  they  iloodoff  and  on  all  night,  and 

at  day- break  they  failed  towards  it  with  a  brilk 

gale. 

Between  fix  and  feven  o'clock  they  had  fight 
of  a  fmall  ifland,  diftant  about  three  miles  from 
the  main  land,  which  has  already  been  diflin- 
guifned  by  the  names  of  St.  Bartholomew,  and 
Whermoyf^n.     It  is  a  very  flat  iQand,  clothed 
v»'ith  trees,  among  which  is  the  cocoa  nut;  and 
was  judged  to  be  inhabited,  by  the  fmoke  of 
fires  which  were  feen  on  feveral  parts  of  it.  The 
boats  were  now  feht  out  to  found,  as  the  water 
was  fliallow  -,  but  as  the  iliip,    in  failing  two 
leagues,  had  found  no  increafe  in  its  depth,  fig- 
nals  were  made  for  the  boats  to  return  on  board, 
and  the  veifel  ftood  out  to  fea  till  midnight, 
and  then  tacked,  and  ftood  in  for  land  till  the 
morning.     When  tliey  were  about  four  leagues 
diftant  from  it,  they  had  fight  of  it  from  the 
deck,  and  its  appearance  was  ftill  flat  and  woody. 
Abundance  of  the  brown  fcum  was  ftill  feen  on 
the  furface  of  the  fea,  and  the  Tars,  convinced 
that  it  was  not  fpawn,  gave  it  the  whimfical 
name  of  Sea-faw-duil. 

The  fliip  now  held  a  northward  courfe,  bare- 
ly within  fight  of  land,  till  the  3d  of  Septem- 
ber ;  and  as  the  water  was  but  juft  deep  enough 
to  navigate  the  veflfel,  mSny  unfuccefsful  at- 
tempts v/ere  made  to  bring  her  near  enough  to 

get 
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o-et  on  fhore  :  it  was  therefore  determined  to 
land  in  one  of  the  boats,  while  the  fhip  kept 
plying  off  and  on. 

In  confequence  of  this  refolution,  on  the  3d 
of  September,  the  Captain,  accompanied  by 
MefTrs.  Banks  and  Solander,  and  attended  by 
the  boat's  crew  and  Mr.  Banks's  fervants,  fee 
out  in  the  pinnace  ;  but  when  they  came  within 
two  hundred  yards  of  the  Ihore  the  water  was 
fo  fhallow,  that  they  were  obliged  to  leave  the 
boat,  in  the  care  of  two  of  the  failors,  and  wade 
to  land.  They  were  no  fooner  clear  of  the  v/a- 
ter,  than  they  faw  feveral  prints  of  human 
feet  on  the  fand,  below  high- water-mark,  from 
whence  it  was  evident,  that  the  natives  had  been 
very  lately  there.  About  one  hundi-ed  yards 
from  the  water  there  was  a  thick  wood,  along 
the  borders  of  which  they  walked  till  they  ar- 
rived on  the  banks  of  a  brook  of  water,  on 
which  was  fituated  a  fine  grove  of  cocoa-nut 
trees,  which  abounded  with  fruit. 

At  a  fmall  diftance  from  the  trees  flood  an 
Indian  hut,  which  had  been  thatched  with  their 
leaves,  of  which  fome  yet  remained  ;  and  round 
the  hut  were  fcattered  many  cocoa-nut-fliells, 
the  fruit  of  which  feemed  to  have  been  lately 
gathered.  Not  far  from  this  grew  the  bread- 
fruit tree,  and  a  number  of  plantains. 

Our  adventurers  were  now  near  a  quarter  of 
a  mile  from  the  pinnace,  v/hen  three  of  the  na. 
tives  ran  out  of  the  woods,  about  one  hundred 

yards 
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yards  beyond  them,  fhouting  in  the  moil  vio- 
lent manner.  They  inftantly  ran  towards  our 
countrymen,  the  firft  of  the  three  throwing 
ibmething  out  of  his  hand,  which  flew  on  one 
lide  of  him,  burning  in  the  fame  manner  as 
gunpowder,  but  making  no  noife,  while  the 
other  two  threw  their  lances.  The  Etiglifh 
now  fired  •,  when  the  natives  flopped,  and  caft 
another  lance,  on  which  the  muflcets  were  load- 
ed with  ball,  and  again  fired. — The  poor  Indians 
now  ran  ofi^  with  expedition,  having,  moft  pro- 
bably, been  wounded  in  the  unequal  conflict. 
Captain  Cook  and  his  companions,  unwilling  far- 
ther to  injure  thofe  who  could  not  originally  have 
'  intended  them  any  harm,  retreated  haftily  to  the 
boat,  while  the  men,  that  had  been  left  in  the 
care  of  her,  msde  fignals  that  more  of  the  na- 
tives were  advancing  towards  the  coaft  •,  feveral 
of  thefe  were  foon  feen,  and  flood  ftill,  as  if 
waiting  for  the  main  body  of  their  companions. 
Captain  Cook  and  the  party  having  reached  the 
boat,  rowed  a-breaft  of  the  natives,  who  by 
this  time  were  aflembled  to  the  number  of  about 
eighty.  Their  ftature  was  nearly  the  fame  with 
that  of  the  inhabitants  of  New  South  Wales, 
but  their  colour  was  not  quite  fo  dark  :  but 
like  them,  they  wore  their  hair  cropped  fliort. 
During  the  furvey  that  was  taken  of  them,  they 
continued  letting  off" their  fires,  a  few  at  a  time, 
in  a  kind  of  regular  platoons  •,  they  were  dif- 
charged  by  means  of  a  piece  of  fl:ick,  almofl: 

like 
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like  a  hollow  cane,  which  being  fwung  fide- 
ways,  produced  fire  and  finoke  exa6lly  like 
that  occafioned  by  the  firing  of  fmall  arms. 
The  crew  on  board  the  fhip  faw  this  llrange 
phenomenon,  and  thopght  the  natives  had  fire- 
arms. The  gentlemen  having  fatisfied  their 
curiofity  by  attentively  looking  at  thefe  people, 
fired  fome  mufquets  above  their  heads,  the 
balls  from  which  being  heard  to  rattle  among 
the  trees,  the  natives  deliberately  retired.  The 
lances  which  had  been  throv/n  foon  after  the  gen« 
tlemen  landed  were  made  of  a  reed  or  bamboo 
cane,  and  the  points  vv^ere  made  of  hard  wood, 
barbed  in  feveral  places ;  it  is  imagined,  that 
thefe  lances  were  difcharged  by  means  of  a 
throwing  ftick,  as  they  flew  with  great  fv/ifc- 
nefs  above  fixty  yards. 

When  this  party  returned  to  the  fhip,  fome 
of  the  officers  entreated  the  Captain  to  fend 
men  on  fiiore  to  cut  down  the  cocoa-nut  trees, 
in  order  to  procure  the  nuts  -,  but  this,  with 
equal  wifdom  and  humanity,  he  refufed ;  fen- 
fible  that  the  poor  Indians,  who  could  ill  brook 
even  the  landing  of  a  fmall  party,  on  their 
coafl:,  would  ri(k  their  lives,  and  of  courfe  fa- 
crifice  them,  in  defence  of  their  property. 
The  whole  coaft  of  this  country  is  low-land, 
but  cloathed  with  a  richnefs  of  trees  and  her- 
bage, which  exceeds  all  defcription. 

On  Monday,  the  3d  of  September,  1770,  the 

fhip  got  under  fail,  and  early  in  the  morning 

C  of 
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of  the  6th  pafied  two  fmall  iflands,  on  the  lat- 
ter of  which  Captain  Cook  would  have  landed, 
but  as  they  had  then  only  ten  fathom  water, 
and  as  the  ground  was  rocky  and  the  wind  blew 
frefh,  he  might  have  endangered  the  fafety  of 
the  Ihip.  They  now  failed  at  a  moderate  rate, 
with  various  foundings,  till  three  o'clock  the 
next  morning,  after  which  they  had  no  ground 
with  one  hundred  and  twenty  fathom.  Before 
noon  they  had  fight  of  land,  which  was  con- 
jectured to  be  either  the  Arrou  I  (lands,  or  Ti- 
mor Laoet  •,  but  they  are  not  accurately  laid 
down  in  any  of  the  charts  hitherto  publifhed. 

On  the  evening  bf  the  9th  they  faw  what 
had  the  appearance  of  land,  and  the  next  morn- 
ing were  convinced  that  the  firft  land  they  had 
fecn  was  Timor,  and  the  laft  Timor  Laoet. 
The  fhip  rtood  off  and  on  during  the  night, 
when  a  number  oF  fires  were  feen  on  the  ifland, 
and  the  next  morning  fmoke  was  feen  in  feve- 
ral  places,  from  whence  it  was  conjeftured  that 
the  place  was  well  peopled.  The  land  near  the 
fliore  was  covered  with  high  trees,  not  unlike 
pines  •,  farther  back  were  cocoa-trees  and  man- 
groves :  there  were  many  falt-water  creeks,  and 
feveral  fpots  of  ground  which  appeared  to  have 
been  cleared  by  art  •,  and  the  whole  country 
rofe,  by  gradual  dopes,  into  hills  of  a  very  con- 
fiderable  height. 

As  the  land  and  fea  breezes  were  now  very 
flight,  they  continued  in  fight  of  the  ifland  for 

two 
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two  days,  when  it  was  obferved  that  the  hills 
reached,  in  many  places,  quite  to  the  fea  coaft, 
and  where  that  was  not  the  cafe,  there  were  la'-ge 
and  noble  groves  of  the  cocoa-nut  tree,  which 
■ran  about  a  mile  up  the  country,  at  which  dif- 
tance  great  numbers  of  houfes  and  plantations 
were  feen :  the  plantations  were  furrounded 
with  fences,  and  extended  nearly  to  the  fum- 
mits  of  the  moft  lofty  hills,  yet  neither  the 
natives  nor  cattle  were  feen  on  any  of  them, 
which  was  thought  a  very  extraordinary  circum- 
ftancc.  Fine  groves  of  the  fan- palm  fliaded 
the  houfes  from  the  rays  of  the  fun. 

On  the  1 6th  they  had  fight  of  th€  little  iHand 
called  RoTTE ;  and  the  fame  day  faw  the  ifland 
Semau,  at  a  diftance  to  the  fouthward  of  Ti- 
mor. The  ifland  of  Rotte  is  chiefly  covered 
with  brufliy  wood  without  leaves  j  but  there 
are  a  number  of  fan-palm  trees  on  it,  growing 
near  the  landy  beaches  ;  and  the  whole  confifts 
of  alternate  hills  and  vallies.  The  ifland  of 
Semau  is  not  fo  hilly  as  Timor,  but  refembles 
it  greatly  in  other  refpefts. 

At  ten  o'clock  this  night  a  dull  reddifli  light 
was  fecn  in  the  air,  many  parts  of  which  emit- 
ted rays  of  a  brighter  colour,  which  foon  va- 
niflied,  and  were  fucceeded  by  others  of  the 
fame  kind.  This  phenomenon,  which  reached 
about  ten  degrees  above  the  horizon,  bore  a 
confiderable  refemblance  to  the  Aurora  Borealis, 
Oflly  that  the  rays  of  light  which  it  emitted  had 

C  2  no 
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no  tremulous  motion.  It  was  furveyed  for  two 
hours,  during  which  time  its  brightnefs  con- 
tinued undiminilhed. 

As  the  fliip  was  now  clear  of  all  the  iflands 
which  had  been  laid  down  in  fuch  maps  as  were 
on  board,  they  made  fail  during  the  night,  and 
■were  furprized  the  next  morning  at  the  fight  of 
an  ifland  to  the  weft  fouth-weft,  which  they 
flattered  themlelves  was  a  new  difcovery.  Be- 
fore noon  they  had  fight  of  houfes,  groves  of 
cocoa-nut  trees,  and  large  flocks  of  (heep. 
This  was  a  welcome  fight  to  people  whofe 
health  was  declining  for  want  of  refrefhmentsj 
and  it  was  inftantly  refoived  to  attempt  the 
purchafe  of  what  they  ftood  fo  much  in  need 
of.  The  fecond  Lieutenant  was  immediately 
difpatched  in  the  pinnace,  in  fearch  of  a  land- 
jnf^-placcj  and  he  took  with  him  fuch  things 
as  it  was  thought  m.ight  be  acceptable  to  the 
natives. 

During  Mr.  Gore's  abfence,  the  people  on 
board  faw  two  men  on  horleback  upon  the 
hills,  who  frequently  flopped  to  take  a  view  of 
the  veiTcl.  The  Lieutenant  foon  returned, 
with  an  account  that  he  had  entered  a  little  cove, 
near  which  flood  a  few  houfes :  that  feveral 
ITien  advanced,  and  invited  him  to  land  •,  and 
that  they  converfed  together  as  well  as  they 
could  by  figns.  He  reported  that  thefe  people 
were  very  like  the  Malays,  both  in  perfon  and 

drefs  ^ 
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drefs ;  that  they  had  no  other  arms  but  a  knife, 
which  each  of  them  wore  fluck  in  his  girdle. 

As  the  Lieutenant  could  not  find  any 
place  in  which  the  (hip  might  come  to  an  an- 
chor, he  was  difpatched  again  with  money  and 
goods,  to  buy  fuch  neceffaries  as  were  imme- 
diately wanted  for  thole  who  were  fick.  Dr. 
Solander  attended  the  Lieutenant,  and,  during 
their  abfence,  the  fliip  ftood  on  and  off  the 
fhore.  Soon  after  the  boat  had  put  off,  two 
other  horfemen  were  feen  from  the  Ihip,  one  of 
whom  had  a  laced  hat  on,  and  was  drcffed  in  a 
eoat  and  waiftcoat,  of  the  fafhion  of  Europe. 
Thefe  men  rode  about  on  lliore,  taking  little 
notice  of  the  boat,  but  regarding  the  fhip  with 
the  utmoft  attention.  As  foon  as  the  boat 
reached  the  fhore,  fome  other  perfons  on  horfe- 
back,  and  many  on  foot,  haftened  to  the  fpot, 
and  it  was  obferved  that  fome  cocoa  nuts  were 
put  into  the  boat,  from  whence  it  was  con- 
cluded, that  a  traffick  had  commenced  with 
the  natives.  A  fignal  being  made  from  the 
boat,  that  the  fhip  might  anchor  in  a  bay  at 
fome  diflance,  fhe  immediately  bore  away  for 
jt. 

When  the  Lieutenant  came  on  board,  he  re- 
ported that  he  could  not  purchafe  any  cocoa- 
nuts,  as  the  owner  of  them  was  abfent,  and 
that  what  he  had  brought  were  given  him  ;  in 
return  for  which  he  had  prefented  the  natives 
^ith  fome  linen.     The  method  by  which  he 

learnt 
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learnt  that  there  was  a  harbour  in  the  neighbour- 
hood, was   by  the  natives  drawing  a  kind  of 
rude  map  on  the  fand,  in  which  the  harbour, 
and  a  town  near  it  were  reprefented  ;  it  was 
likewife  hinted  to  him  that  fruit,  fowls,  hogs, 
and  fheep,  might  be  there  obtained  in  great 
abundance.       He  faw  feveral  of  the  principal 
inhabitants  of  the  ifland,  who  wore  chains  of 
gold  about  their  necks,  and  were  drefled  in  fine 
linen.     The  word  Portugiiefe  being  frequently 
repeated  by  the  Indians,  it  was  conjed:ured,  that 
fome  natives  of  Portugal  were  on  the  ifland, 
and  one  of  the  boat's  crew  being  of  that  king- 
dom, he  fpoke  to  the  iflanders  in  his  own  lan- 
guage, but   he  foon  found  that  they  had  only 
learnt   a  few  words,    of  which   they  did  not 
know  the  meaning.     While  the  natives  were 
endeavouring  to  reprefent  the  fituation  of  the 
town  near  the  harbour,  one  of  them,    in  order 
to  be  more  particular  in  diredions,  informed 
the  Englifli  that   they  would   fee  fomething, 
which  he  endeavoured  to  defcribe  by  placing 
his  fingers  acrofs  each  other ;  and  the  Portu- 
guefe  failor  took  it  for  granted,  that  he  could 
mean  nothing  but  a  crofs.  When  the  boat's  crew 
were  on  the  point  of  returning  to  the  fhip,   the 
gentleman  who  had  been  feen  on  horfeback  in 
the  drefs  of  Europe  came  down  to  the  beach  ; 
but  the  Lieutenant  did  not  think  it  proper  to 
hold  a  conference  with  him,  becaufe   he  had 
left  his  commifTion  on  board  the  Ihip. 

In 
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In  the  evening,  when  the  fliip  had  entered 
the  bay  to  which  they  had  been  recommended, 
an  Indian  town  was  feen  at  a  fmall  diftance ; 
upon  which  a  jack  was  hoifted  on  the  fore- top- 
maft  head:  prefently  afterwards  three  guns 
were  fired,  and  Dutch  colours  were  hoifted  ia 
the  town  :  the  Ihip,  however,  held  on  her  way, 
and  came  to  an  anchor  at  feven  in  the  evening* 

The  colours  being  feen  hoifted  on  the  beach 
the  next  morning,  the  Captain  concluded,  that 
the  Dutch  had  a  fettlement  on  the  ifland :  he 
therefore  difpatched  the  fecond  Lieutenant,  to 
acquaint  the  Governor,  or  other  principal  re- 
fident,  who  they  were,  and  that  the  fhip  had 
put  in  for  necelfary  refrelhments.  The  Lieu- 
tenant having  landed,  he  was  received  by  a  kind 
of  guard  of  fomething  more  than  twenty  In- 
dians, armed  with  muflcets,  who  having  taken 
down  the  colours  from-  the  beach,  proceeded 
without  the  leail  military  order  -,  and  thus  ef- 
corted  him  to  the  tov/n  where  the  colours  had 
been  hoifted  the  preceding  evening. 

The  Lieutenant  was  now  condufbed  to  the 
Raja,  or  King  of  the  ifland,  to  whom,  by 
means  of  a  Portuguefe  interpreter,  he  made 
known  his  bufmefs.  The  Raja  faid,  he  was  rea- 
dy to  fupply  the  Ihip  with  the  necelTary  refrefli- 
ments ;  but  that  he  could  not  trade  with  any 
other  people  but  the  Dutch,  with  whom  he  v/as 
in  alliance,  without  having  firft  obtained  their 
confent ;  but  that  he  would  make  application 

to 
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to  the  Dutch  Agent,  who  was  the  only  white 
man  among  them.  To  this  Agent,  whof« 
name  was  Lange,  and  who  proved  to  be  the 
perfon  that  was  feen  from  the  fliip  in  the  Euro- 
pean drefs,  a  letter  was  difpatched ;  and  in  a 
few  hours  he  came  to  the  town,  behaved  po- 
litely to  the  Lieutenant,  and  told  him,  he 
might  buy  what  he  thought  proper  of  the  inha- 
bitants of  the  ifland. 

This  offer  being  freely  made,  and  readily  ac- 
cepted, the  Raja  and  Mr.  Lange  intimated  their 
wifhes  to  go  on  board  the  fhip,  and  that  two  of 
the  boat's  crew  might  be  left  as  hoftages  for 
their  fafe  return.      The    Lieutenant  gratified 
both  thefe  requells,  and  took  them  on   board 
juft  before  dinner  was  ferved.     It  was  thought 
that  they  would  have  fat  down  without  ceremo- 
ny J  but,  after  fome  hefiration,  the  Raja  inti- 
mated his  doubts,  whether,  being  a  black,  they 
would  permit  him  to  fit  down  with  them.     The 
politenefs  of    the   officers   foon    removed    his 
fcruples,  and  the  greateft  good  humour  and  fef- 
tivity  prevailed  among  them.     As  Dr.  Solan- 
der,  and  another  gentleman  on  board,  were  to, 
lerable  proficients  in  Dutch,  they  adted  as  inter- 
preters between  Mr.  Lange  and  the  officers, 
while  fome  of  the  lailors,  who  underftood  Por- 
tuguefe,  converfed  with  fuch  of  the  Raja's  at- 
tendants as  fpoke   that  language.     The  chief 
part  of  the  dinner  was  mutton,  which  the  Raja 
having  tailed,  he  begged  an  Englifh  Iheep,  and 

the 
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the  only  one  which  they  had  left  was  given  him  : 
he  then  alked  for  a  dog,  and  Mr  Bunks  gave 
him  his  grey-hound  ;  and  a  fpying-glafs  was 
prefented  to  him,  on  Mr.  Lange's  intimating 
that  it  would  be  acceptable. 

Tlie  vifitors  now  told  Captain  Cook,  that 
there  was  great  plenty  of  fowls,  hogs,  fheep 
and  buffaloes  on  the  ifland,  numbers  of  which 
fhould  be  conveyed  to  the  fea  fhore  on  the  fol- 
lowing day,  that  he  might  purchafe  what  was 
iieceflary  for  the  recovery  of  the  fick,  and  for 
fea  (lores.  This  welcome  news  gave  great  fpi- 
rits  to  the  company,  and  the  bottle  went  fo 
brifldy  round,  that  Mr.  Lange  and  his  compa- 
nions became  almoU  intoxicated  :  they  had, 
however,  the  refolution  to  exprefs  a  defire  to 
depart,  before  they  were  quite  drunk.  When 
they  came  upon  deck,  the  marines  were  under 
arms  to  receive  them;  and  the  Raja  intimating, 
that  he  fliould  be  glad  to  fee  them  exercife,  the 
Captain  gave  orders  that  he  fbould  be  indulged, 
and  three  rounds  were  fired  :  he  was  equally 
pleafed  and  furprized  at  their  manceiivres,  and 
particularly  charmed  when  they  cocked  their 
firelocks,  exclaiming  violently,  "  that  all  the 
locks  made  but  one  click."  This  beino-  ended 
Mefirs.  Solander  and  Banks  went  aOaore  with 
the  vifitors,  v;ho  were  faluted  at  their  depar. 
ture  with  nine  guns,  which  they  returned  v/ith 
three  cheersr 

D  When 
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When  they  came  to  the  town,  the  Englilii 
gentlemen  tafted  their  palm  wine,  which  was- 
fweet,  and  not  unpleafant :  it  is  made  of  the 
frelh  juice  of  the  tree,  without  being  ferment- 
ed. The  houfes  of  the  natives  con  filled  of  no- 
thing more  than  a  floor  of  boards,  over  which 
was  a  roof  of  thatch,  fupported  by  pillars 
about  four  feet  in  height. 

On  the  following  day  the  Captain,  attended 
by  feveral  gentlemen,  went  on  fhore  to  return 
the  Raja's  vifit ;  but  their  principal  intentioa 
"Was,  to  buy  the  refrefhments  which  had  been 
mentioned   the   preceding  day.      "When   they 
landed,  they  were  chagrined  to  find,  that  the 
cattle  had  not  been  driven  down  to  the  beach. 
They  went  on  to  the  town,  where  they  obferved,, 
that  the  houfe  of  aflembly,  and  fome  few  other 
houfes  which  had  been  built  by  the  Dutch  Eaft 
India  Company,  were  diftinguifhed  from  the 
houfes  of  the  natives   by   having   a   piece  of 
wood,  almoft  in  the  fhape   of  cows  horns,  fix* 
cd  at  each  end  of  the  roof ;  and  thefc  they  con- 
cluded were  what  the  Portuguefe  failor  had  ima- 
gined to  be  croflTes,    from  the  Indian  having 
crofied  his  fingers  when  he  was  defcribing  the 
town. 

The  Raja  was  at  the  houfe  of  affembly,  fur- 
rounded  by  many  of  his  principal  fubjedts  J  and 
Mr.  Lange  alfo  attended.  Captain  Cook 
having  informed  them,  that  he  had  loaded 
his  boat  with  goods,  which  he  wifhed  to  ex- 
change. 
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cliange  for    neceffary   refrefliments,    permiffi- 
>on  was  given  him  to  land  his  efFeds,     The 
Captain  now  endeavoured   to  make  an  agree- 
ment for  the  hogs,  fheep,  and  buffaloes,  which 
were  to  be  paid  for  in  calli ;  but  this  bufinefs 
was  no  fooner  hinted  at  than  Mr.  Lange  took 
his  leave,  having  firfttold  the  Captain,  that  he 
muft   make  his  agreement   with  the  natives ; 
and  adding,  that  he  had  received  a  letter  from 
the  Governor  of  Concordia,  in  Timor,  the  con- 
tents of  which  fhould  be  difclofed  at  his  return. 
As  they  had  now  no   frelh  provifions  on 
board,  the  gentlemen  were  unwilling  to  return 
to  the  fhip  before  they  had  dined  ;  they  there- 
fore requefted  the  Raja's  permiffion  to  buy  a 
fmall  hog  and  fome  rice,  and  hoped  he  would 
order  his  people  to  drefs  the  dinner.     To  this 
the  Raja  very  obligingly   replied,  that  if  the 
sentlemen  had  ftomachs  to  eat  of  Indian  cooke- 
ry,  he  would  have  the  honour  of  confidering 
them  as  his  guefts.     A  dinner  being  thus  pro- 
<:ured,  the  Captain  fent  off  the  boat  to  bring  li- 
quors from  the  fhip. 

Late  in  the  afternoon  the  company  fat  down 
on  mats,  which  had  been  fpread  for  them  on 
the  floor,  having  been  firff  conduced  to  a  fer- 
vant,  who  had  a  veffel  made  of  the  leaves  of 
the  fan-palm,  containing  water  to  wafii  their 
hands,  in  which  the  Indian  affifted  them.  Hav- 
ing waited  fome  time  for  the  Raja,  they  enquir- 
ed, the  rcafon  of  his  abfcnce,  and  were  iniorm- 
D  2  cd, 
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cd,  that  the  perfon  who  gave  the  entertainment 
never  partook  of  it ;  but  that  the  Raja  was  rea- 
dy to  come  and  tafte  of  what  was  provided,  if 
the  gentlemen  entertained  any  idea  that  the  meat 
was  unwholefome  :  having  aflured  the  natives, 
that  they  did  not  harbour  any  fuch  fufpicion, 
they  began  their  dinner,  which  confided  of 
pork  and  rice,  very  excellent  of  their  kinds, 
ferved  up  in  thirty-fix  difhes,  and  three  earthen 
bowls  filled  with  a  kind  of  broth,  in  which  the 
pork  had  been  boiled  :  the  fpoons  were  formed 
of  leaves,  but  were  fo  fmal!,  that  the  hunger 
of  the  guefts  v/ould  Icarcely  allow  them  patience 
to  ufe  them. 

When  dinner  was  ended,  the  Capcain  invited 
the  Raja  to  drink  wine  with  him  ;  but  this  he 
declined,  faying,  that  the  man  who  entertained 
company  lliould  never  get  drunk  with  his  guefts, 
and  that  the  only  certain  way  to  avoid  drunk- 
ennefs,  was  to  refrain  from  tailing  the  liquor. 
The  gentlemen  left  the  remains  of  their  dinner 
to  their  fervants  and  the  boat's  crew,  who. 
not  being  able  to  eat  it  all,  the  Raja's  female 
fervants,  who  r ame  to  take  away  the  utenfils, 
infilled  that  they  Ihoqld  take  with  them  all  that; 
remained. 

When  the  bottle  had  circulated  fome  time, 
Captain  Cook  began  to  enquire  after  the  cattle 
that  were  promifed  to  be  driven  down  to  the 
beach  •,  when  Mr.  Lange  informed  him,  that 
in  the  letter  which  he  had  received  from  the 

Governor' 


ROUND    THE    WORLD.       21 

Governor  of  Concordia,  inftruftions  were  given, 
that  if  the  Ihip  Ihould  touch  at  the  ifland,  and 
be  in  want  of  provifions,  flie  fliould  be  fuppli- 
,ed  j  but  that  he  was  not  to  permit  her  to  remain 
longer  than  was   abfolutely  neceflary  :  that  no 
prefents  were  to  be  made  to  the  natives  of  low 
rank,  nor  even  left   with  their  fuperiors  to  be 
divided  among  them  after  the  fhip  had  failed  : 
but,  he  added,  that  any  trifling  civilities  receiv- 
ed  from  the  Indians,  might  be  acknowledged 
by  a  prefent  of  beads,  or  other  articles  of  very 
fmall  value.     It  is  a  very  probable  conje6lure, 
that  the  whole  of  this  ftory  was  of  Mr.  Lange's 
own  manufacture,  and  folely  calculated  to  draw 
all  the  prefents  of  any  value  into  his  own  pocket. 
Soon   after  this  the  Captain  was  informed, 
that  fome  fheep  had  been  driven  down  to  the 
beach  ;  but  had  been  conveyed  away  before  the 
men  could  get  money  from  the  fliip  to  pay  for 
^hem  ;  and  that  not  a  fingle  hog  or  buffaloe  had 
been  driven  down  :  but  that  a  fmall  number  of 
fowls,  and   a  quantity   of  the   palm-fyrup  had 
been  bought.     Heartily  vexed  to  be  thus  dif- 
appointed  of    the   chief    articles    v/hich    were 
wanted,    the  Captain   remonitratcd    with   Mr. 
Lange,  who  told  him,  that  if  he  and  his  offi- 
cers had  gone  to  the  fpot,  they  might  have  pur- 
chafed  any  thing  they  pleafed  j  but  that  the  In- 
dians imagined,   the  feamen  would  impofc  on 
jhem  with  counterfeit  money. 

This 


22  Captain  COOK's  VOYAGE 

This  ftory  was  no  more  credited  than  the 
former ;  but  not  to  lofe  more  time  in  a  cafe  of 
fuch  urgency,  the  Captain  inftantly  repaired  to 
the  beach  ;  but  there  were  no  cattle  to  be 
bought.  During  his  abfence  Lange  informed 
Mr.  Banks,  that  the  Indians  were  offended,  that 
the  feamen  had  not  offered  gold  for  what  they 
had  to  fell,  and  that  no  other  metal  would  pur- 
chafe  their  commodities :  but  Mr.  Banks,  dif- 
daining  to  hold  farther  converfation  with  a  man 
who  had  been  guilty  of  fuch  repeated  lubter- 
fuges,  left  him  abruptly.  Some  hours  before 
this,  the  Raja  had  afiigned  a  much  more  pro- 
bable reafon  for  the  cattle  not  being  brought  to 
the  beach,  faying,  that  the  buffaloes  were  too 
far  up  the  country  to  be  driven  thither  in  the 
time.  In  the  evening  the  gentlemen  returned, 
to  the  (hip,  not  a  little  difpleafed  at  their  difap- 
pointment. 

On  the  20th  the  Captain  and  do6lor  Solander 
went  again  on  fliore,  and  while  the  latter  pro- 
ceeded to  the  town  in  fearch  of  Lange,  the 
Captain  ftaid  on  the  beach,  with  a  view  to  buy 
cattle.  At  this  place  was  an  old  man,  who  had 
been  dlftinguifhed  by  the  name  of  the  prime 
miniller,  becaufe  he  appeared  to  be  inveftcd 
with  confiderable  authority  ;  and  the  Captain 
now  prefented  him  with  a  fpying-glafs,  in  order 
to  make  a  friend  of  him.  Atprefent  there  was 
nothing  brought  for  fale  but  a  fmall  buiTaloe, 
for  which  five  guineas  were  demanded.      Tho* 

tho 
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the  Captain  knew  that  this  was  double  its  value, 
yet  he  bid  three  guineas,  as  he  was  willing  to 
begin  dealing  at  any  rate  :  the  perfon  who  had 
it  to  fell  faid,  he  could  not  take  the  money  till 
the  Raja  had  been  informed  what  was  offered  | 
on  which  a  man  was  fent  to  him,  who  foon 
came  back  with  a  malTage,  that  five  guineas 
would  be  the  loweft  price  :  this  the  Captain  re- 
fufed  to  give  •,  on  which  a  fecond  meiTenger  was 
difpatched,  who  flaying  a  long  time.  Captain 
Cook  was  anxioufly  expecting  his  return,  when 
he  faw  Dr.  Solander  coming  towards  the  beach, 
cfcorted  by  more  than  a  hundred  perfons,  fome 
of  whom  had  lances  in  their  hands,  and  the  reft 
were  armed  with  muilcets.     "When  the  Docflor 
arrived  at  the  marketing-place,  he  informed  the 
Captain,  that  Lange  had  interpreted  to  him  a 
meflage  from  the  Raja,  the  fubflance  of  which 
was,  that  the  natives  were  averfe  to  all  traffick 
with  the  Englilh,  becaufe  they  would  not  give 
above  half  the  real  worth  of  the  things  which 
were  offered  for  fale  j  and  that  all  trading  what- 
ever fhould  be  prohibited  after  that  day. 

A  native  of  Timor,  whofe  parents  were  Por- 
tuguefe,  came  down  with  this  party,  and  deli- 
vered to  the  Captain  what  was  pretended  to  be 
the  order  of  the  Raja,  and  which  was  in  fub- 
flance the  fame  as  what  Lange  had  told  Dr.  So- 
lander; but  it  was  afterwards  difcovercd,  that 
this  man  was  a  confederate  of  Lange's,  in  the 
fcheme  of  extortion.     The  Englifh  gentlemen 

had 
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had  at  the  fame  time  no  boubt,  but  that  thd 
fuppofed  order  of  the  Raja  was  a  contrivance  of 
thefe  men  -,  and  while  they  were  debating  how 
they  fhould  a6t  in  this  critical  conjunfture,  anx- 
ious to  bring  the  affair  to  a  fpeedy  iffue,  the 
Portuguefe  began  to  drive  away  fuch  of  the  na- 
tives as  had  brought  palm-fyrup  and  fowls  to 
fell,  and  others  who  were  now  bringing  fhee^ 
and  buffaloes  to  the  market. 

Juft  at  this  juncture  Captain  Cook  happen- 
ing to  look  at  the  old  man  who  had  been  dif- 
tinguilhed  by  the  name  of  prime  miniller,  im- 
agined that  he  faw  in  his  features  a  difapproba- 
tion  of  the  prefent  proceedings ;  and,  willing 
to  improve  the  advantage,  he  grafped  the  Indi- 
an's hand,  and  gave  him  an  old  broad  fword. 
This  well-timed  prefent  produced  all  the  good 
effecfts  that  could  be  wifned  :  the  prime  minifte'r 
was  enraptured  at  fo  honourable  a  mark  of  dif- 
tinftion,  and,  brandifhing  his  fword  over  the 
head  of  the  impertinent  Portuguefe,"  he  made 
both  him,  and  a  man  who  commanded  the  par- 
ty, fit  down  behind  him  on  the  ground.  The 
whole  bufmefs  was  now  accomplifhed  :  the  na- 
tives, eager  to  fupply  whatever  was  wanted, 
brought  their  cattle  in  for  fale,  and  the  market 
was  foon  flocked.  For  the  firft  two  buffaloes 
Captain  Cook  gave  ten  guineas  ;  but  he  after- 
wards purchafed  them  by  way  of  exchange, 
giving  a  mulket  for  each  ;  and  at  this  rate  he 
might  have  bought  any  number  he  thought  pro- 
per. 
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^ef.  There  feems  to  be  no  doubt  but  that 
Lange  had  a  profit  out  of  the  firft  two  that 
were  fold,  and  that  his  reafon  for  having  faid 
that  the  natives  would  take  nothino-  but  sold 
for  their  cattle,  was,  that  he  might  the  more 
eafily  fhare  in  the  produce.  Captain  Cook  pur- 
chafed  of  the  natives  of  this  ifland  fome  hun- 
dred gallons  of  palm  fyrup,  a  fmall  quantity  of 
garlick,  a  large  number  of  eggs,  fomc  limes 
and  cocoa-nuts,  thirty  dozen  of  fov/ls,  three 
hogs,  fix  fheep,  and  nine  buffaloes. 

Having  at  length  obtained  thefe  necefTary  re- 
frefiiments.  Captain  Cook  prepared  for  failing 
from  this  place ;  but  before  we  attend  him  on 
his  voyage,  it  may  be  proper  to  give  a  defcrip- 
tion  of  the  ifland,  with  an  account  of  its  pro- 
duce, and  the  cuftoms  and  manners  of  its  in- 
habitants. 

The  ifland  of  Savu  is  fituated  in  10  degrees 
35  minutes  fouth  latitude,  and  237  degrees  30 
minutes  weft  longitude,  and  has  hitherto  been 
very  little  known,  or  very  imperfeflly  defcrib- 
ed.  Its  length  is  between  twenty  and  thirty 
miles ;  but  its  breadth  could  not  be  afcertained 
by  Captain  Cook,  who  faw  only  the  north  fide 
of  it.  The  harbour  in  which  rhe  fliip  lay  was 
called  Seba,  from  a  diftrift  of  the  country  fo 
denominated  ;  and  there  are  two  other  bays  on 
different  parts  of  the  ifland.  At  the  time 
the  Endeavour  lay  there  it  was  near  the  end  of 
the  dry  feafon,  when  it  had  not  rained  for  al- 
E  moft 
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mod  feven  months,  nor  was  there  a  running 
ftream  of  frefli  water  to  be  feen,  and  the  na- 
tives were  lupplied  only  by  fmall  fprings.  fitu- 
ated  at  a  diitance  up  the  country  :  yet  even  in 
this  dry  feafon  the  appearance  ot  the  ifland  was 
enchanting  beyond  defcription.  JNear  the  coaft 
the  land  is  level,  and  well  clothed  with  the 
palm,  called  Arecas^  and  cocoa-nut  trees  :  far- 
ther off  the  ground  rifes  in  the  mod  gradual 
afcent,  and  is  covered  with  fan  palm-trees  even 
to  the  tops  of  the  hills,  fo  as  to  prefent  a  regu- 
lar grove  to  the  eye.  The  rains  in  this  country 
ceafc  in  March  or  April,  and  fall  again  in  06lo- 
ber  or  November :  and  thefe  rains  produce 
abundance  of  indico,  millet,  and  maize,  which 
grow  beneath  the  nobleft  trees  in  the  univerfe. 

Befides  thefe  articles,  the  ifland  produces  to- 
bacco, cotton,  betle,  tamarinds,  limes,  oran- 
ges, mangoes,  Guinea  corn,  rice,  callevances, 
and  water  melons.  A  trifling  quantity  of  cin- 
namon was  feen,  and  fome  European  herbs,  fuch 
as  garlic,  fennel,  cellery  and  marjoram :  be- 
fides which,  there  arc  fruits  of  various  kinds, 
and  particularly  the  hlimhi^  which  has  a  lliarp 
lafte,  and  is  faid  to  be  a  very  fine  pickle,  but  it 
is  not  eaten  raw  ;  its  length  is  from  three  to  four 
inches,  it  is  nearly  as  thick  as  a  man's  thumb, 
of  an  oval  form,  covered  with  a  very  thin  fl<in 
of  a  light  green,  and  contains  a  number  of  feeds 
ranged  in  the  fhape  of  a  ftar. 

Several 


ROUND    THE    WORLD.      27 

Several  buffaloes  were  feen  on  this  ifland, 
which  were  almoft  as  large  as  an  ox  •,  and  from 
a  pair  of  enormous  horns  of  this  animal  which 
Mr.  Banks  faw,  it  was  conjedured,  that  fome 
of  them  were  much  larger ;  yet  they  did  not 
weigh  more  than  half  as  much  as  an  ox  of  the 
fame  apparent  fize,  having  loft  the  greater  part 
of  their  flefh  through  the  late  dry  weather ; 
the  meat  however  was  juicy,  and  of  a  delicate 
flavour.  The  horns  of  thefe  animals  bend 
backwards,  they  have  no  dewlaps,  nor  fcarce 
any  hair  on  their  fkins,  and  their  ears  are  re- 
markably large.  The  other  tame  animals  on 
the  ifland  are  dogs,  cats,  pigeons,  fowls,  hogs, 
goats,  (heep,  aflfes  and  horfes. 

Few  of  the  horfes  are  above  twelve  hands 
high,  yet  they  are  full  of  mettle,  and  pace  na- 
turally in  an  expeditious  manner :  the  natives 
ride  them  with  a  haker  only.     The  hogs  of  this 
country,  are  fed  on  the  huflcs  of  rice,  and  palm- 
fyrup  mixed  with   water,  and   are  remarkably 
fine  and  fat.     The  fheep  are  not  unlike  a  goat, 
and  are  therefore  called  cabritos  ;  their  ears, 
which  are  long,  hang  down  under  their  horns ; 
their  nofes  are  arched,  and  their  bodies  are  co- 
vered with  hair.     The  fowls   are  of.  the  game 
kind,  and  though  they  are  rather  large,  the  hen 
lays  a  very  fmail  egg.     The  fea-coaft  furnilLes 
the  inhabitants  with  turtle,  buc  not  in  any  great 
abundance. 

E  2  The 


2  8         Captain    COOK's  VOYAGE 

The  natives  of  the  ifland  of  Savu  are  ra>' 
ther  below  the  middle  ftature ;  their  hair  is 
black  and  flrait,  and  perfons  of  all  ranks,  as 
well  thofe  that  are  expofed  to  the  weather,  as 
thofe  that  are  not,  have  one  general  complexion, 
which  is  the  dark  brown.  The  men  are  well 
formed  and  fprightly,  and  their  features  differ 
much  from  each  other  :  the  women,  on  the  con- 
trary, have  all  one  fet  of  features,  and  are  very 
fhprt  and  broad  built. 

The  men  have  filver  pincers  hanging  by 
firings  round  their  necks,  with  which  they  pluck 
out  the  hair  of  their  beards  ;  and  both  men  and 
women  root  out  the  hair  that  grows  under  the 
arms  :  the  hair  of  the  womens  heads  is  tied  in 
a  club  behind,  while  that  of  the  men  is  fatten- 
ed by  a  comb  to  the  top  of  the  head  :  the  men 
wear  a  kind  of  turban  on  the  head,  formed  of 
muflin,  cotton,  or  even  filk  handkerchiefs  -,  but 
the  heads  of  the  women  have  no  covering. 

The  drefs  of  the  men  confifts  of  two  pieces 
of  cotton  cloth,  one  of  which  is  bound  round 
the  middle,  and  the  lower  edge  of  it  being  drawn 
pretty  tight  between  the  legs,  the  upper  edge 
is  left  loofe,  fo  as  to  form  a  kind  of  pocket,  in 
which  they  carry  their  knives  and  other  things  : 
the  other  piece  being  paflcd  under  the  former, 
on  the  back  of  the  wearer,  the  ends  of  it  are 
carried  over  the  fhouiders,  and  tucked  into  the 
pocket  before.  The  women  draw  the  upper 
edge  of  the  piece  round  the  wuiil  tight,  while 
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the  lower  edge,  dropping  to  the  knees,  makes 
a  kind  of  petticoat :  the  other  piece  of  cloth  is 
faftened  acrofs  the  breail,  and  under  the  arms. 
This  cloth,  which  is  manufaflured  by  the  na- 
tives, is  died  blue  while  in  the  yarn  ;  and,  as  it 
is  of  various  fhades,  its  look  when  it  comes  to 
be  worn  is  very  beautiful. 

The  ornaments  of  the  natives  of  Savu  are 
very  numerous,  and  confifl:  of  rings,  beads 
worn  round  the  neck  and  on  the  wrifts,  and 
chains  of  plaited  gold  wire,  likewife  worn  round 
the  neck  :  thefe  things  were  worn  by  both 
fexes  J  but  the  women  had  likewife  girdles  of 
beads  round  their  waifts,  which  helped  to  keep 
up  the  petticoat.  Many  of  the  boys  wore  brafs 
wire  paffed  feveral  times  round  the  arms,  above 
the  elbow  :  and  fome  of  the  men,  who  were  faid 
to  be  thefons  of  the  Rajas,  wore  rings  of  ivory, 
above  an  inch  thick,  and  two  inches  broad,  oa 
the  fame  part  of  the  arm.  One  man  pofTefTed 
a  filver- headed  cane,  fuppofed  to  have  been  a 
prefent  from  the  Dutch  Eaft  India  Company, 
as  their  mark  was  engraven  on  the  filver.  The 
Raja,  and  the  principal  officer  of  his  houfliold, 
were  commonly  habited  in  night  gowns  of  or- 
dinary chintz  ;  but  one  time,  when  Captain 
Cook  waited  on  the  Raja,  he  was  drelTed  in  a 
black  fluff  robe. 

Moll  of  the  men  had  their  names  marked  on 
their  arms,  and  the  women  a  black  ornament 
juit  under  the  bend  of  the  elbow,  imprefTed  fo 

that 
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that  it  could  not  be  rubbed  out.  On  enquiry 
itwas  found,  that  this  pra(5lice  had  been  common 
among  the  Indians  long  before  they  were  vi- 
fited  by  any  Europeans  i  and  it  was  faid, 
that  the  necks  and  breafts  of  the  inhabitants 
of  the  adjacent  iflands  were  marked  with 
circles. 

It  could  not  be  certainly  known  how  thefe 
black  marks  were  impreffed  ;  but  the  following 
extra6b  from  M.  BolTu's  account  of  fome  Indians 
who  dwell  on  the  banks  of  the  Akanza,  a 
river  in  North  America,  will  afford  a  very  pro- 
bable conjecture  how  the  operation  is  perform- 
ed.— "  The  Akanzas  (fays  this  writer)  have 
"  adopted  me,  and,  as  a  mark  of  my  privilege, 
*'  have  imprinted  the  figure  of  a  roe-buck  upon 
"  my  thigh,  which  was  done  in  this  manner : 
"  an  Indian  having  burnt  fome  draw,  diluted  the 
"  allies  with  water,  and,  with  this  mixture,  drew 
**  the  figure  upon  my  fkin  •,  he  then  retraced  it 
«'  by  pricking  the  lines  with  needles,  fo  as  at 
"  every  juncture  juft  to  draw  the  blood,  and 
**  the  blood  mixing  with  the  afhes  of  the  ftraw, 
*'  forms  a  figure  which  can  never  be  effaced." 

The  houfes  on  the  illand  of  Savu  are  of  dif- 
ferent lengths,  from  twenty  feet  to  four  hun- 
dred, according  to  the  rank  of  the  inhabitant, 
and  are  fixed  on  polls  about  four  or  five  feet 
from  the  ground.  The  houfes  are  generally  di- 
vided into  three  rooms  of  equal  fize,  the  center 
room  being  fet  apart  for  the  ufe  of  the  women  •, 

and 
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and  fometimes  fmaller  rooms  are  enclofed  from 
the  fides  of  the  building,  the  whole  of  which 
is  thatched  with  the  leaves  of  the  palm-tree. 

The  natives  eat  of  all  the  tame  animals  which 
the  ifland  produces,  but  they  prefer  the  hog  to 
all  the  reft;  next  to  hogs  flcfh  they  admire 
that  of  the  horfe,  to  which  fucceeds  the  Buffalo, 
and  then  the  poultry ;  and  they  like  the  flelh 
of  cats  and  dogs  much  better  than  that  of  goats 
and  fheep.  Fifli  is  not  eaten  but  by  the  poorer 
people,  nor  even  by  them,  but  when  fome  bu- 
finefs  demands  their  attendance  near  the  fea- 
coaft ;  and  then  each  man  has  a  fmall  cafting 
net,  which  he  wears  tied  round  his  body  when 
he  has  not  occafion  to  ufe  it. 

The  fan-palm  is  the  mod  remarkable,  and 
moft  ufeful  tree  that  grows  on  the  ifland,  its 
ufes  being  equally  great  and  various  :  foon  af- 
ter the  buds  put  forth  the  natives  cut  them,  and 
tying  under  them  little  bafkets  formed  of  the 
leaves  of  the  tree,  a  liquor  drops  into  them, 
which  has  the  tafte  of  a  light  wine,  and  is  the 
common  liquor  of  all  the  inhabitants.  The 
men  climb  the  trees  twice  a  day  to  bring  down 
this  liquor ;  but  as  a  great  deal  more  is  thus 
obtained  than  can  be  confumed  by  drinking,  a 
part  of  the  remainder  is  made  into  coarfe  fu- 
gar,  very  excellent  of  its  kind ;  and  the  reft  is 
boiled  in  earthen  pots,  till  it  is  reduced  to  a 
fyrup,  refembling  treacle,  but  of  a  much. finer 
flavour  -,  and  with  this  fyrup  the  natives  fatten 
I  their 
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their  hogs  and  dogs.  The  leaves  of  the  tre^ 
are  applied  to  the  various  ufes  of  making  to- 
bacco pipes,  umbrellas,  cups,  bafkets,  and 
the  thatching  of  houfes.  The  fruit  of  this 
tree  is  nearly  of  the  fize  of  a  full  grown  turnip ; 
but  the  natives  are  not  fond  of  it,  nor  do  they 
fufFer  much  of  it  to  come  to  perfeftion,  as  they 
wound  the  blofToms  for  the  fake  of  the  liquor 
that  diftils  from  them  •,  the  kernels  of  the  fruit 
muft  be  eaten  before  it  is  ripe,  otherwifc  they 
are  fo  hard,  that  the  teeth  will  not  penetrate 
them. 

As  wood  for  firing  is  very  fcarce  on  the  ifland, 
the  natives,  by  the  following  method,  make  a 
very  little  of  it  anfwer  the  ends  of  cookery  and 
diftillation.  A  hollow  is  dug  under  ground, 
in  a  direft  line,  about  two  yards  long,  with 
a  hole  at  each  end,  one  of  which  is  large  and 
the  other  fmall  j  the  fire  is  put  in  at  the 
lar<yefl:  hole,  while  the  fmaller  one  ferves  for 
a  draught.  Circular  holes  are  made  through 
the  earth,  which  covers  this  cavity;  and  on 
thefe  holes  arc  fet  earthen  pots,  which 
being  large  in  the  middle,  and  fmaller  to- 
wards the  bottom,  the  fire  a6ls  upon  a  con- 
fiderablc  part  of  their  furface.  Thefe  pots 
contain,  mod  commonly,  about  eight  or  nine 
gallons  each,  and  they  are  kept  continually 
boiling,  with  a  very  trifling  quantity  of  fuel, 
fuch  as  a  palm-leaf,  oV  a   dry  Italki  in   this 
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manner  all  their  viduals   are  boiled,  as  well 
as  their  fyrup  and  fugar. 

Both  the  men  and  women  chew  betle  and 
areca,  mixed  with  a  fort  of  lime,  compofed 
of  fliells  and  coral  ftones  ;  and  as  they  fre- 
quently add  tobacco  to  the  other  ingredients, 
and  acquire  this  difguftful  pradice  almofi:  in 
their  infancy,  there  is  not  a  fweec  breath,  or  a 
found  fet  of  teeth  in  the  whole  ifland.  They 
fometimes  fmoke  tobacco,  and  the  women,  par- 
ticularly, fwallow  the  fmoke.  Their  pipes  are 
made  of  the  palm  leaf,  about  the  fize  of  a 
goofe  quill,  and  half  a  foot  long,  in  one  end  of 
which  they  put  the  tobacco  deiigned  for  fmok- 

The  ifland  confifts  of  five  divifions,  each  of 
which  has  a  Raja,  or  chief  Governor,  of  its  own. 
Thefe  divifions  are  called  Tir.io,  Massara, 
Regeeua,  Laai,  and  Seba.  It  was  on  this 
laft  divifion  that  our  Englifti  adventurers  went 
on  Ihore  :  the  Raja  of  which  was  between  thirty 
and  forty  years  of  age,  and  remarkable  for  his 
corpulency.  He  governs  his  people  with  the 
moft  abfolute  authority,  but  takes  on  him  very 
Htde  of  the  parade,  or  pomp  of  royalty.  The 
prime  minifter,  who  has  been  heretofore  men- 
tioned, appeared  to  be  invelted  with  great  pow- 
er, and  almofl:  v/holly  to  direft  the  actions  of 
the  Raja  ;  yet,  fuch  were  the  abilities  and  inte- 
grity of  this  man,  that  the  people  univerfally 
adored  him.    When  any  difpute  happens  among 
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the  natives,  it  is  inftantly  fettled  by  the  Rajs 
and  his  counlellors,  in  the  mofl  equitable  and- 
fatisfaftory  manner. 

The  hiflory  of  this  ifland  depends  chiefly  on 
the  authority  of  Mr.  Lange,  the  Dutch  fadlor^ 
who  informed  Captain  Cook,  that  it  was  able 
to  raife  feven  thoufand  three  hundred  fighting 
men,  on  the  fnortefl  notice.  Thefe  are  armed 
with  lances,  fpears,  mufkets,  targets,  and  pole- 
axes,  which  lall  are  not  unlike  a  wood-bill, 
only  that  they  are  much  heavier,  and  have- 
firait  edges.  The  natives  are  fo  expert  in  the 
ufe  of  their  lancer,,  that  they  will  throw 
them  with  fuch  force  and  exa^lnefs,  as  to  pierce 
a  man  through  the  heart  at  the  diftance  of  fixty 
or  feventy  yards.  Notwithftanding  this  fkilL 
and  difpofition  for  war,  it  is  faid,  that  the  Rajas 
have  lived  in  the  moll  perfe6t  hari-nony  for  fe- 
veral  ages. 

While  Captain  Cook  was  on  the  ifland  he  faw 
a  great  gun  before  the  town-houfe,  and  fome 
fvvivels  and  pateraroes  •,  but  the  great  gun,  which. 
wasalmofl;confumed  by  rufl;,  lay  with  the  touch- 
hole  to  the  ground,  and  the  fvvivels  and  pate- 
raroes were  not  in  their  carriages.  In  the  town- 
houfe  were  a  number  of  fpears  and  targets,  of 
as  many  diflferent  fizes  as  there  were  weapons  5 
and  with  thefe  the  natives  were  armed  when 
they  came  down  with  Dr.  Solander,  with  a  view 
to  influence  the  market.  The  infides  of  the 
mufliets  were  almoU  dellroyed  by  rufl:,  though 
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tlieir  outfides  were  kept  clean  and  bright :  the 
men  had  very  little,  if  any,  powder  or  ball  in 
their  cartridge-boxes  ;  but  a  piece  of  paper  v;as 
put  into  each  hole,  as  if  they  had  been  pro- 
perly furniflied.  It  has  been  already  mention- 
ed, that  they  marched  in  the  mofl  irregular 
manner;  and  each  man  brought  with  him  a  lit- 
tle tobacco,  a  fowl,  or  fome  other  trifle,  for 
fale. 

The  inhabitants  of  Savu  are  divided  into 
five  ranks  ;  the  Rajas,  the  land-owners,  manu- 
faflurers,  labourers,  and  flaves.  The  land- 
owners are  refpeded  in  proportion  to  the  extent 
of  their  lands,  and  the  number  of  their  flaves, 
which  laft  are  bought  and  fold  with  the  eftates 
to  which  they  belong ;  but  v/hen  a  flave  is 
bought  feparately,  a  fat  hog  is  the  price  of  the 
purchafe.  Though  a  man  may  fell  his  (lave  in 
this  manner,  or  convey  him  with  his  lands,  yet 
his  power  over  him  extends  no  farther,  for  he 
mud  not  even  (Irike  him  without  the  Raja's 
permifiion.  The  eilates  of  thefe  land-owners 
are  of  very  different  extent ;  for  fome  of  theni 
poflefs  not  above  five  flaves,  and  fome  five  hun- 
dred. When  a  man  of  rank  goes  abroad,  one 
of  his  flaves  follows  him,  v/ith  a  filver  hiked 
fword  or  hanger,  ornamented  with  horfe  hair 
taflTels  i  while  another  is  furnifhed  with  a  little 
bag,  containing  tobacco,  betle,  arcca,  and  lime; 
and  even  the  Rajas  themfelvcs  take  no  farther 
ftate  upon  them. 

F  2  The 
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The  natives  of  Savu  entertain  a  veneratiom 
for  antiquity,  fuperior,  perhaps,  to  that  of  any 
other  people   in  the   world,     Their  principal 
boaft  is  a  long  line  of  venerable  anceftors  :  the 
houfes  that  have  been  well  tenanted  for  fuccef- 
five  generations  are  held  in  the  higheft  efteem  ; 
and  even  the  ftones,  which  are  worn  fmooth  by 
having  been  lac  upon  for  a:ies,  become  valua- 
ble from    that   very    circumftance  :    the    man 
whofe  progenitors  have  bequeathed  him  any  of 
thefe  ftones,    or   whofe  opulence   has  enabled 
him  to  purchafe  them,  caules  them  to  be  rang* 
ed  round  his  habitation,  for  his  fervants  and 
flaves  to  lit  upon. 

In  the  chief  town  of  each  diftpid  the  Raja 
caufes  a  huge  ftone  to  be  fet  up,  as  a  monument 
of  his  reign.     Thirteen  fuch  itones  were  kea 
in  the   province  of  Seba,  and  the  remains  of  ■ 
many  others,  that  have  iuffered  greatly  by  the 
v.'afting  hand  of  time.     Thefe  ftones  are  ail 
placed  on  the  top  of  a  hill,   and  fome  of  them 
are  fo  enormoudy  large,  that  it  is  impofiible  to 
conceive  by  what  contrivance  they  could  have 
been  placed  in  fuch  a  fituation,  ncr  could  any 
information  in  this  refped  be  obtained  from  the 
natives.     From  thefe  monuments  it  is  evident, 
that  the  ifland  has  been  regularly  governed  for 
a  feries  of  ages  paft. 

On  the  death  of  a  Raja,  proclamation  is  made 
that  all  his  fubjedls  fliall  hold  a  folemn  feftival ; 
on  which  they  proceed  to  the  hill  where  thefe 

ftones^ 
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(tones  are  ereded,  and  feaft  for  feveral  weeks 
or  months,  killing  every  animal  that  can  be 
found,  to  furnifli  out  the  treat,  which  is  daily 
fervedupon  the  monumental  (tones.  When  the 
whole  ftock  is  exhaufted,  they  are  compelled 
to  a  fevere  fait ;  and  when  it  happens  that  the 
feaft  ends  in  the  dry  feafon,  when  they  cannot 
get  vegetables  to  eat,  they  have  no  other  fub- 
fiftance  than  the  palm  fyrup  and  water,  till  the 
few  animals  that  efcape  the  general  maflacre 
have  bred  a  fufficient  number  for  a  frefli  fupply ; 
except  indeed  that  the  adjacent  diftridts  may 
afford  fome  relief.  The  natives  of  Savu  have  an 
inftrument  with  which  they  clear  the  cotton  of 
its  feeds,  which  is  only  about  feven  inches  in 
height,  and  fourteen  in  length-,  but  is  conftruc- 
ted  on  common  mechanical  principles.  They 
have  likewife  a  machine,  with  which  they  fpin 
by  hand,  in  the  fame  manner  as  the  women  of 
England  did,  before  the  ufe  of  fpinning-wheels 
was  known.  The  yarn  they  make  is  dyed  as 
before-mentioned,  and  they  were  once  obferved 
to  be  dying  fome  girdles  for  the  women,  of  a 
deep  red  colour. 

The  natives  in  general  are  robuft  and  healthy, 
and  had  the  appearance  of  being  long-lived. 
The  fmall-pox  has  found  its  way  to  this  iQand,' 
and  is»as  much  dreaded  as  the  peftilence:  when 
this  diforder  attacks  any  perfon,  he  is  carried 
to  fome  fpot  at  a  great  diftance  from  any  houfe, 
^here  his  food  is  conveyed  to  him  by  means 

of 
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of  a  long  flick,  for  no  one  will  venture  very 
near  the  invalid,  who  is  thus  left  to  take  his 
chance  of  life  or  death. 

The  ifland  of  Savu  having  been  vifited  by 
the  Portuguefe  almoft  at  their  firft  failing  into 
this  part  of  the  world,  they  eflablifhed  a  fet- 
tlemenc  upon  itj  but  in  a  little  time  they  were 
fucceeded  by  the  Dutch,  who,  though  they  did 
not  formally  poffefs  themfelves  of  the  ifland, 
fent  a  number  of  trading  vefTels  to  eftablilh  a 
commerce  with  tlie  natives.  It  is  thought  that 
the  Dutch  purchafes  are  chiefly  confined  to 
provifions  for  the  fupply  of  the  Spice  Iflands, 
the  inhabitants  of  which,  cultivating  almofl: 
every  fpot  of  ground  for  the  fpice  trade,  breed 
but  a  fmall  number  of  cattle.  A  few  years 
?igo  the  Dutch  Eafl:  India  Company  made  an 
agreement  with  the  feveral  Rajas  of  the  ifland, 
by  which  it  was  covenanted,  that  a  quantity  of 
rice,  maize,  and  calevances  fliould  be  annually 
furnillied  to  the  Dutch,  who,  in  return,  fupply 
the  Rajas  with  arrack,  cutlery  wares,  linen, 
filk,  and  fome  other  things.  Small  veflTels, 
each  of  v>'hich  is  manned  by  ten  Indians,  are 
fent  from  Timor,  to  bring  away  the  maize  and 
calevances,  and  a  ftiip  which  brings  the  articles 
which  are  furniflied  by  the  Dutch,  receives  the 
rice  on  board  once  a  year :  and  there  being 
three  bays  on  the  coafl:,  this  vefl"el  anchors  in 
each  of  them  in  its  turn.  The  Rajas  accept  the 
Dutch  articles  of  commerce  as  a  prei'ent ;  and 

they 
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they  and  their  chief  attendants  drink  incefiant- 
ly  of  the  arrack  till  it  is  all  gone.  In  the  agree- 
ment abovementioned,  the  Rajas  ftipulated, 
that  a  Dutch  refident  fhould  be  conftantly  on 
the  ifland,  to  oblerve  that  their  part  of  the  con- 
traft  was  fulfilled. 

The  Dutch  having  thus  concluded  the  treaty, 
fent  Mr.  Lange  to  ad  as  their  refident,  and  a 
kind  of  afliftant  to  him,  whofe  father  was  a  Por- 
tuguefe,  and   his    mother  a  native  cf  Timor, 
with  one  Frederick  Craig,  whofe  father  was  a 
Dutchman,  and  his  mother  an  Indian.     Once 
every  two   months  Lange  is  attended  by  fifty 
flaves  on  horfe-back,  and  in  this  (late  vifits  each 
of  the  Rajas,  and,  if  the  crops  are  ripe,  or- 
ders velTels  to  convey  them  immediately  to  Ti- 
mor, fo  that  they  are  not  even  houfed  on  the 
ifland.     It  is  a  part  of  Lange's  bufinefs  to  per- 
fuade  the  land-owners  to  plant,  if  he  fees  that 
there  has  been   any  negleft  on  their  part.     He 
conltantly  takes  with  him  a  quantity  of  arrack, 
by  the  help  of  which  he  does  not  fail  of  making 
advantageous  bargains  with  the  Rajas. 

Lange  had  been  on  this  ifland  ten  years,  dur- 
ing all  which  time  he  had  not  (cen.  a  v/hite  per- 
fon,  except  thofe  who  came  annually  in  the 
Dutch  fhip  to  carry  off  the  rice.  He  is  marri- 
ed to  an  Indian  woman,  a  native  of  the  ifland 
of  Timor,  and  he  lives  in  the  fame  manner  as 
the  inhabitants  of  Savu,  whofe  language  he. 
fpeaks  better  than  any  other  -,  like  them  too  he 

fits 
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fits  on  the  ground  and  chews  betle,  and  has  (d 
perfedly  adopted  their  manners,  that  he  is  an 
abfolute  Indian,  except  in  drefs  and  complexion.' 

Mr.  Craig  is  employed  in  teaching  the  chil- 
dren to  write  and  read,  and  inflruding  them  in 
the  principles  of  Chriftianity.  The  new  tefta* 
ment,  a  catechifm,  and  feme  other  fmall  books 
of  divinity,  have  been  printed  in  the  language 
of  Savu,  and  the  adjacent  illands,  at  the  ex- 
pence  of  the  Dutch.  Mr.  Craig  faid,  there 
were  fix  hundred  Chriftians  in  the  townihip  of 
Seba  only ;  yet  there  is  neither  a  church  nor  a 
clergyman  throughout  the  ifland. 

The  religion  of  fuch  of  the  natives  of  Savu 
as  have  not  embraced  Chriftianity,  is  a  fingular 
fort  of  Paganifm,  as  evei»y  man  makes  choice 
of  his  own  God,  and  worfhips  him  according 
to  his  own  fancy ;  fo  that  the  variety  of  Dei- 
ties, and  the  methods  of  adoring  them,  are 
fcarcely  fewer  than  the  number  of  inhabitants^ 
The  morality  of  thefe  people,  however,  is  of 
the  pureft  kind.  A  robbery  is  fcarce  ever  com.* 
mitted,  and  a  murder  is  never  perpetrated. 
When  any  difputes  arife  between  the  natives, 
they  inftantly  fubmit  the  point  in  debate  to  the' 
decifion  of  the  Raja,  and  reft  perfectly  fatisfied 
with  his  determination.  No  man  is  permitted 
to  marry  more  than  one  wife  j  yet  a  violation  of 
the  marriage  bed,  or  even  the  crime  of  fimple 
fornication,  is  almoft  wholly  unknown  among 
them.    Happy  people!    the  purity  of  whofe 

morals 
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Jmorals  renders  them  fit  objedls  of  the  envy  and 
emulation  of  the  Chriftian  world. 

Of  the  iflands  in  the  neighbourhood  of  Sa- 
vu,  the  principal  is  Timor,  which  is  annually 
vifited  by  the  Dutch  refidcnts  on  the  other 
iQands,  in  order  to  make  up  their  accounts. 
Some  of  the  towns  on  the  north  fide  of  Timor 
are  in  the  hands  of  the  Portuguefe ;  but  the 
Dutch  poflefs  the  far  greater  proportion  of  the 
ifland,  on  which  they  have  built  a  fort,  and 
eredled  feveral  ftore-houfes. 

There  are  three  fmall  iflands,  called  the  So- 
lars, which  produce  a  great  abundance  of  the 
various  ncceffaries  of  life,  that  are  carried  in 
fmall  vefTels  to  the  Dutch  fettlement  on  the 
ifland  of  Timor  :  thefe  iflands  are  low  and  flat, 
and  one  of  them  has  a  commodious  harbour, 

Wefliward  from  the  Solars  lies  the  little  ifland 
of  Ende,  which  is  yet  in  the  pofl^eflion  of  the 
Portuguefe,  who  have  built  a  confiderable  town, 
called  Larntuca,  on  the  north  Cdft  point  of  it  j 
and  clofe  to  the  town  is  an  harbour  where  fliips 
may  ride  in  fafety. 

The  ifland  of  Rotte  has  a  Dutch  refident  on 
it,  whole  bufmefs  is  fimilar  to  that  of  Mr. 
Lange  on  the  ifland  of  Savu  :  Rotte  produces, 
befides  fuch  things  as  are  common  to  the  other 
iflands,  a  confiderable  quantity  of  fugar,  which 
is  now  made  to  a  great  degree  of  perfedion. 

There  is  likewife  a  fmall  ifland  lying  to  the 

weftward  of  Savu,  the  chief  produce  of  which 
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is  areca-nuts,  of  which  the  Dutch  receive,  m 
exchange  for  European  commodities,  as  large 
a  quantity  every  year  as  will  load  two  veflels. 

A  French  (hip  was  wrecked  on  the  coaft  of 
Timor,  about  two  years  before  the  Endeavour 
was  in  thefe  feas.  She  had  been  lodged  on  the 
«ock  feveral  days,  when  the  wind  tore  her  to 
pieces  in  an  inftant,  and  the  Captain,  with  the 
greater  number  of  the  feamen,  were  drowned  5. 
but  a  Lieutenant  and  about  eighty  men  having 
reached  the  fhore,  travelled  acrofs  the  country 
of  Concordia,  where  their  immediate  necefllties 
were  relieved,  after  which  they  returned  to  the 
wreck,  in  company  with  fome  Dutch  and  In- 
dians, who  aflifted  them  in  recovering  all  their 
chefts  of  bullion,  fome  of  their  guns,  and  other 
effeds  :  which  being  done,  they  returned  to 
Concordia,  v;here  they  remained  feveral  weeks  ; 
but,  in  this  interval,  death  made  fuch  havock 
among  them,  that  not  above  half  their  number 
remained  to  be  fent  to  their  native  country, 
which  was  done  as  foon  as  a  veflel  could  be  fit- 
ted out  for  that  purpofe. 

To  clofe  the  account  of  the  ifland  of  Savu,. 
it  now  only  remains  to  give  the  following  fpe- 
cimien  of  the  language  of  its  inhabitants. 

Specimen  of  the  language  of  the  inhabitants  of 
the  ifland  of  Savu. 
Momonne,  Jl  man. 

Monamaj  jin  old  man, 

Monecopia,. 
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Monecopai, 

A  boy. 

Anawuneekee, 

A  chili. 

Madda, 

The  eyes. 

Otaile, 

The  temples* 

Sivanga, 

The  nofe. 

Tangarei, 

The  forehead. 

Cavaranga, 

The  cheeks. 

Vaio, 

The  tongut. 

Lacoco, 

The  neck. 

Duloo, 

The  belly. 

Pagavee, 

The  chin. 

Camaccod 

The  arms. 

"Wulalea, 

The  hand. 

Rootoo, 

The  knees^ 

Baibo, 

The  legs. 

Duneeala, 

The  feet. 

Row, 

Hair, 

Onaca, 

A  dog. 

Vavee, 

A  hog. 

Doomba, 

A  fheep,; 

Maio, 

A  cat. 

Doleela, 

A  bird. 

Dulloo, 

An  egg. 

Nudoo, 

Afifh, 

Unjoo, 

A  turtle. 

Vooe, 

Fruit. 

Nai, 

Tobacco, 

Yirroo, 

Oranges. 

Arre, 

Rice. 

Lodo, 

The  fun. 

Wurroo, 

The  mooni 
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Booro, 
Cova, 
Capa, 
Sooree, 
Bulla, 
Sao-lodo, 
Munda-lodo> 
O, 

Gnaa, 
Neenawei, 
Ta  eacQ, 
Ta  rai, 
Ta  mudje, 
Ta  bunge, 
IfTe,  or  ufTe. 
Rooe, 
Tulloo, 
Uppa, 
Lumee, 
Unna, 
Petoo, 
Aroo, 
Saio, 
Singooroo, 
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Bread. 

A  coat, 

A  Jloip. 

Red. 

Black. 

^he  morning. 

The  evening. 

Tes. 

'To  eat. 

To  drink. 

To  walk. 

To  run. 

To  talk. 

To  fneize. 

One, 

Two« 

Threei 

Four. 

Five, 

Six. 

Sevenl 

Eight, 

Nine, 

Ten, 


Singooroo  iffe, 


Eleven, 


The  Endeavour  failed  from  the  ifland  of  Sa- 
vu  on  the  21ft  of  September  17^0,  and  bent 
her  courfe  weftward.  In  the  afternoon  of  this 
day  a  little  flat  ifland  was  difcovered  in  10  de- 
grees 47  minutes  fouth  latitude,  and  238  de- 
grees 
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grees  28  minutes  weft  longitude,  wiiich  has  not 
been  laid  down  in  any  of  the  charts  hitherto 
publiflied. 

When  the  fliip  got  clear  of  the  feveral  iflands 
before-mentioned,  there  was  a  continual  fwell 
of  the  feafrom  the  fouth,  which  Captain  Cook 
imputed  to  the  pofition  of  the  coaft  of  New 
South  Wales,  imagining  it  to  have  determined 
the  fea  in  that  diredtion. 

On  the  28th  they  fteered  north- weft  the  whole 
day,  in  order  to  get  fight  of  the  land  of  Java  ; 
and  on  the  30th  the  Captain  received  from  moft 
of  the  officers  and  feamen  their  refpeftive  jour- 
nals of  the  voyage,  regarding  which  he  advifed 
them  to  obferve  the  moft  profound  fecrecy :  and 
he  likewife  pofTefTed  himfelf  of  the  log-book. 
In  the  night  following  there  was  a  ftorm  of 
thunder  and  lightning,  when  the  land  of  Java 
was  feen  to  the  eaftward  by  the  brightnefs  of  the 
lightning.  In  the  morning  they  had  fight  of 
the  ifland  of  Cracatoa,  Vvfhichis  fingularfor  the 
height  of  its  peak. 

Early  in  the  morning  of  the  2d  of  October, 
when  the  ftiip  was  in  fifteen  fathom  water,  fhc 
was  clofe  in  with  the  coaft  of  Java,  along  which 
they  now  fteered.  As  their  faithful  Indian 
friend  Tupia  was  at  this  time  extremely  ill,  the 
Captain  difpatched  a  boat  to  the  ftiore,  to  en- 
deavour to  bring  him  fome  refreftiing  fruits,  and 
likewife  to  procure  grafs  for  the  buffaloes.  As 
foon  as  the  boat  landed,  the  inhabitants  aftiftcd 
J  the 
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the  feamen  in  cutting  grafs  for  the  cattle,  and 
if)  gathering  a  bunch  of  plantains  and  a  few  co- 
coa-nuts, for  which  they  received  a  {billing,  and 
which  were  brought  off  to  the  fhip.  The  land 
of  Java  had  a  delightful  appearance,  being 
every  where  well  covered  with  trees. 

This  day  they  had  fight  of  two  Dutch  veflels, 
and  an  officer  being  difpatched  to  one  of  them, 
to  learn  any  interefting  intelligence,  he  brought 
word  back,  that  the   Swallow   had  reached  the 
Englilh  channel  in  fafety,  that  difputes   were 
carried  to  great  lengths  at  home,  in  regard  to 
the  minifters,  and  in  America,  on  account  of 
taxes  •,  and  that  the  Ruffians,  Poles  and  Turks, 
were  embroiled  in  a  war.     The  officer  faid,  that 
the  vefTels  were  Dutch  Eail  Indiamen,  bound 
from  Batavia,  one  of  them  to  the  coaft  of  Ma- 
labar, and  the  other  to  the  ifland  of  Ceylon  : 
he  faid  likewife,  that  there  was  a  kind  of  packet- 
boat,  which  he  had  been  told,  was  appointed 
to  carry  letters  from  fuch  Dutch   (hips  as  came 
thither  to   Batavia ;  but  Captain  Cook  conjec- 
tured, that  her  bufinefs  was  to   examine  fuch 
Ihips  as  fhould  pafs  the  Streight. 

The  ih'ip  had  now  been  fome  hours  at  an- 
chor ;  but  a  light  breeze  fpringing  up  in  the 
evening,  they  got  under  fail,  and  continued  to 
proceed  at  a  flow  rate  during  the  night.  On 
the  ^6,  in  the  morning,  the  Dutch  packet-boat 
was  obferved  failing  after  the  Enr'eavour ;  but 
Ihe  bore  away  again  on  the  fliifting  of  the  wind. 

This 
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This  changing  of  the  wind  obliging  the  En- 
deavour to  come  to  an  anchor,  the  mailer  of 
the  packet-boat  came  along  fide  of  her,  in  one 
of  the  boats  belonging  to  the  country,  bringing 
with  him  rice-birds,  monkies,  parrots,  parro- 
quets,  ducks,  fowls,  turtle,  and  other  thino-s, 
with  an  intention  to  lell  them  ;  but  as  the  flock 
which  had  been  laid  in  at  Savu  was  not  yet  con- 
fumed,  and  he  had  fixed  very  high  prices  on 
his  commodities,  very  few  articles  were  pur- 
chafed  :  the  Captain,  however,  bought  twenty 
or  thirty  fowls,  and  a  fmall  turtle. 

The  mailer  of  the  packet-boat  had  brought 
with  him  two  books,  in  one  of  which  he  wrote 
down  the  Captain's  name,  and  that  of  the  vef- 
fel,  to  be  fent  to  the  Governor  and  Council  of 
the  Indies  ;  and  in  the  orher  book  he  requefted 
that  fome  of  the  gentlemen  on  board  would 
likewife  write  down  the  name  of  the  veilel,  with 
that  of  the  Captain  ;  where  fhe  came  from,  to 
what  port  fhe  was  bound,  and  as  many  particu- 
lars refpeding  any  perfon  on  board,  as  them- 
felves  might  think  neceffary,  to  fatisfy  the  curio- 
fity  of  any  of  their  friends  who  might  afterwards 
enquire  for  them.  In  this  book  many  For- 
tuguefe  vefTels,  and  fome  of  other  countries 
had  m.ade  entries  of  the  lame  kmd  ;  but  a  Lieu- 
tenant on  board  the  Endeavour  having  wiirten 
the  fliip's  name,  added  only' the  words,  *'  from 
Europe  "  yet  of  this  the  mafler  of  the  packet 
took  no  other  norice,  than   by   fayirg   he  was 

contCQt 
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content  with  whatever  they  were  pleafed  to 
write,  which  was  intended  folely  for  the  infor- 
mation of  their  friends. 

They  now  weighed  the  anchor,  and  made 
repeated  attempts  to  fail  -,  but  the  wind  not 
blowing  fo  as  to  enable  the  veflel  to  fteni  the 
ciirrentj  fhe  lay  to  till  the  morning  of  the  5th, 
when  a  Dutch  officer  came  along-fide  the  fliip, 
and  fent  a  printed  paper  to  the  Captain,  in  ex- 
ceeding bad  Englilh ;  the  contents  of  which 
were  to  enquire, 

I  ft,  Thefliip's  name,  and  to  what  nation  fhe 
belonged  ? 

2d,  Whether  fhe  came  from  Europe,  or  any 
other  place  ? 

3d.  What  place  fhe  had  laft  departed  from? 

4th,  To  what  place  flie  was  bound  ? 

5th,  How  many  fhips  belonging  to  the  Dutch 
Company  had  been  feen  at  the  laft  coaft  the  fhip 
had  left,  and  their  names,? 

6th,  If  one  or  more  of  thefe  fhips  had  been 
in  company  with  the  Endeavour,  and  was  or 
were  failed  for  that,  or  any  other  place  ? 

7th,  If,  during  the  voyage,  any  thing  re- 
markable had  happened,  or  been  feen  ? 

8th,  If  any  fhips  had  been  feen  and  hailed 
at  fea,  or  in  the  ftreight  of  Sunda,  and  what 
they  were  ? 

9th,  If  they  had  brought  any  other  news  wor- 
thy of  attention,  from  the  place  whence  the 
fliip  toolt  her  laft  departure ;  or  if  any  thing 

elfe 
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rife  had  happened  during  the  voyage,  that  was 
worth  communicating. 

Thefe  queilions  were  underfigned,  "  Batavia, 
in  the  caftle.  By  order  of  the  Governor  Ge- 
neral, and  the  Couniellors  of  India,  J.  Bran- 

DER  BuNGL,    Sec." 

Tt  was  obferved,  that  the  officer  had  many- 
other  papers  of  the  fame  kind,  in  French,  Dutch, 
and  other  languages.  Captain  Cook  did  not 
think  proper  to  anfwer  any  of  the  above  quef- 
tions,  except  the  firft  and  the  fourth.  When 
the  Dutchman  obferved  this,  he  faid,  that  an- 
fwers  to  the  ether  queftions  were  not  material ; 
yet  he  feemed  to  contradift  what  hehadjuft 
advanced,  by  faying,  that  he  muft  difpatch  the 
paper  to  Batavia,  and  that  it  would  reach  that 
place  by  noon  on  the  following  day.  This  in- 
cident is  particularly  recorded,  becaufe  the  ex- 
amining the  fhips  which  fail  through  the 
llreight,  is  faid  to  be  a  piece  of  Dutch  policy 
of  very  modern  date. 

As  foon  as  the  Dutch  officer  was  departed, 
the  anchor  was  weighed ;  but  the  fhip  was 
obliged  to  come  to  an  anchor  again  in  about  four 
hours,  for  want  of  wind  to  enable  her  properly 
to  ftem  the  current.  A  breeze  foon  fpringing  up, 
the  veffel  held  on  her  way  till  the  following 
morning,  when  flie  was  again  obliged  to  be 
brought  to  an  anchor,  owing  to  the  rapidity  of 
the  current.  This  day  and  the  next  they 
weighed  the  anchor,   and  brought   to  feveral 

H  times. 
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times.     On   the  8th  they  weighed,  and  flood 
clear  of  a   large  ledge  of  rocks,   which  they 
had  been  near  running  fowl  of  the  preceding 
day  ',  but  before  noon  this  day  they  were  once 
more   obliged   to  anchor  near  a  little  ifland, 
which  was   not  laid    down  in   any  chart  that 
they  had  on  board.    It  is  one  of  thofe  that  bear 
the  name  of  the  Milles  ifles  ;  and  McfTrs    So- 
lander  and  Banks  having  landed  upon-  it,  €(>!- 
kded  a  few  plants,    a4id  fliot  a  bat  which  was 
a  yard  long,  being  meaiured  Irom  the  extreme 
points   of  th^e  wings ;  they   alio  killed   a  few 
plovers,  in  all  refpeds  like  the  Englilh  goldea 
plover.     On  this  ifland,   the  breadth  of  wnich 
does  not  exceed  one  hundred  yards,  and  the 
length  five  hundred,   they  found  a  houfe,   and 
a   little  fpot  of  cultivated  ground,  and  Oii  it 
arew  the  Pahia  Chrijli,  from  which  the  Weil 
Indians  make  the  caftor  oil. 

In  a  little  time  after  the  gentlemen  came 

back  to  the  fnip,  fome  Malays  came  along- 

fide,   in    a   boat,    bringing    with   them   fome 

pumpkins,  dried  fifh,  and  turtle  for  fale :  one 

of  the  turtles,  which  weighed  near  one  hundred 

and  fifty  pounds,   they  fold  for  a  dollar,  and 

•feemed  to  expedl  the  fame  piece  of  money  for 

their  pumpkins  •,   but  it  being  hinted  to  them 

that  a  dollar  was  too  much,  they  defired  that 

one  tPiight  be  cut,  and  a  piece  of  it  given  to 

them  :    but  this  not  being  complied  with,   they 

at  length  fold  fix  and  twenty  pumpkins  for  a 

Portu- 
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i^ortuguele  petacka.  When  they  departed  they 
intimated  their  wiflies,  that  this  tranladtion 
might  not  be  mentioned  at  Batavia. 

The  (hip  now  made  but  (low  way  till  night, 
when  the  land  breeze  fpringing  up,  they  failed 
to  the  eaft  fouth-eaft,  and  on  the  following  day, 
by  the  afliflance  of  the  fea  breeze,  they  came 
to  an  anchor  in  the  road  of  Batavia.  At  this 
place  they  found  a  number  of  large  Dutch 
vefTels,  the  Harcourt  Eafl  Indiaman  from  Eng- 
land, which  had  loft  her  pafTage  to  China,  and 
two  Ihips  belonging  to  the  private  trade  of  our 
India  Company. 

The  Endeavour  had  no  fooner  anchored, 
than  a  fhip  was  obferved,  with  a  broad  pendant 
flying,  from  which  a  boat  was  difpatched  to 
demand  the  name  of  the  vefTel,  with  that  of 
the  Commander,  &c.  To  thefe  enquiries  Cap- 
tain Cook  gave  fuch  anlwers  as  he  thought 
proper,  and  the  officer  who  commanded  the  boat 
departed.  This  gentleman  and  the  crew  that 
attended  him  were  fo  worn  down  by  the  un- 
healthinefs  of  the  climate,  that  they  appeared 
but  as  the  fliadows  of  men  j  which  the  Captain 
deemed  a  fad  prefage  of  the  havock  which  death 
v/ould  ibon  make  among  his  crew  j  yet  at  pre- 
fent  there  was  not  one  invalid  on  board,  except 
the  Indian  Tupia  :  the  Englifh  tars,  whofe  want 
of  forefight  and  defiance  of  danger  is  notorious, 
ieemed  not  to  entertain  the  lead  idea  that  even 
ficknefs  would  attack  a  fet  of  mi:n  fo  hardened 
H  2  as 
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as  they  were  by  different  climates;  but  alas  ? 
they  had  very  little  idea  of  the  fatal  contagion 
which  impregnates  the  air  of  Batavia. 

The  Captain  now  difpatched  an  officer  to  the 
Governor  of  the  town,  to  apologize  for  the  En- 
deavour's not  faluting  ;  for  he  had  but  three 
guns  proper  for  the  purpofe,  except  fvvivels,  and 
he  was  apprehenfive  that  they  would  not  be 
heard. 

The  fhip  was  at  this  time  fo  leaky,  that  fhe 
made  about  nine  inches  water  an  hour,  on  the 
average  •,  part  of  her  falib  keel  was  gone  -,  one 
of  her  pumps  was  totally  ufelefs,  and  the  reft 
fo  very  much  decayed,  that  they  could  not  lafl 
long.  The  officers  and  feamen  concurring  in 
opinion,  that  the  Ihip  could  not  fafely  put  to 
fea  again  in  this  condition,  the  Captain  refolved 
to  folicit  permiffion  to  heave  her  down  ;  but  as 
he  had  learnt  that  this  muft  be  done  in  writing, 
he  drew  up  a  petition,  and  had  it  tranflatcd  in- 
to Dutch. 

On  Wednefday  the  loth  of  Odober  1770, 
the  Captain  and  the  reft  of  the  gentlemen  went 
on  ftiore,  and  applied  to  the  only  Englifti  gen- 
tleman then  refidcnt  at  Batavia  :  this  gentleman, 
whofe  name  was  Leith,  received  his  country- 
men in  the  politeft  manner,  and  entertained 
them  at  dinner  with  great  hojpitality.  Mr. 
Leith  informiCd  them,  that  a  public  hotel  was 
kept  in  the  town,  by  order  of  the  Dutch  go- 
vernment, at  which  place  merchants  and  other 

llrangers 
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(Irangers  were  obliged   to  lodge,  and   chat  the 
landlord  of  the  hotel  was  bound  to  find  them 
warehoufes  for  their  goods,  on  the  condition  of 
his  receiving   ten   fhillings  on  every  hundred 
pounds  of  their  value  ;  but  that  as  the  Endea- 
vour was  a  King's  fhip,  her  officers,  and  the 
other  gentlemen,    might    refide    where    they 
thought  proper,  only  afl<ing  leave  of  the  Go- 
vernor, whofe   permiOion   would    be    inrtantly 
obtained.     Mr.  Leith  added,  that  they  mio-ht 
live  cheaper  in  this  way  than   at  the  hotel,  if 
they  had   any  perfon  who    fpoke  the    Malay 
tongue,  on  whom  they  could  rely  in  the  pur- 
chafe  of  their  provifions :  but  as  there  was  no 
fuch  perfon  among  the  whole  fhip's  crev/,  the 
gentlemen  immediately  befpoke  beds  at  the  hotel. 
In  the  afternoon  Captain  Cook  attended  the 
Governor  General,  who  received  him  politely, 
and  told  him  to  wait  on  the  Council  the  next 
morning,  when  his  petition  Ihould  be  laid  be- 
fore them,  and  every  thing  he  folicited  would  be 
readily  granted. 

Late  in  the  evening  of  this  day  there  happen- 
ed a  moft  terrible  ftorm  of  thunder  and  light- 
ning, accompanied  with  very  heavy  rain.  In 
this  dorm  the  main-maft  of  a  Dutch  Eaft  In- 
diaman  was  fplit  and  carried  away  by  the  deck  ; 
and  the  main-top-maft  and  top  gallant-malt 
were  torn  to  pieces  ;  it  is  fuppofed,  that  the 
lightning  was  attrafled  by  an  iron  fpindle  at  the 
Plain  top-gallant- mall- head.  The  Endeavour, 
I  which 
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which  was  at  a  Imall  diftance  from  the  Dutch 
Ihip,  efcaped  without  damage,  owing,  in  Cap- 
tain Cook's  opinion,  to  an  electrical  chain, 
which  conducted  the  lightning  over  the  fide  of 
the  veflel :  and  he  recommends  chains  of  the 
fame  kind  to  be  taken  on  board  all  fhips,  to 
whatever  part  of  the  globe  they  may  be  bound. 
A  centinel  on  board  the  Endeavour,  who  was 
charging  his  mufket  at  the  time  of  the  ftornij 
had  it  Ihaken  out  of  his  hand,  and  the  rammer- 
rod  was  broken  in  pieces  :  the  eledrical  chain 
looked  like  a  ftream  of  fire,  and  the  Ihip  fuf- 
tained  a  very  violent  fhock. 

On  Tuefday  the  nth  Captain  Cook  waited 
on  the  gentlemen  of  the  Council,  who  informed 
him,  that  all  his  requefls  fhould  be  complied 
with.  In  the  interim,  the  other  gentlemen 
made  a  contradt  with  the  mailer  of  the  hotel, 
to  furnilh  them  and  their  friends  with  as  much 
tea,  coffee,  punch  and  tobacco,  as  they  might 
have  occafion  for,  and  to  keep  them  a  feparate 
table,  for  nine  Ihillings  a  day,  Englifh  money  ; 
but  on  the  condition  that  every  perfon  who 
fliould  vifit  them,  fhould  pay  at  the  rate  of  four 
Ihillings  and  fix  pence  for  his  dinner,  and  the 
fame  fum  for  his  fupper  and  bed,  if  he  chofe  to 
fleep  at  the  hotel :  they  were  likevvife  to  pay  for 
every  fcrvant  that  attended  them  fifteen  pence 
a  day. 

It  was  foon  difcovered,  that  they  had  been 
vilely  impofed  on  j  for  thefe  charges  were  above 

twice 
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twice  as  much  as  would  have  been  demanded  at 
a  private  houfc.     They  appeared   to  live  ele- 
gantly, but  at  the  fame  tin.e  were  but  ill  fup- 
plied.     Their  dinner  confifted  of  fifteen  diflies, 
all  ferved  up  at  once  ;  and  their  fupper  of  thir- 
teen ;  but  of  thefe,  nine  or  ten   were  of  the 
mofl   ordinary,  becaufe  the  cheapeft,  poultry, 
that  could    be  purchafed  j  and  even    fome  of 
thef  difhes  were  obferved  to  be  ferved  up  four 
times  fuccelTively  :  a  duck,  which  was  hot  at 
dinner,  Waj  brought  cold  in  the  evening  -,  the 
next  day  it  appeared   in  the  form  of  a  fricafee, 
and  was  converted  to  forced  meat  at  night.  Our 
countrymen,  however,  only  fared  as  others  had 
done  before  them  :  it  was  the  conftant  cuftoin 
of  the   confcientious    mailer  of   the   hotel,  to 
treat  all   his  guefts  in  the  fame  manner,  when 
they  firfl  took  up  their  refidence  at  his  houfe : 
if  they  took  no   notice  of  it,  all  was  well,  for 
the  landlord  had  the  better  cuftomers  of  them  ; 
if  they  remonftrated  againft  fuch  treatment,  the 
table  was  better  and  better  fupplied  from  time 
to  time,  till,  in  the  end,  they  had  no  reafon  to 
complain. 

The  gentlemen  having  found  fault  with  their 
fare,  were  afterwards  fupplied  in  a  better  man- 
ner j  but  Mr.  Banks,  not  approving  the  con- 
dud  of  the  mader  of  the  hotel,  he  hired  lodg- 
ings for  himfelf  and  his  attendants  at  the  ad- 
joining houfe,  for  which  he  agreed  to  pay  five 
and  forty  fliillings   a    month :    but   here  Mr. 

Banks 
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Banks   was   difappointed  in    the  hope  he  had 
formed  of  living  retired  ;  for  fcarce  a.  Dutch- 
man had  occafion  to  pafs  by  the  houfe,  but  he 
ran  in  without  ceremony,  to  enquire  what  was 
to  be  fold  ;  for  it  is  a  very  urtufual  thing  at  Ba- 
tavia,  for  ftrangers  who  are  in  a  private  capa- 
city not  to  be  furnifhed   with  fome  articles  of 
traffick.     In  this  houfe  no  perfon  was  permitted 
to  fleep,  as  a  gueft  of  Mr.  Banks,  without  his 
bed  being  feparately  paid  for.     It  is  the  univer- 
fal  cuftom   here  to  hire  a  carriage;  and  Mr, 
Banks  engaged  two,  for  which  he  paid  eighteen 
fnillings  a  day  :  thefe  carriages  are  open  chaifes, 
in  which  two  perfans  fit  commodioufly,  and  are 
driven  by  a  man  fitting  on  a  kind  of  coach-box. 
Their  Indian  friend  Tupia  had  been  till  this 
time  on  board  very  dangeroufly  ill,  yet  perfift- 
ed  to  refufe  every  medicine  that  was  offered 
him  :  Mr.  Banks  now  fent  for  him  to  his  houfe, 
in  the  hope  that  he  might  recover  his  health. 
"While  he  was  in  the  iliip,  and  even  after  he  was 
put  into  the  boat,  he  was   indilpofed,  and  low 
fpirited,  in  the  utmoft  degree-,  but   the  mo- 
ment he  came  into  the  town,  his  whole  frame 
appeared  as  if  re- animated.     The  houfes,  the 
carriages,  the  people,  and  many  other  objeds, 
were  totally  new  to  him  ;  and  aftonifhment  took 
pofleffion  of  his  features  at  fights  fo  wonderful : 
but  if  Tupia  was  aftonifhed  at  the  fcene,  his 
boy,  Tayota,  was  perfectly  enraptured,  danc- 
ing along  the  ftreets  in  an  extacy  of  joy,  and 

examin- 
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examining  the  feveral  objeifls  as  they  prefented 
themfelves,  with  the  moft  earned  inquifitive- 
nefs  and  curiofity. 

Of  all  the  circumftances  which  engaged  the 
attention  of  Tupia,  nothing  ftruck  him  fo  much 
as  the  vaft  variety  of  drelTes  worn  by  the  inha- 
bitants of  Batavia  :  he  enquired  the  reafon  of 
what  appeared  fo  very  extraordinary  in  his  eyes, 
and  being  informed  that  the  people  were  of  a 
variety  of  nations,  and  that  all  were  dreffed 
according  to  the  mode  of  their  own  country,  he 
requefted  permiffion  to  follow  the  fafhion  :  this 
requcft  being  readily  complied  with,  a  perfon 
was  difpatched  to  the  Ihip  for  fome  South  Sea 
cloth,  with  which  he  foon  clothed  himfelf  in 
the  drefs  of  the  inhabitants  of  Otaheite.  The 
people  of  Batavia,  who  had  feen  an  Indian, 
brought  thither  in  M.  Bougainville's  fhip, 
named  Otourou,  miftook  Tupia  for  that  man, 
and  frequently  enquired  if  he  was  not  the  fame. 

As  the  necefTary  repairs  of  the  fhip  were  to 
be  made  at  Ouruft,  Captain  Cook  obtained 
an  order  to  the  fuperintendant  of  that  ifiand  to 
receive  her ;  and  he  wrote  to  the  Secretary  of 
■  the  Admiralty,  an  account  of  the  fafe  arrival  of 
the  Endeavour  in  the  road  of  Batavia,  and  dif- 
patched his  letter  by  a  Dutch  fhip  that  was 
bound  to  Europe. 

Captain  Cook  now  applied  to  feveral  perfons 

to  advance  him  money  fuHicient  to  defray  the 

1  expence 
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expence  of  repairing  the  fliip  5  but  not  one 
could  be  found  in  the  who!''  town  who  had  the 
requifite  funi  in  his  poiTeffion,  or,  if  he  had, 
was  willing  to  advance  it :  he  therefore  made 
application  to  the  Governor,  who  iflued  his  or- 
ders, that  he  fhould  be  fupplied  out  of  the  trea- 
fury  of  the  Dutch  Eaft  India  Company. 

Early  in  the  morning  of  the  1 8th  of  0<5to- 
ber  1770,  the  fhip  got  under  fail,  and  proceeds 
ed  to  Curuft  ,  and,  in  a  day  or  two,  the  crev/ 
began  to  take  out  her  ftores,  which  were  depo- 
fited  in  the  wharf  on  Cooper's  Ifland  ;  but  this 
bufinefs  was  rendered  unavoidably  tedious,  by 
feveral  Dutch  fhips  being  at  the  fame  wharf, 
taking  in  their  ladings  of  pepper. 

After  little  more  than  a  week  fpent  at  Ba-- 
tavia,  the  ill  effefts  of  the  climate  began  to  be 
feverely  felt.  Dr.  Solander  and  Mr.  Banks 
were  indifpofed  with  fevers ;  Mr.  Banks's  two 
fervants  were  exceedingly  ill  -,  the  Indian  boy» 
Tayota,  had  an  inflammation  on  his  lungs ;  and 
Tupia  was  fo  bad,  that  his  life  was  defpaired 
of.  Their  indifpofition  was  attributed  partly 
to  the  heat  of  the  climate,  and  partly  to  the 
fwampy  fituation  of  the  town,  and  the  flench 
of  the  dirty  canals  with  which  it  abounds. 

By  the  26th  of  the  month,  very  few  of  the 
crew  were  well  enough  to  do  duty  •,  and  on  this 
day  a  tent  wasereftcd  for  their  reception.  Tu- 
pia now  requefled  to  be  conveyed  to  the  fliip, 
in  the  hope  of  breathing  a  purer  air  than  in  the 

town  i 
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town ;  but  his  requefl  could  not  be  granted,  as 
i^ie  was  unrigged,  and  preparations  were  mak- 
ing to  lay  her  down,  in  order  that  flie  might 
undergo  a  thorougfi  repair:  on  the  28th,  how- 
ever, Mr.  Banks  attended  Tupia  to  Cooper's 
Ifland,  where  atent  was  pitched  for  him,  in  fuch 
a  fituation,  where  he  was  alternately  refrefhed 
by  the  land  and  fea  breezes ;  and  the  poor  crea- 
ture was  extremely  thankful  that  he  was  io 
agreeably  lodged.  By  this  time  the  Surgeon 
was  fo  ill,  that  he  could  not  leave  his  bed  ;  Mr. 
Banks's  fever  was  greatly  encreafed,  and  Dr.  So- 
Jander  grew  worfe  every  day. 

The  Ihip  was  at  length  laid  down  on  the  5th 
of  November,  on  which  day  died  Mr.  Monk- 
houfe,  the  Surgeon,  whofe  lofs  was  the  more 
Severely  felt,  as  he  was  a  man  cf  fkill  in  his 
profeiTion,  and  fell  a  facrifice  to  the  peftiferous 
air  of  the  country,  at  a  time  when  his  abilities 
were  mod  wanted.  Dr.  Solander,  though  ex- 
tremely ill,  had  ftrength  fufficient  to  fee  his  re- 
mains committed  to  the  ground,  but  Mr.  Banks 
was  unable  even  to  pay  this  laft  fad  duty  to  a 
worthy  man. 

Death  now  advanced  with  hafty  flrides  among 
our  adventrous  countrymen,  v/ho  were  equally 
unable  to  refift  his  power,  orlliun  his  embraces. 
Several  Malay  fervants  were  engaged,  to  wait- 
on  thofe  who  were  ill ;  but  thefe  people  were 
fo  remifs  in  their  duty,  that  it  was  no  uncom- 
mon thing  for  the  fick  man  to  leave  his  bed  in 
I  2  fcarch 
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fearch  of  his  attendant.  The  Indian  boy, 
Tayota,  paid  the  debt  of  Nature  on  the  9th  of 
this  month,  and  Tupia,  whofe  tender  afifedlion 
for  the  youth  can  be  equalled  only  by  that  of 
a  parent  for  a  favourite  child,  wasfo  ihocked  at 
the  lofs,  that  it  was  evident  he  could  not  long 
furvive  him. 

By  this  time  the  Ihip's  bottom  having  been 
carefully  furveyed,  our  countrymen  had  ample 
reafon  to  be  grateful  to  that  Providence, by  which 
they  had  been  preferved  during  a  pafTage  of  fe- 
veral  hundred  miles,  through  the  moll  danger- 
ous feas  on  the  fape  of  the  globe :  for  the  fheath- 
ing  in  feveral  places  was  torn  from  the  veflel, 
the  falfe  keel  was  in  a  great  meafure  gone,  the 
main  keel  v/as  damaged  in  many  parts,  feveral 
of  the  planks  had  received  great  injury,  and  a 
part  of  three  of  them  was  thinner  than  the  fole 
of  a  {hoe ! 

Meflfrs.  Solander  and  Banks  were  now  fo  worn 
down  by  their  diforders,  that  the  Phyfician, 
who  attended  them,  recommended  the  country 
air,  as  the  only  thing  that  could  poflibly  reflore 
them  to  the  wifhes  of  their  friends.  In  confe- 
quencc  of  this  advice,  they  hired  a  country- 
houle  of  the  mafter  of  the  hotel,  who  engaged 
to  fupply  them  with  flaves,  and  to  furnifh  their 
table ;  but  as  they  had  fufficiently  experienced 
the  worthleffnefs  of  thefe  flaves,  they  bought 
two  Malay  women,  who  foon  became  excellent 
nurfes,  from  that  tendernefs  of  Nature  which 

do<?^ 
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'does  fo  much  honour  to  the  fex.  While  thcfe 
gentlemen  were  taking  meafiires  for  the  reco- 
very of  their  health,  poor  Tupia  fell  a  vidim 
to  the  ravages  of  his  diforder,  and  to  his  grief 
for  the  deceafed  Tayota.  When  Tayota  was 
firft  feized  with  the  fatal  diforder,  he  feemed 
fenfible  of  his  approaching  end,  and  frequently 
faid  to  thofe  that  were  about  him,  Tyau  mate 
fee,  "  My  friends,  I  am  dying  :'*  he  was  very 
tradable,  and  took  any  medicines  that  were  of- 
fered to  him;  they  were  both  buried  in  the 
ifland  of  Edam. 

Captain  Cook  beftows  great  encomiums  on 
the  officers  and  workmen  of  the  Marine  Yard 
at  Ourull:,  by  whofe  fkill  and  diligence  the  bot- 
tom of  the  (hip  was  perfectly  repaired  by  the 
14th  of  the  month;  and  he  warmly  recom- 
mends the  heaving  down  with  two  mafts,  in- 
Ilead  of  one,  which,  he  fays,  is  undoubtedly 
the  more  expeditious,  as  well  as  the  fafer  me- 
thod. 

By  this  time  not  above  ten  men,  out  of  the 
whole  ihip's  crew,  were  able  to  do  duty,  and 
thefe  were  employed  in  getting  the  water  and 
U:ores  aboard,  and  in  putting  up  the  rigging : 
the  water  was  purchafed  at  Batavia,  at  the  rate 
of  one  hundred  and  fifty  gallons  for  fix  fhil- 
Jings  and  eight  pence. 

Captain  Cook  was  now  taken  ill,  and  Mr, 
Sporing  and  a  failor,  who  attended  MefTrs. 
JBanks  and  Solander  at  their  country^houfe,  were 

attacked 
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attacked  with  intermitting  fevers  ;  but  thofc 
two  gentlemen  grew  fomething  better,  though 
their  recovery  was  very  flow.  Their  houfe  was 
fituated  on  the  borders  of  a  rivulet,  which,  of 
courfe,  affifted  the  circulation  of  the  air  5  and 
it  was  likewife  open  to  the  fea  breeze. 

In  the  night  of  the  25th  there  fell  fuch  3 
Ihower  of  rain,  for  the  fpace  of  four  hours,  as 
even  our  voyagers  had  fcarce  ever  remembered. 
The  water  poured  through  every  part  of  Mr, 
Banks's  houfe  j  and  the  lower  apartments  ad- 
mitted a  ftream  fufficient  to  have  turned  a  mill. 
As  this  gentleman  was  now  greatly  reitored  in 
health,  he  went  to  Batavia  the  following  day, 
and  was  furprized  to  fee,  that  the  inhabitants 
had  hung  out  their  bedding  to  dry.  The  wef- 
terly  monfoon  fet  in  about  the  26th  of  this 
month :  it  blows  in  the  day-time  from  the 
north,  or  north-v;e{l,  and  from  the  fouth-weft 
during  the  night :  previous  to  this,  there  had 
been  violent  thunder,  and  hard  fnowers  of  laia 
for  feveral  nights. 

The  mufquitos  and  gnats,  whofe  company- 
had  been  iufiiciently  difagreeable  in  the  dry  wea- 
ther, now  began  to  fwarm  in  immenfe  numbers, 
rifmg  from  the  puddles  of  water  like  bees  from' 
a  hive  :  they  were  extremely  troublefome  during 
the  night,  but  the  pain  arifing  from  their  lling, 
though  very  fevere,  feldom  lafted  more  than 
half  an  hour;  and  in  the  day-time  they  feldom 
made  their  attacks.     The  frogs  kept  a  perpc-*. 

tual 
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tual  croaking  in  the  ditches  ;  a  certain  fign  that 
the  wet  feafon  was  commenced,  and  that  daily 
rain  might  be  expedted. 

The  Ihip  being  repaired,  the  fick  people  be- 
ing received  on  board  her,  and  the  greater  part 
of  her  water  and  ftores  taken  in,  Ihe  failed  from 
Ouruft  on  the  8th  of  December,  and  anchored 
in  the  road  of  Batavia.  Twelve  days  were  em- 
ployed in  receiving  the  remainder  of  her  pro- 
vifions,  water,  and  other  neceffaries  •,  though 
this  bufinefs  would  have  been  done  in  much  lefs 
time,  but  that  fome  of  the  crew  died,  and  the 
majority  of  the  furvivors  were  fo  ill,  as  to  be 
unable  to  give  their  afliftance. 

On  the  24th  Captain  Cook  took  leave  of  the 
Governor,  and  fome  other  gentlemen,  who  had 
diftinguiQied  themfelves  by  the  civilities  they 
fhewed  him  :  but  at  this  junflure  an  incident 
occurred,  that  might  have  produced  confe- 
quences  by  no  means  defirable.  A  failor  be- 
longing to  one  of  the  Dutch  fhips  in  the  road 
of  Batavia,  deferted  from  that  veffel,  and  en- 
tered himfelf  on  board  the  Endeavour.  The 
Captain  of  the  Dutch  fhip  having  made  appli- 
cation to  the  Governor,  claiming  the  delin- 
quent as  a  fubjed  of  the  States  General,  the 
Governor  iffued  his  order  for  the  reftoration  of 
the  man :  Captain  Cook  had  but  juft  taken  a 
formal  leave  of  the  Governor  when  this  order 
was  delivered  to  him ;  and  he  faid,  that  the 
man  fhould  be  given  up,  if  it  appeared  that  he 
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was  a  Dutchman.  As  the  Captain  was  at  this 
time  on  fliore,  and  did  not  intend  going  on 
board  till  the  following  day,  he  gave  the  Dutch 
officer  a  note  to  the  Lieutenant,  who  command- 
ed on  board  the  Endeavour,  to  deliver  the  de- 
lerter  on  the  condition  above-mentioned.  On 
the  following  day  the  Dutchman  waited  on  Cap- 
tain Cook,  informing  him,  that  the  Lieutenant 
had  abfolutely  refufed  to  give  up  the  feaman^ 
faying,  that  he  was  an  Irifliman,  and  of  courfe  a 
fubjed  of  his  Britannick  Majefty.  Captain 
Cook  applauded  the  condud  of  his  officer,  and 
added,  that  it  could  not  be  expedted,  that  he 
fliould  deliver  up  an  Engliih  fubjedt.  The 
Dutch  officer  then  faid,  he  was  authorized,  by 
the  Governor,  to  demand  the  fugitive  as  a  Da- 
nifli  fubjeft,  adding,  that  his  name  was  entered 
in  the  fiiip's  books,  as  having  been  born  at  El- 
fmeur  :  to  this  Captain  Cook  very  properly  re- 
plied, that  the  Governor  muft  have  been  mif- 
taken,  when  he  gave  this  order  for  delivering 
the  deferter,  who  had  his  option  whether  he 
would  ferve  the  Dutch  or  the  Englilli  i  but 
that  in  compliment  to  the  Governor,  the  man 
Ihould  be  given  up,  as  a  favour,  if  he  appear- 
ed to  be  a  Dane  j  but  that,  in  this  cafe,  he 
fhould  by  no  means  be  demanded  as  a  right, 
and  that  he  would  certainly  keep  him,  if  he 
appeared  to  be  a  fubjctStof  the  crown  of  Great 
Britain.  The  Dutchman  now  took  his  leave, 
and  he   had  not  been  long  gone,  before  the 

Captain 
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Captain  received  a  letter  from  the  commanding 
officer  on  board,  containing  full  proof,  that  the 
man  was  an  Englifli  fubje6t.  This  letter  the 
Captain  carried  to  the  Shebander,  defiring  him 
to  \ky  it  before  the  Governor,  and  to  inform 
him,  that  the  man  fhould  not  be  delivered  up 
on  any  terms  whatever.  This  fpirited  conduct 
on  the  part  of  Captain  Cook  had  the  proper  ef- 
fect ;  and  thus  the  matter  ended. 

This  day  the  Captain,  attended  by  Mr.  Banks 
and  the  other  gentlemen  who  had  hitherto  lived 
in  the  town,  repaired  on  board  the  fhip,  which 
got  under  fail  the  next  morning.  The  Endea- 
vour was  faluted  by  the  fort,  and  by  the  Elgin 
Eaft  Indiaman,  which  then  lay  in  the  road  ;  but 
foon  after  thefe  compliments  were  returned, 
the  fea  breeze  fetting  in,  they  were  obliged  to 
come  to  an  anchor.  Since  the  arrival  of  the 
fhip  in  Batavia  road,  every  perfon  belonging  to 
her  had  been  ill,  except  the  fail-maker,  v,'ho 
was  more  than  feventy  years  old,  yet  this  man 
got  drunk  every  day  while  they  remained  there* 
The  Endeavour  buried  feven  of  her  people  at 
Batavia,  viz.  Tupia  and  his  boy,  three  of  the 
failors,  the  fervant  of  Mr.  Green,  the  aftrono- 
mer,  and  the  Surgeon  :  and  at  the  time  of  the 
vefTel's  failing,  forty  of  the  crew  were  fick,  and 
the  reft  fo  enfeebled  by  their  late  illnefs,  as  to 
be  fcarcely  able  to  do  their  duty. 

The  town  of  Batavia  is  fituated  in  fix  degrees 

ten  minutes  fouth  -latitude,  and  one  hundred 
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and  fix  degrees  fifty  minutes  call  longitude, 
from  the  meridian  of  Greenwich.  It  is  built  on 
the  bank  of  a  large  bay,  fomething  more  than 
twenty  miles  from  the  Streight  of  Sunda,  on 
the  north  fide  of  the  ifland  of  Java,  in  low 
boggy  ground.  Several  fmall  rivers,  which 
rife  forty  miles  up  the  country,  in  the  moun- 
tains of  Blaeuwen  Berg,  difcharge  themfelves 
into  the  fea  at  this  place,  having  firft  interfer- 
ed the  town  in  different  diredions.  There  are 
wide  canals  of  nearly  ftagnated  water  in  almoft 
every  ftreer,  and  as  the  banks  of  thefe  canals 
are  planted  with  rows  of  trees,  the  effedl  is  very 
agreeable  •,  but  thefe  trees  and  canals  combine 
to  render  the  air  peftilential.  Some  of  the  ri- 
vers are  navigable,  more  than  thirty  miles  up 
the  country,  and,  indeed,  the  Dutch  appear 
to  have  chofen  this  fpot  to  build  the  town  on, 
for  the  fake  of  water-carriage,  in  which  conve- 
nience Baravia  exceeds  every  place  in  the  world, 
except  the  towns  of  Holland. 

A  writer,  who  publifhed  an  account  of  this 
place  near  fifty  years  ago,  makes  the  number 
of  houfes  at  that  time  4760,  viz.  1242  Dutch 
houfes,  and  1200  Chinefe  houfes,  within  the 
walls  i  and  1066  Dutch  houfes,  and  1240 
Chinefe  houfes,  without  the  walls,  with  twelve 
houfes  for  the  vending  of  arrack.  The  ftreets 
of  Batavia  being  wide,  and  the  houfes  large,  it 
flands  on  more  ground  than  any  other  place  that 
has  onlv  an  equal  number  of  houfes. 

In 
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In  dry  weather  a  moft  horrid  ftench  arifes 
from  the  canals,  and  taint  the  air  to  a  great  de- 
gree ;  and  when  the  rains  have  fo  fwelled  the 
canals  that  they  overflow  their  banks,  the  ground- 
floors  of  the  houfes,  in  the  lower  parts  of  the 
town,  are  filled  with  (linking  water,  that  leaves 
behind  it  dirt  and  (lime  in  amazing  quantities. 
The  running  0reams  are  fomeiimes  as  offenfive 
as  the  ftagnant  canals ;  for  the  bodies  of  dead 
animals  are  frequently  lodged  on  the  (hallow 
parts,  where  they  are  left  to  putrify,  and  cor- 
rupt the  air,  except  a  flood  happens  to  carry 
them  away  :  this  was  the  cafe  with  a  dead  buf- 
faloe,  while  the  crew  of  the  Endeavour  were 
there,  which  lay  (linking  on  the  fhoal  of  a  ri- 
ver, in  one  of  the  chief  ftreers,  for  feveral 
days. 

They  fometimes  clean  the  canals ;  but  this 
bufmefs  is  performed  in  fuch  a  manner,  as 
fcarcely  to  make  them  lefs  a  nuifance  than  be- 
fore; for  the  bottom  being  cleared  of  its  black 
mud,  it  is  left  on  the  fide  of  the  canal  till  it  is 
hard  enough  to  be  taken  away  in  boats  •,  and 
as  there  are  no  houfes  for  nece(rary  retirement 
in  the  whole  town,  the  filth  is  thrown  into  the 
canals  regularly  once  a  day,  fo  that  this  mud  is 
a  compound  ot  every  thing  that  can  be  imagin- 
ed difagreeable  and  offenfive. 

There  is  a  new  church  in  Batavia,  which  is 

a  fine  piece   of  building,  and  the  dome  of  ic 

rnay  be  feen  far  off  at  fea.     This  church  is  il- 
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luminated  by  chandeliers  of  the  moft  fuperb 
workmaiiihip,  and  has  a  tine  organ  :  moft  of 
the  other  public  buildings  are  ancient,  con- 
ftruded  in  an  ill  tafte,  and  give  a  very  compleat 
idea  of  Dutch  clumfinefs. 

Their  nnethod  of  building  their  houfes  feems 
to  have  been  taught  them  by  the  climate.  On 
the  crround- floor  there  is  no  room  but  a  large 
hall,  a  corner  of  which  is  parted  off  for  the 
traniadtion  of  bufmefs  :  the  hall  has  two  doors* 
which  are  commonly  left  open,  and  are  oppo- 
fite  each  other,  fo  that  the  air  pafles  freely 
through  the  room,  in  the  middle  of  which  there 
is  a  court,  which  at  once  encreafes  the  draft  of 
air,  and  affords  light  to  the  hall:  the  flairs, 
which  arc  at  one  corner,  lead  to  large  and  lofty- 
apartments  above.  The  female  flaves  are  no^ 
permitted  to  fit  in  any  place,  but  in  the  alcove 
formed  by  the  court  •,  and  this  is  the  uiual  din- 
ing-placeof  the  family. 

The  town  of  Batavia  is  encompafl'ed  by  a  ri- 
ver of  Ihallow  water,  the  ftream  of  which  is 
very  rapid  :  within  this  river,  which  is  of  dif- 
ferent widths  in  various  places,  is  an  old  ftone. 
wall,  much  decayed  in  many  places,  and  within 
the  wall  is  a  canal  that  is  likewifc  much  wider  in 
fome  places  than  in  others  :  fo  that  there  is  no 
entering  the  gates  of  the  town  but  by  crofling,, 
two  draw- bridges :  there  are  but  few  guns  on 
the  ramparts,  and  no  perfons  are  permitted  to 
walk  there.  There  is  a  kind  of  citadel,  or 
I  caflle, 
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caftle,  in  the  north-caft  corner  of  the  town,  the 
walls  of  which  are  both  broader  and  higher 

O 

than  they  are  in  other  parts ;  it  is  furnifhed  with 
a  number  of  large  guns,  which  command  the 
landing-place. 

Apartments  are  provided  in  this  caftle  for  the 
Governor  General  and  all  the  Council ;  and  in 
cafe  of  a  fiege  they  have  orders  to  retire  thither. 

In  the  caftle  are  likcwife  a  number  of  ftore- 
houfes,  in  which  the  effedls  belonging  to  the 
Company  are  depofited.  The  Company  have 
in  their  pofleffion  large  quantities  of  gun-pow- 
der, which  is  kept  in  different  places,  that  the 
lightning  may  not  deftroy  the  whole  ftock  at 
once ;  a  great  number  of  cannon  are  likewife 
laid  up  within  the  caftle. 

There  are  a  great  many  forts  built  ia 
different  parts  of  the  country,  feveral  miles  dif- 
tant  from  Batavia,  moft  probably  eredted  to 
keep  the  natives  in  fubmifTion  ;  and  befides  thefe 
there  are  a  number  of  fortified  houfes,  each 
mounting  eight  guns,  and  thefe  are  fo  ftationed 
as  to  command  the  canals,  and  the  roads  on 
their  borders.  There  are  houfes  of  this  kind 
in  many  parts  of  the  ifland  of  Java,  and  the 
other  iflands  in  its  neighbourhood,  of  which  the 
Dutch  have  obtained  the  poifeftion,  The  Chi- 
nefe  having  rebelled  againft  the  Dutch  in  the 
year  1740,  all  their  principal  houfes  were  de- 
moliflied  by  the  cannon  of  one  of  thefe  forti- 
fied 
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fied  houfes,  which  is  in  the  town  of  Batavia^ 
where,  like  wife,  there  are  a  few  more  of  them. 

The  roads  of  this  country  are  fimply  banks 
between  the  ditches  and  canals  •,  and  the  forti- 
fied houfes  being  ereded  among  the  moraffes 
near  thefe  roads,  nothing  is  eafier  than  to  deftroy 
them,  and  confequently  to  prevent  an  enemy 
from  bringing  any  heavy  artillery  near  the  town; 
if,  indeed,  an  enrmy  be  only  hindered  a  fhort 
time  in  his  approach,  he  is  eftedtually  ruined, 
for  the  climate  will  preclude  the  neceffity  of 
the  ufe'of  weapons  for  his  deftruftion.     Before 
the  Endeavour  had  been  a  week  at  Batavia  they 
began  to  feel   the  ill  efFetfIs   of  the  climate ; 
half  the  crew  were  rendered  incapable  of  doing 
their,  duty  before  the  expiration  of  a  month. 
They  were  informed,  that  it  was  a  very  uncom- 
mon thing  for  fifty  foldiers,  out  of  a  hundred 
brought  from  Europe,  to  be  alive  at  the  expi- 
ration of  the  firft  year,   and  that  of  the  fifty 
who  might  happen  to  be  alive,  not  ten  of  thofe 
would  be  in  found  healtli,  and,  probably,  not 
lefs  than  half  of  them  in  the  hofpita!.     One 
would  imagine  that  no  man  of  common  fenfe 
would  be  tempted  to  refide  at  Batavia,   for  any 
confideration  of  intereft  whatever  -,  yet  fuch  is 
the  infatiable  third  of  gold,   that  men  will  vo- 
luntarily rifk  the  lofs  of  life  to  obtain  it,  and 
even  enfure  the    lofs  of  that  health,   without 
which  the  moll  fplendid  fortune  cannot  be  en- 
joyed. 

All 
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AH  the  white  inhabitants  of  Batavia  are  fol- 
diers,  and,  at  the  expiration  of  five  years  fer- 
vice,  they  are  bound  to  hold  themfelves  in 
readinefs  to  go  to  \var,  if  they  fhould  be  wanted  ; 
and  the  younger  inhabitants  are  frequently  ipuf- 
tered  ;  but  as  they  are  neither  trained  nor  exer- 
cifed  after  the  expiration  of  the  five  years  above- 
mentioned,  the  little  they  have  learnt  is  foon 
forgotten,  and  tliey  would  probably,  if  called 
to  ad'on,  make  as  good  foldiers  as  the  militia 
of  the  city  cf  London.  The  Portuguefe,  who 
live  in  this  country,  employ  themfelves  very 
much  in  fliootinp;  the  deer,  and  the  wild  hos;. 
whence  they  become  excellent  markfmen.  The 
Indians,  of  whatever  nation,  who  refide  here, 
and  have  either  been  made  free,  or  were  born 
fo,  are  called  Mardykers ;  but  neither  thefe 
nor  the  Chinefe  are  acquainted  with  the  ufe  of 
fire-arms  j  yet,  as  thefe  people  are  faid  to  pof- 
fefs  great  perfonal  bravery,  much  might  be  ex- 
pcifled  from  their  expert  ufe  of  their  daggers, 
fwords  and  lances. 

From  what  has  been  above  written  it  is  evi-. 
dent,  that  it  would  be  a  laborious  tafls.  to  attack 
Batavia  by  land  ;  and  it  is  not  pofTible  to  make 
any  attack  at  all  by  fea,  for  the  fhallownefs  of 
the  water  would  hinder  any  vefTels  from  ad- 
vancing within  cannon  (hot  of  the  walls ;  indeed 
there  is  barely  depth  of  water  for  a  fhip's  long- 
boat, excepting  a  narrow  channel,  called  the 
river,  whidi  extends  about  half  a  mile  into  the 
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harbour,  and  is  ftrongly  bounded  on  each  fide 
with  piers ;  the  other  end  of  it  being  diredlly 
under  the  fire  of  the  caftle  ;  while  its  commu- 
nication with  the  canals  of  the  town  is  prevented 
by  a  boom  of  wood,  which  is  every  night  fhut 
precifely  at  fix  o'clock,  and  never  opened  till 
the  following  day. 

Any  number  of  fhips  may  anchor  in  the  har- 
bour of  Batavia,  the  ground  of  which  is  fo 
excellent,  that  the  anchor  will  never  quit  its 
hold.  This  harbour  is  fometimes  dangerous 
for  boats,  when  the  fea  breeze  blows  frefh  j 
but,  upon  the  whole,  it  is  deemed  the  beft  and 
moft  commodious  in  all  India. 

There  are  a  confiderable  number  of  iflands 
which  are  fituated  round  the  outfide  of  the 
harbour,  and  all  thefe  are  in  the  pofleflion  of 
the  Dutch,  who  deftine  them  to  different  pur- 
pofes.  On  one  of  them,  v/hich  is  called  Pur- 
merent,  an  hofpital  is  erefbed,  on  account  of 
the  air  being  purer  than  it  is  at  Batavia.  In  a 
fecond,  the  name  of  v/hich  is  Kuyper,  are 
ereded  a  number  of  warehoufes,  in  which  are 
lodged  the  rice,  and  fome  other  commodities, 
the  property  of  the  Dutch  Eaft  India  Comoany  : 
at  this  ifland  thofe  fhips  belonging  to  different 
nations,  which  are  to  be  repaired  at  Ouruft, 
unlade  their  cargoes  j  and  it  was  here  that  the 
ftores  of  the  Falmouth  Man  of  War  were  laid 
up,  when  (lie  was  condemned,  on  her  return 
from  Minilla  j  her  warrant  officers,  of  whom 
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"picntion  has  been  made  in  the  account  of  Cap- 
tain Wallis's  voyage,  were  lent  to  Europe  ia 
Dutch  (hips,  about  half  a  year  before  the  En- 
deavour anchored  in  the  road  of  Batavia.  A 
third  of  thefe  iflands,  the  name  of  which  is 
Edam,  is  appropriated  to  the  reception  of  fuch 
offenders,  whofe  crimes  are  not  deemed  wcrthy 
of  death,  and  hither  they  are  tranfported  from 
Holland,  and  detained  from  five  to  forty  years, 
in  proportion  to  the  turpitude  of  the  otFence 
they  have  committed  ;  the  making  of  ropes  is 
the  principal  part  of  the  employment  of  thefe 
criminals. 

The  environs  of  Batavia  have  a  very  pleafing 
appearance,  and  would,  in  almoll  any  other  coun- 
try, be  an  enviable  fituation.  Gardens  and  houfcs 
occupy  the  country  for  feveral  miles ;  but  the 
gardens  are  lb  covered  with  trees,  that  the  ad- 
vantage of  the  land  having  been  cleared  of  the 
wood  that  originally  covered  it,  is  almolt 
wholly  left  J  while  thefe  gardens,  and  the  rields 
adjacent  to  them  are  furrounded  by  ditches 
which  yield  not  the  molt  fragrant  fmeli ;  and 
the  bogs  and  moraffes  in  the  adjacent  fields  are 
Itill  more  offenfive. 

For  the  fpace  of  more  than  thirty  miles  be- 
yond the  town  the  land  is  totally  fiat,  except 
in  two  places,  on  one  of  which  the  Governor's 
country- feat  is  built,  and  on  the  other  they  hold 
a  large  market  •,  but  neither  of  thefe  places  are 
higher  than  ten  yards  from   the  level  of  the 
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plain.  At  near  forty  miles  from  the  town,  th6 
land  rifes  into  hills,  and  the  air  is  purified  in  ^ 
great  degree  ;  to  this  diftance  the  invalids  are 
fent  by  their  phyficians,  when  every  other  prof* 
pe6l  of  their  recovery  has  failed,  and  the  ex- 
periment fiicceeds  in  almoft  every  inftance, 
for  the  fick  are  foon  reftored  to  health ;  but 
they  no  fooner  return  to  the  town,  than  their 
former  diforders  vifit  them.  On  thefe  hills  the 
moft  opulent  of  the  inhabitants  have  country- 
feats,  to  which  they  pay  an  annual  vifit.  Thofe 
who  refide  conftantly  on  the  hills  enjoy  an  al- 
moil  perpetual  flow  of  health  ;  and  moft  of  the 
vegetables  of  Europe  grow  as  freely  here  as  m 
their  native  ground :  the  ftrawberry,  in  parti- 
cular, fiouriflies  greatly,  which  is  a  fufficient 
proof  of  the  ccolnefs  of  the  air. 

The  rite  of  this  country  i^  very  pler^tiful* 
and,  in  order  to  be  brought  to  perfedion,  Ihould 
fie  under  water  more  than  half  the  time  it  is 
oTOwing  :  but  they  have  a  fort  which  grows  on 
the  fides  of  the  hills,  which  is  unknown  in  the 
"Weft  India  Ifiands ;  this  fort  is  planted  wh€» 
the  wet  kafon  commences,  and  the  crop  is  gar 
thered  in  foon  after  the  rains  are  over. 

The  maize  which  grows  near  Batavia  is  ga- 
thered while  young,  and  toafted  in  the  car. 
The  land  likewife  produces  carrots,  pigeon- 
peas,  celery,  parfiey,  afparagus,  onions,  rha- 
difties,  cabbages,  lettuces,  cucumbers,  lentiles, 
kidney-beans,  hyfop,  fage,  rue,  Chinefe  white 
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rhadifhes,  which,  when  boiled,  are  not  unlike  a 
parfnip,  common  potatoes,  fweet  potatoes, 
wet  and  dry  yams,  millet,  and  the  egg  plant, 
the  fruit  of  which,  when  broiled  and  eaten  with 
fait  and  pepper,  is  mod  exquifitc  food. 

Amazing  quantities  of  fugar  arc  produced 
here,  and,  while  the  quantity  is  beyond  com- 
parifon  greater,  the  care  of  cultivation  is  in- 
conceivably lefs  than  in  the  Weft  India  Iflands. 
White  fugar  is  retailed  at  two- pence  and  two- 
pence half-penny  the  pound,  and  arrack  is 
made  of  the  molafles,  with  a  fmall  addition  of 
rice,  and  the  wine  of  the  cocoa-nut.  The  in- 
habitants likewife  raife  a  little  indigo  for  their 
own  ufe,  but  do  not  export  it. 

The  fruits  of  this  country  are  near  forty  in 
number,  and  of  fome  of  thefe  there  are  feveral 
kinds.  Pine  apples  grow  in  fuch  abundance 
that  they  may  be  purchafed,  at  the  firft  hand, 
for  the  value  of  an  Englifh  farthing;  and  they 
bought  fome  very  large  ones  for  a  half-penny  a 
piece  at  the  fruit  fhops,  though  they  are  ex- 
cellent eating,  it  is  imagined  they  are  reared  to 
equal  perfedion  in  the  hot-houfes  of  England, 
They  grow  fo  luxuriantly,  that  fcven  or  eight 
fuckers  have  been  feen  adhering  to  one  (tern. 

The  fweet  oranges  of  Batavia  are  good  of 
their  kind,  but  very  dear  at  particular  times. 
The  (haddocks  of  the  Weft  Indies,  called  here 
Pumplemoefes,  have  an  agreeable  flavour. 
Lemons  were  very  fcarce  when  the  Endeavour 
L  2  lay 
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lay  in  the  harbour,  but  limes  were   altogether 
as  plentiful,  and  fold  at  little  more  than  two- 
pence the  fcore.     There  are  many  kinds   of 
oranges  and  lemons,  but  none  of  them  excel- 
lent.    Of  mangos  there  are  plenty,  but  their 
tafte  is  far  inferior  to  that  of  the  melting-peach 
of  England,  to  which  they  have  been  compar- 
ed.    It  is  faid  that  the  heat,  and  extreme  damp- 
nefs  of  the  climate,  does  not  agree  with  them  ; 
yet  there  are  many  different  kinds  of  them.     Of 
bananes  there  is  an   amazing  variety  of  forts, 
fome  of   which,    being   boiled,  are   eaten  ss 
bread,  while  others  are  fried  in  batter,  and  are 
a  nutrimental  food :  but,  of  the  numerous  forts 
of  this  fruit,  three  only  ar^  fit  to  be  eaten  :  one, 
indeed,  is  remarkable,  becaufe  it   is  filled  with 
feeds,  which  are  not  common  to  the  rell.  Grapes 
are  fold  from  one  fhilling  to   eighteen-pence 
the  pound,  though  they  are  far  from  being  good. 
The  tamarinds  are  equally  cheap  and  plenti- 
ful •,  but   as  the  method  of  prcferving  them, 
which  is  in  fait,  renders  them   a  mere  black 
lump,  they  are  equally  naufeatiug  to  the  fight 
and  the  palate.     The  water  melons  are  excellent 
of  their  kind,  and  are  produced  in  great  abun- 
dance.    The  pumpkins  are  boiled  as  turnepa, 
and  eaten  with  fait  and  pepper.     This  fruit  is 
admirably  adapted  to  the  ufe  of  voyagers,  as  it 
will  keep  many  months  widioutcare,  and  makes 
an  excellent  pye,  when  mixed  with  the  juice  of 
lemons  and  fugar.    The  papaws  of  this  country 
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are  fuperior  to  turneps,  if  the  cores  are  extra6l- 
ed,  after  paring  them  when  they  are  green.  The 
guava  has  a  ftrong  fmell,  and  a  tafte  not  lels 
difagreeable :  it  is  probable,  that  the  guava  of 
the  Weft  Indies,  which  many  writers  have  dif- 
tinguifhed  by  their  praifes,  has  a  very  different 
flavour.  The  fweet  fop  is  a  fruit  that  has  but 
little  flavour  :  it  abounds  in  large  kernels,  from 
which  the  pulp  is  fucked.  The  tafte  of  the 
cuftard- apple  very  much  refembles  the  difh 
from  which  its  name  is  taken.  The  cafhew- 
apple  produces  a  nut  which  is  not  unknown  in 
England ;  but  the  fruit  has  fuch  an  aftringent 
<juality,  that  the  Batavians  feldom  eat  of  it : 
the  nut  grows  on  the  top  of  the  apple.  The 
.cocoa-nut  is  plentiful  in  this  country,  and  there 
are  feveral  kinds  of  this  fruit,  the  beft  of  which 
is  very  red  between  the  ftiell  and  the  fkin.  The 
jamboo  is  a  fruit  that  has  but  little  tafte,  but  is 
of  a  cooling  nature  :  it  is  confiderably  lefs  than 
a  common  iized  apple,  and  thofe  that  have 
grown  to  their  full  fize  are  always  the  beft ;  its 
Ihape  is  oval,  and  its  colour  the  deep  red.  Of 
the  jambu-eyer,  there  are  two  kinds,  the  white 
and  the  red  :  they  are  fliapcd  like  a  bell,  and 
are  fomething  bigger  than  a  cherry :  they  have 
no  kind  of  tafte  but  that  of  a  watery  acid. 
The  jambu-eyer  mauwar  fmells  like  a  roie,  and 
its  tafte  is  not  unlike  that  of  conferve  of  rofes. 
The  mangoftan  is  of  a  dark  red  colour,  and 
pQt  larger  than  a  fmall  apple ;  to  the  bottom  pf 

this 
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this  fruit  adhere  feveral  little  leaves  of  the 
bloflbm,  wliile  on  its  top  are  a  number  of 
triangles  combined  in  a  circle :  it  contains  fe- 
veral kernels  ranged  in  a  circular  form,  with- 
in which  is  the  pulp,  a  fruit  of  moft  exquifite 
tafte:  it  is  equally  nutritious  and  agreeable, 
and  is  conftantly  given  to  perfons  who  are  trou- 
bled with  inflammatory  or  putrid  fevers.  The 
fweet  orange  of  this  country  is  like  wife  given  in 
the  fame  diforders.  The  pomgranate  of  thefe 
parts  differs  in  nothing  from  that  generally  well 
known  in  England.  The  durion  takes  its  name 
from  the  word  dure,  which,  in  the  language  of 
the  country,  means  prickle ;  and  this  name  is 
well  adapted  to  the  fruit,  the  fhell  of  which  is 
covered  with  fharp  points  fhaped  like  a  fugar- 
loaf :  its  contents  are  nuts,  not  much  fmaller 
than  chefnuts,  which  are  furrounded  with  a  kind 
of  juice  refembling  cream;  and  of  this  the  in- 
habitants eat  with  great  avidity :  the  fmell  of 
this  fruit  is  more  like  that  of  onions,  than  any 
other  European  vegetable,  and  its  tafte  is  like 
that  of  onions,  fugar,  and  cream  intermixed : 
the  infide  of  the  durion,  when  ripe,  is  parted, 
lengthways,  into  feveral  divifions.  The  nanca 
is  a  fruit  which  fmells  like  garlic  and  apples 
mixed  together :  its  fize,  in  the  gardens  of  Ba- 
tavia,  is  not  greater  than  that  of  a  middling 
fized  pumpkin,  and  its  fhape  is  nearly  the 
fame :  it  is  covered  with  prickles  of  an  angu- 
lar form.      They   were   informed  that,  at   a 

place 
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^lace  called  Madura,  it  has  been  known  to  grow- 
to  fuch  an  enormous  fize,  as  to  require  the 
flrength  of  two  men  to  carry  it.  The  cham- 
pada  is  in  all  refpeds  like  the  nanca,.  only  that 
it  is  not  fo  large.  The  rambutan  contains  a 
fruit,  within  which  is  a  ftone,  that  is,  perhaps, 
thefineft  acid  in  the  world  :  this  fruit  is  not  un» 
like  a  chefnut  with  its  hufk  on ;  and  it  is  cover- 
ed with  fmall  prickles  of  a  dark  red  colour^ 
and  fo  foft  as  to  yield  to  the  flighteft  imprefli- 
on.  The  jambolan  refembles  a  damafcen,  both 
in  colour  and  fize  ;  and  is  of  a  very  aftringent 
nature.  The  boa  bidarra  taftes  like  an  apple, 
but  is  likewife  extremely  aftringent ;  its  fize  is 
that  of  a  goofeberry,  its  form  round,  and  its 
colour  yellow.  The  nam  nam  makes  an  excel- 
lent fritter,  if  fried  in  batter,  but  is  not  efteem- 
trd  when  raw :  the  rind  of  it  is  rough,  its  length 
is  about  three  inches,  and  its  fhape  not  unlike 
that  of  a  kidney.  The  catappa  and  the  canare 
are  two  fpecies  of  nuts,  the  kernels  of  which 
are  like  thofe  of  an  almond,  but  fo  hard,  that 
it  is  almoft  impoffible  to  break  them.  The 
madja  contains  a  pulp  of  a  fharp  taile,  which  fs 
eaten  with  fugar:  this  fruit  is  covered  with  a 
very  hard  (hell.  The  funtal  is  a  fruit  fcarcely 
fit  to  be  eaten,  being  at  once  aftringent,  acid, 
and  of  a  moft  unpleafant  tafte,  yet  it  is  pub« 
lickly  fold  in  the  ftreets  of  Batavia  :  it  contains 
a  number  of  kernels,  v.'hich  are  inclofed  in  a 
thick  Ikin.    The  falack  is  nearly  of  the  fize  of 

a  fmall 
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a  fmall  golden  pippin,  and  contains  a  few  ker** 
nels  of  a  yellow  colour,  the  tafte  of  which  is 
not  unlike  that  of  a  ftrawberry ;  but  the  co- 
vering of  this  fruit  is  very  remarkable,  as  it 
confifts  of  a  number  of  fcales  reiembling  thofe 
of  a  fifii.  The  cherrema  and  the  blimbing 
are  two  four  fruits,  exceedingly  well  adapted  to 
make  four  fauce  and  pickles.  The  blimbing 
befTe  is  another  fruit  of  the  fame  kind,  buc 
confiderably  fweeter. 

Of  the  fruits  not  in  feafon  when  Captain 
Cook  was  at  Batavia,  he  mentions  the  boa  atap,f 
and  the  kimkit,  which  he  faw  preferved  in  fu- 
ear  :  and  there  are  feveral  other  forts  which  the 
Batavians  are  fond  of,  but  they  are  never 
eaten  by  ftrangers,  among  thofe  are  the  mo- 
linga,  the  guilindina,  the  kellor,  and  the  fdc- 
cum,  this  lail  has  the  appearance  of  thv-* 
bread-fruit,  which  is  produced  in  the  iflands  of 
the  South  Seas,  but  it  is  not  near  fo  good  ;  tho* 
the  tree  on  which  it  grows  is  alfo  exadly  like  the 
bread  fruit  tree. 

The  fruit  fold  at  the  common  Ihops  is  gene- 
rally too  ripe ;  but  in  a  flreet,  named  PafiTar 
Piffang,  which  is  inhabited  by  Chinefe  frui- 
terers only,  that  which  is  very  good  may  be  ob- 
tained, but  at  a  price  greatly  exceeding  its  va- 
lue. The  gardens  of  gentlemen  near  the  town 
furnifli  thcfe  Chinefe  fruit- fellers  ;  but  the  other 
dealers  are  fupplied  from  a  greater  diftance  up 
the  country,  where  the  inhabitants  live  by  the 
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cultivation  of  large  tracls  of  land,  for  the  fole 
purpofe  of  raifing  fruit. 

It  is  ailonifhing  to  conceive  what  quantities  of 
fruit  are  eaten  at  Batavia.  Two  large  markets 
are  held  weekly,  at  diftant  places,  for  the  ac- 
commodation of  perfons  refiding  in  different 
parts  of  the  country  ;  and  at  thele  markets  the 
fruit- fellers  of  the  town  meet  the  gardeners, 
and  purchafe  their  goods  at  very  low  rates  :  but 
as  the  markets  are  held  on  Mondays  and  Sa- 
turdays, thofe  who  wiili  to  be  fupplied  with 
what  is  frefh,  in  the  middle  of  the  week,  muft 
apply  to  the  Chinefe  dealers  above-mentioned, 
as  the  heat  of  the  climate  renders  it  unfit  for 
eating  in  a  few  days.  At  thefe  markers  it  is 
common  to  fee  "  fifty  or  fixty  cart-loads  of  the 
"  fined  pine-apples  carelefsly  tumbled  toge- 
"  ther." 

.  The  Batavians,  and  the  natives  of  other  parts 
of  the  illand  of  Java,  ftrew  an  immenfe  num- 
ber of  flowers  about  their  houfes,  and  are  al- 
molt  always  burning  aromatic  woods  and  gums ; 
which,  it  is  imagined,  is  done  by  way  of  pu- 
rifying the  air ;  the  flench  that  arifcs  from  the 
canals  and  ditches  being  exceeding  naufeous  and 
difagreeable. 

The  fweet  fcented  flowers  of  this  country  are 
very  numerous,  many  of  which  being  totally 
unknown  in  England,  we  fhall  mention  a  fev7 
of  the  moft  remarkable. — The  combang  ton- 
quin,  and  combang  caracnafli,  are  very  fra- 
M  grauc 
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grant  flowers,  but  unlike  any  thing  feen  In  the 
gardens  of  Europe  :  they  are  very  fmall,  feem 
to  be  of  the  dog's-bane  kind,  and  both  in  fmel! 
and  fhape  are  very  much  alike. — The  cananga 
looks  more  like  a  bunch  of  leaves  than  a  flower  ; 
its  fmell  is  fingular,  but  extremely  pleafant. — 
The  bonjatanjong  is  of  a  pale  yellow  colour,  and 
delightful  fmcU  :  it  is  about  an  inch  and  a  half 
in  circumference,  and  confifts  of  pointed  leaves, 
which  give  it  the  form  of  a  fl:ar.— The  cham- 
packa  imells  fomewhat  like  a  jonquil,  and  is 
dtherwife  not  unlike  it,  though  rather  of  a 
deeper  yellow :  this  flower  is  produced  by  a 
large  tree. 

The  fundal  malam  is  only  mentioned  on  ac- 
count of  its  name,  which  implies,  "  the  in- 
"  triguer  of  the  night."  This  flower  has  no 
kind  of  fmell  during  the  day-timiC,  but  on  the 
approach  of  the  night  its  fweets  begin  to  dif- 
clofe  themfelves,  and  its  fragrancy  is  almofl: 
unequalled  :  in  other  refpedls  it  is  the  fiime  as 
the  tuberofe  of  England. 

All  the  above-mentioned  kinds  of  flowers 
being  made  into  nofegays  of  various  fliapes,  or 
flrung  on  a  piece  of  thread,  are  carried  through 
the  fl:reets  of  an  evening  for  fale.  The  gar- 
dens of  the  gentlemen  aiford  many  flowers  be- 
fides  thofe  above-mentioned,  but  they  do  not 
grow  in  numbers  fuflicient  to  be  ofi:ered  to  fale. 

This  country  produces  a  plant,  called  pan- 
dang,  the  leaves  of  which  being  Ihred  fmall, 

and 
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and  mixed  with  a  variety  of  flowers,  the  na- 
tives, both  men  and  women,  fill  their  clothes 
and  hair  with  this  fragrant  mixture,  which  they 
likewife  fprinkle  on  their  beds,  and  Ileep  be- 
neath a  profufion  of  fweets  ;  a  fingle  (lieet  of 
fine  chintz  being  all  the  other  covering  of  ths 
bed. 

Formerly  the  ifland  of  Java  produced  no 
kind  of  fpices  but  pepper,  and  the  quantity 
which  the  Dutch  bring  annually  from  thence  hs 
very  conliderable  ;  but  the  quantity  that  is  made 
ufe  of  in  the  country  is  very  fmall,  as  the  peo- 
ple there  give  the  preference  to  Cayan  pepper. 
The  inhabitants  are  extremely  fond  of  nutmegs 
and  cloves,  but  they  bear  too  high  a  price  to 
be  much  in  ufe,  as  the  trees  which  produce 
them  are  all  become  Dutch  property. 

Cloves  are  now  grown  no  where  but  on  the 
ifland  of  Amboina,  and  fome  little  iflands  near 
it ;  the  artful  Hollanders  having  pofl^effed  them- 
felves  of  all  the  trees,  in  confequence  of  feve- 
ral  fubfequent  treaties  of  peace,  with  the  feve- 
ral  kings  of  the  other  iflands ;  for  at  the  con- 
clufion  of  every  war,  the  conquerors  left  the 
poor  Indians  flill  fewer  trees,  by  way  of  pu- 
nifliment  for  their  oppofition,  till,  in  the  end, 
they  have  deftroyed  them  all. 

There    are   fcarce   any   nutmegs,  except  on 

the    ifland    of    Banda,    where    they   originally 

grewi   this  ifland,  however,  produces  a  plenty, 

equal  to  the  demand  of  all  the  world.     On  the 

M  2  coail 
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coaft:  of  New  Guinea  there  are  a  fmall  number 

of  nutmeg- trees. 

The  ifland  of  Java  produces  goats,  llieep* 
hogs,  buffaloes,  and  horfes.  The  horfe, 
which  is  faid  to  have  been  met  with  here 
when  the  country  was  originally  difcovered, 
is  a  fmall,  but  nimble  animal,  being  feldom 
above  thirteen  hands  high.  The  horned  cat- 
tle of  this  country  are  different  from  thofe 
of  Europe  :  the  fiefli  is  extremely  lean,  but 
of  a  very  fine  grain.  Both  the  Chinefe  and 
the  natives  of  the  ifland  feed  on  the  bufFa- 
loe  -,  but  the  Dutch  will  neither  tafle  the  f^efh 
nor  the  milk,  from  a  ridiculous  idea,  that 
they  are  productive  of  fevers.  The  fheep 
are  tough  and  ill-tafted  j  their  ikins  are  hairy^ 
and  they  have  long  hanging-ears.  A  few  flieep 
from  the  Cape  of  Good  Hope  being  at  Batavia, 
Captain  Cook  bought  fome  of  them  at  the  rate 
of  a  fliilling  a  pound. 

The  hogs,  efpecially  thofe  of  the  Chinefe 
breed,  are  exquifitely  fine  food,  but  fo  extra- 
vagantly fat,  that  the  lean  is  always  fold  fepa- 
rately.  The  butchers,  who  are  Chinefe,  have 
no  kind  of  objection  to  taking  off  the  fat, 
which  they  melt,  and  fell  to  their  countrymen, 
who  eat  it  with  their  rice  :  though  rheie  hogs 
are  fuch  fine  food,  yet  the  Dutch  prefer  the 
breed  of  Holland,  which  are  confequently  fold 


at  extravagant  rates. 
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The  Portuguefe  make  a  practice  of  (hooting 
the  wild  hog,  and  deer  of  two  kinds,  with 
which  the  neighbourhood  of  Batavia  abounds  : 
thefe  are  all  good  eating,  and  are  purchafed  at 
very  moderate  prices.  The  goats  of  this  coun- 
try are  as  bad  food  as  the  (heep.  Dogs  and 
cats  abound  on  the  ifland,  and  wild  horfes  and 
other  cattle  are  found  on  the  mountains  at  a 
confiderable  diftance  from  Batavia. 

Few  monkies  are  feen  near  the  town,  but 
there  are  many  of  them  on  the  mountains  and 
defart  places,  where  alfo  are  a  few  rhinocerofes, 
and  great  numbers  of  tygers. 

The  quantity  of  fifh  taken  here  is  aftonifhing- 
ly  great,  and  all  the  kinds  of  them  are  fine 
food,  except  a  few  which  are  very  fcarce ;  yet 
fuch  is  the  falfe  pride  of  the  inhabitants,  that 
thefe  few  fcarce  forts  are  fold  at  very  high  rates, 
while  ihofe  that  are  good  are  fold  for  a  mere  tri- 
fle, nor  are  they  eaten  but  by  the  fiaves.  A 
gentleman  with  whom  Captain  Cook  dined 
told  him,  he  could  have  bought  a  finer  difh  of 
filh  for  a  {hilling,  than  what  he  had  given  ten 
for ;  but  that  he  Ihould  have  been  the  ridicule 
of  all  the  politer  people,  if  he  had  gone  to  fo 
good  a  market. 

The  Dutch  will  not  tafte  of  the  turtle  which 
are  taken  here  :  Captain  Cook  acknowledges 
that  they  are  fine  eating,  though  not  equal  to 
thole  catched  in  the  Well  Indies,  even  when 
they  are  drefled  in  London.  Mr.  Banks  fiiot  a 
I  -  lizard 
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lizard  five  feet  in  length,  which  was  extremely 
well  tailed :  our  adventurers  were  informed, 
that  fome  of  thefe  animals  had  been  feen,  which 
were  full  as  thick  as  the  thigh  of  a  man. 

This  country  produces  an  abundance  of  poul- 
try, as  excellent  of  their  kinds  as  thofe  of  Eng- 
land. The  turkies  are  immoderately  dear,  and 
the  pigeons  not  much  lefs  fo ;  but  the  geefe, 
ducks,  and  fine  large  fowls  are  altogether  as 
cheap. 

The  neighbourhood  of  Batavia  products 
fnipes  of  two  kinds,  one  of  which  was  the  fame 
as  the  Englilh  :  of  the  Portuguefe,  who  ap- 
pear to  be  the  only  dealers  in  wild  fowl,  any 
number  of  thrufhes  might  have  been  purchafed. 
Our  adventurers  once,  and  once  only,  faw  a 
wild  duck  in  the  fields,  but  never  obferved  any 
of  thefe  birds  expofed  to  fale  j  and,  indeed, 
wild  fowl  in  general  are  far  from  being  plenti- 
ful at  Batavia.-  Captain  Cook  obferves,  as  a 
fmgularity  refpefting  the  fnipe,  that  he  is  to  be 
met  with  in  all  the  quarters  of  the  globe,  and 
is  feen  in  a  greater  variety  of  places  than  any 
other  of  the  whole  feathered  creation. 

The  liquors  of  the  ifland  of  Java,  are  palm- 
wine  and  arrack  -,  of  the  former  they  have  three 
forts,  the  firfl:  of  which  is  drank  within  a  few 
hours  after  it  is  drawn  from  the  tree,  and  al- 
moft  in  its  original  (late,  when  it  has  a  mode- 
rate fweetnefs :  the  fecond  and  third  forts  are 
made   by  fermenting   it,  and  putting  various 

herbs 
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herbs  and  roots  into  it :  the  firft  of  thefe  liquors 
will  not  occafion  drunkennefs,  but  the  two  lat- 
ter will.  The  arrack  is  fo  generally  known,  as 
not  to  demand  any  defcription. 

The  natives  of  Java  profefs  the  religion  of 
Mahomet,  and  of  courfe  do  not  indulge  in 
wine,  at  lead  publickly ;  but  not  to  be  exceeded 
in  the  vice  of  drunkennefs  by  their  chriftian 
neighbours,  they  are  almofl  conftantly  chewing 
opium,  which  is  well  known  to  intoxicate  in  a 
high  degree. 

Exclufive  of  the  Chinefe,  and  the  Indians  of 
many  different  nations,  who  inhabit  the  town  of 
Batavia,  and  the  country  in  its  neighbourhood, 
the  inhabitants  are,  proportionably,  a  very  fmall 
number  •,  and  even  of  thefe  not  a  fifth  part  are 
Dutch,  ordefcended  from  natives  of  Holland  : 
the  Portuguefc  are  more  in  number  than  all  the 
other  Europeans. 

The  troops  in  the  Dutch  fervice  arecompofed 
of  the  natives  of  almoft  all  the  kingdoms  of 
Europe ;  but  of  thefe  the  Germans  out-number 
all  the  others.  When  a  perfon  of  any  country 
goes  to  refide  at  Batavia,  it  is  necefiary  that  he 
firft  enter  as  a  foldier  in  the  fervice  of  the 
Dutch  Eaft  India  Company,  binding  himfelf  to 
ferve  five  years,  which  being  done,  he  applies 
to  the  Council  for  leave  of  abfence,  which  be- 
ing granted  of  courfe,  he  then  engages  in  any 
bufinefshe  thinks  proper  :  thus  the  Dutch  have 
always  an  arrhy  ready  to  be  called"  forth  on  any 

emcr- 
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emergency.  No  foreigner,  of  whatever  na- 
tion, has  any  (hare  in  the  management  of  pub- 
lic affairs,  all  places  of  power,  truft  and  profit, 
being  held  by  the  Dutch. 

Though  the  men  of  other  countries  are 
bound  to  the  obfervation  of  the  above-mention- 
ed conditions,  women,  from  any  part  of  the 
globe,  may  refide  and  trafEck  at  Batavia  un- 
molefted.  Captain  Cook  was  informed  that, 
at  the  time  he  was  there,  the  Vv'hole  place  could 
not  furnifh  fifty  women  who  were  natives  of 
Europe,  yet  the  town  abounded  with  white  wo- 
men, who  were  defcended  from  Europeans,  who 
had  fettled  there  at  ditFerent  times,  all  the  men 
having  paid  the  debt  of  nature ;  for  fo  it  is,  that 
the  climate  of  Batavia  deflroys  the  men  much 
fader  than  the  women.  Thefe  women  follow 
the  delicate  cuftom  of  chewing  betel,  after  the 
example  of  the  native  Javanefe,  whofe  drefs 
they  imitate,  and  whofe  manners  they  copy,  in 
all  other  refpedls. 

Mercantile  bufinefs  is  condu6led  at  Batavia 
with  the  flighted  trouble  imaginable :  when  a 
merchant  receives  an  order  for  goods  of  any 
kind,  he  communicates  the  contents  of  it  to  the 
Chinefe,  who  are  the  univerfal  manufadlurers. 
The  Chinefe  Agent  delivers  the  efFe6ls  on  board 
the  fhip,  for  which  they  are  befpoke,  and  tak- 
ing a  receipt  for  them  from  the  mader  of  the 
veHel,  he  delivers  it  to  the  merchant,  who  pays 
the  Chinefe  for  the  goods,  and  referves  a  confi- 

derablQ 
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derable  profit,  without  the  lead  trouble,  rifk, 
or  anxiety.  But  when  a  merchant  imports  goods 
of  any  kind,  he  receives  them  himfclf,  and 
lodges  them  in  his  own  warehoufes.  It  may  be 
wondered,  that  the  Chinefe  do  not  fhip  the 
goods  on  their  own  account ;  but  from  this  they 
are  reftridted,  and  compelled  to  fell  them  to  the 
merchants  only. 

The  inhabitants  of  Java  didinguiOi  the  Por- 
tuguefe  by  the  name  of  Oranferane^  that  is,  Na- 
zareen  men  ;  but  they  ufe  the  general  term  of 
Caper,  or  Caftr,  refpeding  all  who  do  not  pro- 
fefs  the  religion  of  Mahomet  ;  and  in  this  they 
include  the  Portuguefe.  But  the  Pcrtuguefe  of 
Batavia  are  fo  only  in  name  5  for  they  have  nei- 
ther any  connexion  with,  or  knowledge  of,  the 
kingdom  of  Portugal,  and  they  have  changed 
the  religion  of  the  church  of  Rome,  for  thac 
of  Luther.  With  the  manners  of  the  Java- 
nefe,  they  are  wholly  familiarized,  and  they 
commonly  fpeak  their  language,  though  they 
are  able  to  converfe  in  a  corrupt  kind  of  Por- 
tuguefe. They  drefs  in  the  habit  of  the  coun- 
try, with  a  difference  only  in  the  manner  of 
wearing  their  hair :  their  nofes  are  more  peaked, 
and  their  fkin  of  a  deeper  call  than  that  of  the 
natives.  Some  of  them  are  mechanics  and 
artificers,  others  fubfift  by  wafhing  of  linen,  and 
the  reft  procure  a  maintenance  by  hunting. 

The  Indian   inhabitants  of  Batavia,  and  the 

country  in  its  neighbourhood,  are  not  native  Ja- 

N  vanefe. 
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vanefe,  bur  are  either  born  on  the  feveral  iflanda 
from  whence  the  Dutch  bring  their  flaves,  or 
the  cffspring  of  fuch  as  have  been  born  on  thofe 
iflands  :  and  thefe  having  been  made  free,  ei- 
ther in  their  ov/n  perfons,  or  in  the  perfons  of 
their  anecftors,  enjoy  all  the  privileges  of  free- 
inen.  They  receive  the  general  appellation  of 
Oranflam,  which  implies,  *'  Believers  of  the 
"  true  faith." 

Ihe  various  other  Indian  inhabitants  of  this 
country  attach  themfclves  each  to  the  original 
cultoms  of  that,  in  which  either  themfelves  or 
their  anceflors  v/ere  born ;  keeping  themfclves 
apart  from  thofe  of  other  nations,  and  praclifmg 
both  the  virtues  and  vices  peculiar  to  their  own 
countries.  The  cultivation  of  gardens,  and  the 
confequent  fale  of  flowers  and  fruit,  afford  fub- 
fiftence  to  great  numbers  of  them  :  thefe  are 
the  people  who  raife  the  betel  and  areca^  which 
beint'-  mixed  with  lime,  and  a  fubftance  which 
is  z-A\<i^gamhir^  the  produce  of  the  Indian  con- 
tinent, is  chewed  by  perfons  of  all  ranks,  wo- 
men as  well  as  men  :  indeed  fome  of  the  politer 
ladies  make  an  addition  of  cardamum,  and 
other  aromatics,  to  take  off  the  difagrceable 
fmell  with  which  the  breath  would  be  otherwife 
tainted.  Some  of  the  Indians  are  very  rich, 
keep  a  great  number  of  (laves,  and  live,  in  all 
rcfpcdts,  according  to  the  cultoms  of  their  re- 
Ipedive  countries  j  while  others  are  employed 

tQ 
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to  convey  goods  by  water ;  and  others  again 

fubfill  by  fifliing. 

The   Oranflams  feed  principally    on   boiled 

rice,    mixed   with   a   fmall  quantity   of   dried 

ihrimps  and  other  fifli,  which  are  imported  from 
China,  and  a  little  of  the  fiefli  of  buffaloes  and 

chicken  :  they  are  fond  of  fruit,  of  which  they 
cat  large  quantities  ;  and  with  the  xlower  of  the 
rice  they  make  feveral  forts  of  paftry.  They 
fometimes  make  very  fuperb  entertainments, 
after  the  fafhion  of  their  refpedlive  countries; 
but,  in  general,  they  are  a  very  temperate 
people  :  of  wine  they  drink  very  little,  if  any, 
as  the  religion  of  Mahomet,  which  they  pro- 
fefs,  forbids  the  ufe  of  it. 

When  a  marriacre  is  to  be  foiemnized  amono; 
the  Oranflams,  all  the  gold  and  filver  ornamenrs 
that  can  be  procured,  are  borrowed  to  deck  out 
the  young  couple,  who  on  thefe  occafions  never 
fail  to  make  the  moft  fplendid  appearance. 
Sumptuous  entertainments  are  given  by  thofe 
who  can  afford  them,  which  continue  tv/elve  or 
fourteen  days,  and  frequently  m.ore,  during  all 
which  timiC  the  women  take  care  that  the  bride- 
groomi  fhall  not  vifit  his  wife  privately,  though 
the  wedding  takes  place  previous  to  the  feftival. 

All  thefe  Indians,  though  they  come  from 
different  countries,  fpeak  the  Malay  language, 
if  it  deferves  that  name.  On  the  ifland  of 
Java  there  are  two  or  three  different  dialects ; 
and  there  is  a  language  peculiar  to  every  fmali 
N  2  ifland ; 
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ifland  ;  it  is  conjedured,  that  the  Malay  tongue 
is  a  corruption  of  the  language  of  Malacca. 

The  hair  of  the  people,  which  is  black, 
without  a  fingle  exception,  grows  in  great  abun-, 
dance  :  yet  the  women  make  ufe  of  oils  and 
other  ingredients,  to  increafe  the  quantity  of 
It :  they  fallen  it  to  the  crown  of  the  head  with 
a  bodkin,  having  firft  twifted  it  into  a  circle, 
round  which  circle  they  place  an  elegant 
wreath  of  flowers,"  fo  that  the  whole  head, 
drefs  has  the  moft  beautiful  appearence  thaC 
imagination  can  form  an  idea  of. 

It  is  the  univerfal  cuftom,  both  with  the  men 
and  women,  to  bathe  in  a  river  once  every  day, 
and  fometimes  oftener,  which  not  only  pro- 
motes health,  but  prevents  that  contradion 
of  filth,  which  would  be  otherwife  unavoidablg 
in  fo  hot  a  climate. 

The  teeth  of  the  Oranflams  have  fome  par- 
ticularities in  them  well  worthy  of  notice. 
•With  a  kind  of  whetflone  they  rub  the  ends  of 
them  till  they  are  quite  flat  and  even  ;  they 
then  make  a  deep  groove  in  the  teeth  of  the  up- 
per jaw,  in  the  centre  between  the  bottom  of 
each  tooth  and  the  gum,  and  horizontally  with 
the  latter;  this  groove  is  equal  in  depth  to  a 
qyarter  of  the  thicknefs  of  the  teeth  -,  yet  none 
of  thefe  people  have  a  rotten  tooth,  though, 
according  to  the  dentills  of  England  and 
France,  fuch  a  thing  muft  be  unavoidable, 
as  the  tooth  is  pierced  much  deeper  than 
1  what 
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what  we  call  the  enamel.  The  teeth  of  thefe 
people  become  very  black  by  the  chewing  of 
betel,  yet  a  flight  walhing  will  take  off  this 
blacknefs,  and  the  teeth  are  then  perfedly 
white ;  but  they  are  very  feldom  waflied,  as 
the  depth  of  the  colour  is  very  far  from  being 
thought  difagreeable. 

Almoft  every  perfon  has  read  or  heard  of 
the  Mohawks  ;  and  thefe  are  the  people  who 
are  fo  denominated,  from  a  corruption  of  the 
word  A  mock,  which  will  be  well  explained  by, 
the  following  ftory  and  obfervations.  To  run 
a  muck  is  to  get  drunk  with  opium,  and  then 
feizing  fome  ofFenfive  weapon,  to  fally  forth 
from  the  houfe,  kill  the  perfon  or  perfons  fup- 
pofed  to  have  injured  the  i\mock,  and  any  other 
perfon  that  attempts  to  impede  his  pafTage,  till 
he  himfelf  is  taken  prifoner,  or  killed  on  the 
fpot. — While  Captain  Cook  was  at  Batavia,  a 
perfon  whofe  circumftances  in  life  were  inde- 
pendent becoming  jealous  of  his  brother,  in- 
toxicated him.felf  with  opium,  and  then  mur- 
dered his  brother,  and  two  other  men,  who  en- 
deavoured to  feize  him.  This  man,  contrary 
to  the  ufual  cuftom,  did  nor  leave  his  own 
houfe,  but  made  his  refiftance  from  within  it ; 
yet  he  had  taken  fuch  a  quantity  of  the  opium, 
that  he  was  totally  delirious,  which  appeared 
from  his  attempting  to  fire  three  mufkets,  nei- 
ther of  which  had  been  loaded,  or  even 
primed. 

Duringr 
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During  the  time  that  Captain  Cook  was  at 
Batavia,  feveral  inftances  of  the  like  kind  oc- 
curred, and  he  was  informed  by  an  officer, 
whofe  duty  it  was  to  take  fuch  offenders  into 
cuftody,  that  hardly  a  week  paffed  in  the  year 
in  which  he  was.  not  obliged  to  exercife  his  au- 
thority :  the  Captain  was  alfo  told,  that  jea- 
loufy  of  the  women  is  the  ufual  realbn  of  thefe 
poor  creatures  running  a  muck^  and  that  the 
firfl:  objeft  of  their  vengeance  is  always  the 
perfon  whom  they  fuppofe  to  have  injured  them. 
The  officer,  whofe  bufinefs  it  is  to  apprehend 
thefe  unhappy  wretches,  is  furnifficd  with  a  long 
pair  of  tongs,  in  order  to  take  hold  of 
them  at  fuch  a  diftance  from  the  point  of  their 
weapons,  as  to  infure  his  perfon al  fafety. 
When  he  takes  one  of  them  alive  he  is  amply 
rewarded  -,  but  this  is  not  often  the  cafe,  as  they 
are  fo  defpcrate  as  not  to  be  eafily  apprehended  : 
when  they  are  killed  in  the  attempt  to  take 
them,  the  officer  has  only  the  cullomary  grati- 
fication. Thofe  who  are  taken  alive  are  broken 
on  the  wheel,  as  near  as  poffible  to  the  place 
where  the  firft  murder  was  perpetrated  ;  and, 
as  they  are  feldom  apprehended  without  being 
previoufly  wounded,  the  time  of  their  execu- 
tion is  fooner  or,  later,  according  to  the  opi- 
nions of  the  phyficians,  whether  the  wounds 
are,  or  are  not  mortal. 

The  Oranflams  believe  that  the  Devil  is  the 
author  of  ficknefs,  and  other  misfortunes,  on 
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which  account  they  make  an  oblation  of  mear, 
money,  and  other  things,  to  him,  when  they 
are  either  fick  or  in  trouble.  When  they  dream. 
lliccelTively  for  feveral  nights,  they  have  no 
doubt  but  that  the  Devil  has  enjoined  the  per- 
formance of  fome  aft,  to  difcover  which  they 
torture  their  brains  in  vain,  and  then  apply  to 
the  prieft,  who  never  fails  to  interpret  the  dream 
in  a  fatisfaclory  manner.  In  confcquencc  of 
this  interpretation,  by  which  it  appears  that  the 
Devil  is  in  want  of  money  and  food,  a  quantity 
of  each  is  placed  in  the  leaves  of  the  cocoa-nut 
tree,  and  being  hung  on  the  bough  of  a  tree 
by  the  fide  of  a  river,  is  left  till  fome  pafTen- 
ger  Ihall  find,  and  take  away  the  money,  which 
is  confidered  not  fo  much  an  offering  to  the 
Devil,  as  a  fine  due  for  fome  crime  committed  ; 
with  regard  to  the  food,  they  imagine  that  the 
Devil  comes  and  fucks  out  the  nutritious  parts 
of  it,  without  moving  it  out  of  its  place.  From 
this  part  of  the  ftory  it  feems  reafonable  to  con- 
clude, that  the  prieft,  having  previous  know- 
ledge where  the  oblation  is  to  be  made,  takes 
the  money,  and  leaves  the  victuals. 

This  inftance  of  the  fuperftition  of  thefe 
people  may  be  thought  very  extraordinary  ; 
but  the  following  will  appear  much  more  fo. 
They  are  pofiefled  with  an  idea,  that  when  one 
of  their  wives  is  brought  to  bed,  a  crocodile  is 
born,  as  a  brother  to  the  infant;  and  they 
imagine  that  the  mid^-ife  conveys  th?  young 
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crocodile  to  an  adjacent  river,  into  which  fhe 
puts  it,  with  the  utmoft  care  and  tendernefs. 
Thoie  who  fiippofe  themfelves  honoured  by  the 
birth  of  this  new  relation,  fail  hot  to  put  food 
in  the  river  for  his  fubfiftence-,  but  this  is  the 
peculiar  duty  of  the  twin  brother,  who  per- 
lorms  this  fervice  regularly,  at  fixed  periods, 
during  the  whole  courfe  of  his  life  -,  firmly  be- 
lieving at  the  fame  time,  that  ficknefs  or  death 
would  be  the  confequence  of  an  omiffion  on  his 
part. 

In  the  iflands  of  Boutou  and  Celebes  the  na- 
tives keep  crocodiles  in  their  families ;  and  it 
is  conjedtured,  that  the  ftrange  idea  of  the  twin 
crocodile  was  firfl  conceived  in  one  of  thofe 
iflands :  it  extends,  however,  to  Java  and  Su- 
matra v/eftv/ard,  and  among  the  iflands  to  the 
eafl:ward  as  far  as  Ceram  and  Timor.  It  is  a 
matter  of  perfed:  afl:onifliment,  how  even  the 
moft  ignorant  and  credulous  of  the  human 
face,  fliould  firmly  believe  an  utter  impolTibility 
to  occur  daily  •,  yet  it  is  certain,  that  not  one 
of  the  Indians  whom  Captain  Cook  queflioned 
on  the  fubjed,  entertained  the  leaft  doubt 
about  the  matter.  The  crocodiles  fuppoled  to 
be  thus  born  are  diftinguiflied  by  the  name  of 
Sudaras  •,  and  our  readers  cannot  fail  of  being 
entertained  v/ith  the  following  ftory  refpeding 
them,  which  Mr.  Banks  heard  froni  a  young 
woman  who  was  born  at  Bencoolen,  and  having 
lived  among   the  Englifli  at  that  place,  had 
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learnt  to  fpcak  as  much  cf  our  language  as 
was  fufficient  to  make  her  ftory  intelligible. 

She  faid  that,  when  her  father  was  on  his 
death-bed,  he  laid  the  ftrongeft  injundions  on 
her  to  feed  a  crocodile  that  was  his  Sudara  \ 
that  he  told  her  the  name  by  which  he  might 
be  called  up,  and  the  particular  part  of  the  ri- 
ver where  fhe  would  find  him.  Soon  after  the 
death  of  her  father,  j[he  haftened  to  the  river, 
and  calling  Radja  Pouti  (which  fignifies  white 
king)  the  Sudara  crocodile  made  his  appearance, 
and  fhe  fed  him  with  her  own  hands.  She 
defcribed  him  as  being  more  beautiful  than 
crocodiles  are  in  general,  for  he  had  a  red 
nofe,  and  fpots  on  his  body ;  his  ears  were 
adorned  with  rings,  and  his  feet  with  orna- 
ments of  gold.  I'his  ftory  will  appear  the 
more  extravagantly  ridiculous,  when  it  is  recol- 
le6ted  that  crocodiles  have  not  any  ears. 

A  man  whofe  mother  was  a  native  of  the 
ifland  of  Java,  and  whofe  father  was  a  Dutch- 
man, was  engaged  in  the  fervice  of  Mr.  Banks 
during  his  refidence  at  Batavia.  This  man 
told  his  mafter  that  feveral  Dutchmen,  and 
many  Javanefe,  as  well  as  himfelf,  had  fecn 
fuch  a  crocodile  as  was  defcribed  by  the  girl 
who  told  the  preceding  ftory,  and  that,  like 
her's,  its  feet  were  adorned  with  gold.  On 
Mr.  Banks's  remarkino-  the  abfurditv  cf  thefe 
tales,  and  faying  that  crocodiles  had  not  cars, 
he  replied,  that  the  Sudaras  differed  confidera- 
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bly  from  other  crocodiles  •,  that  they  had  ears,' 
though  he  acknowledged  they  were  fmall,  that 
their  tongues  filled  their  mouths,  and  that  on 
each  foot  thev  had  five  toes. 

There  are  three  tribes  of  Indians  on  the  idand 
of  Batavia,  who  are  called  Boetons,  Macaf- 
fars,  and  Bougis.  Thefe  people  are  firm  be- 
lievers in  the  exiftence  of  the  Sudara  croco- 
diles j  and  they  have  a  cuftom  among  them, 
which,  however  ridiculous  in  itfelf,  feems  to 
do  honour  to  their  filial  and  fraternal  affeftions." 
At  fixed  periods  they  alTemble  together,  and 
•having  laden  a  large  boat  with  various  forts  of 
provifions,  they  launch  her  at  a  fpot  moft  likely 
to  be  frequented  by  crocodiles  •,  here  they  row 
about,  fometimes  finging  and  fometimcs  weep- 
ing, while  a  variety  of  mufical  inftrumenrs  are 
flayed  on,  till  they  get  fight  of  a  crocodile. 
I'he  moment  this  happens  they  throw  tobacco, 
betel  and  viduals  of  feveral  forts,  over  the  fide 
of  the  boat,  as  a  friendly  offering  to  the  Su- 
dara crocodiles  of  their  own  country;  ima- 
gining, that  by  this  means  they  conciliate  the 
iiffe^lions  and  good  will  of  their  relations, 
whom  they  fail  not  to  invoke  during  the  whole 
of  the  ceremonv. 

The  Chinefe  inhabitants  of  Batavia  are,  like 
thofe  of  their  own  country,  fome  of  the  mod 
indullrious  people  on  the  face  of  the  earth. 
They  ad  as  embroiderers,  dyers  of  cotton,  tay- 
lors,  carpenters,   joiners,   Imiths,   and  makers 
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<jf  flippers :  fome  of  them  are  fliop  keepers, 
and  deal  largely  in  the  manufadures  of  Europe 
and  China,  A  few  of  thefe  people  live  within 
the  walls  of  the  town  ;  but  the  majority  of 
them  take  up  their  refidence  in  a  diftri£i,  named 
Campang  China,  which  is  fituated  without  the 
walls.  Thofe  of  the  Chinefe,  who  live  in  the 
country,  either  keep  buffaloes  and  other  cattle, 
the  milk  of  which  they  fell  daily  at  Batavia,  or 
they  procure  a  fubfiilence  by  the  raifing  of  rice 
and  fugar  canes,  and  the  cultivation  of  gardens, 

Captain  Cook  obferves,  that  the  danger  of 
being  hanged  for  any  crime  being  excepted, 
there  is  nothing,  however  infamous,  which  a 
Chinefe  will  relufe  to  do  for  gain  -,  and  in  this 
opinion  he  concurs  with  every  preceding  wri- 
ter ;  fo  that  thefe  people  mult  have  taken  no 
fmall  pains  to  eftabliQi  their  reputation  for 
knavery.  They  labour  with  unwearied  dili- 
gence, but  the  moment  they  have  compleated 
their  work  they  fit  down  to  dice,  cards,  or 
fome  other  of  the  very  numerous  games  which 
they  are  expert  at ;  and  they  follow  their  fports 
with  fuch  eagernefs,  that  the  bufmefs  of  eating 
and  fleeping  is  frequently  fufpended. 

The  cloaths  of  the  Chinefe,  whether  rich  or 
poor,  are  fmgularly  clean  and  decent.  Their 
behaviour  is  civil  even  to  humility.  They  are 
fuch  temperate  eaters,  that  gluttony  is  unknowa 
among  them  ;  but  as  their  religion  does  not 
command  them  to  refrain  from  any  particular 
O  2  food. 
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food,  they  eat  a  variety  of  things  which  are 
denied  to  thofe  Indians  who  profefs  the  Maho- 
metan faith.  Exclufive  of  vegetables  and  fifli 
of  various  kinds,  their  principal  food  confiits 
of  dogs,  cats,  lizards,  frogs,  ferpents  of  fe- 
veral  forts,  and  hogs. 

The  Chinefe  have  purchafed  of  the  Dutch,  at 
a  very  large  expence,  feveral  hundred  acres  of 
land  in  the  vicinity  of  Batavia,  for  the  inter- 
ment of  their  dead  ;  for  it  is  a  rule,  from  which 
they  never  depart,  not  to  open  a  grave  which 
has  once  received  the  body  of  one  of  their 
countrymen  :  and  hence  arifes  an  enormous  ex- 
pence  in  the  purchafe  of  land,  which  greatly 
diftrefles  the  living,  to  pay  an  imaginary  ho- 
nour to  the  dead.  In  order  to  preferve  the 
body  as  long  as  poflible  from  decay,  the  coffin 
confifts  of  a  piece  of  folid  timber  hollowed 
out :  and  this  being  covered  with  a  kind  of 
mortar  feveral  inches  thick,  petrifies  in  the 
ground  till  it  is  as  hard  as  a  flint.  The  funeral 
is  attended  by  the  near  relations  of  the  deceafed, 
and  by  a  train  of  women,  who  are  paid  for  mak- 
ing lamentations. 

In  thefe  expenfive  cuftoms,  abfurd  as  they 
are,  the  Chinefe  are  equalled  by  the  reft  of 
their  Batavian  neighbours  ;  for  every  perfon  is 
buried  with  a  degree  of  fplendour  proportioned 
to  the  rank  he  has  held  in  life,  and  there  is  a 
pofitive  law  which  enjoins  the  oblervance  of  this 
cuftom  i  in  confcquence  of  which  it  frequently 
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happens,  that  thofe  who  have  not  money  fuffi- 
cient  to  pay  the  juft  demands  on  them,  are 
buried  in  a  pompous  manner,  merely  becaufe 
they  have  lived  elegantly.  In  this  cafe  perfons 
arc  employed  to  take  an  account  of  what  the 
man  died  worth,  and,  when  the  funeral  expen- 
ces  are  defrayed,  the  furplus  is  divided  among 
the  creditors. 

The  various  inhabitants  of  the  ifland  of  Ja- 
va, whether  Dutch,  Portuguefe  or  Indians,  arc 
all  waited  on  by  (laves,  whofe  number  is  pro- 
portioned to  the  circumftances  of  the  mafter; 
but  there  are  laws  in  force,  that  no  native  of 
the  ifland  fhall  ferve  as  a  Have.  Thefe  people, 
the  num.ber  of  which  is  very  great,  are  bought 
at  Sumatra,  and  the  other  eaftern  iflands,  at 
various  prices,  from  ten  to  twenty  pounds ; 
but  there  have  been  inftances  of  very  beautiful 
■girls  being  fold  at  above  five  times  the  common 
market  price.  They  are  fed  on  boiled  rice, 
and  fuch  fifh  as  can  be  purchafed  at  the  lowefl: 
rates ;  a  little  of  which  fatisfies  them,  nor  in- 
deed do  they  deferve  even  the  little  they  eat, 
for  they  are  idle  and  fluggifh  in  the  higheft 
degree. 

The  negroes  of  Africa  are  purchafed  at  a 
lower  price  than  any  other  flaves,  and  indeed 
any  price  whatever  exceeds  their  merit,  for  they 
are  of  the  moft  obftinate  difpolitions,  and 
thieves,  without  a  fingle  exception.  Thofc 
flaves  which  are  purchafed  from  the  ifland  of 
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Celebes  are  mod  intolerably  lazy,  and  of  fo 
ferocious  a  difpofition,  that  their  employers 
run  the  hazard  of  their  perfonal  fafety.  The 
ifland  of  Bali  furniflies  the  moil  ufeful  (laves; 
and  the  little  ifland  Nias,  near  Sumatra,  fup- 
plies  female  flaves  of  exquifite  beauty ;  but  to 
theie  ill-fated  women  death  is  the  almoft  cer- 
tain confcquence  of  even  a  fliort  refidence  at 
Batavia. 

The  mailers  of  any  of  thefe  flaves  may  pu- 
nilh  them  in  whatev»er  way  they  chufe,  lb  as 
not  'to  deprive  them  of  life ;  but  when  it  hap- 
pens that  a  Have  dies  of  the  punifhment  he  has 
received,  the  mafter  is  tried,  and  commonly 
fuffers  as  a  murderer.  From  this  circumftance 
it  is  reafonable  to  fuppcfe,  that  the  mafters  are 
cautious  how  they  beat  the  flaves  with  undue 
feverity  :  it  is  not  indeed  very  common  for  them 
to  flirike  them  at  all,  but  they  pay  an  officer, 
who  is  called  the  Mariueu,  for  inflicting  the 
punifliment.  The  Marineu  having  heard  what 
is  alledged  againft  the  delinquent,  determines 
how  many  llripes  he  fl:iall  receive,  and  thefe 
are  given  by  flaves,  whofe  particular  bufinefs 
it  is  to  obey  the  comm^ands  of  the  Marineu  : 
thefe  flrokes  are  laid  on  with  rods  made  of  rat- 
tans fplit  very  fmall.  For  a  fevere  whipping 
the  Marineu  receives  a  ducatoon,  and  a  rixdol- 
lar  for  a  flighter  punifliment.  The  women 
flaves  are  whipped  in  the  houfe  of  the  mailer, 
but  the  men   publickly  in    the   fl:rects.      In 
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order  that  thefe  flaves  may  not  be  under  too 
great  temptations  to  fleal,  their  mafters  are 
compelled  to  allow  them  feven  pence  half- penny- 
weekly  for  pocket-money. 

There  is  fomething  fingular  in  the  fubordi- 
nation  obferved  among  the  inhabitants  of  Ba- 
tavia  and  the  adjacent  country.  The  man  who 
has  been  longefl  in  the  Dutch  Eaft  India  Com- 
pany's fervice  is  permitted  to  gild  his  coach, 
while  others  are  allowed  to  ride  in  coaches  dif- 
ferently painted,  according  to  the  length  of 
their  fervices,  and  others  again  ride  in  thofe 
that  are  quite  plain.  In  like  manner  the  coach- 
men are  drefled  in  liveries,  that  have  a  greater 
or  leis  quantity  of  lace  on  them,  or  without 
any  lace  at  all. 

The  lawyers  of  Batavia  are  partial  in  their 
adminiftration  of  juftice,  to  a  very  reprehen- 
fible  degree.  When  an  Indian  has  committed 
any  crime  deemed  worthy  of  death,  he  is  im- 
paled, hanged,  or  broken  on  the  wheel,  vv-ith- 
out  ceremony :  on  the  contrary,  if  a  Chriilian 
is  capitally  convidled,  execution  very  feldom 
follows  the  fentence  :  and,  what  is  more  extra- 
ordinary, no  pains  are  taken  to  apprehend  the 
offender,  till  time  enough  has  been  allowed 
him  to  run  away,  if  he  thinks  proper. 

The  civil  officers  of  juftice  among  the  Chi- 
nefe  and  Malays  are  called  Captains  and  Lieu- 
tenants, but  their  decifions  are  not  final,  if  the 
party  againft  whom  they  may  decide,  thinking 
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himlelf  aggrieved,  fhould  appeal  to  the  Dutch 
lawyers,  in  which  cafe  the  decifion  of  the  lat- 
ter muil  be  abided  by. 

The  Dutch  have  laid  confiderable  taxes  on 
thefe  people,  among  which  is  one  for  the  per- 
miflion  to  wear  their  hair.  When  thefe  taxes 
become  due,  which  is  once  a  month,  they  hoid 
a  flag  on  the  top  of  a  houfe,  nearly  in  the  cen- 
ter of  Batavia,  and  the  man  who  does  not 
fpeedily  go  and  pay  his  money,  has  reafon  to 
repent  the  omifiion. 

The  current  money  of  this  country  is  of  dif- 
ferent value,  from  a  Dutch  doit  to  a  ducat. 
When  Captain  Cook  was  at  Batavia,  Spanidi 
dollars  fold  at  five  fhilHngs  and  five-pence  each, 
and  the  price  is  feldom  much  lower.  The  Chi- 
nefe  would  give  only  the  value  of  twenty  fhil- 
lings  for  an  Englifli  guinea  that  was  almoll 
oew,  and  for  thofe  that  were  old,  and  much 
■worn,  only  feventeen  (hillings. 

The  milled  ducatoons  of  Batavia  are  valued 
at  eighty  ftivers ;  thofe  that  are  unmilled  at  fe- 
vcnty-two;  the  ducat  at  one  hundred  and 
thirty- two  ;  the  imperial  rixdollars  at  fixty  ; 
the  rupees  at  thirty;  the  fchellings  at  fix  •,  the 
double  cheys  at  two  and  a  half  j  and  the  doits 
at  a  quarter  of  a  (liver. 

Wc  (hall  now  proceed  to  a  recital  of  the  in- 
cidents   which  occurred   during  their   paffage 
from  Batavia  to  the  Cape  of  Good  Hope  •,  in 
which  we  fhali  trace  them  with  the  utmoft  fi- 
I  delity» 
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d^lity,  omitting  not  a  fingle  circnmftance  that 
may  either  entertain  or  inftru6t  the  reader. 

Early  in  the  morning  of  the  27th  of  Decem- 
ber 1770,  the  Endeavour  left  the  road  of  Ba- 
tavia,  and,  after  feveral  hindrances,  cccafioned 
by  the  wind  being  contrary,  llie  flood  over  for 
thefhore  of  Java,  on  the  firfl  day  of  January 
1771.  As  many  of  the  fl:ip*s  crew,  who  had 
been  very  ill  while  at  Baravia,  were  now  be- 
come much  worfe,  the  vefTel  was  brought  to  an 
anchor  in  the  afternoon  of  the  5th  near  Princes 
I-fland,  with  a  view  to  get  fome  neceffary  re- 
frelhments,  and  likewife  to  take  in  wood  and 
water. 

Meflleurs  Solander  and  Banks  now  went  a- 
fhore  v;ith  the  Captain,  and  they  were  no  focner 
landed,  than  fome  of  tiiC  ;\jrives  conducTcjd 
them  to  the  King  of  the  ifland,  with  v/hom  they 
endeavoured  to  make  a  bargain  for  fome  turtle, 
but  the  price  could  not  be  agreed  on.  As  our 
adventurers  had  no  doubt  but  that  they  Ihould 
purchafe  on  their  own  terms  the  following  day, 
they  left  the  Indians,,  and  proceeded  in  fearch 
of  a  proper  place  to  fill  water,  v/hich  was  fooii 
found.  As  they  were  about  to  embark  for 
the  (hip,  they  purchafed  three  turtle  from  fome. 
of  the  natives,  but  with  the  ftrideft  injunflion, 
that  their  Sovereign  fhould  not  be  informed  of 
the  tranfaction. 

;   Oo  Sunday  the  6th   of  January  they  pur- 
chased, at  very  moderate  prices,  as  many  turtle 
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as  they  had  occafion  for,  and  the  whole  fliip's 
company  fed  on  this  delicious  filh.  The  King 
was  at  this  time  at  a  houfe  fituated  in  a  rice  field* 
where  Mr.  Banks  waited  on  him,  and  found 
him  cookino;  his  own  vi(5luals. 

On  Monday  the  inhabitants  brought  vegeta- 
bles, deer,  fifh,  fowls  and  monkies,  for  fale  ^ 
and  on  the  following  day  they  brought  down  a 
farther  number  of  turtle. 

A  fervant  that  Mr.  Banks  had  hired  at  Batavia 
having  acquainted  him,  that  there  was  a  town 
on  the  illand,  his  curiofity  determined  him  to 
have  a  view  of  it,  and  one  of  the  officers  of  the 
fhip  accompanied  him  on  his  vifrt.  As  he  was 
apprehenfive  that  the  natives  would  not  be 
pleafed  at  his  going  to  the  town,  he  told  fuch 
of  them  as  he  met,  that  he  was  feeking  for 
plants,  which,  in  fad,  was  a  part  of  the  bufi- 
nefs  of  the  day.  Having  come  to  a  kind  of 
village,  confifting  of  a  very  few  houfes,  they 
aflced  an  Indian  the  way  to  the  town,  and  fome 
other  particulars  refpeding  it  -,  but  he  endea- 
voured to  prevent  their  proceeding,  by  repre- 
fenting  it  as  at  a  very  great  diftance.  When  he 
faw  they  were  refolved  to  go  forward,  he  pro- 
ceeded with  them,  making  frequent  attempts 
to  miflead  them.  When  they  were  within  fight 
of  the  town,  the  Indian  changed  his  behaviour 
at  once,  and  led  the  way  to  it. 

This  place,  which  contains  between  three  and 
four  hundred  houfes,  is  called  Samadang,  and 

is 
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is  parted  by  a  river  into  the  old  and  the  new 
town.  Some  of  the  natives,  whom  the  gentle- 
men remembered  to  have  feen  among  thofe 
who  had  brought  provifions  for  fale,  agreed  to 
carry  them  from  the  old  town  to  the  new  for  a 
trifling  gratification.  This  was  done  by  means 
of  two  little  canoes,  which  were  lafhed  toge- 
ther •,  and  they  had  no  fooner  reached  the  op- 
pofite  fhore,  than  the  Indians  fliewed  them  the 
houfes  of  their  Chiefs,  and  behaved  otherwife 
in  the  moft  friendly  manner ;  but  as  this  was 
the  feafon  when  the  natives  live  in  their  rice- 
grounds,  to  fave  their  corn  from  the  depreda- 
tions of  the  monkies  and  birds,  moil  of  the 
houfes  were  fhut.  When  the  gentlemen  had 
feen  every  thing  that  they  thought  worthy  of 
notice,  they  hired  a  failing-boat,  which  con- 
veyed them  to  the  fhip  time  enough  for  dinner  5 
for  the  town  of  Samadang,  though  at  a  confi- 
derable  diflance  from  the  place  where  the  En- 
deavour lay  at  anchor,  is  fituated  at  only  a  fmall 
diftance  from  the  fea-coall. 

On  the  1 2th,  while  the  Captain  was  on  fhore 
giving  orders  to  the  people  who  were  cutting 
wood  and  filling  v/ater,  he  was  told,  that  one 
of  the  natives  had  flolen  an  ax.  The  thief 
was  unknown ;  but  the  Captain,  refolved  not 
to  pave  the  way  for  future  depredations  of  this 
kind,  by  taking  no  notice  of  the  firft  ofTence, 
immediately  applied  to  the  King  •,  and  in  confe- 
quence  of  this  application,  the  ax  was  brought 
P  2  down 
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down  to  the  watering-place  the  next  day.  The 
Indian  who  brought  it  back  faid,  it  was  left  at 
his  houfe  in  the  night ;  but  it  was  fiilpe(5ted, 
that  himfelf  was  the  thief. 

Mr.  Banks  having  feveral  times yifited  on  the 
King  of  the  ifland,  and  given  him  fome  trifles 
that  were  very  acceptable,  he  waited  on  him 
for  the  laft  time  on  the  1 3th  of  January,  and 
gratified  him  very  much  by  a  prefent  of  a  fmall 
quantity  of  paper^  The  Kingafked  the  realdn 
why  the  Englilli  fliips  did  not  touch  at  the 
ifland,  as  was  formerly  their  cufliom ;  when 
Mr.  Banks  attributed  the  omiiTion  to  the  fcarci- 
ty  of  turtle,  and  advifed  the  King  to  breed 
buifalocs,  flieep  and  cattle,  for  the  accommo- 
dation of  his  future  vifitants. 

After  a  fl:ay  of  ten  days  at  Princes  Ifland., 
durino;  which  they  purchafed  vegetables  of  va- 
rious kinds,  fowls,  deer,  turtle,  &c.  the  an- 
chor was  weighed,  and  the  veflTel  once  more  put; 
to  fea. 

We  fliall  now  proceed  to  a  defcription  of  th^ 
iflant^  which  lies  in  the  weflern  mouth  of  the 
btreight  of  Sunda.  It  is  a  fmall  woody  ifland, 
and  has  been  cleared  only  in  very  few  places. 
pur  India  fliips  uied  to  touch  at  Princes  Ifland 
to  take  in  water,  but  they  have  omitted  this 
pra6lice  for  fome  years  fince,  on  account,  as  it 
is  faid,  of  the  water  being  brackifli  \  yet  Cap- 
tain Cook  fays  it  is  exceeding  good,  if  filled  to» 
wards  the  head  of  the  brook* 

The 
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-  The  fowls  which  were  purchafed  at  this  place 
cofl:  about  five-  pence  each  ;  the  turtle  three- 
farthings  a  pound,  and  other  fifh  were  propor- 
tionably  cheap  -,  one  hundred  of  the  bcfl:  cocoa- 
nuts  coft  only  a  dollar,  and  pumpkins,  pine-ap- 
ples and  other  fruits,  were  equally  cheap  and 
plenty. 

The  natives  profefs  the  religion  of  Maho- 
met, and  are  fo  ftrict  in  the  obfervance  of  the 
feaft  called  Ramadan^  that  they  not  only  abftain 
from  food  till  the  fun  is  down,  but  even  from 
the  chewing  of  betel.  The  manners  of  thefe 
people  are  not  unlike  thofe  of  the  Javanefe  j 
but  they  are  much  more  jealous  of  their  wives : 
during  the  ten  days  that  the  Endeavour  lay  here, 
only  one  woman  was  feen,  and  flie  ran  away  the 
moment  (he  was  difcovered. 

The  houfes  are  conftrudted  in  the  form  of  an 
oblong  fquare  :  they  are  built  on  pillars  four 
feet  above  the  ground,  and  well  thatched  with 
palm-leaves,  as  a  defence  from  the  fun  and 
rain :  the  flooring  is  of  bamboo  canes,  placed 
at  a  diftance  from  each  other,  to  admit  the  air  : 
thefe  houfes  confitl  of  four  rooms,  one  of  which 
js  deftined  for  the  reception  of  vifitants,  the 
children  fleep  in  a  fecond,  and  the  two  others 
are  allotted,  the  one  for  the  purpofe  of  cooke- 
ry, and  the  other  for  the  bed-chamber  of  the 
owner  and  his  wife.  The  refidence  of  the  Kino- 
of  the  ifland,  and  that  of  another  perfon  of 
great  authority,  has  boards  on  the  fides,  while 

the 
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the  houfes  of  all  the  inferior  people  have  walls 
made  of  the  bamboo  cane,  Qit  into  fmall  fticks, 
and  wrought  acrofs  the  beams  of  the  building, 
in  the  manner  of  a  hurdle.  The  King  of  the 
ifland  is  fubjeft  to  the  Sultan  of  Bantam. 

Captain  Cook  reprefents  the  natives  as  very 
honeft  in  their  dealings,  with  the  fingle  ex- 
ception, of  demanding  more  than  double  the 
fum  they  intended  to  fell  for :  the  goods  of 
each  fort  v/hich  different  perfons  brought  to 
market  were  all  fold  together,  and  the  purchafe- 
money  divided  among  the  feveral  contributors, 
in  proportion  to  the  quantity  that  each  had 
given  in  to  the  general  flock.  When  they 
changed  money,  they  gave  two  hundred  and 
forty  Dutch  doits  for  a  Spanifli  dollar. 

The  natives  fpeak  a  language  which  they  call 
Catta  Gunung,  that  is,  the  language  of  the 
mountains,  and  they  fay,  that  their  anceftors 
came  from  tlie  mountains  of  Java,  where  this 
language  is  fpoken-,  that  they  firft  fettled  at 
New  Bay,  where  the  tygers  were  fo  numerous, 
that  they  could  not  live  in  fafety,  and  therefore 
took  up  their  refidence  on  Prince's  Ifland  :  all 
thefe  people,  however,  are  capable  of  converfing 
in  the  Malay  language. 

At  the  time  the  Endeavour  left  Princes  Ifland, 
her  crew  began  to  feel,  in  all  its  force,  the  ill 
^ffefts  of  the  putrid  air  of  Batavia ;  and  foon 
afterwards  the  fliip  was  a  mere  hofpital,  filled 
with  unhappy  wretches,  finking  under  the  rage 
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of  fevers  and  dyfenteries.  In  the  fpace  of  fix 
weeks  twenty-three  perfons  died,  exclulive  of 
the  {even  which  had  been  buried  at  Batavia  : 
thefe  were  nine  feamen,  the  Corporal  of  the 
marines,  the  Ihip's  Cook,  two  of  the  Carpen- 
ter's crew,  the  Carpenter  and  his  Mate,  a  Mid- 
Ihipman,  the  old  iail- maker,  who  was  in  perfedt 
health  when  all  the  reft  were  ill  at  Batavia,  and 
his  Mate,  the  Boatfwain,  Mr.  Monkhoufe,  a 
Midfbipman,  Mr.  Sporing,  who  accompanied 
Mr.  Banks,  Mr.  Parkinlbn,  draughtfman  to 
that  gentleman,  and  Mr.  Green,  the  Aftro- 
nomer. 

After  a  paiTage  in  which  nothing  remarkable 
occurred,  the  fhip  was  brought  to  an  anchor  off 
the  Cape  of  Good  Hope,  on  the  15th  of  March 
1 77 1.  The  Captain  repaired  inftantly  to  the 
Governor,  who  faid,  that  fuch  refrefhments  as 
the  country  fupplied,  fliould  be  chearfully 
granted  him  ;  on  which  a  houfe  was  hired  for 
the  fick,  who  were  to  have  their  board  and 
lodging,  on  the  payment  of  two  fliiliings  a  day 
for  each  man. 

At  the  time  the  Endeavour  lay  at  anchor 
here,  an  Englifh  Eaft  Indiaman  failed  for  the 
port  of  London,  who  had  buried  above  thirty 
of  her  crew  while  flie  was  in  India  ;  and  at  that 
time  had  many  others  feverely  affli6ted  with  the 
fcurvy  ;  fo  that  the  fufferings  of  the  crew  of  the 
Endeavour,  confidering  her  long  abfence  from 

England-, 
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England,  is  a  circumftance  not  at  all  to  be  won- 
dered at. 

We  fliall  now  proceed  to  a  defcription  of  the 
Cape  of  Good  Hope,  in  which  we  Ihall  only- 
mention  fuch  particulars  as  are  either  wholly 
new,  or  fuch  as  have  been  mif-reprefented  by 
other   writers.      The  land  over   the   Cape  is 
mountainous,  and  totally  barren  ;  beyond  thefe 
mountains  the  country  is  covered  with  a  light 
fand,    which  will  not   admit   of  cultivation  ; 
there  are  indeed  a  few  cultivated  fpots,  but  they 
are  hardly  more  than  a  thoufandth  part  of  the 
whole  country.     Provifions  are  brought  to  the 
Cape  from  a  diftance  nine  hundred  miles  up  the 
country,  which  is  an  evident  proof  of  its  ex- 
treme fterility,  notwithftanding  what  has  been 
heretofore  written  to  the  contrary.     While  Cap- 
tain Cook  lay  here,  a  farmer  came  to  the  Cape, 
bringing  his  young  children  with  him,  from  a 
diftance  that  took  him  fifteen  days  journey  ; 
and  on  his  being  afked  why  he  had  not  left  his-^ 
children  with  fome  neighbour,  he  faid,  there 
was  no  inhabitant  within  live  days  journey  of; 
his  farm.     There  are  no  trees  that  are  even  two 
yards  in  height,  except  in  fome  plantations  in 
the  vicinity  of  Cape  town. 

This  town  confifts  of  near  a  thoufand  brick 
houfes,  the  outfides  of  which  being  generally 
plaiftered,  they  have  a  very  plcafing  appear- 
ance. There  is  a  canal  in  the  main  flreet,  with 
two  rows  of  oak-trees  on  its  borders,  which  are 
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In  a  more  flourifhing  flate  than  the  other  trees 
of  this  country  :  the  itreets,  which  crofs  each 
other  at  right  angles,  are  very  fpacious  and 
handlbme.  The  inhabitants  are  chiefly  Dutch, 
or  of  Dutch  extraflion  :  the  women  are  beau- 
tiful in  a  high  degree,  and  poflcfs  thofe  bloom- 
ing countenances  which  denote  the  mod  perfe6b 
health  :  they  are  molt  of  them  mothers  of  many 
children,  and  Captain  Cook  fays,  they  are  the 
beft  wives  in  the  world. 

The  air  of  the  Cape  of  Good  Flope  is  fo  pure 
and  falubrious,  that  a  fick  perfon,  who  goes 
thither  from  Europe,  whatever  be  his  diforder, 
almoft  always  recovers  his  health  in  a  little 
time ;  but  thofe  who  bring  difeafes  with  them 
from  the  Eaft  Indies,  have  not  an  equal  chance 
of  recovery. 

Although  this  country  is  naturally  fo  barren, 
as  fcarcely  to  produce  any  thing,  yet  the  un- 
ceafing  induftry  of  its  inhabitants  has  fo  effec- 
tually combated  the  fparing  hand  of  Nature, 
that  there  are  few  places  where  the  neceffaries 
of  life  are  more  plentiful,  and  even  what  are 
genefarlly  deemed*^  luxuries,  are  by  no  means 
fcarce.  The  conftantia  wine  is  known  to  be 
excellent,  but  the  genuine  fort  is  made  only  at 
one  particular  vineyard  a  few  miles  from  the 
town.  The  gardens  produce  many  forts  of 
European  and  Indian  fruits,  and  almoft  all  the 
common  kinds  of  vegetables.  The  cultivated 
fields  yield  wheat  and  barley  of  equal  quality 
Q^  with 
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with  that  of   the  growth  of  England.     The 
flicep  of  this  country  have  tails  of  a  very  ex- 
traordinary fize,  many  of  which  weigh  upwards 
of  a  dozen  pounds  i   the  meat  of  this  animal 
as  well  as  of  the  ox,  is  very  fine  food  :  the 
wool  of  the  flieep  is  rather  of  the  hairy  kind, 
and  the  horns  of  the  black  cattle  fpread  much 
wider  than  thofe  of  England,    while  the  beaft 
himfelf  is  handfomer  and  lighter  made.     The 
cheefe  has  a  very  indifferent  flavour,   but  the 
butter  is  extrcmiCly  good.     The  pork  of  this 
country  is  nearly  the  fame  as  that  of  Europe, 
and  there  are  abundance  of  goats,   but  the  in- 
habitants do  not  eat  their  flefh.     The  country 
abounds  in  hares,  altogether  like  thofe  of  Ens:- 
'land  •,  there  are  feveral  fpecies  of  the  antelope, 
a  plenty  of  buftards,  and  two  kinds  of  quails. 

When  a  ftranger  arrives  at  the  Cape,  it  is 
cullomary  for  him  to  board  in  a  private  houfe, 
and  he  pays  from  two  fliillings  to  a  crown  a 
day,  according  to  the  accommodations  he  ex. 
pects.  If  he  appears  and  behaves  as  a  gentle- 
man, he  is  invited  to  the  private  entertainments 
which  are  given  by  the  more  opulent  of  the  in- 
habitants ;  and  this  cannot  fail  of  being  the 
more  acceptable,  as  there  are  no  places  of  pub- 
lic diverfion  in  the  country.  Horfes  are  here 
let  to  hire  at  fix  (hillings  a  day,  and  coaches  at 
one  pound  four. 

The  Dutch  company  have  a  garden  at  the 
extremity   of  the  high  ftreet,   which    is  more 
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than  half  a  mile  in  length,  in  the  center  walk 
of  which  are  a  number  of  fine  oak  trees.  A, 
fmall  part  of  this  garden  is  covered  with  bota- 
nical plants,  but  all  the  reft  is  allotted  to  the 
produdlion  of  the  common  vegetables  for  the 
kitchen :  the  whole  is  divided  into  fquares  by 
the  form  of  its  walks,  and  each  fquare  is  fen- 
ced in  by  oaks  cut  into  fmall  hedges.  There  is 
a  menagerie  of  beafts.  and  birds,  many  of  them 
known  in  Europe,  at  the  upper  end  of  this 
garden ;  and  among  the  reft  is  the  Coe  Boey  a 
beaft  not  lefs  than  a  horfe,  which  has  thofe  cu- 
rious fpiral  horns  that  have  frequently  found  a 
place  in  the  cabinets  of  the  curious. 

The  native  inhabitants  of  this  country  are 
ufually  drefled  in  a  flieep  fliin  thrown  acrofs  the 
fhoulders,  and  a  little  pouch  before  them,  to 
which  is  fixed  a  kind  of  belt,  ornamented  v;ith 
little  bits  of  copper,  and  beads :  round  the 
waifts  of  the  women  is  a  broad  piece  of  lea- 
ther, and  rings  of  the  fame  round  their  ar.clc-s, 
to  prote(5l  them  from  the  thorns,  which  grow 
in  abundance  all  over  the  country  i  a  few  of 
them  wear  a  kind  of  fhoe,  made  of  the  bark 
of  a  tree,  but  the  major  part  of  them  go  bare- 
footed :  both  fexes  adorn  themfelves  with  brace- 
lets and  necklaces,  made  of  beads.  None  of 
thefe  people  refide  at  a  lefs  diftance  than  four 
days  journey  from  Cape  Town,  except  a  num- 
ber of  the  poorer  fort,  who  look  after  the  cat- 
tie  belonging  to  the  Dutch  farmers,  and  are 
Q  2  employed 
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employed  in  various  other  menial  offices.  Their 
ilature  is  about  the  fame  as  that  of  the  people 
of  England,  from  five  to  fix  feet  in  height  ; 
but  fcarce  any  of  them  are  corpulent:  their 
Ikins  are  dark ,  but  this  is  in  a  great  degree  ow- 
ino-  to  their  extreme  indelicacy  :  their  hair  curls 
naturally,  and  falls  in  tinglets  of  above  fix 
inches  in  length :  they  are  fingular  for  their 
llrength  and  agility. 

Moft  of  the  Hottentots  fpeak  the  Dutch 
language,  without  any  thing  remarkable  in 
their  manner ;  yet,  when  they  converfe  in  their 
native  language,  they  frequently  fi:op,  and 
make.a  clucking  with  their  tongues,  which  has 
a  moft  fingular  and  ridiculous  effeft  to  the  ears 
of  a  ftranger ;  and,  exclufive  of  this  clucking, 
their  language  itlelf  is  fcarcely  founded  arti- 
culately. 

Thefe  people  are  modeft  to  the  utmoft  de- 
gree of  bafhfulnefs,  and,  though  they  are  fond 
of  finging  and  dancing,  can  hardly  be  pre- 
vailed on  to  divert  themfelves  with  their  fa- 
vourite amufements  before  ftrangers  :  both 
their  finging  and  dancing  are  alternately  quick 
and  flow  in  the  utmoft  extreme. 

Some  of  the  Flottentots  underftand  the  art 
of  melting  and  preparing  copper,  with  which 
they  make  plates,  and  wear  them  on  their  fore- 
heads, as  an  article  of  finery.  They  are  alio 
capable  of  making  knives,  fuperior  to  thofe 

they 
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they  can  pnrchafe  of  the  Dutch,  from  whom 
they  procure  the  iron. 

They  have  the  arc  of  making  butter  by 
Ihaking  milk  in  the  fldn  of  a  beaft :  with  this 
butter  they  anoint  their  fkins ;  or,  when  they 
cannot  procure  butter,  they  ufe  the  fat  of  the 
Iheep.  The  principal  people  are  owners  of  im- 
menfe  herds  of  cattle ;  and  thefe  clothe  them- 
felves  with  the  fkins  of  lions  and  other  beads, 
which  are  adorned  with  fringes,  elegantly  de- 
figned. 

The  Hottentots  are  fo  dextrous  in  throwins: 
Hones,  that  they  will  hit  a  mark  not  larger  than 
a  crown  piece,  at  the  diftance  of  an  hundred 
yards.  They  are  likewile  expert  in  the  ufe  of 
arrows,  and  of  the  lance  called  an  AfTagay, 
the  points  of  which  they  poifon,  fometimes 
with  the  venom  of  a  ferpent,  and  fometimes 
with  the  juice  of  particular  herbs  j  fo  that  a 
wound  received  from  either  of  thefe  weapons 
is  almoft  always  mortal. 

Exclufive  of  what  is  above  recited,  they  met 
with  nothing  refpefting  thefe  people,  but  fuch 
particulars  as  have  been  previoufly  mentioned 
by  various  other  voyagers,  and  which  will  of 
courfe  be  found  in  the  preceding  volumes  :  we 
fhall  therefore  accompany  the  Ihip  in  her  voy- 
age to  England. 

On  the  i^th  of  April,  1771,  the  anchor  of 
the  Endeavour  was  weighed,  and  Ihe  once 
more  put  to  fea,  but  came  to  an  anchor  again 

before 
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before  night  near  Robin  iQand.  As  a  few  ve^ 
getables  were  wanted,  which  they  had  negledled 
to  take  in  at  the  Cape,  the  Captain  fent  off  a 
boat  to  the  ifland  ;  but,  when  fhe  reached  the 
Ihore,  feme  Dutch  foldiers  forbad  her  crew- 
landing,  at  the  hazard  of  their  lives  ;  and  the 
officer  vv'ho  commanded  very  prudently  return- 
ed to  the  fhip.  For  fome  time  they  were  puz- 
zled to  account  for  this  behaviour  on  the  part 
of  the  Dutch  ;  but  it  was  at  length  recollected, 
that  the  Dutch  government  at  the  Cape  of  Good 
Hope  had  affigned  this  ifland  for  the  recep- 
tion of  fuch  offenders  whofe  crimes  were  not 
deemed  worthy  of  death,  where  their  flavery 
confifts  in  digging  lime-ftone,  for  fuch  a  num- 
bet  of  years  as  are  thought  proportionable  to 
the  heinoufnefs  of  their  offences  :  and  that  a 
iliip  belonging  to  Denmark,  which  had  buried 
moft  of  her  hands,  had  called  at  this  ifland, 
and  taken  on  board  a  number  of  thefe  crimi- 
nals, in  order  to  navigate  the  veffel  to  Europe  : 
hence  the  condud  of  the  Dutch  foldiers  was 
eaiily  accounted  for. 

The  fhip  failed  again  on  the  following  day, 
when  the  matter  of  her  died,  having  hallened 
his  death  by  hard  drinking,  though,  in  other 
refpefts,  he  left  behind  him  an  excellent  cha- 
racter. 

On  Monday,  May-day,  they  came  to  an  an- 
chor off  the  ifland  of  St.  HJena,  and,  as  they 
propofed  to  remain  three  days,  Mr.  Banks  cm- 
I  ployed 
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ployed  the  Interval  in  furveying  every  objedt 
that  was  thought  worthy  of  notice. 

The  ifland  of  St.   Helena  rifes  out  of  the 
immenfe  Atlantic  ocean,  is  about  eighteen  hun- 
dred  miles  from   the   coail   of  America,  and 
twelve  hundred  from  that  of  Africa.     It  has 
the  appearance  of  a  huge  mountain,  the  foun- 
dation of  which  is  probably  at  the  center  of  the 
globe.     It  had  formerly  volcanoes   in  feveral 
parts  of  it,  as  is  evident  from  the  appearance 
of  the  earth  and  ftones  in  many  places  ;  and  it 
4ooks  like  a  ciufter  of  rocks,  bounded  by  pre- 
cipices of  immenfe  height :  as  a  veffel  fails  along 
the  coaft,  the  cliffs  perpend  over  her  head  fo  as 
to  threaten  her  inftant  deftruclion,  and  nothing 
in  nature  can  be  conceived  more  awful  than  their 
appearance, 

Clofe  to  the  fea  fide  ftands  the  town,  which 
had  form.erly  a  church  of  very  indifferent  ar- 
chitecture, but  it  is  now  little  better  than  a  heap 
of  ruins,  nor  is  the  market-houfe  in  a  much 
better  condition:  mod  of  the  houfes  are  alfo 
conftrucled  in  a  vile  tafie. 

As  this  ifland  is  the  property  of  the  Englilli 
Eaft  India  Company,  the  inhabitants  are  not 
fuffered  to  carry  on  any  trade  for  their  own 
emolument,  but  get  their  livelihood  by  felling 
the  produclions  of  the  ifland  to  the  crews  of  the 
veilbls  which  anchor  there  for  a  funpiy  of  re- 
frefhments. 

St. 
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St.  Helena  is  fo  happily  fituated,  with  regard 
to  climate,  that  it  would,  if  properly  cultivat- 
ed, produce  the  trees,  fruits,  plants  and  flow- 
ers, of  all  the  different  parts  of  the  world.  On 
the  fummit  of  the  higheft  ridges  the  cabbage- 
tree  flonrifhesj  in  the  parts  below  thefe  grow  the 
gum-wood  and  red-wood,  and  in  the  ^vallies 
many  of  the  plants  of  the  Indies,  and  almoft 
all  thofe  of  Europe ;  yet  thefe  feveral  produc- 
tions will  not  grow  but  on  the  fpots  of  ground 
peculiarly  adapted  to  each. 

The  only  white  inhabitants  of  the  ifland  are 
fubjects  of  the  King  of  Great  Britain :  thefe 
employ  flaves,  who  tranfport  goods  of  all  kinds 
from  place  to  place  on  their  heads  ;  and  we  are 
forry  to  fay,  that  the  inhumanity  of  our  coun-- 
trymen  to  thefe  flaves  is  a  difgraceto  thofe  who 
profefs  the  chriftian  faith.  There  are  a  fmall 
number  of  horfes  at  St.  Helena,  but  they  are 
never  employed  in  draught,  there  being  no  fuch 
thing  as  a  waggon  or  cart  on  the  ifland,  though 
in  miany  places  the  land  is  not  fo  fl:eep,  but  that 
luch  carriages  might  eafily  be  drawn. 

Ebony-trees  are  a  natural  production  of  the 
ifland  of  St.  Helena,  but  there  have  not  been 
many  of  them  within  the  memory  of  any  per- 
fon  now  livins;  there.  Snails  are  found  in  abun- 
dance  on  the  fummits  of  the  higheft  moun- 
tains i  but  the  other  inleds  of  the  ifland  areve-_ 
ry  few  in  number. 
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On  Saturday  the  4th  of  May  1771,  the  En- 
deavour faikd  from  the  road  of  St.  Helena,  to- 
gether with  the  Portland  man  of  war,  and  fe- 
veral  fail  of  Indiamen.  They  kept  company 
with  die  man  of  war  and  Indiamen  till  Friday 
the  ioth.  But  Captain  Cook  oblerving,  that 
they  were  oiit- failed  by  all  the  other  lliips,  and 
confequently  imagining  that  fome  of  them 
would  reach  England  before  him,  made  fignals 
to  fpeak  with  the  Portland,  when  the  Captain 
of  that  veflei  came  on  board,  and  received  from 
Captain  Cook  a  letter  to  the  Lords  of  the 
Admiralty,  together  with  a  box,  in  which  were 
depofited  the  journals  of  many  of  the  officers, 
and  the  fhip's  log  books. 

On  the  23d  they  loft  fight  of  all  the  fliips 
they  failed  in  company  with  from  St.  Helena, 
and  in  the  afternoon  of  the  fame  day,  Mr. 
Hicks,  the  firft  Lieutenant,  died  of  a  confump- 
tion,  with  which  he  had  been  afflicted  dujring 
the  whole  voyage. 

No  fmgle  occurrence  worth  recording  hap- 
pened from  this  time,  till  the  fnip  came  to  an 
anchor  in  the  Downs,  which  was  on  the  12th  of 
June  foilowing.- 

Whoever  has  carefully  read,  and  duly  con- 
fidered  the  wonderful  protedion  of  this  fhip, 
in  cafes  of  danger  the  moll  imminent  and  afto- 
nifhing,  particularly  when  encircled  in  the  wide 
ocean  with  rocks  of  coral,  her  iheathing  beaten 
off,  and  her  falfe-keel  floating  by  her  fide,  a  hole 
K  in 
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in  her  bottom,  and  the  men  alternately  fainting 
at  the  pumps,  and  will  yet  deny  the  exiftenceof  a 
particular  Providence,  and  the  moft  gracious  and 
merciful  interpofition  of  the  Deity,  in  behalf 
of  our  adventrous'  countrymen,  will  deferve 
fomefhare  of  that  cenfure,  which  the  thinking 
part  of  mankind  have  fo  liberally  and  juftly 
beftowed  on  the  Compiler  of  the  account  of 
the  Voyage  of  the  Endeavour.  There  is  a 
comfort  in  the  reflection  that  God  is  good, 
which  can  h^  felt  only  by  thofe  who  acknow- 
ledge his  mercy,  and  adore  his  power. 
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PERFORMED   BY 

ORDER   OF  THE  FRENCH  KING, 
In  the  years  1766,   1767,  1768,   1769. 

A  SETTLEMENT  having  been  commen- 
ced for  the  French  King,  on  Falkland's 
Iflands*,  in  the  month  of  February  1764, 
the  Spaniards  demanded  them,  as  their  right,  as 
an  appendage  to  the  continentof  South  America; 
and  France  having  allowed  the  propriety  of 
the  demand,  Monf.  Bougainville  was  ordered 
to  yield  poffefiion  of  the  iQands  to  the  Spa- 
niards. 

Inconfequence  of  the  orders  he  had  received, 
he  failed  from  the  port  of  Mindin  on  the  15th 
of  November  1766,  having  under  his  com- 
mand the  frigate  la  Boudeufe — la  Efmeralda, 

*  M.  Bougamville  every  where  calls  thefe  iflands  the 
IJles  Malouincs  ;  but  we  fhall  call  them  by  the  name  of 
Falkland's  I/Iands,  which  was  given  them  by  our  country 
man,  Strong,  in  1689. 

R  2  and 
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and  la  Liebre  ;  two  frigates  belonging  to  Spain, 
were  to  join  him  in  the  river  de  la  Plata,  to 
the  commanding  officer  of  which  he  was  to  de- 
liver the  fettlement ;  and  the  V  Etoiie,  a  French 
ftore-fnip,  was  to  carry  him  fuch  provifions  as 
were  necefifary  for  the  long  voyage  on  which  he 
was  bound,  and  to  meet  him  at  Falkland's 
Iflands  :  but  the  voyage  was  neceflarily  feveral 
months  longer  in  compleating  than  it  might 
have  been,  on  account,  as  will  appear  hereafter, 
of  the  delay  which  prevented  the  i'Etoile  from 
joining  Monf.  Bougainville. 

The  Boudeufe  had  been  at  fea  only  two  days 
when  fhe  encountered  fuch  a  violent  ftorm  of 
wind,  as  carried  away  the  clue  of  the  fore-fail, 
broke  the  top-maft,  and  main-top-maft,  and 
took  off  the  head  of  the  main-maft.  Thus  fi- 
tuated,  Monf  Bougainville  found  it  necefTary  to 
put  into  Breft  to  refit,  and  to  make  fome  ne- 
cefiary  alterations  in  the  ftowage  of  his  fhip, 
which  was  ill  calculated,  for  withftanding  the 
fury  of  thofe  feas  he  was  to  pafs,  and  particu- 
larly fo  for  the  navigation  of  the  feas  round 
Cape  Horn. 

And  here  a  refleflion  will  naturally  arife,  on 
that  fatality,  by  which  thole  who  have  the  ap- 
pointment of  naval  equipments,  almoft  always 
deftine  for  fervices  of  the  moft  imminent  danger, 
vefTcls  totally  inadequate  for  the  purpole. 
Hence  arife  orders  and  counter-orders,  till  the 
proper  feafon  for  performing  the  moft  hazar- 
dous 


ROUND    THE    WORLD.     125 

dous  parts  of  the  voyage,  is  loft  in  the  neceflary 
preparation  for  making  it. 
.  On  the  5th  of  December  Monf.  Bougain- 
ville failed  from  the  harbour  of  Breif,  having 
on  board  the  Frmce  of  NalTau  Seighen,  three 
gentlemen  who  went  as  volunteers,  eleven  offi- 
cers in  commifiion ;  and  warrant-officers,  fea- 
men  foldiers,  fervants  and  boys,  to  the  num- 
ber of  two  hundred. 

On  the  17th  they  were  in  fight  of  the  Sal- 
vages, a  fmall  flat  ifland,  which  at  each  end 
rifes  into  a  hillock  :  the  next  day  they  faw  the 
Ifland  of  Palma,  and  that  of  Ferro  on  Lhe  19th. 
Monf.  Bougainville  was  now  convinced  of  a 
great  error  in  his  reckoning,  which  he  attri- 
butes to  the  rapidity  of  the  currents  oppofite 
the  Streights  of  Gibraltar.  Having  corrected 
his  reckoning,  he  took  a  frefii  departure,  and 
arrived  at  Rio  de  la  Plata,  without  meeting 
with  any  thing  worthy  of  notice. 

On  the  evening  of  the  29th  of  January  they 
had  fight  of  Rio  de  la  Plata,  but  as  the  night 
■was  dark  and  tempefluous,  they  lay  to,  with 
the  head  of  the  veflTel  towards  the  offing.  The 
next  morning  they  had  a  view  of  the  moun- 
tains of  Maidonado,  which,  after  a  fliip  enters 
the  Rio  de  la  Plata,  are  the  firft  high  lands  fken 
to  the  north.  At  the  Maldonados  the  Spani- 
ards have  a  fmall  garrifoned  town,  in  the  vici- 
nity of  which  are  picked  up  fome  beautiful 
tranfjparenc  fl;ones  j  and  there  is  lil^ewife  a  gold 

jnin? 
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mine  near  it,  which  has  been  worked  for  a  few 
years  paft,  but  has  yielded  little  profit. 

On  the  morning  of  the  31ft  the  Boudeufe 
came  to  an  anchor  in  the  Bay  of  Montevideo, 
where  the  two  Spanifh  fhips,  which  were  to  take 
poffeflion  of  Falkland's  lilands,  had  been  at  an- 
chor for  fome  weeks. 

Don  Philip  Ruis  Puente,  the  principal  in 
command  of  the  SpaniOi  veffels,  having  been 
appointed  Governor  of  the  iflands  which  were 
to' be  furrendered  by  the  French,  he  accompa- 
nied Monf.  Bougainville  to  Buenos  Ayres,  to 
fettle,  with  the  Governor  general,  the  mode  of 
making  the  ceiTion  :  and  the  Prince  of  NaiTau- 
Sieghen  attended  them  in  this  expedition. 

The  gentlemen  made  the  voyage  in  a  fchooner, 
but  a  contrary  wind  preventing  their  paflage  by 
fea,  they  went  on  fhore  above  the  colony  of 
San  Sacramento,  and  travelled  over  a  prodigi- 
ous extent  of  country,  in  which  there  were  no 
roads,  and  where  the  eye  was  their  only  guide. 
During  this  expedition  they  (lept  in  little  hovels 
conttrufted  with  leather,  while  the  tygers  howled 
round  them  on  every  fide.  Monf.  Bougain- 
ville particularly  mentions  the  manner  and  the 
danger  of  their  paffing  the  river  St.  Lucia, 
which  is  wide  and  deep,  yet  amazingly  rapid  : — 
being  placed  in  a  long  narrow  canoe,  one  fide 
of'  which  was  beyond  all  proportion  higher 
than  the  other,  a  horfe  was  faitened  on  each 
fide  the  velTel,  the  matter  of  which  pulling  off 

all 
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all  his  cloaths,  got  into  it,  and  fupporting  the 
heads  of  the  horfes  above  the  furface  of  the 
ftream,  drove  them  acrofs  it,  in  the  beft  man- 
ner he  was  able,  and,  with  fome  difficulty, 
they  ftemmed  the  rapidity  of  the  torrent.  It 
is  neceflary  for  travellers  who  pafs  this  wild  and 
extenfive  country  to  be  very  careful  in  finding 
the  fordable  parts  of  the  rivers  •,  they  ufually 
drive  before  them  a  confiderable  number  of 
horfes,  in  order  to  take  frelli  ones  as  often  as 
thofe  they  ride  on  are  jaded. 

Monfieur  Bougainville  having  tranfadled  his 
bufinefs  at  Buenos  Ayres,  returned  to  Monte- 
video on  the  i6thof  February,  and  was  fol- 
lowed in  a  few  days  by  the  Spanifh  Governor, 
Don  Puente.  Some  neceflaries  of  various 
kinds  being  taken  on  board,  the  velTels  were 
prepared  for  failing  to  Falkland's  Iflands. 

Our  author  now  gives  a  long  account  of  the 
eftablifhment  of  the  Spaniards  in  Rio  de  la 
Plata,  of  which  we  (hall  take  no  notice,  be- 
caufe  fimilar  accounts  are  to  be  found  in  a  srreat 
number  of  volumes,  fome  or  other  of  which 
are  in  the  hands  of  almoft  every  reader. 

Our  voyagers  having  caufed  a  fmall  vefTel  to 
be  laden  with  cattle  for  the  ufe  of  the  fhip's 
companies,  they  failed  in  company,  on  the  28th 
of  February  i7^7>  a  pilot,  acquainted  with 
the  coaft  of  Falkland's  Iflands,  having  been 
previoufly  put  on  board  each  of  the  Spanifh 
Ihips ;  but  this  day  they  were  obliged  to  bring 

their 
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their  veflels  to  an  anchor,  on  account  of  the 
thicknefs  of  a  fog,  which  prevented  their  feeing 
land. 

The  winds  now  proving  contrary,  the  fhips 
remained  at  anchor  the  following  day  ;  but  as 
the  current  of  the  river  ran  ftrongly  in  their 
favour,  Monf.  Bougainville  fent  to  acquaint 
the  Spanilh  commander,  that  his  vefiel  being 
too  near  the  Englifh  fand»bank,  off  the  ifle 
of  Floras,  he  thought  it  would  be  proper  to 
fail  on  the  following  day,  even  if  the  wind 
fhould  not  change  in  their  favour.  To  this 
the  Spanifh  officer  replied,  that  his  pilot  rd- 
fufed  to  weigh  the  anchor  till  the  wind  became 
fair  and  blew  fteady  :  on  which  Don  Puent'c 
was  acquainted,  that  the  anchor  of  the  Boudeufe 
would  certainly  be  weighed  early  the  next 
morning,  and  that  fhe  would  either  anchor 
more  to  the  north,  or  ply  to  the  windward, 
.waiting  for  the  Spanifli  fhips,  unlefs  they 
jhould  be  unavoidably  feparated  by  the  violence 
of  the  wind. 

.  The.fmall  veffel  laden  with  cattle  had  not 
come  to  an  anchor  during  the  preceding  nighty 
nor  was  fhe  feen  any  more  during  the  voyage; 
but  it  was  afterwards  learnt  that  line  went  back 
to  Montevideo,  after  an  abfence  of  three  weeks 
from  that  place.  The  night  had  been  lb  tem- 
pefluous,  that  all  the  fhips  dragged  their  an- 
chors, and  in  the  morning  the  Sp?.nifh  veflels 
were  obfervcd  with  their. main-yards  lowered, 

and 
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and   their    top-mafts    handed  :    the   Boudeure, 
however,  got  under  fail,   and  got  out  of  the 
river  before   night,  leaving  the  Spaniards  ftill 
at  anchor.     Monf  Bougainville  had  variable, 
but  chiefly   bad,  weather  till  the  23d  of  the 
month,  when  he  came  to  an  anchor  in  the  Bay 
of  Falkland's  iQands,  where  the  Spanifli  vef- 
fels    alfo    anchored,     on    the    day    following. 
Thefe  lafl:  had  fuff^cred  extremely  through  the 
inclemency  of  the  weather ;   the   cabbin  win- 
dows of  Don  Puente's  (hip  had  been  broke  by 
the  violence  of  the  waves,  lb  that  the  fea  for 
fome  time  poured  into  her  in  torrents ;    and  a 
number  of  cattle,   deftined  for  the  ufe  of  the 
colony  at  Falkland's  Ifland,  died  on  the  paflage. 
On  the  I  ft  of  April  Monf.  Bongainville,  in 
the  name  cf  the  French  king,  furrendered  the 
ifland  to  Don  Puente,  who  received  it  for  his 
moft  catholic   Majefl:y,   with  the  ceremony  of 
hoifliing  the  Spanifli  colours,    and  the  firing  of 
guns  from  the  fliips  and  on  fliore :  Monf.  Bou- 
gainville then  read  a  letter,  in  which  his  fove- 
reign  granted  leave  to  fuch  of  the  inhabitants 
as  chofe  to  continue  their  refidence,  to  be  under 
the  dominion  of  Spain  :    this  offer  was  accep- 
ted by  fome,  while  others  embarked  with  the 
garrifon,  and   were   conveyed  to  Montevideo 
in   the   Spanifli  fliips.     The  whole  expence  of 
the  French  fettlement,   to  the  time  of  its  being 
delivered  to  the  Spaniards,  was  fix  hundred  and 
three  thoufand  livres  j  but  as  his  moft  Catholic 

S  Majefty 
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Majefty  took  ihe  fbips,  provifions,    and  all  the 
ftores  of  every  kind,   he  reimburfed  this  fun> 
to  France. 

Monf.  Bougainville  now  proceeds  to  make 
fome  hilliorical  remarks  refpecting  Falkland's 
Iflands,  in  whicli  we  ihall  trace  him  with  all 
poflible  fidelity.  He  fays  that,  in  the  year 
1 502,  when  Americo  Velpucius  was  on  his 
third. voyage  for  the  difcovery  of  America,  he 
failed  along  the  northern  coails  of  the  iflands, 
and  to  him,  therefore,  he  allows  the  honour  of 
beinc^  the.firft  dilcoverer  j  yet  he  fays  that  Vef- 
pucioLis  knew  not  whether  what  he  fawwas 
an  ifland,  or  a  part  of  the  main  land.  Gcuin, 
a  French  commander,  came  to  an  anchor  on 
thefe  iflands,  in  the  year  1700,  as  he  was  re- 
turnino-  from  a  voyage  into  the  South  Seas  j 
but  Gouin  millook  them  for  Sebald*s  ifles, 
.which  lie  very  near  them,  Falkland's  Iflanda 
being  between  thofe,  and  the  ifland  of  Beau- 
chefne  j  fo  that  a  Ihip  at  anchor  on  the  eaft  fide 
of  Sebald's  ifles,  is  with  in. fight  of  Falkland's  ; — 
Befides  Beauchefne's  defcription  of  what  ht; 
took  to  be  Sebald's,  exadly  anfwers  to  thefe  ; 
ior  he  fays  there  are  no  woods,  that  the  coun- 
try is  fwampy,  that  there  are  many  frefli-water 
lakes  and  marlhes  on  it,  and  that  it  abounds 
in  ducks,  .fnipes,  wild  geefe,  and  teals, 

iVionf.  ,  Bougainville  juftly  obftrves,  that 
Falkland's  iflands  have  been  but  little  known, 
and  ill  clefcribcd,  till  within  a  few  years  pail. 

They 
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They  are  commonly  reprefented  as  b^ing  co- 
vered with  woods  ;  DLic  this  mifcake  might  very 
well  happen  in  the  accounts  of  thofe  who  only 
law  them  from  on  board  a  fhip  ;  for  what  are 
taken  for  woods  are  tall  rufhes,  which  grow 
very  clofe  together,  and  the  ftalk  being  dry  to 
the  height  of  five  feet  from  the  ground,  a  large 
tuft  fprings  from  the  top  of  it,  fo  that  their 
number,  and  the  manner  in  which  they  grow, 
form  no  ill  refembknce  of  a  wood.  Great 
part  of  the  hills  on  the  ifland  are  covered  with 
heath,  while  the  rufnes  grow  only  on  fome 
fmall  ifles,  and  near  the  fea  co?.(l. 

Jn  the  year  1594  Sir  Richard  Hawkins  had 
fight  of  thefe  iflands,  and  called  them  Haw- 
kins's Maiden-Land  :  he  fays  he  faw  fires  on 
them,  and  that  they  were  then  inhabited  :  about 
the  commencement  of  the  prefent  century,  a 
French  fhip,  called  the  St.  Louis,  came  to  an 
anchor  on  this  coaft,  under  the  fhelter  of  the 
ides  of  Anican,  which  are  fome  fmall  iflands,  ■ 
fo  called  after  the  privateer  of  that  name  •,  but 
the  commander  of  the  St.  Louis  did  not  think 
it  worth  his  while  to  examine  the  country  :  yet, 
IVlonf.  Bougainville  obferves,  that  the  naviga- 
tors of  all, nations  have  remarked  how  conve- 
niently they  are  fituated  for  affording  flielter 
and  refrefliment  to  veffels  bound  to  the  South- 
Seas. 

France  having  come  to  a  refolution  of  fend- 
ing  a   colony  to  fettle  on  Falkland's  iflands,  ^ 

S   2-  Monf. 
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Monf.  Bougainville,  towards  the  beginning  of 
the  year  1763,  niade  an  offer  to  eftablifh  the 
fettlement  at  his  own  expence,  with  the  afiif- 
tance  of  two  of  his  near  relation?,  Monf 
de  Arboulin,  and  Monf.  de  Nerville.  This 
offer  being  accepted,  the  adventrous  French- 
man gave  orders  for  the  building  and  equip- 
ment of  a  veffel  of  twenty,  and  another  of 
twelve  guns,  the  former  of  which  was  called 
the  Eagle,  and  the  latter  the  Sphinx :  and  as 
foon  as  thefe  veffels  had  taken  in  fuch  ftores 
as  were  neceffary  for  the  voyage,  and  for  mak^ 
ing  the  fettlement,  Monf  Bougainville,  having 
previoufly  engaged  fome  acadian  families,  em- 
barked his  officers,  feamen  and  fettlers,  and 
failed  from  the  Port  of  St.  Malo,  on  the  15th 
of  September,  1763. 

In  the  courfe  of  the  voyage  he  touched  on 
the  coaft  of  Brazil,  and  at  Montevideo,  at 
which  laft  place  he  took  a  number  of  horned 
•cattle  and  horfts  on  board,  in  order  to  flock 
the  ifland  to  which  he  was  deftined.  On  the 
3ifl  of  January,  1764,  Monf  Bougainville 
■was  within  fight  of  Sebald's  ifles,  and  came  to 
an  anchor  in  a  large  bay  on  the  eaflermofl  point 
of  Falkland's  illands,  on  the  thirdof  February. 

It  was  foon  refolved  to  form  the  fettkment 
on  the  coaft  of  this  Bay  ;  and  Monf  Bougain- 
ville immediately  began  to  take  a  furvey  of 
the  ifland,  to  learn  what  it  produced,  for  the 
fupport  and  convenience  of  life.     H-j  obferves, 

that 
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that  various  kinds  of  water  and  land-fowl,  and 
fi(h,  were  all  its  edible  produdions  :  and  that 
the  reader  already  knows  that  there  grows  no 
wood,  either  for  firing,  or  other  piirpofes; 
but  this  deficiency,  in  Monf.  Bougainville's 
opinion,  nPiight  be  tolerably  well  fupplied  by 
an  excellent  kind  of  turf,  which  was  almofl 
every  where  to  be  found  in  great  abundance. 

On  the  firft  arrival  of  our  adventurers,  it  was 
a  fight  not  lels  pleafing  than  aftonifhing,  to 
behold  the  birds  flock  round  them,  with 
evident  curiofity,  but  without  the  lead 
figns  of  timidity  :  thefe  harmlefs  animals  ufed 
to  perch  on  thofe  who  were  ftanding  Hill,  and 
would  at  all  times  fubmit  to  be  taken  with  the 
hand  :  but  they  very  foon  learnt  to  be  Ihy  of 
the  company  of  thofe  who  fought  only  their 
deftrudion. 

The  colony  confifted  of  nineteen  men,  five 
women,  and  three  children ;  and  Monf  Bou- 
gainville having  fixed  on  the  fpot  for  their  re-  . 
fidence,  they  loft  no  time  in  ereding  huts, 
which  they  covered  with  rulhes,  to  proted  them 
from  the  inclemency  of  the  weather.  They 
likew'ife  built  a  magazine,  and  ereded  a  fmall 
fort,  in  the  center  of  which  they  raifed  an  obe- 
iifk,  under  which  they  had  placed  feveral 
pieces  of  money,  and  a  medal,  on  one  fide  of 
which  was  the  head  of  the  French  king,  \mh 
the  following  motro  ;  T'ii?i  ferviat  ultima  thule  ; 
and  on  the  other  fide  of  the  medal  was  an  in- 
I  fcription, 
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fcription,  of  which  the  following  is  a  tranfla- 
tion. —  "  Settlement  of  the  Ifles  Malouines, 
"  fituated  in  51  degrees  30  minutes  of  fouth 
"  latitude,  60  degrees  50  minutes  weft  longi- 
**  tude,  from  the  meridian  of  Paris,  by  the 
*'  Eaole  frigate.  Captain  P.  Duclos  Guyot, 
»*  Captain  of  a  fire-lhip,  and  the  Sphinx  (loop  ; 
"  Captain  F.  Chenard  de  la  Giraudais,  Lieute- 
"  nant  of  a  frigate,  equipped  by  Louis  An- 
*'  toine  de  Bougainville,  Colonel  of  infantry, 
"  Captain  of  a  lliip,  chief  of  the  expedition) 
**  G.  de  Kerville,  Captain  of  infantry,  and  P. 
*'  d' Arboulii),  poftmaftcr  general  of  France : 
"  conftrudtion  of  a  fort,  and  an  obelifk,  deco- 
•'  rated  with  a  medallion  of  his  Majefty  Louis 
"  XV.  after  the  plans  of  A.  L'Huillier,  en- 
*'  gineer  and  geographer  of  the  field  and  ar- 
*'  my,  ferving  on  this  expedition  •,  during  the 
"  adminiftration  of  E'.  de  Choifeul,  Duke  of 
«'  Stainville,  in  February  1764." 

Monf.  de  Bougainville  having  promifed  the 
fettlers,  that  he  would  foon  bring  them  more 
companions,  and  give  them  farther  afliftance, 
his  relation,  Monf  de  Nerville,  agreed  to  ftay 
till  his  return  from  France,  as  well  to  be  an 
hoftage  for  the  performance  of  de  Bougain- 
ville's promife,  as  to  encourage  the  young  co- 
lonifts,  by  participating  in  every  hardlliip  and 
danger  to  whic^  they  might  be  expofed,  in  a 
ftation  fo  far  removed  from  all  communication 
with  the  reft  of  mankind.     In  return  for  Monf. 

de 
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de  Nerville*s  kind  compliance  with  the  willi  of 
the  fettlers,  he  was  to  be  confidered  as  their 
Governor. 

On  the  8th  of  April  1764,  Monf.  Bougain- 
ville weighed  his  anchor,  and  failed  for  Eu- 
rope, having  firil  taken  polTeffion  of  the  iflands, 
in  the  name,  and  for  the  ufc  of  his  moft  Chrif- 
tian  Majefty. 

In  the  month  of  January  1765,  Monf.  Bou^ 
gainviile  again  vifited  Falkland's  Iflands,  where 
he  found  the  fettlers  in  good  health,  and  pleafed 
with  their  fituation.  After  he  had  debarked 
the  ftores  which  he  had  brought  for  their  ufe, 
he  failed  to  the  Streights  of  Magellan,  where  he 
took  in  timber  and  pallifadoes,  and  a  number 
of  young  trees  for  planting  on  Falkland's 
Iflands ;  which  place  he  again  left  on  the  27th 
of  April,  when  the  whole  number  of  colonifcs 
was  only  twenty-four. 

While  Monfieur  de  Bousiainville  was  on   the 

o 

above  mentioned  expedition  in  the  Streights  of 
Magellan,  he  faw  the  fliips  under  Commodore 
Byron's  command  ;  the  reader  will  recoi- 
led; this  circumftance,  in  the  account  of  Mr, 
Byron's  Voyage,  related  in  thetwenty-firft  p'a^e 
of  the  preceding  volume. 

The  colonifts  on  Falkland's  Iflands  were  en- 
crcafed  to  about  one  hundred  and  fifty,  by  a 
number  of  frefh.  iettlers,  which *failed  from 
France  in  the  Eagle,  in  the  year  1765.  This 
(hip  was  accompanied  by  the   Etoiie  fiore-fliip, 

which 
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which  carried  provifions  to  the  ifland.     By  this 
time  the  Governor,  and  an  officer  who  took  care 
of  the  ftores,  had  good  houfes  built  of  ftone, 
and   the   reft  of  the  colonifts  were  lodged  in 
commodious  huts,  having  walls  compofed  of 
ibds  of  earth.     V^'^ith  the  wood   which  Monf. 
Bougainville  had  brought  from  the  Streights  of 
Magellan,  they  had  built  feveral  fmall  velfels, 
adapted  to  examine  the  coafts  of  the  ifland  j 
and  three  magazines  were  by  this  time  ere6led, 
in  which    to   depofit  the  public   and   private 
ftores  5  feveral  kinds  of  grain  which  had  been 
brought  from  France  grew  very  well,  and  pro- 
mifed  a  fufficient  encreafe  j  and  fome   train-oil 
had  been  made,  and  feals-fkins  turned,  by  the 
fcttlers,  with  which  the  Eagle  was  loaded,  and 
returned  to  France. 

In  the  year  1766,  when  an  Englilh  colony 
had  fettled  at  Port  Egmont,  Captain  Macbride> 
of  the  Jafon  frigate,  vifited  the  French  fettle- 
mcnt,  and,  to  ufe  Monf.  Bougainville's  own 
words,  "  pretended  that  thofe  parts  belonged 
"  to  his  Britannic  Majefty,  threatened  to  land 
"  by  force,  if  he  (hould  be  any  longer  denied 
*'  that  liberty,  vifited  the  Governor,  and  failed 
''  away  again  the  fame  day." 

The  above,  according  to  Bougainville's  ac- 
count, was  the  ftateof  Falkland's  iflands,  when 
the  French  furrendered  them  to  Spain  ;  and  he 
pretends,  that  the  prior  claim  of  Spain  was  con- 
firmed by  fuch  furrender  of  thofe  who  had  made 

the 
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the  firft  fetdement :  and  perhaps  there  might 
be  Tome  force  in  this  reckoning,  if  the  prior 
.claim  of  Spain  was  founded  in  juftice,  and 
warranted  by  the  laws  which  have  hitherto  di- 
rected the  difcoverers  of  unknown  countries. 
An  Englifl:iman,  however,  will  be  glad  to  fee 
this  argument  flated  in  its  proper  light,  by 
which  it  will  appear,  that  the  right  to  the  pof- 
feffion  of  theie  iflands,  is  undoubtedly  veiled 
in  the  Crown  of  thefe  realms. 

The  plain  fuate  of  fafls,  then,  is  as  follows : 
as  early  as  the  voyage  under  Sir  Thomas  Ca- 
vendilh,  in  the  year  1592,  Captain  Davis  had 
fight  of  thefe  iflands  :  they  were  feen  a  fecond 
time,  in  1594,  as  before-mentioned  by  Sir  Ri- 
chard Hawkins,  who  gave  them  the  name  of 
Hawkins's  Maiden  Land  :  the  third  perfon  who 
faw  them  was  the  Dutch  voyager  Sebald  de 
Waert,  who  called  them  Sebald's  Ifies,  and 
under  this  name  they  are  laid  down  in  the 
Dutch  charts.  In  the  year  1683  they  were  ksn 
by  Dampier,  and,  in  1689,  by  Strong,  who 
gave  them  their  prefent  Englifti  name  of  Falk- 
land Iflands,  which  Dr.  Hailey,  the  celebrated 
af!:ronomer,  adopting,  they  are  now  fo  called  in 
all  the  maps  and  charts  of  this  country.  Dur- 
ing the  reign  of  W'illiam  and  Mary,  the  Eng- 
liQi  privateers  often  faw  thefe  iQands,  whereas, 
according  to  Monf.  Bougainville's  own  account, 
the  firft  Frenchman  who  ever  faw  them  wa& 
Gouin,  no  longer  ago  than  the  year  1700. 
T  From 
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From  this  ftate  of  the  evidence  it  does  not  ap- 
pear, that  the  Spaniards  vifited  them  at  all,  and 
that  the  French  .  were  the  laft  vifitors ;  yet 
would  Monf.  Bougainville  have  his  readers  be- 
lieve, that  the  Spaniards  have  the  prior  claim 
to  their  pofleffion,  and  that  this  claim  has  been 
ratified  by  the  French ! — This  reafoning  may 
found  admirably  well  in  the  ears  of  the  flaves 
of  two  arbitrary  monarchs,  but  will  be  equally 
ridiculed  and  contemned  by  every  fenfible  fub- 
ject  of  our  happier,  becaufe  limited,  monarchy. 
Monfieur  Bougainville  now  proceeds  to  give 
an  account  of  the  natural  hillory  of,  and  other 
particulars  refpecling,  Falkland's  Ifiands,  which, 
he  fays,  are  the  refult  of  the  observations  of 
his  kinfman,  Monf.  de  Nerville,  who  refided 
at  the  fettiement  three  years.  The  pidure  our 
ingenious  voyager  gives  of  the  firit  appearance 
of  the  iilands  is  very  ftriking,  and  his  argu- 
ments for  and  againft  fettling  them  are  very 
conclufive.  On  their  firft  arrival  not  an  objed; 
flruck  their  view,  except  the  commodioufnefs 
of  the  port  in  which  the  fhip  lay,  which  could 
tempt  them  to  take  up  their  refidence  on  i'o  in- 
hofpitable  a  Ihore.  The  land  was  in  many 
places  broke  in  upon  by  the  fea  -,  the  mountains, 
unclothed  with  wood,  had  the  moft  barren  ap- 
pearance -,  the  fields  looked  dreary  for  want  of 
houles  and  inhabitants ;  an  univerlal  filence 
reigned,  except  when  the  howling  of  lomc 
fea-monlter  dillurbed  the  folemn  itillnefs  5  while 

a  dull 
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a  dull  and  gloomy  famenefs  of  appearance  added 
horror  to  the  whole  pi6lure. 

Difcoiiraging  as  this  icene  appeared,  our  ad- 
venturers knew  that  all  would  yield  to  time  and 
diligence,  and  that  the  labour  of  the  induftri- 
ous  would  not  go  unrequited  :  indeed  fome  con- 
Iblation  arofe  in  their  breads,  on  viewing  the 
place  in  a  more  favourable  light.  The  climate 
had  that  kind  of  temperature  hkcly  to  afford 
health,  ftrength,  and  long  life,  and  was  there- 
fore preferable  to  the  noxious  air  of  thofe  re- 
gions where  the  fickening  inhabitant  faints  un- 
der the  fcorching  heat  of  the  vertical  fun :  the 
ifland  produced  a  number  of  plants,  admirable 
in  the  cure  of  the  fcurvy,  and  other  diforders 
incident  to  the  failor's  life.  The  fifh  and  the 
birds  were  moll  exquifitely  delicious,  and  there 
were  amphibious  animals  in  immenfc  numbers, 
while  there  were  none  of  the  fierce  or  the  poi- 
fonous  kind.  Cafcades  and  rivulets  fell  from 
the  mountains,  which  at  the  fame  time  Ihelter- 
ed  the  fiflierman  from  the  violence  of  the  winds, 
fo  that  he  could  fport  or  labour  in  the  fpacious 
bay,  in  perfed;  fecurity  :  meadows  of  an  im- 
menfe  extent  promifed  condant  paflurage  for 
any  number  of  flocks  and  herds,  which  might 
feed  at  pleafure,  undifturbed  by  any  tyrant  lord 
of  the  foil,  Thefe  various  advantages,  in  the 
opinion  of  our  adventurers,  were  fufficient  to 
recompence  them  for  the  dangers  and  fatigue 
T  2  of 
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of  the  voyage,  and  a  pledge  for  the  full  reward 
of  their  future  labours. 

The  fituation  of  Falkland's  Iflands  is  betv/een 
fifty-one  and  fifty-two  degrees  and  a  half  of 
fouth  latitude,  and  fixty-five  degrees  and  a  half 
of  weit  longitude  from  Paris.  From  the  en- 
trance of  the  Streights  of  Magellan,  and  from 
the  coail  of  Patagonia,  their  diftance  is  about 
250  miles. 

The  harbours  are  large,  and  well  defended 
by  fmall  iflands  mod  happily  difpofed  -,  and 
even  the  fmallefl:  velTels  may  ride  in  fafety  in 
the  creeks :  while  frelh  water  is  eafiiy  to  be 
obtained,  as  the  fmall  rivers  which  defcend 
from  the  mountains  difcharge  themfelves  into 
the  fea.  The  tides  do  not  rife  and  fall  at  any 
ftated  times,  but  depend  on  the  force  with 
which  the  wind  agitates  the  waves  of  the  feai 
it  v>?as,  however,  obferved,  that  jult  before  high 
^ater,  the  fea  rifes  and  fubfides,  with  a  quick 
modon,  three  times  within  the  fpacc  of  fifteen 
minutes  •,  and  that  at  the  full  of  the  moon^ 
and  during  the  equinoxes  and  folftices,  this  mo- 
tion is  much  greater  than  at  any  other  time. 

Thofe  winds  that  blow  from  between  the 
fuuh  and  v/eft,  and  the  north  and  weft  points, 
prevail  more  than  others ;  but  in  general  the 
winds  vary  as  in  moft  other  countries.  Infum- 
mer  time  the  winds  ufup.lly  blow  from  fome 
point  between  the  north-weft  and  fouth-weft. 
It  is  remarkable,  that  thcfe  winds  rife  with  the 
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ri{in<y  fun,  encreafe  in  force  as  the  fun  advances 
to  the  meridian,  blow  moll  violently  juft  at 
noon,  decreafe  again  with  the  declining  lun, 
and  totally  ceafe  about  the  time  of  its  fetting. 
The  tides  alio  frequently  add  to  the  violence  of 
thefe  winds,  and  not  unfrequently  change  their 
direfliOn. 

The  blowing;  of  the  winds  in  winter  is  acer-^ 
tain  indication  of  the  weather.  If  they  come 
from  the  fouch-eaft,  they  are  not  fo  violent  as 
the  fummer  winds  from  the  fame  quarter  j  but 
they  are  accompanied  with  flight  fogs.  When 
they  blow  between  the  fduth  and  weft  points, 
hoar  froft,  hail  and  fnow,  are  the  certain  con- 
fequences ;  and  the  weather  is  wet  and  foggy, 
when  they  come  from  the  points  between  the 
north  and  the  weft.  The  fnow  which  comes 
with  the  fouth  and  weft  winds  i«  but  fmall  in 
quantity,  and  commonly  difappears  from  the 
ground  in  a  day  or  two,  except  what  lodges  on 
the  fummits  of  the  high  mountains,  where  it 
will  remain  about  two  months.  The  running 
ilreams  are  never  frozen,  and  the  lakes  and 
ftagnate  pools  have  feldom  been  covered  with 
ice  ftrong  enough  to  bear  the  weight  of  a  man 
two  days  together.  In  the  fpring  and  autumn 
there  are  flight  hoar  frofts,  which  being  chang- 
ed to  a  kind  of  dew  by  the  warmth  of  the  fun, 
are  rather  nutrimental  than  prejudicial  to  the 
vegetable  produflions.  There  is  feldom  any 
thunder  or  lightning,  nor  is  the  climate  hot  or 

cold 
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cold  in  any  extraordinary  degree.     Throughout 
the  year  the  nights  are,  in  general,  flar-light, 
ferene,    and  fair;    and,  upon  the   whole,  the 
climate  is  very  favourable  to  the  conftitution. 

The  frefh  water  of  thefe  iflands  is  extremely 
good,  and  in  great  plenty :  the  beds  of  fome  of 
the  rivers  are  a  kind  of  tuft,  which  gives  a  yel- 
lowifh  caft  to  the  water,  yet  does  not  affedt  its 
tafte;  but  the  bottom  of  moll  of  the  rivers  is 
cither  fand  or  gravel.  / 

The  depth  of  the  foil  in  the  vallies  is  more 
than  fufHcient  for  the  purpofes  of  plowing  ;  but, 
before  our  adventurers  could  proceed  to  cultiva- 
tion, they  were  obliged  to  extra6t  the  roots  of 
plants,  which  every  where  interfered  and  choak- 
ed  up  the  ground  for  near  a  foot  deep :  thefe 
roots  they  dried  and  burnt,  and  they  then  made 
a  rich  manure  for  the  ground  from  which  they 
had  been  cleared.  Under  the  firft  land  is  a 
layer  of  black  earth,  ten  inches  or  more  in 
depth  ;  under  that  again  a  yellow  foil,  beneath 
which  are  ftones  and  flate  ;  but  thefe  ftones  are 
not  found  on  the  little  adjacent  iQands.  The 
fea-coaft  is,  in  moft  places,  compofed  of  ftones, 
which  are  very  fit  for  the  purpofes  of  building ; 
and  there  are  beds  of  a  hard  fine  grained  ftone, 
in  feveral  fpots  on  the  ifland-,  likewife  another 
kind  of  ftones,  in  which  are  particles  of  talc. 
Our  fettlers  found  a  kind  of  ftone  which  fplit 
in  pieces  eafily,  and  with  which  they  made 
grind-ftones,  to  give  an  edge  to  their  inftru- 
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ments.  In  the  quarries  they  met  with  a  ftone 
of  a  yellowifh  hue,  which,  when  firft  taken  out, 
"was  fo  foft  as  to  be  cut  with  a  knife  -,  but  it 
foon  grew  hard  when  expofed  to  the  open  air. 
The  ifland  hkewife  yeilded  earth  fit  for  making 
bricks  and  potters-ware,  and  plenty  of  fand 
and  clay. 

In  many  parts  of  the  country  there  aremarfhy 
places,  which  produce  a  fort  of  ruflies  with 
iliarp  points,  the  remains  of  the  roots  of  which 
being  continually  wafting,  form  the  turf  that 
was  ufed  for  firing,  which  burnt  exceeding 
well,  and  had  nothing  ofFenfive  in  its  fmell. 

A  plant  of  the  gramen  kind  grows  on  a  ftalk 
which  has  a  Iweetifh  flavour,  and  is  extremely 
nutrimentalfor  cattle,  who  like  it  better  than  any 
other  kind  of  pafturage.  This  plant  fiourifhes 
on  the  fea-coafts,  and  on  the  little  ifles,  where 
it  bends  till  the  ftalks  unite,  forming  a  kind  of 
harbour,  to  which  the  fea-lions  and  the  feals  oc- 
cafionally  retreat.  Our  adventurers,  in  fcveral 
excurfions,  found  thefe  natural  built  houfes,  a 
very  agreeable  defence  againft  the  inclemency 
of  the  weather,  and  the  more  fo,  as  the  dry 
leaves  which  had  fallen  off  formed  a  bed,  by  no 
means  to  be  defpifed. 

The  above-mentioned  plant  is  the  largeft 
that  grows  on  the  ifland,  which  likewife  pro- 
duces many  fhrubs  that  v/ere  very  ufeful  in 
heating  evens,  and  other  purpofes  of  firing. 
A  kind  of  heath,  which  grows  in  great  plenty, 
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bears  a  red  fruit,  which  is  eaten  by  the  fowls 
and  birds. 

A  plant  was  difcovered  which  refembles  a 
ihrub,  but  having  been  tafted,  it  was  thought 
fit  for  the  brewing  of  beer  :  happily  our  colo- 
nifts  were  fupplied  with  malt  and  molafifes,  to 
Njvhich  they  added  the  beer-plant,  and  were  en- 
abled at  all  times  to  brew  a  very  whoklbme 
kind  of  fpruce  beer,  which  v.'as  an  admirable 
fpecific  for  the  fcurvy.  This  plant  was  iikewife 
infulcd  in  water,  in  which  thofe  who  had  con- 
tracted any  illncfs,  while  out  at  fea,  bathed 
themfelves,  and  it  was  found  to  be  a  6ne  refto- 
rative :  when  prelTed,  it  yeilded  a  mealy  fub- 
ftance,  of  a  fragrant  fmell,  and  a  glutinous  na- 
ture :  the  leaves  of  this  plant  are  fmall,  of  a 
clear  bright  green,  and  dentated. 

Other  vegetables  in  abundance  were  found, 
which  were  ufed  as  antifcorbutics  •,  particularly 
water-crefles,  forrel,  wild  parfley,  a  kind  of 
maiden-hair,  and  a  fpecies  of  celery. 

But  the  moft  extraordinary  vegetable  pro- 
du(5lion  of  Falkland's  Iflands,  is  a  kind  of  re- 
fmous  gum-plant,  of  which  we  fliali  fpeak 
more  particularly,  as  it  is  wholly  unknown  in 
thefe  parts  of  the  globe.  Though  this  is  called 
a  plant,  it  is  without  leaves,  branches,  or  any 
apparent  ftalk  -,  and,  except  in  colour,  which  is 
that  of  a  bright  green,  it  more  relcmbles  a  lump 
of  earth  rifing  from  the  common  furfaice  of  the 
ground.     It  does  not  grow  to  the  height  of 
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more  than  eighteen  inches,  and   its  breadth  ia 
different  plants  is  from  two  feet  to  two  yards 
and  upwards :  the  fmaller  plants  have  the  form 
of  an  hemifphere,  and   their  circumference  is 
regular ;  but  when  they  come  to  the  full  fize, 
they  terminate  in  irregular  bunches  and  hollows : 
there  are  drops  of  a  tough   yellow  matter,  as 
big  as  a  pea,  on  different  parts  of  its  furface, 
which   fmell  like  turpentine.     Monf.  Bougain- 
ville having  cut  this  plant  clofe  to  the  ground, 
found  that  it  arofe   from   a  ftalk,  from  which 
grev/   an  immenfe  number   of  (boots,  confift- 
ing   of    leaves   rcfembling    flats,    laying   one 
within  the  other.     The  outfides  of  thefe  (hoots, 
which  are  ejfpofed  to  the  air,  are  green,  and  the 
irrfides  white :  they  contain  a  vifcid  milky  juice, 
which  is  iikewife  found  in  the  roots   and  the 
ftalk.     The  roots  extending  horizontally,  fre- 
quently produce  frefn   (hoots   at  a  diftance,  fo 
that  there  is  no  inftance  of  one  of  thefe  plants 
being  found  alone.     The  refm  of  this   plant 
was  found  to  be  a  good  medicine  for  the  cure 
of   flight   wounds;    but   this  refm   was   often 
Walhed  away  by  the  rains,  or  wafted  by  the  in- 
fluence of  the  air  -,  yet,  however  contradidlory 
it  may  appear,  it  would  not  diffolve  except  in 
fpirits :  fome  of  the  feeds  were  brought  to  Eu- 
rope^ in  order  to  attempt  the  cultivation  of  fo 
fingular  a  curiofity  in  the  vegetable  world. 

The  ifland  on  which  our  colonifts  had  taken 
up  their  refidence  is  divided  from  eaft  to  weft 
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by  a  chain  of  hills,  to  the  fouth  of  which  they 
found  'another  plant,  not  unlike  the  refinous 
gum-plant,  which,  however,  did  not  yield  any 
refin,  but  produced  beautiful  yellow  flowers  ^ 
neither  was  it  of  fo  firm  a  texture,  nor  was  its 
tureen  of  the  fame  fhade  j  yet,  in  other  refpe6ls» 
the  refemblance  was  very  ftrong.  On  the  hills 
was  found  a  fpecics  of  Maiden-hair,  which 
o-rew  to  a  great  heipht,  and  the  leaves  of  it  were 
fhaped  like  the  blade  of  a  fword.  The  hills  like- 
wife  abounded  with  variouskindsof  plants,  which 
had  the  appearance  of  holding  a  middle  fta- 
tion  between  fiones  and  vegetables.  It  was  ap- 
prehended, that  thefe  might  have  been  fuccefs- 
fully  ufed  in  dying,  and  our  colonifls  propofed 
to  have  made  the  experiment  if  they  had  re- 
mained longer  on  the  idand. 

The  place  produces  flowers  in  a  confiderable 
variety,  but  only  one  of  them  has  any  fmell, 
which  is  like  that  of  a  tuberofe;  this  flower  is 
perfectly  white.  A  true  violet  was  feen, 
which  was  of  a  regular  light  yellow  colour. 

A  fruit  was  found,  of  the  fize  of  a  pea, 
which  received  the  name  of  the  lucet,  from 
its  refemblance  to  the  North  American  fruit  of 
that  name :  its  colour  is  white,  but  the  fide 
which  is  expofed  to  the  fun  changes  to  a  red  : 
il  has  the  fmell  of  orange  bloflbms,  and  a  very 
agreeable  flavour:  its  branches,  which  creep 
along  the  ground,  produce  leaves  of  dark 
green,  which  are  round  and  fliining,  and  thefe 
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leaves  infufed  into  milk  give  it  a  delicious  talle  : 
the  flowers  grow  in  large  numbers  on  the  bor- 
ders of  lakes,  and  the  plant  delights  in  a  moift 
foil.  Befides  the  lucet  only  one  other  fruit  was 
found,  which  grows  on  long  branches,  in  the 
fame  manner  as  the  Itrawberry,  but  it  has  the 
appearance  of  a  mulberry,  which  name  it  re- 
ceived, and  its  leaves  are  like  thofe  of  the 
hornbeam. 

Our  colonifts  found  but  few  fea-plants  which 
they  could  apply  to  any  ufc  -,  but  all  the  coaft: 
of  the  harbour  was  lined  with  fea-weeds,  which 
were  ferviceable  in  breaking  the  force  of  the 
waves  in  itormy  weather.  Many  kinds  of  co- 
ralines,  of  various  beautiful  colours,  and  a 
great  number  of  curious  lliells  and  fpunges 
were  waflied  on  fiiore  by  the  force  of  the  tides* 
Among  the  fliells  were  the  fmooth  and  flriated 
mufcle,  fcallops,  whelks,  and  a  bivalve  fhell, 
of  a  very  lingular  kind,  named  la  Pouktte. 

Sea  lions  and  feals  are  the  only  amphibious 
animals  found  in  thefe  parts  j  but  there  arc 
great  varieties  of  fifh  on  the  coafts,  fcarce  any 
of  which  are  known  in  Europe.  It  fometimes 
happens  that  the  whales,  getting  too  near  the 
fhore,  are  ftranded  in  the  bays,  where  their  re- 
mains have  been  feen.  Bones  of  great  mag- 
nitude have  been  found  far  up  the  country, 
•where  the  force  of  the  waters  could  not  have 
conveyed  them,  which  Monf.  Bougainville 
U  2  deems 


148     M.  DE  BOUGAINVILLE'S  Voyage 
deems  a  proof  that  the  foil  is  encreafed,  or  the 
fea  diminilhed. 

The   only  quadruped  found  on  Falkland's 
ifland  is  of  a  fpecics  between  the  fox  and  the 
w.olf,  and  our  author  therefore  calls  him  the 
wolf- fox:  the  tail  of  this  animal  is  more  bufliy 
than  that  of  the  wolf,  and  he  lives  in  a  kennel 
which  he  digs  in  the  ground,  on  the  downs  by 
the  fea- fide.    At  one  time  of  the  year  the  wolf- 
fox  is  fo  lean  as  to  appear  almoft  ftarved,  from 
whence  it  is  imagined  that  he  fads  for  a  confide- 
table  time  :  he  is  about  as  large  as  a  (lieep  dog, 
and  barks  very  much  like  one,  only  that  his  yelp 
is  not  fo  loud.     Pie  fubfifts  principally  on  wild 
fowl,  in  fearch  of  which  he  travels  in  fuch  a 
dired  line  from  one  day  to  another,  that  when 
our  adventurers  firft  beheld  his  track,  they  ima- 
o-ined  that  the  ifland  was  inhabited,  and  that  the 
natives  had  made  the  path.     Monf  Bougain- 
ville makes  it  a  matter   of  wonder   how  the 
wolf- fox    can    have    been  conveyed    to   thcfe 
iflands,  without  confidering,  that  land-animals 
having  got  on  large  pieces  of  ice,  which  being 
broken  by  the  fea,  they  have  frequently  been 
conveyed  to  places  very  remote  from  thofe  of 
their  firft  refidence.     The  circumftance  of  ice 
fo  broken  from  the  Ihore  is  not  uncommon  on 
the  coaft  of  Greenland, 

Thefe  iQands  and  their  coafts  produce  land 
and  water-fowls  in  incredible  numbers,  many 
of  which  are  the  prey  of  falcons,  hawks,  ea- 
gles 
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^ks  and  owls ;  while  the  eggs  and  the  young 
birds  are  dedroyed-  by  the  wolf- fox.  —The  fmai- 
ier  fifn  are  dedroyed  by  the  whales,  the  am- 
phibious animals,  and  the  voracious  birds, 
Ibme  of  which  are  conftantly  flying  clofe  over 
the  furface  of  the  waters,  while  others  perch 
themfelves  on  the  rocks  to  watch  the  event. 

Monf.  Bougainville  now  proceeds  to  a  de- 
fcription  of  ftich  birds  as  were  found  on  the 
iflands,  which  could  be  applied  to  any  kind  of 
ufe;  omittirig  thofc  that  could  not  be  rendered 
lerviceable  to  the  colonifls. 

The  fwan  is  pcrfedlly  white,  except  its  feet 
and  its  neck,  the  former  of  which  are  of  a 
fleHi'ColGur,  and  the  latter  as  black  as  jet. 

Of  wild  geefe  there  are  foUr  kinds,  only  one 
of  which  feeds   on  dry  ground.     It  has  very 
high  legs,  and  a  neck  of  great  length  :  its  flight 
is   much  more  free  than  that  of  the  Englifh 
goofe ;  it  walks  with  equal  eafe,  and  does  not 
cackle  like  the  common  goofe.     The  feathers 
of  the  male  are   white  except   on  the  wings, 
which  have  a  mixture  of  afli-colour  and  black: 
the  wings  of  the  female  are  of  various  colours  ; 
and  its  body  is  yellow.     It  feldom  lays  more 
than   fix  eggs.     The  flavour  of  thefe  birds  is 
agreeable,  and  they  were  found  to  be  very  nu- 
tritious:  exclufive  of  thofe  which   are  hatched 
on  the  ifland,  large  flocks  fly  thither  with  a 
wederly  wind  which  blows  in  the  autumn,  fo 
that  they  were  generally  to  be  taken  in  great 
I  abun- 


ISO    M.  DE  BOUGAINVILLE'S  Voyage 

abundance,  and  formed  a  principal  part  of  the 
fubfiftence  of  the  fettlers.  Thofe  which  came 
in  the  autumn  were  eafily  known  from  thofe 
refident  on  the  ifland,  by  their  not  being  fhy. 

The  other  three  kinds  are  of  various  colours  ; 
yellow,  white,  black,  and  afh-colour;  they 
are  not  by  far  fo  beautiful  as  thofe  above  de- 
fcribed  :  and  as  they  live  entirely  on  fifh,  their 
flelh  acquires  a  difagreeable  tafte ;  one  of  thefe 
three  fpecies  feldom  rifes  from  the  furface  of 
the  water,  and  is  almoft  conftantly  making  a 
very  difagreeable  noife.  A  foft  thick  down, 
either  grey  or  white,  grows  under  the  feathers 
of  all  thefe  geefe,  as  it  does  likewife  under  thofe 
of  the  fwan. 

The  rivers  and  ponds  of  Falkland's  iflands 
abound  in  teals  of  two  fpecies,  and  two  of  wild 
ducks :  of  the  latter  fome  are  perfectly  white, 
and  others  totally  black,  but  in  other  refpefts 
they  refemble  thofe  of  England  and  France. 
Thefe  birds  are  all  exquifite  fine  food,  and  to 
be  procured  in  any  numbers.  One  kind  of  the 
teal  is  very  fmall ;  but  the  other  is  as  large  as 
the  duck,  and  its  bill  is  blue.  The  bellies  of 
fome  of  them  are  alio  covered  with  feathers 
ot  a  flefli-colour. 

The  ifland  produces  a  bird  which  Monf. 
Bougainville  calls  the.  Diver,  but,  from  the 
defcription  he  gives  of  it,  it  is  conjectured  to 
be  the  Grebe,  which  abounds  on  the  lake  of 
Geneva,  and  of  the  Ikin  of  which  the  molt 
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elegant  muffs  and  tippets  are  made.     Of  thefc 
Divers  there  are  two  kinds,  of  which  the  moll 
plentiful    has   brown  feathers,    with  no  other 
variation  than  that  the  feathers  on  the  belly  are 
of  a  fomewhat  lighter  colour  than  thofe  on  the 
back.     The  belly  of  the  other  kind  is  white, 
and  the   back  grey  ;  and  the  feathers  on   the 
belly  are  very  thick,  fhining  and  foft.     The 
eyes  of  thefe  birds  are  as  bright  as  rubies,  and 
are  encircled   with   a  ring   of  white   feathers. 
The  female  hatches  only  two  young  birds  at  a 
time,  which  Ihe  carries  on  her  back,  not  fub- 
jeding  them  to  the  coldnefs  of  the  water,  till 
feathers   have  taken  place  of  the  down  with 
which  they  are  hatched.     The  toes  of  this  bird 
are  thin,    and  of  a  green    colour,  and   beino- 
round  towards  the  claw,  they  are  not  unlike 
the  leaves  of  fome  plants :   their  feet  are  not 
webbed,  as  is  common  among  water-fowl,  but 
their  toes  are  feparate,   having  a  ftrong  mem- 
brane on  each  fide. 

The  colonifts  gave  the  name  of  Saw-bills  to 
two  kinds  of  birds  which  bore  a  o;reat  fimilitudc 
to  each  other,  the  chief  difference  confiding 
in  their  fize,  and  in  the  bellies  of  moll  of  them 
being  white,  while  a  few  were  obferved  to  have 
brown  feathers  on  the  belly  :  the  feathers  on 
the  reft  of  the  body  are  of  a  dark  blue,  as  fofc 
as  filk,  and  grov/  very  dole  together.  Their 
feet  are  webbed  and  fit:lh  coloi:red,  and  their 
fcills  pointed:  they  lay  their  eggs  on  the  rocks, 

Vt/hc:rs 
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where  great  numbers  of  them  hve  together; 
and  they  fubfift  on  fifh,  thoufands  of  which 
they  deftroy.  Our  fettlers  not  only  ate  the 
eggs  of  thefe  birds,  but  frequently  killed  many 
fcores  of  them  at  a  time,  and  their  flefli  was 
found  to  be  excellent  food.  They  had  fo  little 
apprehenfion  of  being  catched,  that  ic  was  an 
^  eafy  matter  to  knock  them  down  with  a  ftick, 
and  in  this  manner  they  were  ufually  taken. 
A  bird  called  by  the  Spaniards  ^ehrantahu' 
effbsy  which  meafures  more  than  t7/o  yards  from 
the  extre^Tkity  of  its  wings,  deftroys  the  faw- 
bills.  This  bird  of  prey  has  a  long  bill,  with 
two  hollow  tubes  of  the  fame  kind  of  fubftance 
as  the  bill,  and  its  feet  are  webbed :  fonie  of 
the  feamen  called  this  bird  the  Albatrofs,  but 
it  differs  confiderably  from  the  common  bird 
of  that  name,  nor  is  it  an  eafy  matter  to  deter- 
mine precilely  on  its  fpecies,  from  the  imper- 
fed   account    which   Monf.   Bougainville   has_ 


given  ot  it. 


Gulls,  mews,  and  terns,  of  different  beau- 
tiful plumage,  ferved  to  direft  our  colonifls 
what  was  the  proper  time  for  taking  of  pil- 
chards. Thefe  birds,  flying  in  large  fiocks  over 
the  furface  of  the  water,  dart  on  the  pilchard 
and  fwallow  it ;  prefently  they  catch  another  of 
thefe  fifh,  and  then  they  difgorge  t!:c  one  which 
had  been  previoufly  fwallowcd,  and  fo  on. 
When  the  pilchards  are  not  in  Icafon,  they  feed 
on  various  other  forts  of  fmall  fifli.     The  eggs 

of 
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of  thefe  birds  were  found  in  great  abundance 
upon  the  leaves  of  a  plant,  on  the  borders  of 
the  marlhes,  and  they  proved  to  be  very  good 
eating. 

Three  kinds  of  penguins  breed  on  the  ifland, 
one  of  thefe  is  a  remarkably  grand  and  elegant 
bird,  the  belly  of  which  is  a  clear  white,  the 
back  a  kind  of  blue,  and  it  has  a  ruff  round  its 
neck  near  the  head,  of  a  bright  yellow,  which 
defcending  towards  the  belly,  feparates  the 
white  feathers  from  the  blue  ones ;  thefe  birds 
do  not  live  together  in  numbers,  but  feek  the 
moft  quiet  and  retired  places  of  abode.  One 
of  them  being  caught,  with  an  intention  of 
being  brought  to  France,  foon  grew  fo  tame, 
that  it  followed  the  perfon  who  fed  it ;  its  food 
was  bread,  fifh  and  flelh  ;  but  there  was  fome- 
thing  more  wanting  for  its  fuftenance,  for  it 
gradually  loft  its  fatnels  till  it  died.  The  fe- 
cond  kind  of  penguin  anfwers  to  the  defcrip- 
tion  of  that  bi-rd  in  Anfon's  vovage*.  The 
third  kind  of  penguins  lay  their  eggs  among 
the  high  cliffs  of  the  rocks,  where  they  refide 
together  in  immenfs  numbers,  never  feeking 
that  folitude  of  which  the  iirft  kind  are  fo  fond. 
^TThey  are  much  fmaller  than  the  others,  and 
*^ere  named  hopping  penguins,  from  their 
method  of  moving,  which  is  very  much  like 

*  This  defcription  v^ill,  of  courfe,  be  found  when 
we  come  to  give  an  account  of  that  voyage. 

X  hopping* 
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hopping;  they  have  gold-coloured  feathcrt^ 
which  form  a  kind  of  eye-brows,  and  a  tuft 
of  the  fame  colour,  which  they  raife  when  they 
are  difpleafed.  This  bird  has  a  very  chearfal 
look,  and  its  general  colour  is  a  deep  yellow. 

At  different  times,  but  not  frequently,  three 
kinds  of  petrels  were  feen  by  our  adventurers. 
Thefe  birds  build  their  nefts  on  the  fea-coafts, 
where  their  young  were  fometimes  found,  co- 
vered with  down.  One  fort  of  them  is  quite 
white,  their  bills  red,  and  not  unlike  a  pigeon  -, 
a  fecond  fort  is  larger,  and  the  third  fmaller 
than  the  pigeon ;  and  thefe  two  forts  have  white 
feathers  on  the  belly,  while  every  other  part  of 
the  body  is  black. 

Eagles  were  alfo  feen  of  three  different  fpe- 
cies,  two  of  which  are  black,  with  white  and 
yellow  feet,  and  the  other  is  of  a  dull  white : 
all  thefe  fubfifl  on  fnipes,  and  other  fmall  birds, 
which  they  feize  every  opportunity  to  dellroy. 

Egrets,  a  fpecies  of  the  heron,  were  fre* 
quently  feen  on  the  ifland :  they  make  a  difa- 
greeable  noife,  not  much  unlike  the  barking  of 
a  little  dog  ;  and  they  never  take  any  food  till 
towards  the  evening. 

Two  kinds  of  the  thrufh  came  regularly  to 
the  ifland  in  the  autumnal  months,  one  of 
which  was  of  the  fame  colour  as  the  Euro- 
pean thrufh ;  and  the  other  yellow,  except  on 
the  belly,  which  was  fpotted  with  black. 
There  was  a  third  kind  of  thruih,  which  lived 
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on  the  ifland  throughout  the  year,  the  feathers 
on  the  belly  of  which  are  of  a  bright  red  :  this 
was  called  the  Red-bird,  and  though  Monf. 
Bougainville  ranks  it  among  the  thrulhes,  it  is 
probably  no  other  than  the  red-breafl  of  A; 
merica. 

A  bird  which  they  called  the  Sea-pie,  was 
conftantly  feen  on  the  coafts,  the  feet  gf  which 
were  white,  the  bill  red,  and  the  feathers  black 
and  white.  This  bird  whittles  a  kind  of  note," 
which  the  colonifts  found  it  eafy  to  imitate, 
and  by  that  means  they  came  near  enough  to 
catch  them  without  much  trouble  :  they  fubfifl: 
on  fhrimps,  which  they  pick  up  after  the  ebb- 
ing of  the  tide. — Such  is  Monf.  Bougainville's 
defcription  of  the  fea-pie  ;  but  if  it  be  the  true 
bird  of  that  kind,  oyfters  form  a  part  of  its 
fubfiftence  ;  for  when  the  tide  is  out,  thefe  fifh 
are  left  on  the  fand,  and  the  fea-pie,  forcing 
open  the  fhell  with  his  bill,  fwallows  the  oyfter ; 
whence  he  is  alfo  called  oyfter- catcher. 

Great  numbers  of  curlews,  the  fame  as  thole 
of  Europe,  were  conftantly  feen  in  the  fum- 
mer;  and  fnipes  of  the  European  kind  were 
found  in  abundance.  It  is  eafy  to  (hoot  thefe 
birds,  as  they  fly  in  a  regular  manner.  At  the 
time  when  they  are  breeding,  they  afcend  to  a 
great  height,  and  having  fungfome  time  in  the 
air,  they  drop  at  once  into  their  nefts,  which 
are  built  on  the  ground,  in  the  open  field, 
where  it  is  moft  free  from  grafs  or  other  hcr- 
X  2  bage. 
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bage,  fo  that  thefe  neils  are  very  eafily  found  i-. 
the  fnipes  are  excellent  food  if  drefied  towards 
the  decline  of  the  year  ♦,  but  in  the  breeding 
feafon  they  are  lean,  and  not  fo  fit  to  eat. 

The  amphibious  animals  of  Falkland's  iflands 
are  feals  and  fea-lions,  which  having  been  be- 
fore-mentioned, and  being  defcribed  in  many 
books  of  voyages,  we  Ihall  only  add,  that  they 
frequently  travel  in  very  numerous  companies 
three  or  four  miles  up  the  country,  to  feaft  on 
the  herbs,  and  repofe  themfelves  in  the  warmth, 
qf  the  fun. 

Of  the  fiih  which  were  found  on  the  coafts  of 
Falkland's  iflands,  one  that  was  taken  in  the 
grealeft  plenty  was  called  the  Mullet,  from  the 
likenefs  it  bears  to  the  European  fifh  of  that 
name:  the  colonifts  dried  many  of  thefe,  which 
were  full  a  yard  in  length :  the  feals  prey  on 
thefe  filh  whenever  they  can  catch  them  ;  bu6, 
by  a  natural  inftind,  they  are  taught  to  avoid 
thefe  voracious  enemies,  by  fheltering  them- 
felves in  holes,  among  flimy  ground,  on  the 
banks  of  the  rivers,  and  in  thefe  places  they 
v/ere  frequently  taken.  A  fiOi  called  the  gra^ 
deaii^  about  twelve  inches  in  length,  was  found 
in  great  abundance;  and  another,  named  the 
fardine,  was  found  only  at  the  commencement 
of  the  winter  feafon.  Some  white  porpoifes 
were  taken  in  the  bays,  when  the  weather  was 
fair,  j'.nd  fome  eels  in  thofe  cavities  of  the 
rock^  which  were  filled  with  water.     A  frefh 

water 
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water  filh  was  found,  about  the  fize  of  a 
trout,  without  fcales,  the  colour  of  which  was 
<rreen.  Many  fmaller  filh  were  catched  with 
the  hook  and  line,  among  them  was  one  fpe- 
cies,  the  head  of  which  rcfembled  that  of  a  pike, 
and  it  had  no  fcales :  a  few  foals  were  found  ; 
and  Monf.  Bougainville  is  of  opinion,  that  a 
greater  number  of  thofe,  and  many  other  differ- 
ent kinds  of  filh,  might  have  been  procured, 
if  there  had  been  hands  fufficient  to  have  con- 
flantly  fpared  a  proper  number  to  attend  the 
fea-fifhery.  The  fhell-fifh  found  at  this  place 
were  mufcles,  a  very  fmall  kind  of  fhrimp,  a 
crab,  the  feet  of  which  were  blue,  and  a  kind 
of  cray-fifh,  or  prawn,  the  colour  of  which  was 
naturally  red,  without  boiling :  but  our  au- 
thor fays,  thefe  were  only  taken  through  curio- 
iity,  as  their  tafle  was  much  inferior  to  thofe 
European  fifh  which  are  nearly  of  the  fame 
fpecies. 

The  above  is  a  faithful  detail  of  the  natural 
hiflory  of  Falkland's  iflands,  as  far  as  it  could 
be  learnt  by  the  French  fettlers,  during  a  refi- 
dence  of  three  years  -,  if  they  had  continued 
longer  in  the  country,  there  is  no  doubt  but 
that  their  difcoveries  would  have  been  greater, 
and  their  account  more  accurate :  from  fuch  as 
it  is,  however,  it  will  probably  be  thought,  by 
the  Englifh  reader,  that  thefe  iflands  are  by  no 
means  fo  barren  and  inhofpitable  a  fpot,  as  our 
jniniflerial  writers  took  the  pains  to  reprefcnt 

(hem. 
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them,  as  foon  as  it  was  known,  that  our  people 
in  power  had  formed  the  dirgraceful  refolution 
of  permitting  the  prior  claim  of  England  to  this 
extenfive  country,  to  yeild  to  the  imperious  de- 
mand of  the  haughty  Spaniards. 

It  muft,  indeed,  appear  evident  to  the  un- 
prejudiced view  of  the  intelligent  reader,  that 
thefe  iflands  might,  in  the  courfe  of  a  few 
years,  be  made  a  very  valuable  poffeflion :  as 
they  abound  in  fowl  and  fifh  of  various  ufeful 
kinds,  while  their  amphibious  animals,  the  fea- 
lions  and  feals,  would  yeild  a  quantity  of  greafe 
and  train-oil,  which  might  make  no  inconfide- 
rabie  articles  of  commerce  ;  and  what  aftonifh- 
ing  crops  of  wheat,  barley,  and  every  kind  of 
European  grain  might  not  be  raifed  on  a  tradt 
of  land  that  is  many  hundred  miles  in  extent ! 
It  is  true  the  iflands  do  not  naturally  produce 
any  trees  ;  but  it  would  be  eafy  to  carry  thither 
the  feeds  of  fome,  and  young  trees  of  other 
kinds ;  and  there  is  no  doubt,  but  that  they 
would  flourifli  in  a  country  fituated,  with  regard 
to  the  fouth  pole,  nearly  as  Ireland  is  with  re- 
gard to  the  north. 

As  true  Englifnmen,  we  cannot  help  expref- 
fing  a  wifh  that  the  day  may  yet  arrive,  when 
fome  Statefman  of  fenfe  and  fpirit  may  re- urge 
and  infill  on  the  right  of  Great  Britain,  to  the 
polTeffion  of  Falkland's  iflands ^  The  reader 
will  cxcufe  this  digrefllon,  and  prepare  to  ar- 
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tend  Monf.  Bougainville  in  the  courfe  of  his 
voyage. 

After  waiting  at  thefe  iflands  till  the  2d  of 
June  1767,  in  expectation  of  the  Etoile  ftore- 
Ihip,  and  finding  that  llie  did  not  arrive,  Monf. 
Bougainville  conlidered,  that  as  his  vefTel  would 
hold  no  more  than  fix  months  provifions,  and 
that  he  had  only  two  on  board,  it  would  be  aa 
aft  of  rafhnefs  to  attempt  the  crofiing  the  great 
pacific  ocean  alone ;  he  therefore  refolved  to 
fleer  to  Rio  Janeiro,  at  which  place  he  had  ap- 
pointed the  Etoile  to  join  him,  in  cafe  any  un- 
forefeen  accident  fhould  prevent  her  reaching 
Falkland's  iflands  before  he  left  the  harbour  of 
that  place. 

They  had  fine  weather  from  the  2d  till  the 
20th  of  June,  on  which  day  they  had  fight  of 
the  mountains  on  the  m.ain  land  of  Brafil ;  and 
they  faw  the  entrance  of  Rio  Janeiro  on  the 
d-dy  following.  A  number  of  fifhing-boats  be- 
ing obferved  near  the  Ihore,  Monf.  Bougain- 
ville hoifted  Portuguefe  colours,  and  ordered  a 
cannon  to  be  fired  ;  on  which  a  boat  put  off  to 
the  fhip,  and  a  pilot  was  engaged  to  condudl 
her  into  the  road. 

The  coaft  of  this  country  is  broken  by  a 
number  of  fmall  hills,  which  fcrve  to  give 
an  agreeable  variety  to  the  profpedl.  The 
country  is  rather  mountainous,  and  well  cloth- 
ed with  woods. 

3rjis 
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The  fhip  having  arrived  off  the  Port  of  San- 
ta Cruz,  a  Portuguefe  officer  was  fent  to  en- 
quire the  reafon  of  her  failing  into  it ;  on  which 
Ivlonf.  Bougainville  fent  one  of  his  officers  to 
acquaint  the  Viceroy  of  the  Brafils,  with  the 
motives  for  his  touching  there,  and  to  enquire 
•whether  if  he  fnould  falute  the  fort,  the  com- 
pliment would  be  returned. 

The  anfv/er  which  the  French  officer  receiv- 
ed from  Count  d'Acunha,  marks  that  lingular 
haughtinefs  and  arrogance,  for  which  fome  of 
the  Portuguefe  Governors  are  not  a  little  fa- 
mous:— the  Count  faid,  that  when  a  perfon 
bowed  to  another  whom  he  might  cafually  meet 
in  the  flreet,  he  was  not  previoufly  certain 
that  his  compliment  would  be  returned,  and 
that  if  Monf.  Bougainville  Ihould  fire  his  guns 
by  way  of  iaiuce,  he  (the  Viceroy)  had  then 
^o  coniider  what  was  proper  to  be  done.  As 
this  anfwer  was  by  no  means  fatista(fLory  to 
Monf.  Bougainville,  he,  with  that  fpirit  of  pride 
becoming  a  gentleman  and  an  officer,  diidained 
to  fire  a  fmgie  gun. 

About  the  fame  time  a  canoe  was  difpatched 
from  the  Captain  of  the  Etoile,  to  inform 
Monf.  Bougainville  of  the  fafe  arrival  of  that 
vefTel,  which  now  lay  in  the  port.  The  Com- 
mander, Monf.  de  la  Giraudais,  fent  word,  that 
inftead  of  leaving  France  in  the  month  of  De- 
cember, various  accidents  had  combined  to  de- 
tain him  two  months  beyond  that  time :  that 

when 
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%hen  he  had  been  three  months  at  fea,  his 
rigging  was  fo  greatly  damaged,  and  his  velTel 
admitted  fo  much  water,  that  he  was  obliged  to 
make  the  harbour  of  Montevideo,  whence  he 
failed  for  his  prefent  ftation,  and  had  come 
to  an  anchor  but  a  few  days  before  Monf. 
Bougainville's  arrival. 

The  Enoile  had  at  this  time  fait  provifions 
fufficient  to  fupply  both  the  veflels  for  almoft  a 
j'ear  and  a  half;  but  as  her  flock  of  bread  and 
legumes  was  infufficient  for  the  confumption  of 
more  than,  feven  weeks,  Monf.  Bougainville  re- 
folved  oh  failing  to  Rio  de  la  Plata,  to  take  in 
a  (lock  of  thofe  articles,  as  neither  flour,  wheat, 
flor  bifcuit  could  be  purchafed  at  Rio  Janeiro. 

On  the  22d  of  June  j  767,  Monf.  Bougain- 
ville and  his  officers  paid  a  vifit  to  the  Viceroy 
of  the  Brafils,  which  was  returned  three  days 
afterwards  on  board  the  Boudeufe;  when  the 
Viceroy  gave  pe'rrnifTion  for  the  purchafe  of  a 
floop,  which  our  adventurers  imagined  might 
be  very  ferviceable  during  the  long  voyage 
they  propofed  to  make.  '  The'  Chaplain  of  the 
Etoile  having  been  murdered,  fome  days  before 
the  arrival  of  the  BoiideuTe,  iinderthe  windows 
of  the  Viceroy's  palace,  that  gentleman  pro- 
mifed  that  he' would' endeavour  to  find  out,  and  • 
feverely  puhifh,  the  perpetrators  of  the  horrid 
deed;  but  Monf.  Bougainville  complains  much 
of  his  remilTnefs  in  the  execution  of  this  necef- 
fary  piece  of  juftice. 

'  Y  The 
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The  Viceroy,  contrary  to  his  ufual  cuftom» 
continued  to  behave  with  politenefs  to  the  French, 
officers,  for  feveral  days  after  this  vifit ;  and 
acquainted  them,  that  he  propofed  to  honour 
them  with  an  elegant  collation  in  bowers  of 
orange-trees  and  jafmine,  on  the  banks  of  the 
river  ;  and  he  actually  gave  orders,  that  a  box 
at  the  opera  fhould  be  affigned  for  their  recep- 
tion. Here,  fays  our  author,  a  band  of  mula- 
toes  performed  the  bed  pieces  of  metatlafio, 
while  the  compofitions  of  the  greateft  geniufes 
Italy  ever  produced,  were  "  executed  by  an 
*'  Orcheftra,  which  vvas  under  the  diredlton  of 
*'  a  hump-backed  Prieil,  in  his  canonicals,'* 

We  cannot  avoid  making  a  remark  on  the  il- 
liberal and  ungentleman-like  manner  in  which 
Monfieur  Bougainville  recites  this  part  of  his 
narrative  •,  for  it  would  be  in  a  high  degree  ri- 
diculous to  fuppofe  that  the  Pricft,  becaufe  he 
had  the  misfortune  to  be  crooked,  lliould 
be,  by  that  circumllance,  the  lefs  qualified  to 
condud  a  band  j  nor  can  we  fee,  if  the  works 
reprefented  were,  as  our  author  calls  them,  di^ 
,  *uine,  the  great  impropriety  of  their  being  under 
the  diredlion  of  a  Prieil,  nor  of  that  Prieft's 
being  dreffed  in  the  habit  of  his  order.  The 
French  are  ambitious  of  being  accounted  the 
bed  bred  people  in  the  world  ;  they  claim  a 
kind  of  exclufive  right  to  politenefs ;  but  they 
are  only  the  fmugglers  and  monopolizers  of 
that  commodity,   to  the    injury   of   the   fair 
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traders,  the  Englifli,  the  Scots,  the  Hibernians* 
whofe  open  fincerity,  and  manly  freedom  of 
behaviour,  gives  the  lie  to  the  French  aflump- 
tion  of  a  fuperiof  gentility.  It  is  evident,  from 
many  inftances  in  Monf.  Bougainville's  voyage, 
that  a  Frenchman  can,  when  he  pleafes,  be 
guilty  of  a  favage  illiberality  of  condudl,  that 
would  difgrace  the  untutored  boor  of  the  wilds 
of  Siberia,  or  the  ftill  more  uncultivated  fava<^e 
of  the  uncivilized  parts  of  America. 

At  this  time  there  lay  in  the  harbour  of  Rio 
de  Janeiro,  a  French  Ihip,  called  the  Morning 
Star,  and  a  Spanifh  man  of  war,  named  the  Di- 
ligent; and,  while  the  Viceroy  behaved  with 
all  imaginable  politenefs  to  the  Frenchman,  he 
had  artfully  protrafled  the  (lay  of  the  Spaniard 
no  lefs  than  eight  months,  during  all  which 
time  her  Commander  had  not  been  able  to  pro- 
cure the  articles  necelTary  for  the  repair  of  his 
veffel,  and  without  which  flie  could  not  proceed 
on  her  voyage.     In  this  dilemma,  Don  Fran- 
cefco  de  Medina,  Captain  of  the  Diligent,  ap- 
plied to  Monf.  Bougainville,  for  the  afliftance 
of  his  carpenters  and  caulkers,  who  were  im- 
mediately fent,  both  from  the  Boudeufe  and  the 
Etoile. 

The  complaifance  with  which  the  Viceroy 
treated  the  gentlemen  on  board  the  French 
veflels,  furprifed  the  Spaniards,  who  told  them, 
that  they  mult  not  long  cxped  fo  great  a  fhare 
of  his  favour  j  and  they  had  foon  reafon  to  be 
Y  2  convinced. 
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convinced,  that  the  predidion  w^s  founded  iq 
truth  i  for  though  the  Viceroy  had  permitted 
Monf.  Bougainville  to  purchafe  a  (loop,  and 
he  had  adually  agreed  for  on^,  his  Excellency 
thought  proper  to  forbid  the  delivery  of  it; 
and  notwithftanding  they  had  contrafted  with 
this  tyrannical  Viceroy  for  the  purchafe  of 
fome  tinriber  from  the  royal  Dock-yards,  he  af- 
terwards changed  his  mind,  and  would  not  let 
them  have  it.  He  even  went  fo  far  as  to  refufe 
Monf.  Bougainville,  and  the  gentlemen  on  board 
his  fhips,  permifiion  to  lodge  in  a  houfe  near 
the  town,  while  the  BoudeuTe  was  repairing, 
notwithftanding  the  owner  of  the  houfe  had 
confented  to  accommodate  the  French  oiRcers. 

Monf.  Bougainville,  piqued  at  thcfe  repeated 
inftances  of  the  Viceroy's  want  of  good  man- 
ners, and  his  total  inattention  to  the  common 
rights  of  humanity,  determined  to  pay  him  a 
vifit,  to  remonfirate  with  him  on  the  glaring 
impropriety  of  his  condudl :  taking  vyith  him 
therefore  two  of  his  officers,  he  repaired  to  the 
houfe  of  the  Viceroy,  who  was  agitated  with 
the  moil  furious  pafTion  the  moment  Monf. 
Bougainville  began  to  fpeak,  and  commande4 
hini  to  leave  the  houfe ;  this,  however,  he  re- 
fufed  to  do,  but  kept  his  feat  for  fome  time, 
even  after  the  Viceroy  had  called  his  guards, 
who,  with  more  prudence  than  their  mafter  had 
{hewn,  negledled  to  obey  his  fummons,  and  the 
French  gentlemen  left  the  houfe,  without  feem- 
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ing  to  have  caufed  any  dlfturbance.  Not  long 
after  their  departure,  an  additional  number  of 
guards  were  placed  round  the  palace,  and  or- 
ders were  ilTued,  that  if  any  Frenchman  fhould 
be  feen  in  the  ftreets  after  the  fun  was  down, 
he  fliould  be  taken  into  cuftody.  The  Viceroy 
iikewife  commanded  the  Captain  of  the  French; 
fhip  named  the  Morning  Star,  to  quit  his  pre- 
fent  fituation,  and  anchor  his  vefTel  under  the 
fort  of  Villagahon,  which  order  was  complied 
with  on  the  following  day. 

One  of  the  Portuguefe  ofHcers  was  exiled, 
and  another  imprifoned,  becaufe  they  had  be- 
haved with  civility  to  Monf.  Bougainville ;  and 
it  was  eafy  to  forefee,  that  luch  of  the  inhabi- 
tants of  the  place  as  traded  with  the  French, 
would  experience  the  confequences  of  the  Vice- 
roy's indignation  j  every  preparation  was  there- 
fore made  to  quit  a  place,  which  the  tyranny  of 
the  count  de  Acunha  had  rendered  fo  difagree- 
able.  The  Captain  of  the  Spanifli  man  of 
■war  fupplied  Monf.  Bougainville  with  timber 
proper  for  the  repair  of  his  Ihip,  and  an  inha- 
bitant of  Rio  Janeiro  privately  fold  him  a  num- 
ber of  planks,  which  he  was  in  great  want  of; 
and,  indeed,  the  inhabitants  in  general  behav- 
<?d  with  a  kindnefs  and  civility,  which  fully- 
proved  the  fenfe  they  entertained  of  the  impro- 
priety of  the  Viceroy's  condufl. 

Monf.  Bougainville  now  proceeds  to  give  ai> 
j^^count  of  the  riches  of  Rio  Janeiro,  and  the 
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amount  of  the  revenues  arifing  to  the  King  of 
Portugal,  from  the  mines  of  Brafil;  thefe 
mines  we  have  already  given  feme  account  of 
in  the  former  part  of  this  work,  but  as  Monf, 
Bougainville's  account  is  very  interefting,  and 
contains  many  particulars  there  unnoticed,  wc 
make  no  doubt  but  the  reader  will  approve  our 
tracing  him  with  the  pen  of  accuracy  and  fidelity. 

The  mines  which  lie  neareft  to  the  city  of 
Rio  Janeiro  are  not  lefs  diflant  than  two  hun- 
dred and  twenty  miles,  and  are  called  the 
General  mines.  His  moft  faithful  majefty,  having 
a  fifth  part  of  the  produce  of  thefe  mines,  fel- 
dom  receives  lefs  than  one  hundred  and  twelve 
arobas  of  gold  from  their  annual  produce,  and 
fometimes  confiderably  more. 

There  are  mines  at  Sero-frio,  Sabara,  and 
Riodes  Mortes,  which  are  under  thejurifdidion 
of  the  managers  of  the  general  mines.  Near 
Sero-frio  is  a  river, the  ftream  of  which  being  turn- 
ed out  of  its  ufual  channel,  diamonds,  topazes, 
chryfolites,  and  other  valuable  (lones,  are  found 
among  the  pebbles  in  the  bed  of  the  river ;  nor 
are  any  diamonds  brought  from  the  Brafils  but 
what  are  found  in  this  particular  fpot. 

The  ftones  thus  found  are  deemed  the  pro- 
perty of  the  owners  of  the  mines ;  but  the  King 
of  Portugal  has  appointed  a  furveyor,  to  whom 
they  mufl:  give  in  an  account  of  what  diamonds 
are  found  with  the  utmoft  exaftnefs.  Thefe 
the  furveyor  puts  into  a  cafl^et  which  has  three 

locks 
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locks,  and  is  cnclofed  in  iron  plates  ;  the  Vice- 
roy keeping  one  of  the  keys,  the  Provador  de 
Hazienda  Reak  the  fecond,  and  the  furveyor 
the  third.  This  calket,  and  the  keys  with  which 
it  is  locked,  are  then  enclofed  in  a  fecond 
calket,  on  which  thefe  three  gentlemen  affix 
their  feals ;  and  this  again  is  placed  in  a  third, 
on  which  the  Viceroy  puts  his  feal,  and  thus 
fhips  the  treafure  for  Portugal,  where  the  coffers 
are  opened  in  the  prefence  of  his  mod  faithful 
majelly,  who  having  feleded  fuch  of  the  dia- 
monds as  he  pleafes,  the  owners  of  the  mines 
are  paid  for  them,  at  a  rate  ftipulated  by  a  pre- 
vious agreement. 

The  number  of  flaves  employed  in  fearching 
for  diamonds  is  about  eight  hundred,  and  for 
every  day's  labour  of  each  of  thefe  flaves  the 
King  of  Portugal  receives  a  Spanifh  dollar  from 
the  proprietors  of  the  mines. 

It  is  extremely  dangerous  for  any  perfon  to 
fecrete  a  diamond  j  yet  the  pradlice  is  very 
common,  as  the  fmuggled  goods  can  be  fo  eafily 
hidden.  When  a  perfon  is  detected  in  this  il- 
licit trade,  if  he  is  rich  he  is  fentenced  to  de- 
liver up  the  diamonds,  pay  twice  their  value, 
fuffer  one  year's  impriibnmenr,  and  then  be 
banilhed  to  the  coaft  of  Africa  for  life:  but  if 
the  offender  be  poor,  he  is  generally  doomed 
to  fuffer  capitally. 

In  every  diftrid  of  the  Brafils  where  gold  is 
found,  a  houfe  is  erecfled,  to  which  it  muft  be 
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carried,  and  the  King's  fhare  paid,  the  reft  is 
fcnt  to  Rio  Janeiro,  where  it  is  melted  into 
wedges,  and  in  that  ftate  returned  to  th<S 
owners :  thefe  wedges  being  numbered,  and 
ftamped  with  the  King's  arms,  the  weight  iS 
marked  on  each  wedge :  the  gold  is  likewife 
aflayed,  and  the  alloy  ftamped  oft  itj  for  the 
greater  expedition  when  it  comes  to  be  coined. 

About  ninety  miles  from  Rio  Janeiro  is  a 
place  called  Prayhunay  where  there  is  an  officd 
for  the  regiftering  the  ingots  which  are  the  pro- 
perty of  private   people  -,  and  as  all   perfons 
coming  from  the  mines  muft  neceflarily  pafs  this; 
place,  two  militai*y  officers  are  ftationed  here, 
who   have   fifty    men   under   their    command^ 
whofe  bufmefs  it  is  ftrictly  to  examine,  that  ntf 
illicit  trade  is  carried  on ;  fo  that  every  one  who' 
paffes  is  obliged  to  fubmit  to  the  ftrideft  fearch. 
At  this  place,  exciufive  of  the  tax  to  the  King^ 
men  and  beafts  of  burden  are  taxed  with  a  far- 
ther toll  of  a  real  and  a  half  each,  the  half  of 
which  becomes  the  property  of  the  officers  and 
foldiers,  and  the  other  half  goes  to  his  Portu- 
gucfe  Majefty. 

The  ingots  of  gold  which  belong  to  private 
people  having  been  regiftered  at  Praybuaa,  are 
then  carried  to  Rio  Janeiro,  where  the  pro- 
prietors are  paid  their  value  in  denii- doubloons, 
which  are  worth  about  thirty  fliillings  each  of 
EngliQi  money;  but  there  is  a  profit  to  the 
King  for  alloy,  and  for  coining  thefe  demi-dou- 
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^loons,  of  about  four  fhilHngs  and  fix-pence  on 
each.  The  mint  at  Rio  Janeiro  is  a  moft  noble 
building,  admirably  adapted  for  the  purpofe  of 
coining  money,  which  is  perfonr.ed  vvith  the 
molt  aftonilhing  expedition  ;  and  this,  indeed, 
is  rendered  neceiTary,  becaufe  two  Portuguefe 
fleets  ufually  arrive  nearly  at  the  fame  time  that 
the  gold  is  brought  from  the  mines. 

The  fleet  which  arrives  from  Porto  brings 
coarfe  cloth,  feveral  articles  of  food,  with  bran- 
dy, wines,  and  vinegar;  and  this,  with  the 
fleet  which  comes  from  Lifbon,>  occafions  Rio 
Ja:neiro  to  be  a  place  of  very  confiderable  trade ; 
the  effedts  on  being  landed,  are  charged  with 
a  duty  of  ten  per  cent,  to  his  Portuguefe 
M^jefty.- 

Soon  after  the  earthquake  at  Lifbpn,  in  the 
year  lyss,  an  impoft  of  two  and  a  half  per 
cent,  under  the  denomination  of  a  free  gift  to 
the  King,  was  laid  on  all  goods  landed  at  Rio 
Janeiro,  fo  that  the  whole  duty  paid  is  no  Icfs 
than  twelve  and  a  half  per  cent.  The,  latter 
duty  is  inftantly  paid  on  the  goods  being  brought 
on  fhore,  but  the  ofEcers  of  the  cullom-houfe 
vrill  take  fecurity  for  the  payment  of  the  for- 
mer at  the  expiration  of  half  a  year. 

There  are  two  diftrids,  named  Pratacon  and 

Quiaba,  the  "Klines  of  which  produce  diamonds  j 

but  no  perfon  is   permitted   to   feek  for   them, 

that  the  market  n)ay  not  be  overflocked  ;  for  it 

vtr..     ■  Z  is 
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is-  evident  that,  to  make  diamonds  plentiful, 
would  be  to  render  them  of  little  value. 

His  Portuguefe  Majefly  is  at  an  expence  of 
about  one  hundred  and  forty-five  thoufand 
pounds  fterling,  annually,  for  repairing  of  the 
fhips  and  public  buildings,  working  the  mines, 
and  paying  all  his  lervants,  civil  and  military. 

The  following  account  will  fhew  what  value,. 
in  iVerling  money,  arifes  annually  to  his  moft 
faithful  Majefly,   from  the  royal   revenues  of 
Rio  de  Janeiro. 

Dollars* 

The  King's  fifths  are  generally,  "j 

one   year  with  another,  about/ 

one  hundred  and  fifty  arobas  of  J.    i,i25,00O' 

gold,  which  make,  in  Spanifhl 

dollars,  ) 

The-  duty  on  diamonds  amounts  to        240,00a 

The  profit  arifine;  from  the  coinage  ?        ,   ^  ^^ 
/  .    °  >      400,000 

ot  money  is  j 

Thje  duty  of  ten  per  cent,  paid  atl 
the  cuftom  houfe  ]s  j 

The  free  gift  of  two  and  a  half")         ^ 

.  >        87,000 

per  cent,  amounts  to  about       J 

Various  produces   of  the  mines,^ 

with  the  poll  tax,  and  monicsC 
'   arifing  from  the  fale  of  offices^      225,000 

and  employments,  j 

A  duty 
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Dollars. 
A  duty  laid  on  negro  (laves,  pro-' 

duces 
A  tenth  on  all  the  food  of  the 

country,  and  the  taxes  on  foap, 

fait  and  train-oil,  bring  in  a  re-  {       ^^°'  °^ 

venue  of 


Total  value  in  dollars     2,667,000 

Hence  it  will  appear,  that  the  revenues  arif- 
ing  to  the  King  of  Portugal  from  Rio  Janeiro 
are  fomething  more,  annually,  than  four  hun- 
dred and  fifty  thoufand  pounds  fterling,  reck- 
oning the  dollars  at  four  fliiliings  and  fix-pence 
each. 

Monf.  Bougainville  now  proceeds  to  give  an 
account  of  his  leaving  Rio  Janeiro,  and  his  fe- 
cond  voyage  to  Montevideo  ;  of  which  we  fhall 
carefully  feled  as  many  particulars  as  may  af- 
ford either  inilrudion  or  entertainment  to  the 
reader. 

On  the  14th  of  July  1767,  the  anchors  of 
the  Boudeufe  and  Etoile  were  weighed  ;  but  as 
the  wind  abated  foon  afterwards,  they  were 
obliged  again  to  bring  to,  before  they  could  get 
out  of  the  harbour.  They  failed,  however,  on 
the  following  day,  and  in  the  night  of  the  19th, 
the  m.ain-top-fail  of  the  Boudeufe  was  carried 
away  by  the  violence  of  the  wind. 

Z  2  On 
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On  board  of  Monf.  Bougainville's  fhip  was  a 
■proit^oY  of  aftronomy,  who  had  made  the  ex- 
pedition with  a  view  of  difcovering  the  longi- 
tude at  fea ;  and  as  an  eclipfe  of  the  fun  was 
to  happen  on  the  25th  of  the  month,  great 
hopes  were  formed,  that  an  opportunity  would 
thereby  be  obtained  of  making  the  wifhed-for 
difcovery  :  but  it  happened,  that  thefefanguine 
hopes  were  all  fruftrated,  by  the  intervention 
of  clouds,  which  obfcured  the  face  of  the  fun 
almoft  during  the  whole  time  of  the  eclipfe. 

On  the  morning  of  the  28th  our  adventurers 
had  fight  of  the  Caftilles,  at  the  diftance  of 
fomething  more  than  thirty  miles.  They  faw 
the  entrance  of  a  bay,  which  Monf  Bougain- 
ville conjedlures  to  be  the  fame  on  the  banks  of 
which  the  Spaniards  have  erected  a  fort.  The 
veffels  failed  into  the  Rio  de  la  Plata,  and  were 
within  fight  of  the  Maldonados  on  the  29th  ; 
early  in  the  morning  of  the  ^ifr,  they  had  a 
view  of  the  Ifle  of  Lobos,  and  before  night 
came  to  an  anchor  in  the  Bay  of  Montevideo. 

The  fhips  were  no  fooner  anchored,  than  the 
Governor  fent  a  gentleman  on  board  Monf. 
Bougainville's  veffel,  who  acquainted  him,  that 
moil  of  the  Jefuits  in  thofe  parts  had  been  late- 
ly leized,  and  their  eftates  confifcated,  in  con- 
fequence  of  an  order  received  from  the  Court 
ot  Spain :  that  thefe  devoted  viclims  of  fupe- 
rior  pov/er  had  fcarcely  made  the  leaft  refill- 
ance  j  that  thf  y  bore  their  misfortunes  with  a 

degree 
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dearee  of  patience  and  calm  fubmiffion  that  did 
them  honour  •,  and  that  no  lefs  than  forty  of 
them  had  been  taken  away  in  the  veflel  which 
brought  the  orders  for  their  difgrace.  . 

As  it  was  neceffary  that  Monf.  Bougainville 
fhould  remain  in  his  prefent  ftation  till  the  equi- 
nox was  pafled,  his  firft  care  was  to  build  an 
hofpitai  for  the  fick,  and  to  take  lodgings  at 
Monrevideo.  This  being  done,  he  repaired  to 
Buenos  Ayres,  in  order  to  haften  the  provifion 
of  fuch  neceflaries  as  he  wanted,  for  which  he 
was  to  pay  the  fame  price  as  the  King  of  Spain 
ufually  gave  for  the  fame  commodities. 

Monf.  Bougainville  was  alio  defirous  of  con- 
verfing  with  the  Governor- general  Don  Francifco 
Buccarelii,  on  the  behaviour  of  the  Governor  of 
Rio  Janeiro  ;  and  he  foon  learnt,  that  Don  Buc- 
carelii, inftead  of  making  reprifals  on  the  Viceroy 
of  the  Brafils,  which  he  could  have  done,  very 
much  to  the  prejudice  of  Portugal,  had,  more 
prudently,  only  fent  a  narrative  of  his  pro- 
ceedings to  the  Court  of  Spain. 

Don  Buccarelii  was  fo  obligingly  ready  to 
fupply  Monf  Bougainville  with  fuch  articles 
as  he  itood  in  need  of,  that  in  lefs  than  three 
weeks  tvvo  fmal:  veficls  failed  for  Monievideo, 
with  ladings 'of  flour  and  bifcuit  for  the  ufe  of 
the  French  fhips.  Monf.  Bougainville  alfo  Jail- 
ed to  Montevideo,  leaving  an  inferior  oiBcer  at 
Buenos  Ayres,  to  fee  the  remainder  of  tiicir 
provifions  iliipped. 

They 
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They  now  expeded  to  fail  in  a  fliort  time, 
when  an  accident  happened  that  detained  them 
feme  weeks  beyond  the  intended  period.  A 
Spanifh  regifter-fnip  being  at  anchor,  a  violent 
hurricane  arofe  in  the  night,  and  driving  her 
againft  the  Etoile,  carried  away  part  of  the 
head  of  that  veflel,  and  broke  her  bowfprit  on  a 
level  with  the  deck. 

The  leaks  of  the  Etoile  being  encreafed  by 
this  accident,  it  was  abfolutely  neceiTary  that 
llie  (hould  undergo  a  thorough  repair ;  but  as 
there  was  not  timber  enough  at  Montevideo 
for  this  purp'  fe,  Monf.  Bougainville  obtained 
Don  Buccarelli's  permiffion,  that  {he  might 
fail  up  the  river,  to  the  Encenada  de  Baragan, 
which  is  a  little  bay  formed  by  its  mouth  ;  and 
in  this  bay,  by  the  2 ill  of  Odober,  flie  was 
put  in  a  condition  proper  for  failing,  and  be- 
gan to  take  in  the  neceflary  provifions. 

In  the  road  of  Encenada  Monf.  Bougainville 
found  a  frigate  and  feveral  merchant-Ihips 
which  were  bound  for  Europe,  and  two  Spanifli 
veffels,  which  having  taken  in  a  (tore  of  ammu- 
nition and  provifions,  were  bound  to  Falkland's 
iflands  j  and  from  thence  to  the  South  Seas, 
to  take  on  board  the  Jefuits  of  Peru  and  Chili. 
Two  Xebecks  likewife  lay  here,  one  of  which 
was  loaded  with  prefents  from  his  moll  Catholic 
MajeRy,  to  the  inhabitants  of  Terra  del  Fue- 
go,  in  grateful  teftimony  of  his  fcnfe  of  their 
generous  condud  towards  the  crew  of  the  Iliip 

Concep- 
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Conception,  which  was  wrecked  on  their  coafts 
about  two  years  before. 

The  inhabitants  of  the  country  on  th€  banl<s 
of  the  Encenada  de  Baragan  live  in  poor  mean 
huts,  which  are  conftruded  with  ruilies,  having 
a  covering  of  leather.  Thefe  are  built  in  a 
very  irregular  manner,  on  a  miferably  barren 
foil,  and  the  country  around  them  is  fo  poor, 
that  the  people  find  it  very  difficult  to  procure 
the  neceilaries  of  life. 

From  the  road  of  Encenada  de  Baragan  five 
Ihips  failed  for  Spain,  having  on  board  n-i:>ft  of 
the  French  families  which  had  quitted  Falkland's 
iflands,  and  two  hundred  and  fifty  Jefuits. 
About  this  time  two  Spanifh  regifter  (hips  ar- , 
rived,  one  of  them  had  been  no  lefs  than  feven 
months  in  her  paffage  from  Europe,  above  fix 
weeks  of  which  were  expended  in  the  doubling 
of  Cape  Horn,  where  the  fury  of  the  winds  was 
fuch  as  to  carry  away  her  rudder,  and  lay  her 
under  the  neceffity  of  feeking  fhelter  in  this 
port.  When  fhe  arrived  flie  had  buried  no  lefs 
than  thirty- nine  of  her  men,  and  almoft  all  the 
reft  were  fo  enfeebled  by  the  fcurvy,  that  only 
a  few  of  the  officers,  and  three  of  the  fore  mad- 
men were  able  to  do  their  duty  towards  navi- 
gating the  velTel.  Monf.  Bougainville,  with 
the  greateft  humanity,  fent  a  number  of  his 
crew  on  board  her,  by  which  fhe  was  enabled 
to  reach  the  harbour  of  Montevideo. 

Monf. 
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Monf.  Bougainville  now  proceeds  to  give  an 
account  of  his  failing  from  Montevideo  lO  the 
iQand  of  St.  Eiizibeth,  which  includes  a  narra- 
tive of  what  pafled  on  his  interview  v/ith  the 
Patagonians,  and  fcveral  other  interefting  par- 
ticulars till  he  reached  the  ifle  of  St.  Elizabeth. 
The  Etoile  failed  from  the  Encenada  en  the 
30th  of  06lober,  and  the  Boudeufe  on  the  day 
following,  having  on  board  provilions  for  ten 
months,  and  foon  reached  Montevideo,  having 
loll  three  men  in  that  Ihort  pafTage,  by  a  boat, 
in  which  they  were  fitting  running  fowl  under  the 
Ihip  at  a  time  when  Ihe  was  wearing  j  two  other 
men  who  were  in  the  boat  were  with  much  dif- 
ficulty faved,  and  the  boat  was  recovered. 

Eariy  in  the  morning  of  the  14th  of  Novem- 
ber, 1767,  they  failed  from  Montevideo,  with 
a  fine  gale  of  wind  at  north,  being  in  fight  of 
land  till  the  evening.  On  the  i6th  and  the  five 
following  days,  the  fea  ran  high,  and  the  wind 
was  contrary,  fo  that  they  were  obliged  to  reef 
their  top-fails.  On  the  2 2d  the  wind  blew  a 
perfedt  ftorm,  which  continued  all  the  fucceed- 
ing  night  in  fqualls,  attended  with  rain  j  the 
Etoile  made  a  fignal  of  diftrefs,  but  the  violence 
of  the  gale  would  not  admit  of  any  aliiftance 
being  given  them.  As  the  waves  became  lefs 
mountainous,  by  the  abating  of  the  wind  in  the 
morning,  Monf.  Bougainville  hailed  the  Etoile, 
to  make  enquiry  into  what  damage  fhe  hadlul- 
taincd  in  the  late  violent  fiorm ;  when  he  learnt 

that 
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that  federal  of  her  chain  plates,  and  her  fore- 
top-fail-yard  had  been  carried  awa;,  and  that 
llie  had  loll  ahiioft  all  the  cattle  which  had  been 
purchaled  at  Montevideo  :  the  Boiideufe  had 
likewiie  lod  moil  of  her  cattle,  but  had  fuf- 
tained  no  other  damage. 

The  winds  were  at  this  time  very  uncertain, 
frequently  changing  dufing  the  remainder  of  the 
month,  and  the  currents  v/ere  fo  violent,  as  to 
drive  the  velTels  as  far  as  the  forty-fifth  degree 
of  fouth  latitut'e.  They  now  concluded,  that 
they  were  between  thirty  and  forty  degrees  from 
the  coaft  of  Patagonia;  and,  at  length,  Vvhen 
they  had  foundings  with  a  line  of  forty  fathom, 
they  had  fight  of  Cape  Virgins ;  the  fame 
land  which  Sir  John  Narborough  and  Com- 
modore Anion  have  diftinguiihed  by  the  name 
of  Cape  Virgin  Mary. 

As  Monf.  Bougainville  had,  during  a  former 
voyage,  difcovered  a  funken  rock  in  forty- 
eight  degrees  and  a  half  of  fouth  latitude,  he 
avoided  coming  too  near  the  fliore  till  he  was 
in  forty-nine  degrees  ;  the  perfon  v.'ho  had  for- 
merly firft  feen  this  rock,  imagined  it  had  been 
a  grampus,  and  the  fhip  had  failed  within  con- 
fiderably  lefs  than  a  mile  of  it. 

It  was  on  the  2d  of  December  that  they  had 
fight  of  Cape  Virgins,  about  which  time  they 
made  all  the  lail  po'iTible,  as  the  wjnd  was  in 
their  favour.  They  now  law  a  number  of  Al- 
batroiTes,  and  peaels,  the  iaft  of  which  Monf. 

A  a  Bou- 
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Bougainville  fays  are  a  fign  of  bad  weather,, 
whenever  they  are  fcen.  They  alfo  beheld  pen- 
suins,  fcals,  and  whales  in  confiderable  num- 
hers.  He  fays,  that  the  fkins  of  the  whale  ap- 
peared to  be  covered  with  fmall  worms,  very 
much  like  thofe  which  are  obferved  to  adhere 
to  the  bottoms  of  old  vefTels  which  lie  rotting 
in  harbour.  Some  wtite  birds,  not  unlike, 
pigeons,  but  of  a  larger  fize,  now  perched 
on  the  yards  of  the  Boudeufe. 

Soon  after  they  had  fight  of  Cape  Virgins 
they  made  the  land  of  Terra  del  Fuego,  and 
for  feveral  fuccefllve  days,  they  contended 
with  tempefts  and  contrary  winds.  On  the  ^d 
of  December,  the  wind  blowing  favourable  for 
a  ihort  time,  they  made  their  bell  efforts  to 
reach  the  entrance  of  the  ftreights  of  Magellan  ; 
but  the  wind  foon  fell  to  a  dead  calm,  and 
thick  fogs  clouded  the  whole  coalt  of  the  coun- 
try :  in  a  few  hours  the  breeze  again  fprang  up^ 
but,  as  by  this  time  night  came  on,  they  were 
obliged  to  ply  to  the  windward. 

Early  in  the  morning  of  the  4th  the  wind 
being  favourable,  they  again  flood  in  for  land, 
when  hazy  weather  and  rain  preventing  their 
having  fight  of  the  coaft,  they  were  obliged 
to  keep  the  open  fea  j  it  cleared  up,  how- 
ever, in  a  (hort  time,  when  they  made  another 
attempt  to  enter  the  llreight ;  but  the  wind 
changing,  the  fog  growing  thicker,  and  altorra 
cnfuing,  they  were  compelled  to  lay  to,  between 

the 
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tlie  main  land,   and  the  two  Ihores  of  Terra 
del  Fuego. 

On  the  4th  of  December  the  fore-fail  of  the 
Boudeufe  was  fplit  by  the  fury  of  the  winds, 
and  as  at  this  time  they  were  in  no  deeper  water 
than  twenty  fathom,  they  determined  to  feud 
under  their  bare  poles,  left  they  fiioiild  run 
fowl  of  fome  breakers  which  lie  off  Cape  Vir- 
gins, to  the  fouth  fouth-eaft. 

They  now  made  other  fruitlefs  attempts  to 
enter  the  ftreighr,  fometimes  being  within  fight 
of  the  Cape,  and  at  other  times  at  a  confidera- 
ble  diftance  from  it.  Monf.  Bougainville  fays 
that  the  view  of  this  Cape,  as  given  in  Anfon's 
voyage,  is  exa£l  in  every  refpedl. 

The  night  of  the  3th  was  fpent  in  Handing 
off  and  on  ;  and  early  in  the  morning  of  the 
fixth  they  were  in  fight  of  Cape  PofTeffion,  and 
likewife  of  Terra  del  Fuego.  They  now  took 
the  advantage  of  a  wefterly  tide,  and  triexl  to 
get  clofe  to  the  coaftof  Patagonia.  They  kept 
founding  all  the  night  between  the  fixth  and 
feventh,  not  failing  to  a  greater  diftance  from 
the  coaft  than  three  leagues.  What  they  had 
gained  by  plying  to  the  windward,  they  loft  by 
the  oppofition  of  the  currents,  and  about  noon 
on  the  7th  were  back  in  their  former  ftation. — 
What  man  in  his  fenfes,  who  reads  accounts 
^ike  thefe,  would  hazard  the  imminent  dangers 
of  fuch  feasj  for  the  honour  of  having  made  a 
A  a  2  nrw 
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new  dilcovery,  or  the  pride  of  faying,  that  he 
had  circumnavigated  the  globe  I 

This  day  they  had  fight  of  Cape  Orange, 
•which  forms  the  firft  narrow  pafs  in  the  ftreights. 
This  narrow  pafs  Monf  Bougainville  called 
goulet^  which  is  not  improperly  tranflated  ^z^/. 
It  is  rather  more  than  forty  miles  from  Cape 
Virgins  to  this  firil  giir,  and  the  ftreights,  for 
this  diftance,  are  of  different  breadths,  of  fel- 
dom  lefs  than  five,  or  more  than  feven  leagues. 
On  the  north  coaft  the  land  is  high  and  heal- 
thy, and  has  a  regular  appearance,  as  far  as 
Cape  PoffefTion,  in  the  bays  of  which  there  are 
feveral  dangerous  rocks,  oppofite  to  the  two 
hillocks,  to  which  Sir  John  Narborough  gave 
the  name  of  the  Affes  Ears. 

In  the  afternoon,  ^hen  they  had  reached  the 
entrance  of  the  gut,  though  the  wind  blew 
freih,  and  all  their  fails  were  fet,  the  tide  raa 
with  fo  great  force,  that  they  were  driven  back- 
wards, inftead  of  advancing  in  their  voyage. 

In  the  evening  the  fhips  were  anchored  in 
Pofteffion  Bay,  and  on  the  eighth,  by  theaffill- 
ance  of  a  ftrong  breeze,  they  ftemmed  the  tide  ; 
and  afterwards,  by  making  different  tacks,  they 
p;ot  throUi2;h  the  firil  narrow  entrance  of  the 
gut,  with  the  wind  right  againfl:  them. 

During  the  preceding  night  they  had  ob- 
ferved  fires  on  the  fliore,  and  this  morning  they 
dircovered  a  white  flag,  which  the  Patagonians 
had    erected  on  a  riiing  ground  j  on  which  a 

white 
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■white  flag  was  likewife  hoifted  at  the  maft-head 
of  each  vefiel.  The  flag  which  thefe  Patago- 
nians  had  put  up,  was  one  given  to  them  by  the 
Commander  of  the  Etoile,  when  that  fliip  lay 
in  Boucauk's  Bay,  in  the  month  of  June  1766, 
fo  that  it  is  pretty  evident,  that  the  people 
were  the  fame.  Monf.  Bougainville  fpeaks  in 
very  grateful  terms  of  the  care  thefe  Indians 
had  taken  to  preferve  the  flag. 

While  the  fliips  were  pafling  the  above- 
mentioned  gut,  a  number  of  men,  clothed  in 
the  flcins  of  beaflis,  were  obferved  on  Terra  del 
Fuego,  who  ran  along  the  fliore  with  their  ut- 
moft  expedition,  in  order  to  keep  pace  with  the 
vefiTels  :  they  likewife  frequently  beckoned  with 
their  hands,  as  if  they  wiflied  our  voyagers 
to  land.  The  Spaniards  fay,  that  the  inha- 
bitants of  that  part  of  Terra  del  Fuego,  are 
lefs  lavage  in  their  manners  than  moil  other 
native  Indians.  When  Monf.  Bougainville 
failed  from  Rio  de  la  Plata,  a  Spanilli  ihip  was 
on  the  point  of  failing  thence,  to  convey  fome 
Priefts,  to  infl:ru6t  thefe  people  in  the  do6lrines 
of  Chriftianity. 

The  fliips  having  come  to  an  anchor  in  the 
afternoon,  in  Boucauk's  Bay,  feveral  officers 
from  each  vellel,  having  fire-arms  with  them, 
embarked  in  boats,  and  went  afliore  at  the  bot- 
tom oi'  the  bay.  The  common  failors  were  or- 
dered to  remain  in  the  boats,  and  to  keco  them 
afloat :  the  gentlemen   A'ere  no  fooner  landed, 

than 
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than  half  a  dozen  of  the  natives  came  riding 
up  to  them,  on  the  full  fpeed.  When  they 
were  advanced  within  fifty  yards  of  the  French, 
they  difmounted,  and  came  forward,  pronounc- 
ing the  word  Shawa,  Having  come  up  quite 
clofe,  they  held  out  their  arms,  and  laid  them 
on  thofe  of  the  officers,  whom  they  fhook 
hands  with,  and  embraced,  repeatedly  fayino- 
Shawa^  which  word  was  repeated  by  Monf. 
Bougainville  and  his  officers. 

An  Englifhman,  on  reading  the  above  paf- 
fage,  may  be  allowed  to  make  a  remark  on  the 
fingular  politenefs  of  thefe  favages,  manifefted 
by  the  circumftance  of  embracing ;  but  he  will 
not  pay  fo  vile  a  compliment  to  the  delicacy  of 
the  uninftruded  Patagonian,  as  to  fuppofe,  that 
he  made  the  firft  advance  towards  a  falute  :  on 
the  contrary,  it  is  but  a  piece  of  juftice  due  to 
the  fuperior  good-breeding  of  the  French,  to 
conclude,  that  they  taught  the  favages  that 
word  rudiment  of  all  politenefs,  that  moil  fil- 
thy deviation  from  all  decent  and  manly  behavi- 
our, the  fhocking  cuftom  of  men  kiffing  each 
other !  An  Englifhman  of  virtuous  principles 
and  refined  ideas,  would  fcorn  to  kifs  his  own 
fon,  whom  he  had  not  feen  for  a  twelvemonth, 
it  the  boy  but  approached  to  his  teens:  no! 
let  the  manly  (hake  of  the  hand,  and  the  gene- 
rous effufion  of  the  heart  from  the  lips,  be  the 
only  expreffions  of  afiedion,  duty  or  polite- 
nefs, between  man  and  man.     Let  our  embraces 

be 
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be  referved  ^or  thofe  amiable  creatures,  to 
whom  God  and  Nature  have  taught  us  they 
are  due. 

The  Patagonians  appeared  to  be  much  pleaf- 
ed  with  the  company  of  their  new  friends ;  but 
it  was  obferved,  that  fome  of  them  had  a  mix* 
ture  of  fear  imprinted  on  their  countenances : 
this,  however,  was  foon  removed  by  the  hofpi- 
tality  of  the  officers,  who  fent  to  the  boats  for 
bread  and  cakes,  which  were  as  readily  devour- 
ed as  they  were  chearfully  given.     More  of  the 
Indians  foon  approached,  among  whom  were 
fome   children.      They   exprclTed  no  kind  of 
furprife  at  the  fight  of  their  vifitants,  and  feem- 
ed  not  to  be  unacquainted  with  the  ufe  of  hre- 
arms,  as  appeared  by    their   making   a   noife 
which   refembled  the   report  of  a  gun.     The 
good  nature  of  thefe  people  was  expreffed  in  all 
their  aflions :  fome  of  the  French  gentlemen 
being  engaged  in  collecting  plants,  the  Patago- 
nians  no  Iboner  faw  what  kinds  they  coJledled, 
than  they  immediately  began  to  pull  up  and 
bring  the  fame  forts.     One  of  them  feeing  an 
officer  engaged   in  this  employment,  went  to 
him,  and  pointing  to  his  eye,  which   had  re- 
ceived an  injury,  intimated  his  wi(h,  that  fome 
herb  might  be  fhewn  him,  the  virtues  of  which 
would  cure  the  diforder  :  and  this  was  deemed 
to  be  a  conclufive  proof,  that  they  had  an  idea 
oi"  the  medicinal  virtues  of  herbs. 

Moni; 
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Monf.  Bougainville  received  from  thefe  Pa- 
ta^onians  a  number  of  fkins  of  the  guanacoe 
and  other  beafts,  in  exchange  for  a  few  trinkets, 
on  which  they  feemed  to  fet  a  great  value. 
Some  of  the  gentlemen  having  red  cloaths  on, 
the  natives  advanced,  and  ftroked  them  with 
their  hands,  feeming  highly  delighted  with 
every  thing  of  that  colour;  they  alfo  made 
fions  for  fome  tobacco,  and  as  often  as  any  thing 
was  given  them,  th^y  cried  out  Jhazva^  in  a 
very  loud  and  difagreeable  tone. 

A  fmall  quantity  of  brandy  being  given  to 
each  of  the  Patagonians,  they  had  no  fooner 
drank  it,  than  they  ftruck  their  hands  repeat- 
edly againft  their  throats,  and  blew  with  their 
mouths,  fo  as  to  produce  a  kind  of  trembling 
found,  at  the  conclufion  of  which  they  had  a 
lingular  quivering  of  the  lips. 

The  evening  now  advanced,  and  the  gentle- 
men prepared  to  return  to  their  fhips,  which 
was  no  fooner  obferved  by  the  Indians,  thaa 
their  uneafinefs  was  cxprefTed  in  their  counte- 
nances, and  they  intimated,  by  figns,  that  they 
wilhed  them  to  remain  longer,  as  they  expe(5ted 
more  of  their  brethren.  The  French,  on  the 
contrary,  made  figns  that  they  would  come 
again  the  next  day,  and  bring  fuch  articles  as 
the  natives  had  requefted  of  them. 

Monf.  Bougainville  and  his  party  now  walked 
towards  their  boats,  accompanied  by  the  In- 
dians, one  of  whom  fung  fongs  till  thev  reach- 
ed 


ROUND    THE    WORLD.     1B5 

cd  the  coafl,  and  feveral  of  them  went  into  the 
water  as  far  as  where  the  boats  lay,  where  they 
feized  on  all  the  articlfs  they  could  put  their 
hands  on  i  but  when  they  faw  they  were  obferv- 
ed,  they  made  no  fcruple  to  return  them. 

As  the  boats  were  rowing  off,  many  more 
Patagonians  were  obferved  galloping  down  to 
their  countrymen  -,  and  the  crews  of  the  boats 
now  cried  out  Shawa,  (o  loud  that  the  people 
on  fhore  could  not  fail  to  hear  them. 

Monf.  Bougainville  fays,  that  thefe  Indians 
were  the  fame  which  were  feen  by  the  crew  of 
the  Etoile,  in  the  year  1765,  for  one  of  the 
feamen  recollected  a  perfon  among  them  whom 
he  had  before  feen.  Thefe  people  are  well 
made,  and  appear  to  be  about  the  height  def- 
cribed  by  other  voyagers.  Our  author  fays, 
that  it  is  the  thicknefs  of  their  limbs,  the 
largenefs  of  their  heads,  and  the  extraordinary 
breadth  of  their  fhoulders,  that  make  them 
appear  to  be  of  a  gigantic  race. 

The  colour  of  the  Patagonians  is  brown,  as 
is  that  of  all  the  native  Americans,  in  whatever 
climate  they  are  born.  Their  mufcles  are 
ftrong,  and  their  nerves  well  braced;  and  as 
their  food  abounds  in  juices  proper  for  the 
nourilhment  of  the  human  frame,  it  is  no  won- 
der that  they  arrive  at  their  full  growth.  Their 
eyes  are  fparkling,  their  teeth  extremely  whire^ 
and  their  faces  round,  but  rather  flat ;  and  many 
of  them  are  very  comely  men.  Some  of  them 
B  b  have 
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have  whiflcers,  which  grow  long,  but  are  very 
thin  -,  and  they  all  tie  their  hair,  which  is  long 
and  black,  on  the  top  of  the  head  ;  the  cheeks 
of  fome  of  them  are  painted  red.  Their  lan- 
guage has  an  agreeable  and  melodious  found. 
Our  voyagers  did  not  fee  any  of  the  Patago- 
nian  women  i  though  it  was  conje£lured,  that 
the  men  intended  to  have  brought  them  from 
a  kind  of  camp,  which  appeared  to  be  about 
three  miles  diilant. 

Thefe  people  wear  a  piece  of  leather  round  the 
waiH:,  and  a  kind  of  cloak  made  of  ikins,  which 
defcends  to  the  bottom  of  the  leg,  and  is  girt  round 
the  body  ;  the  part  which  would  otherwife  cover 
the  flioulders,  is  permitted  to  fall  back,  fo  that 
the  greater  part  of  the  body  is  left  naked, 
though  the  climate  is  fo  cold  as,  apparently,  to 
require  more  covering  than  the  whole  which 
they  v/ear ;  but  cuftom  will  harden  the  human 
frame,  fo  as  to  defy  the  rigour  of  the  mcft  in- 
clement  feafons. 

It  was  in  the  fummer  when  Monf.  Bougain- 
ville was  on  the  coafl:  of  Patagonia,  yet,  he 
fays,  there  was  only  a  fingle  day  on  which  the 
thermometer  was  obferved  to  rife  to  ten  degrees 
higher  than  the  freezing  point. 

The  reft  of  the  drefs  of  the  Patagonians  con- 
fifted  of  a  fort  of  half  boots,  made  of  the  fkin 
of  the  horfe,  and  left  open  at  the  back  part  of 
the  leg.  A  few  of  them  wore  on  the  thigh  a 
ring  made  of  copper,  two  inches  in  breadth  -, 

and 
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and  the  necks  of  two  very  young  men  were 
adorned  witli  beads. 

Some  fmall  knives,  of  the  manufaftnre  of 
England,  were  fecn  in  their  poflcfllon  -,  which 
our  author  very  properly  concludes  were  the 
gift  of  Commodore  Byron  ;  and  their  only 
arms  confided  of  a  twifted  gut,  in  the  two  ends 
of  which  were  cnclofed  a  round  pebble  j  and 
weapons  of  that  kind,  he  fays,  are  ufed  in  all 
that  part  of  the  American  continent. 

Their  horfcs  'are  very  poor,  and  of  a  fmall 
fize  ;  and  the  faddles  and  bridles  were  fuch  as 
are  ufed  by  the  natives  of  Rio  de  la  Plata. 
One  of  thefe  people  was  obferved  to  have  gik 
nails  on  his  faddle,  (lirrups  made  of  wood, 
cnclofed  with  copper,  a  bridle  made  of  leather, 
twifted,   and  a  compleat  Spanilli  harnefs. 

Their  food  confilU  chiefly  of  guanacoes  and 
vicunnas,  and  they  eat  both  the  flefh  and  mar- 
row of  thofe  animals.  They  devour  this  meat 
raw,  with  great  avidity,  and  carry  it  with  them 
on  their  horfes.  Frefh  water  being  very  fcarce 
in  this  country,  the  horfes  drink  the  fea water, 
as  do  like  wife  their  dogs,  which  are  both  fmall 
and  ugly. 

It  was  obferved,  that  fome  of  them  pro- 
nounced capitan,  chico,  buenoj  and  other  Spa- 
nifh  words.  Monf.  Bougainville  concludes, 
that  the  Patagonians  lead  the  fame  kind  of  life 
as  the  Tartars,  as  they  are  always  on  horfeback, 
traverfing  immenfe  plains,  in  purfuit  of  wild 
B  b  2  bealU 
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beads  and  game  -,  and  he  imagine.s  that  they 
alfo,  like  the  Tartars,  plunder  the  caravans  of 
travellers  -,  but  this  remark  feems  equally  cruel 
and  unjuft,  from  his  own  account  of  the  fin- 
gular  triendfhip  and  kindnefs  with  which  they 
treated  himfelf  and  his  fellow-voyagers.  Our 
author  concludes  this  part  of  his  narrative  by 
faying,  that  he  has  "  fince  found  a  nation  in 
the  fouth  pacific  ocean,  which  is  taller  than  the 
Patagonians." 

Monf.  Bougainville  tells  us,  that  the  foil  of 
this  country  is  extremely  dry,  and  very  much 
like  that  of  Falkland's  iflands  :  the  coaft,  like- 
wife,  exhibits  the  fame  kind  of  fea-weeds, 
and  fhells  of  fimilar  forts  are  ftrewed  upon  the 
beach.  The  country  produces  fhrubs,  but  af. 
fords  no  woods  for  Ihelter. 

On  the  9th  of  December,  1767,  all  the  fails 
of  the  vefTels  were  fet,  to  make  head  againit 
the  fury  of  the  tide ;  but  they  were  obliged 
again  to  come  to  an  anchor,  after  failing  only 
three  miles.  During  two  whole  days  the  wea- 
ther was  fo  tempeftuous,  that  not  a  boat  could 
put  off  from  the  fhips,  which  was  a  mortifying 
circumftance,  as  great  numbers  of  the  Pata- 
gonians were  by  this  time  got  together,  on  the 
^ot  where  they  had  converfed  with  the  officers, 
who  were  concerned  that  they  were  not  able  to 
keep  their  promife  with  thefe  friendly  people, 
whofe  little  wants  might  have  been  eafily  fup- 
plied.  It  appeared,  by  the  help  of  glafles,  that 
1  they 
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they  had  built  feveral  huts  on  the  fhore,  and  it 
was  obferved,  that  fome  of  them  were  conftantly 
o-alloping  backwards  and  forwards  from  this 
place  to  a  fpot,  where  it  was  iuppofed  the  main 
body  of  them  lay. 

Early  on  the  morning  of  the  12th  the  Bou- 
deufe  loft  an  anchor,  by  the  parting  of  the 
cable  J  foon  after  which  they  fet  all  their  fails, 
and  by  the  affiftance  of  the  ebb-tide,  and  a  fa- 
vourable wind,  they  got  through  the  fecond 
gut  in  the  afternoon,  and  anchored  on  the 
north- fide  of  the  ille  of  Elizabeth. 

As  they  were  detained  here  two  days,  by 
tempeftuous  weather,  and  contrary  winds, 
Monf  Bougainville  refolved  to  land  on  the  ifle 
of  Elizabeth,  where  he  met  with  a  few  buftards, 
that  were  at  this  time  hatching  their  eggs,  bur 

O  DO    ' 

thele  birds  were  fo  intimidated  at  the  fight  of 
our  adventurers,  that  they  could  not  approach 
near  enough  to  have  even  a  fingle  fhot  at  them. 
The  iiland  produces  no  wood,  but  only  a  kind 
of  heath,  which  might  fupply  its  place  as  fuel 
for  the  fire.  The  water  of  this  place  is  brack- 
ilh,  and  the  foil  extremely  dry.  Several  places 
were  likewife  obferved,  which  had  been  marlhes, 
but  had  become  dry,  and  the  ground  on  fome 
parts  of  them  were  covered  with  a  thin  crufl:  of 
fait.  It  was  evident  that  this  iQand  was  occa- 
fionally  vifired  by  the  Indians,  as  the  fliells  of 
feme   filh    they  had  eaten   were  found,   near 

where 
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where  a  dead  dog  was  lying,  and  where  it  was 
plain  that  fires  had  been  made. 

Our  adventurers  were  now  on  the  point  of 
entering  that  part  of  the  ftreights  of  Magellan 
which  abounds  in  woods,  and  the  principal  dif- 
ficulties were  already  overcome. 

On  the  afternoon  of  the  30th  the  anchors 
were  weighed,  and  they  failed,  witii  a  violent 
wind,  in  a  channel  between  the  iflands  of  St. 
Barthelemi  and  Lions,  and  that  of  Elizabeth. 
They  were  now  obliged  to  coaft  the  laft  named 
ifland,  to  fteer  clear  of  a  number  of  breakers, 
with  which  the  other  iflands  are  encompafied. 
Having  failed  beyond  Cape  Noir,  they  obferv- 
ed  that  the  country  had  a  pleafant  appearance, 
being  almoft  every  where  covered  with  woods, 
which  afforded  a  moil  delightful  profpeft  to 
the  eye. 

In  the  evening  the  weather  became  fuddenly 
calm  and  pleafant,  fo  that  Monf.  Bougainville 
pleafed  himfelf  with  the  hope  of  being  able -to 
double  Cape  Kound  before  the  morning  •,  but 
in  this  climate  the  moft  flattering  appearances 
are  by  no  means  to  be  relied  on  j  a  truth  that 
was  fully  evinced  in  the  prefent  infl:ance  :  for 
foon  after  twelve  at  night  the  wind  fuddenly 
fhifted,  and  blew  mofl:  violently,  bringing  with 
it  fliorms  of  hail,  and  deluges  of  rain,  w'hile  a 
fog,  apparently  impenetrable,  covered  the  whole 
coaft. 

The 
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The  main-fail  of  the  Boudeufe  being  fplit  by 
this  ftorm,  they  endeavoured  to  make  Port 
Famine,  where  they  hoped  to  be  fheltered  from 
the  temped  -,  but  this  attempt  was  fruitlefs  ; 
for  the  violence  of  the  current  was  fuch,  that 
they  loft  nine  miles  in  as  many  hours,  and 
were  hurried  with  amazing  rapidity  into  a  large 
bay,  formed  by  part  of  the  coaft  of  Terra  del 
Fuego,  which  Monf.  Bougainville  called  Bay 
Duelos,  from  the  name  of  the  officer  who  was 
next  in  command  under  the  Commodore  of  the 
expedition,  and  whofe  knowledge  and  expe- 
rience are  mentioned  as  circumftances  highly 
advantageous  to  the  enterprize. 

This  Bay  is  defcribed  as  being  very  conve- 
nient for  {hips  to  anchor  in,  on  account  of  the 
wefterly  winds  blowing  over  the  coaft.  Two 
fmall  rivers  difcharo;e  their  dreams  into  the 
bay,  the  water  of  which  is  excellent  at  about  a 
quarter  of  a  mile  from  the  fea  coaft,  though 
nearer  than  that  diftance  it  is  impregnated  with 
faline  particles.  The  landing-place  is  a  fandy 
beach,  above  which  apleafant  meadow  ftretches 
itfelf  to  a  confiderable  diftance.  Behind  this 
meadow  the  woods  raife  their  lofty  heads,  and 
form  a  kind  of  amphitheatre.  Our  adventurers 
traverfed  a  confiderable  traci:  of  the  country^ 
without  meeting  with  any  living  animal,  except 
a  very  few  parroquets,  buftards,  ducks*  teals* 


and  two  or  three  fnipes. 
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Several  huts  were  feen  at  the  mouth  of  a 
river,  which  had  been  conftruded  by  twiftino- 
branches  of  trees  into  the  form  of  an  oven. 
In  thefe  huts  were  found  large  numbers  of  lim- 
pets, mufcles,  and  calcined  fhells;  and  the 
huts  themfelves  appeared  to  have  been  recently 
made.  Our  adventurers  going  fome  miles  up 
the  river,  obferved  the  track  of  human  crea- 
tures, and  remarked,  that  the  flood  came  from 
the  eaft  at  the  rihng  of  the  tide,  which  they 
had  not  before  obferved  in  any  other  part  of  the 
ftreights.  * 

The  feamen  were  now  engaged  in  cutting 
wood  till  the  i6th,  when  the  vefleJs  failed  with 
a  favourable  wind,  and  paffed  Point  St.  Anne, 
which  covers  Port  Famine,  a  bay  fo  called,  on 
account  of  the  difaftrous  fate  of  the  colony 
formerly  eilablifhed  on  its  borders  by  the  too 
adventrous  Spaniards. 

Monf.  Bougainville  obferves,  that  the  fhores 
of  this  country  are  covered  with  wood,  and  are 
remarkably  fteep :  thofe  of  Terra  del  Fuego, 
he  fays,  are  horrible  to  behold ;  and  that 
"  mountains  there  are  covered  with  a  blueifti 
fnow  as  old  as  the  creation  :" — Thefe  are  his 
own  words ;  but  with  all  fubmiiTion  to  the 
learning  and  penetration  of  our  ingenious 
voyager,  we  cannot  conceive  by  what  kind  of 
intuition,  he  came  to  know  that  the  fnow  had 
lain  on  thefe  mountains  more  than  five  thoufand 
years  ;  or  even  that  it  had  not  fallen  within 

five 
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Bve  days  of  the  time  he  law  it.  It  is  no  breach 
of  Chriftian  charity  to  obicrve,that  thefe  French- 
men are  as  finifhed  coxcombs  in  their  writingSj 
as  they  are  in  every  part  of  their  drefs  and  be- 
haviour. It  is  hoped  that  Engliflimen  will  be 
cautious  how  they  imitate  them  in  either  parti- 
cular. 

There  are  four  bays  proper  for  the  anchoring 
of  vefTels,  between  Cape  Forward  and  Cape 
Round  ;  and  two  of  thefe  bays  are  feparated 
by  a  Cape  of  a  moft  lingular  kind,  which  con- 
fitls  of  petrified  flieiis,  laying  horizontally,  and 
rifing  more  than  fifty  yards  above  the  level  of 
the  fea.  Monf  Bougainville  took  foundings 
at  the  foot  of  this  Cape,  but  a  Ime  of  an  hun- 
dred fathom  would  not  reach  the  bottom. 

As   the  (hips  were  now  becalmed  for  two 
hours,   our  Commodore  took  this  opportunity 
of  taking  the  foundings  near,  and  the  bearings 
of  Cape  Forward,  which  he  mentions  as  the 
moft  loutherly  point  of  land,  on  the  continent, 
in  the  known  world,  and  he  fixes  its  latitude 
at  fifty-four  degrees,  five  minutes,    and  forty- 
five  feconds,  fouth.     Its  furface  confifts  of  two 
hills,  fomething  more  than  two  miles  in  ex- 
tent, one  of  which  is  confiderably  higher  than 
the  other.     The  tops  of  thefe  hills  are  covered 
with  fnow,   which  gradually  melting  by  the 
warmth   of   the   fun,    fupply    with   perpetual 
moifturc  the  roots  of  trees  which  are  fixed  in 
the  crevices  of  the  rock. 

C  c  Monf. 
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Monf.  Bougainville  and  his  party  landed  on 
a  fmall  rock,  which  barely  afforded  room  for 
four  perfons  to  ftand  on,  and  here  they  hoifted 
the  colours  of  the  boat,  and  repeatedly  fhouted 
Vive  le  Rot.  Our  author  mentions  it  with  ant 
air  of  triumph,  that  thefe  rocks  now  refounded 
for  the  firjl  iime,  with  this  compliment  to  the 
grand  Monarche.  A  ftriking  inftancc  of  the 
vanity  by  which  the  French  nation  is  diflin- 
guilhed  ! 

Having  returned  to  the  fhip,  and  the  wind 
coming  about  favourable,  Monf.  Bougainville 
failed  in  fearch  of  a  harbour,  which  received 
the  name  of  French  Bay,  where  he  refolved  to 
take  in  a  quantity  of  wood  and  water,  as  a  fup- 
ply  during  their  voyage  acrofs  the  great  South- 
Sea*  In  confequence  of  this  refolution  all  the 
boats  were  inilantly  hoifted  out,  v;ith  a  view  to 
begin  this  neceflary  bufmefs  the  next  morning. 

The  night  proving  exceffively  ftormy  and 
tempeftuous,  it  was  pafTed  in  fears  and  appre- 
henfions  which  baffle  ail  defcription. 

Early  in  the  morning  a  boat  was  lent  out  to 
iR)und  the  mouth  of  a  river  which  had  been 
previoufly  denominated  Gennes*  River,  from  the 
name  of  a  gentleman  v/ho  was  a  partaker  in  the 
dangers  and  hardfhips  of  this  expedition.  As 
it  was  low  water  when  the  boat  reached  the 
fhore,  her  'rrew  could  not  land  without  running 
her  a-groi.  nd  on  a  fand  ;  and  it  was  evident, 
Jhat  the  larger  boats  could  only  make  the  fliore 
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at  hio^h  water,  fo  that  their  wood  and  water 
could  be  brought  on  board  only  once  a  day. 
Forthefe  reafons  Monf.  Bougainville  determined 
to  anchor  in  a  fmall  bay  about  three  miles  dif- 
tant,  called  after  his  own  name,  where  he  had, 
in  the  year  1765,  taken  in  a  loading  of  wood 
for  Falkland's  iflands. 

Bougainville  bay,  to  which  they  now  failed, 
is  furrounded  by  high  mountains,  v;hich  fecure 
it  from  the  winds  blowing  from  every  point  of 
the  compafs,  fo  that  the  furface  of  the  water 
is  unruffled  even  by  a  fingle  breeze. 

Having  call  their  anchors  in  this  bay,  and 
made  faft  the  veflels  by  means  of  hawfers  tied 
to  fome  trees  op  the  coaft,  they  landed,  and 
found  two  Indian  huts,  conftrufled  of  the  bran- 
ches of  trees,  but  they  did  not  appear  to  have 
been  lately  inhabited.  In  the  year  1765  Monf. 
Bougainville  had  caufed  a  hut  of  bark  to  be 
erefled  on  this  fpot,  in  which  he  left  fome  trifles, 
by  way  of  prefent  to  fuch  of  the  natives  a$ 
might  happen  to  wander  that  way ;  on  this  hut 
he  had  put  up  a  white  flag  j  but  both  the  prc- 
fents  and  the  flag  had  been  taken  away,  and 
the  hut  levelled  with  the  ground. 

On  the  morning  of  the  i8th  of  December  a 
kind  of  camp  was  formed  on  Ihore,  by  way  of 
guarding  the  effedts  which  were  landed,  and 
proteding  the  men  who  were  to  be  employed 
in  taking  in  wood  and  water.  Small  ponds 
were  now  dug,  for  the  accommodation  of  thofe 
C  c  2  dcflined 
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deft'ned  to  waOi  the  linen,  and  the  water  calks 
were  fent  on  fliore  to  be  repaired.  The  crew  of 
the  Eagle  ha\^'ng,  in  1765,  cut  down  many 
more  trees  than  were  wanted  for  that  veffel, 
the  labour  of  this  cafk  was  faved  to  our  prefent 
adventurers,  who  were  likewile  happy  in  finding 
roads  ready  made  through  the  woods,  for  the 
convenience  of  bringing  down  the  timber  to  the 
fea-Ihore.  At  this  place  the  remainder  of  the 
month  was  fpent  in  the  necefiary  employment 
above-mentioned,  and  in  repairing  the  fhips, 
particularly  the  Etoile,  which  had  fo  large  a 
leak  in  her  ftem,  that  moft  of  the  hands  on 
board  her  were  fatigued  beyond  expreflion,  by 
Handing  at  the  pumps,  alternately,  night  and 
day. 

The  aflronomer,  Monf.  Verron,  now  landed 
on  a  little  ifland,  which  was  denominated  the 
J/ie  of  Obfervator)\  from  its  being  a  place  ad- 
mirably calculated  for  the  making  aftronomical 
obfervations ;  but  his  labours  were  fruitlefs, 
owing  to  the  cloudinefs  of  the  weather,  which 
is  almoft  perpetual  in  this  country.  At  fome 
periods,  however,  the  fun  appeared  free  from 
clouds,  and  melted  a  part  of  the  fnow  which 
had  lodged  on  the  mountains  of  the  main  land. 
Whenever  this  fine  weather  happened,  the 
prince  of  Naffau,  attended  by  Monf  de  Com- 
mer^on,  a  celebrated  botanift,  went  in  fearch  of 
plants  and  herbs,  and  they  were  very  fgccefsful 
in  their  relearches :  but  the  gentlemen  who  er^v 

deavoured 
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deavourcd  to  filh,  or  to  hunt  for  animals,  met 
with  no  fuch  good  fortune,  for  they  never  catch* 
cd  even  a  fingle  filh,  nor  ever  faw  any  quadru- 
ped but  one  fox,  which  was  killed  by  the  party 
employed  in  colleding  the  ftores. 

Monf.  Bougainville  having  formed  a  refolu- 
tion  of  taking  a  furvey  of  the  coafts  of  the 
main  hnd,  and  likewife  of  thofe  of  Terra  del 
Fuego,  he  embarked  in  his  boat,  early  in  the 
morning  of  the  22d,  accompanied  by  two  gen- 
tlemen, who  propofed  to  fail  with  him  as  far 
as  Cape  Holland.  The  weather  was  calm  and 
ferene  at  their  firft  fctting  out ;  but  the  wind 
foon  varied  to  different  points  of  the  compafs, 
and  blew  a  hurricane,  which  obliged  our  ad- 
venturers to  take  fhelterinthe  mouth  of  a  fmall 
river.  Having  gained  the  defired  port,  they 
waited  in  the  hope  that  the  ftorm  would  abate, 
till  they  were  almoft  benumbed  with  the  cold, 
and  wet  to  the  fkin  with  the  rain  ;  they  therefore 
landed,  and  cutting  down  feme  branches  of 
trees,  ereded  a  kind  of  hut,  in  order  to  fhelter 
them  during  the  night.  "  Thefe  huts  (fays 
**  Monf.  Bougainville)  ferve  as  palaces  to  the 
*?  natives  of  thefe  climates ;  but  we  had  not 
V  yet  learnt  their  cuftom  of  living  in  them." 

It  continued  to  rain  inceffantly,  and  was  at 
the  fame  time  fo  cold,  that  the  gentlemen  found 
their  prefent  fituadon  untenable  ;  they  therefore 
iheltered  themfelves  as  well  as  they  could  under 
the  fail  of  the  boat,  and  kept  up  a  large  fire  all 

night. 
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night,  which  was  tempeftuous  in  a  very  high 
degree.  In  the  morning  they  haftened  to  their 
boat,  and  returned  to  the  ftiip,  happy,  by  that 
means,  to  avoid  the  efFeds  of  the  growing  tem- 
ped, which  foon  became  fo  violent,  that  it 
would  have  prevented  their  returning  at  all. 
For  two  days  after  this  it  fnowed  continually, 
fo  that  the  mountains  were  covered,  notwith- 
ftanding  it  was  now  midfummer,  and  the  fun 
appeared  almoft  eighteen  hours  in  the  four  and 
twenty. 

When  the  llorm  had  fubfided,  Monf.  Bou- 
gainville formed  the  refolution  of  going  on  a 
fecond  expedition,  which  he  flattered  himfelf 
would  be  attended  with  more  fuccefs.  Accord- 
ingly, early  in  the  morning  of  the  27th  (the 
barge  of  the  Etoile,  and  the  long-boat  of  the 
Boudeufe,  having  been  armed  with  fwivel  guns 
and  mufkets)  our  adventurers  embarked  with 
the  prince  of  Naflau,  and  two  other  gentle- 
men, and  failed  for  the  coafl;  of  Terra  del  Fue- 
go,  where  they  arrived  in  about  fix  hours ;  and 
finding  a  number  of  huts,  which  the  natives 
had  left  in  a  delightful  wood  on  the  fea-coaft^ 
they  there  fat  down,  and  made  a  mod  agreea* 
ble  repaft. 

After  dinner  they  coafled  the  country  for  a 
confiderable  time,  and  then  crofled  an  inlet, 
which  Monf.  Bougainville  conjedlures  to  be  a 
itreight  which  leads  to  the  fca,  at  no  great  dif« 
$ance  from   Cape  Horn.    This  conjefture  is 

founded 
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founded  partly  on  the  width  of  the  inlet,  which 
is  not  lefs  than  fix  miles,  and  partly  on  the  ob- 
ferving  a  prodigious  number  of  whales  in  that 
part  of  the  fea. 

When  our  adventurers  had  almoft  reached 
the  oppofite  fide  of  the  inlet,  they  faw  a  num- 
ber of  fires  on  the  coaft,  and  foon  afterwards 
difcovered  feveral  of  the  inhabitants  on  the  point 
of  a  bay.  Towards  this  place  they  immediately 
fleered ;  and  they  had  no  fooner  landed,  than 
Monf.  Bougainville  recolled:ed,that  thefe  Indians 
were  the  fame  people  whom  he  had  feen  on  his 
former  voyage  in  the  ftreights,  and  whom  he 
had  then  diftinguilhed  by  the  name  of  Pecheraisy 
becaufe  thefe  favages  were  perpetually  makino- 
ufe  of  that  word,  in  the  fame  manner  as  the 
Patagonians  did  that  of  Shawa. 

The  number  of  the  Pecherais  that  had  thus 
aflembled  was  about  forty,  of*  both  kx^s^  and 
all  ages,  and  they  had  feveral  canoes  in  an  ad- 
jacent creek.  As  the  evening  advanced,  Monf. 
Bougainville  could  not  flay  long  with  his  old 
acquaintance,  but  left  them,  in  order  to  reach 
an  inlet,  where  he  propofed  to  fpend  the  night ; 
but  as  the  time  would  not  permit  the  accom- 
plifhing  his  wilh,  he  landed  on  the  banks  of  a 
river,  and  having  caufed  tents  to  be  made  of 
the  fails  of  the  boats,  and  a  large  fire  to  be 
made,  the  party  fpent  the  night  in  perfect  fafc- 
ty,  and  much  to  their  fatisfa<^ion. 

On 
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Oh  the  following  day  it  was  found  that  thd 
inlet  above-mentioned  was  an  excellent  port# 
wherein  fhips  might  be  fheltered  againll  every 
dangerous  wind  ;  and  in  which  the  ground  is 
adrhirably  calculated  to  afford  the  beft  and 
fafeft  anchorage.  From  the  elegance  and  con- 
venience of  this  bay  and  port  it  received  the 
name  of  Beaubajin  [the  beautiful  harbour.] 
Monf.  Bougainville  mentions  this  place  as 
equally  convenient  for  the  careening  of  Ihips^^ 
and  for  the  taking  in  wood  and  water. 

That  no  neceflary  information  refpeding  fo 
commodious  a  harbour  might  be  loft,  the  Com- 
modore left  iVIonf.  Bournard  there,  to  take  the 
moil  exad  account  of  every  thing  that  might 
be  thought  worthy  of  notice,  and  he  was  then 
to  return,  in  the  long-boat,  to  the  Ihips.     In 
the  mean  time  Monf.  Bougainville  and  a  part 
of  his  company  embarked   in  the  barge,  and 
rowing  to  the  weftward,  difcovered  an  iiland, 
on  the  coaft  of  v/hich  feveral  of  the  natives 
were  employed  in  fibbing.     Before  the  evening 
our  voyagers  arrived  at  a  bay,  which  received 
the  name  of  de  la  Cormorandiere  •,  from  a  rock 
which  appeared  at  about  a  mile  diftant  ftom  it» 
Early  in  the  morning  of  the  29th  Monf.  Bou- 
gainville departed  from  this  bay,  and  failed  be- 
tween two  iflands,  to  which  he  gave  the  name 
of  the  two    Sijiers,    they   are   fituated  about 
nine  miles   from  Cape  Forward.     Soon  after 
this  they  difcovered  a  mountain,  of  a  conical 
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form,  which  they  called  the  Sugar  Loaf-^  and, 
in  the  courfe  of  the  day  they  arrived  at  a  com- 
mpdlous  bay,  at  the  bottom  of  it  there  is  a 
moft  excellent  port,  into  which  falls  a  very  fin- 
gular  cafcade.  For  thele  rcalbns  the  place  re- 
ceived the  name  of  the  Bay  and  Port  of  the  Caf- 
cade, It  is  reprefented  as  a  place  highly  proper 
for  taking  in  wood  and  water,  and  very  fafe  to  ' 
anchor  in. 

The  ftream  of  a  fmall  river  which  feeks  its 
way  between  a  number  of  lofty  hills,  forms  this 
water-fall,  which  defcends  perpendicularly  down  - 
the  fide  of  the  rock  above  a  hundred  yards. 
Monf  Bougainville  went  to  the  top  of  the  caf- 
cade, and  made  his  remarks  on  the  appearance 
of  the  adjacent  country,  in  fome  parts  of  which 
there  are  fmall  plains  which  produce  a  kind  of 
Ipungy  mofs,  and  in  others  the  grou  nd  is  co>" 
vered  with  thickets  of  wopd.  The  planes  and 
trees  are.  of  the  fame  kind  as  thofe  which  the 
coaft  of  Patagonia  produces  j  and  the  whole  face 
of  the  country  has  much  the  appearance  of 
Falkland's  iflands,  except  the  want  of  trees  at 
the  latter  place.'  On  the  whole,  our  author 
fays,  that  all  that  part  of  Terra  del  Fuego,  from 
the  prefent  fpot,  to  that  which  lies  oppofite 
Elizabeth  ifland,  confifts  only  of  large  and 
mountainous  iflands,  the  fummits  of  which  are 
clothe  dwith  perpetual  fnow.  Monf  Bougain- 
ville fearched  in  this  place  lo  find  the  traces  of 
inhabitants,  but  he  did  not  fucceed  j  and  he  is 
D  d  of 
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of  opinion,  that  the  natives  of  Terra  del  Fuego 
feidom,  if  ever,  depart  from  the  fea-fnores,  be- 
caufe  on  thofe  they  obtain  the  neceflaries  of  life. 

Our  adventurers  remained  at  Port  Cafcade, 
during  the  night  of  the  29th,  which  was  ren- 
dered highly  difagreeable  by  incelTant  rain,  and 
jntenfe  cold  j  and  on  the  morning  of  the  fol- 
lowing day  they  crofTed  the  ftreight  with  a  boif- 
terous  wind  and  a  rough  fea,  which  rendered 
the  navigation  dangerous  to  fo  frhall  a  veffel. 
The  rain  kept  pouring  down  almoft  the 
whole  of  this  day,  which  was  employed  in 
viewing  the  coaft,  and  making  flich  remarks 
as  may  be  ufeful  to  future  navigators.  Our 
voyagers  had  now  a  very  narrow  efcape  with 
their  lives, -the  boat  having  been  nearly  overfet 
in  croffing  a  bay,  owing  to  a  miftake  of  the 
fteerfman  in  the  management  of  the  helm.  At 
length,  however,  they  got  fafe  on  board  the 
Boudeufe,  and  as  the  commanding  officer, 
during  Monf.  Bougainville's  abfence,  had  fhip- 
ped  every  thing  that  was  neceflary,  preparations 
were  immiediately  made  for  failing. 

They  departed  from  Bougainville  Bay  in  the 
afternoon  of  the  3  ill  of  December,  1767,  and 
in  the  evening  came  to  an  anchor  in  the  road 
of  Port  Galant,  which  is  fituated  at  the  bottom 
of  Fortefcue  Bay,  where  they  were  detained 
no  lefs  than  three  weeks,  by  fuch  bad  weather, 
as  the  inhabitants  of  thefe  milder  climes  cannot 
form  an  adequate  idea  of. 

On 
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On  the  firft  of  January,   1768,  Monf.  Bou- 
gainville dilpatched  a  party  in  a  boat,  to  make 
remarks  on  the  coaft,  as  far  as  Elizabeth  Bay ; 
and   to  take  a  view  of  the  numerous  iflands 
with  which  this  part  of  the  ftreighrs  of  Ma- 
gellan  abounds.      Two   of    thefe   iflands,   to 
which    Sir    John   Narborough  formerly   gave 
the  names  of  Charles  and  Monmouth,  were  dif- 
tindlly  fecn  from  the  place  where  the  fhips  lay 
at  anchor;  but  thofe  which  he  has  denominated 
the  Royal  Ifles,  and  Rupert  Ifland,  were  at  too 
great  a  diftance  to  be  viewed  from  Monf.  Bou- 
gainville's prefent  itation. 

Notv/ithftanding  the  feverity  of  the  weather, 
and  the  almoft  inceifant  rains,  the  crew  Vv'hich 
had  been  fent  aut  landed  on  different  places,  at 
one  of  which  it  was  evident,  that  fome  Englifli 
fhips  had  lately  touched ;  for  on  feveral  trees 
they  faw  initial  letters,  and  even  whole  names, 
cut   in  the  wood  :  they  alio  law  many  ipice- 
iaurel- trees,  the  bark  of  which  had  been  lately 
taken  off,  with  other  plain  indications  who  they 
were  that  had  vifited  the  fpot ,  but  what  pyt 
the  matter  beyond  all  doubt,  were  the  words, 
Chatham,  March,   I7^0j  v/hich  were  very  legi- 
ble on  a  piece  of  v/ood,  of  that  kind  which  is 
frequently   affixed    to   pieces   of  cloth    in   the 
royal  marine  warehoufes  of  Great  Britain. 

The  aftronomer,  Monf.  Verron,  in  the  meaa 
time,   had  his  af^ronomical  inftruments  convey- 
ed  to  a  peniniuia,  by  which   the  harbour  is 
D  d  2  formed. 
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formed,  in  order  to  make  obfervations,  for  af- 
certaining  the  bearing  anddiilances  of  particu- 
lar capes :  but  the  refult  of  his  obfervations 
would  afford  neither  inftrudion  nor  entertain* 
ment  to  any  but  the  mere  nautical  reader; 
nor  would  they  be  of  the  leaft  ufe  even  to  him, 
unlefs  he  was  bound  on  a  voyage  to  the  South 
Seas,  through  the  itreights  of  Magellan. 

The  weather  was  fo  exquifitely  fevere  on  the 
fourth  and  fifth  of  January,  that  no  pen  can 
defcribe  it,  nor  any  imagination  conceive  an 
idea  of  it.  A  violent  ftorm  of  wind  was  at- 
tended with  inceflfant  rain  or  fnow,  and  the 
keeneft  biting  coldnefs  in  the  air.  Monf  Bou- 
gainville informs  us  that,  during  this  fevere 
weather,  he  Tent  out  a  boat  to  fearch  for  a  conve- 
nient anchoring  place  on  the  coaft  of  Terra  del 
Fuego,  and  an  excellent  one  was  found  to  the 
fouth-weft  of  Charles  and  Monmouth  iflands. 

On  the  6th  the  weather  was  more  moderate 
than  it  had  been  for  fome  days  paft.  In  the 
morning  of  this  day  four  fmall  boats,  with  In- 
dians on  board  them,  were  obferved  at  the 
point  of  Cape  Galant,  one  of  which  advanced 
towards  Monf  Bougainville's  fhip,  while  the 
reft  rowed  towards  the  bottom  of  the  bay.  In 
the  boat  which  approached  the  Boudeufe  were 
a  man,  his  wife,  and  two  children,  the  former 
of  whom  went  on  board,  without  the  leaft  ap- 
parent fign  of  fear,  leaving  the  woman  and 
children  in  the  boat.     Soon  after  this  man  had 


gone 
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oone  on  board,  two  Indians  from  the  other 
boats  followed  his  example,  bringing  their 
children  with  them. 

Thefe  people  feemed  not  to  exprefs  the  leafl: 
furprize  either  at  the  ftrufture  of  the  Ihip,  or 
at  any  thing  they  faw  on  board  her,  which  our 
author  deems  a  proof  that,  "  in  ord<fr  to  be 
capable  of  being  furprized  at  the  work  of  art, 
one  muft  have  fome  fundamental  ideas  of  it.'* — 
There  may  be  fome  truth  in  this  obfervation ; 
but  we  cannot  help  refolving  the  apparent  want 
of  curiofity  in  thefe  favages  into  another,  and  a 
very  different  caufe  ;  namely,  their  having  feen 
the  Englifh,  or  other  velTels,  which  had  vifited 
the  ftreishts  of  Magellan. 

The  Commodore  prevailed  on  thefe  people 
to  dance  and  fing,  and  treated  them  with  a  kind 
of  concert  of  mufic.  He  like  wife  gave  them 
bread,  and  different  kinds  of  meat,  all  cf  which 
they  devoured  with  avidity,  feeming  equally 
pleafed  with  every  thing  that  was  given  them, 
and  with  every  occurrence  that  paffed ;  nor 
could  they  be  perfuaded  to  quit  the  {hip,  till 
feveral  pieces  of  ialt  meat  had  been  put  into 
their  boats. 

Our  author  calls  thefe  happy  Indians  "  trou- 
*'  bleiome  and  dilgufting  guefts." — One  would 
wonder  on  what  authority  he  has  adopted  thefe 
epithets,  or  how  the  company  of  the  favages^ 
as  he  calls  Chem,  could  be  troublefome  or  dif- 
gulling,  when  they  fang  and  danced,  only  on 
I  being 
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being  arKed  to  do  fo  ;  received  with  gratitude 
whatever  was  given  them,  and  applied  it  to  the 
purpofe  ior  which  it  was  given. — Monf. 
Bougainville  calls  them  "  unpolilhed  men-,'* 
as  if  the  frippery  complaifance  of  the  court  of 
Vcrfailles  could  have  been  cxpeded  from  thefc 
honeft  tenants  of  the  woods ;  whofe  ijifcruflors 
are  plain  fenfe  and  nature,  and  whofe  God  is 
the  God  of  the  Europeans. — In  a  word,  our 
author  writes  with  an  affeded  conicicu-rnefs  of 
fuperiority,  and  in  the  pert  rerdefineis  of  ilile, 
that  is  almofi;  peculiar  to  the  French  noveliit 
who  would  be  thought  a  philofopher. 

The  people  are  clothed  with  feal  fkins,  which 
are  by  far  too  fmall  to  cover  the  whole  of  the 
body ;  and  with  thefe  fkins  they  make  the  fails 
of  their  boats,  and  the  coverings  of  their  hut-s. 
They  are  likewife  pofTefTed  of  a  few  of  the 
ikins  of  the  guanacoe,  but  our  author  docs 
not  mention  to  what  ufe  they  apply  them ; 
thou<^h  it  fhouid  feem  probable  that  they  form 
a  part  of  their  clothing. 

Monf.  Bougainville  defcribes  thefe  Indians  as 
thin,  fhort,  and  ugly ;  and  that  a  moft  offen- 
five  fmell  is  the  confequence  of  keeping  them 
company.  The  women  are  ft  ill  more  difagiee- 
able  than  the  men,  who  do  not  appear  by  any 
means  fond  of  them.  It  is  the  duty  of  the  fe- 
males to  fteer  the  boats,  and  to  repair  any  da- 
mage that  may  happen  to  them  •,  and  they  are 
often  obliged  to  fwim  after  them  through  the 

fea- 
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fea- weeds*,  nor  are  even  women  who  have  fuck- 
ino-  children  excufed  this  duty :  the  child  is  car- 
ried  on  the  mother's  back,  enclofed  in  the  feaU 
Ikin  that  forms  her  drefs.  When  the  women 
are  on  fh ore  their  bufinefsis  to  collect  fhells  and 
wood ;  nor  do  the  men  even  fhare  with  them 
in  this  employment. 

The  boats  are  conftrnf^ed  of  the  bark  of  trees," 
fattened  together  with  rulhes,.  and  the  feams  are 
caulked  with  mofs.  A  lire  is  conftantly  kept 
in  the  middle  of  the  boat,  on  a  heap  of  land, 
which  is  placed  to  prevent  the  burning  of  the 
veflel.  Their  arms  confift  of  bows  and  arrows 
formed  of  the  branches  of  the  berberry  bufh, 
which  grows  plentifully  in  ihcfe  parts.  The 
arrows  are  pointed  with  (harp  ftones,  and  the 
ftring  of  the  bow  is  made  of  the  gut  of  fomc 
animal  ;  but  they  ufe  not  thcfe  weapons  againft 
an  enemy;  they  are  deftined  only  for  the  def- 
truftion  of  birds,  or  other  animals  proper  for 
the  fupport  of  life. 

Monf.  Bougainville  fays,  that  thefe  Indians 
ufe  a  kind  of  harpoon,  for  the  purpofe  of 
linking  fifh,  which  is  made  of  bones,  it  is  about 
twelve  inches  in  length,  pointed  at  the  end,  and 
indented  on  one  of  its  fides. 

The  principal  fubfiftence  of  thefe  people  is 
fi(h-,  but  it  is  fuppofed  that  they  fomerimes 
catch  game,  as  they  have  dogs  of  the  fporting 
kind,  and  fpringes,  or  noofes,  adapted  for  the 
fnaring  of  quadrupeds.     The  teeth  of  all  the 

natives 
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natives  are  very  bad,  which  our  author  attributes 
to  their  eating  fifli  when  boiling  hot,  though 
they  do  not  half  boil  it  before  it  is  fo  eaten. 
They  iive  in  huts  which  have  no  partition  of 
rooms,  in  the  middle  of  which  a  fire  is  lighted 
that.lerves  the  whole  family. 

The  difpofition  of  thefe  people  is  of  the  amia- 
ble kind  j"  but  their  extreme  good  nature  bor- 
ders on  weaknefs;  they  believe  in  evil  genii, 
and  have  prieils  and  phyficians,  whom  they  fup- 
pofe  capable  of  .deprecating  the  vengeance  of 
their  aerial  enemies.  Monf  Bougainville  ob- 
ferves, ,  that  thefe  Pecherais  have  the  fewefl  con- 
veniences of  life  of  any  people  he  has  ever 
known;  j  et  they  they  do  not  repine  at  their  fitua- 
tion,  but,  appear  to  be  contented  with  the  lot 
which  pr,ovidence  hath  affigned  them  j  tho'  they 
live  in  the  moil  inclement  climate  hitherto  dif- 
covered  in  the  habitable  globe.  Exclufive  of 
the  other  peculiarities  of  their  fate,  they  are 
fewer  in  number  than  any  other  known  race  of 
men;  yet  this  little  fociety,  cut  off  as  it  is 
from  all  intercourfe  with  the  reil  of  mankind, 
is  not  totally  free  from  the  vices  common  to 
larger  ftates,  as  a  contefc  for  dominion  exifts. 
even  among  them,  and  the  more  powerful  are- 
perpetually  labouring  to  diftrefs  the  weaker. 
Thus  it  is  with  the  poor  Pecherais,  as  with  every 
other  community  in  the  univerfe,  that  thofe  who 
cannot  make  head  againft  tyranny,  muft  fubmit 

to 
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to  the  arbitrary  command,  tlie/^  volso,  fie  ju- 
beo  of  the  tyrant. 

The  inclemency  of  the  weather,  during  tho 
jxh  and  8th  of  the  month,  was  fuch,  that  the 
crews  of  the  fliips  could  not  venture  on  iliore; 
and  though  it  was  even  now  the  fummer-timc, 
the  adjacent  country  was  covered  with  fnow, 
which  alio  laid  on  the  lliip  to  the  depth  of  fc- 
veral  inches. 

On  the  ninth  the  Indians,  who  had  previoufly 
painted  their  bodies  with  red  and  white  itrcaks, 
advanced  towards  the  fhips  j  but  feeing  the 
boats  go  off  towards  their  habitations,  all  of 
them,  except  one,  followed  the  Ihips  boats, 
and  that  went  on  board  the  Etoile,  where  (lie 
remained  but  a  little  while,  and  then  followed 
the  others. 

The  crews  of  the  boats  having  landed,  went 
to  the  huts  of  the  Indians,  who  feemed  by  no 
means  to  relilh  this  unexpected  vifit ;  which  was 
particularly  evinced  by  the  women  having  all 
retreated  to  one  hut.  The  men  invited  the 
French  failors  into  thofe  huts  where  the  women 
were  not  to  be  found  i  and  the  Frenchmen 
having  accepted  the  invitation,  were  treated 
with  fhell  filh,  which  the  Indians  fucked  before 
they  delivered  them  to  their  vificors.  The  be- 
haviourof  the  natives  was  lively,  and  they  en- 
tertained their  guefts  vyith  dancing  and  finging: 
they  revelled  with  uncontrouled  delight,  when, 
E  e  alas  1 
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alas !  their  mirth  was  interrupted  by  an  acci* 
dent  as  fatal  as  unexpedcd ! 

A  boy,  the  fon  of  one  of  the  Indians,  was 
fudclenly  feized  with  a  diforder  which  occafioned 
*he  mofl:  violent  convuKions,  and  fpitting  of 
blood.  This  child  had  been  on  board  the 
Etoiic,  where  the  ftramen  had  prefentcd  him 
with  fome  pieces  of  glafs  •,  and  as  thefe  Indians 
sre  accuilomed  to  put  things  of  this  kind  up 
their  noftnls,  and  into  their  throats,  it  is  fup- 
pofed  this  youth  had  taken  the  fame  meafure, 
and  that  the  fatal  effeds  which  followed  were 
the  confequence  of  his  having  fwallowed  the 
glais.  It  is  here  proper  to  remark,  that  the 
Techerais  confider  the  fwallowing  of  fubftances 
which  refemble  glafs,  as  a  preventive  remedy 
againft  certain  diforders  to  which  they  are  liable. 

The  lips,  palate,  and  gums  of  the  boy  were 
cur ;  and  as  he  bled  freely,  the  Indians  conceiv- 
ed an  idea  that  the  Frenchmen  had  violated  the 
rights  of  hofpitality,  and  injured  him,  whom, 
by  all  the  laws  of  honour,  they  were  bound  to 
treat  ^Aith  civility. 

This  circumftance  gave  rife  to  ajealoufy  and 
diftruft  no  way  favourable  to  their  European  vi- 
litors ',  indeed  it  appeared,  that  the  Indians  fuf- 
pe6ted  the  French  to  have  caufed  the  child's 
illnefs.  A  linen  jacket  having  been  given  to 
this  child  by  the  French,  he  was  ftript  of  it, 
and  it  was  thrown  at  their  feet  j  but  it  was  in« 
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Jtantly  feizcd  by  an  Indian,  who  did  not  feem 
CO  dread  the  powers  of  enchantment. 

The  child  being  laid  on  his  back,  a  conjurer 
knelt  between  his  legs,  and  prelTing  the  body- 
forcibly  with  his  hands  and  head,  uttered  a  num- 
ber of  inarticulate  vociferations.  At  repeated 
intervals  during  this  ceremony  he  arofe,  and 
opening  his  hands,  which  had  been  before 
grafped,  he  blew  in  the  air  with  his  mouth,  as 
if  defirous  of  driving  away  fome  evil  genius. 
While  this  bufinefs  was  tranfafling,  an  ancient 
woman  bawled  in  the  ears  of  the  child,  fo  as 
almoft  to  deafen  him  with  her  noife ;  and  in- 
deed the  remedy  feemed  to  be,  in  the  literal 
phrafe,  worfe  than  the  difeafe.  The  conjurer 
having  retired  for  fome  time,  returned  in  a  new 
drefs,  and,  with  an  air  of  triumph,  renewed 
his  incantations,  but  with  no  better  fuccefs  than 
before.  His  hair  had  been  powdered,  and  his 
head  was  diftinguiflied  by  two  wings,  fimilar  to 
thofe  with  which  Mercury  is  reprefented  by  the 
painters.  The  life  of  the  child  now  appearing 
to  be  even  in  more  danger  than  before,  the 
French  Chaplain  haftily  baptized  him,  unob- 
fcrved  by  the  Indians. 

What  a  flrange  medley  of  ignorance  and  h' 
perdition  was  all  this ! — Monf.  Bougainville 
laughs  at  the  folly  of  the  Indian  juggler,  while 
he  feems  to  fpeak  in  an  applaufive  flrain  of  the 
coiidu6t  of  the  French  prieft,  which  v/as 
E  e  2  cer- 
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certainly  equally  ridiculous  with  that  of  the 
Inditin  ! 

Some  officers  having  repaired  on  board  the 
fhip,  and  acquainted  the  Commodore  with  what 
was  traniadjing,  he  went  on  fliore  with  the  Sur- 
geon, who  took  fome  gruel  and  milk  with  him. 
When  they  came  to  the  fpot,  they  found  that 
the  juggler  was  adifted  by  another  perfon  ha- 
bited like  himielf,  and  that  the  patient  had  fuf- 
fered  much  from  their  abfurd  attempts  to  relieve 
him  i  yet  were  theie  attempts  continued,  with- 
out any  complaint  on  the  part  of  the  poor  boy. 

The  affediion  of  the  parents,  and  indeed  of 
the  whole  company  of  Indians,  was  manifefled 
by  floods  of  tears,  and  by  many  other  cx- 
preffions  of  grief;  and  when  it  was  obferved, 
that  the  Frenchmen  fceaied  to  fliare  in  their  mif- 
fortune,  they  appeared  to  be  Icfs  diffident  of 
the  conduct  of  the  llrangers  j  and  at  length 
they  permitted  the  Surgeon  to  examine  the 
mouth  of  the  Tick  youth,  which  being  bloody, 
had  been  repeatedly, fucked  by  his  father  and 
another  man. 

After  fomc  time  the  father  accepted  the  gruel, 
and  permitted  his  Ibn  to  drink  fome  milk,  but 
not  till  the  French  gentlcmv^n  had  repeatedly 
tailed  it  in  his  prefence.  The  conjurers  ap- 
peared to  be  jealous  of  the  Surgeon,  but  they 
could  not  help  confeffing  the  fuperiority  of  his 
abilities.  It  was  remarked,  that  while  one  of 
thefe   Indian  phylicians  was  endeavouring  to 

drive 


ROUND    THE    WORLD     21^ 

drive  away  the  diforder,  the  other  was  bufily 
employed  in  deprecating  that  vengeance,  which 
they  luppofed  the  vifit  of  the  ftrangers  had  oc- 
cafioned. 

In  the  evening  the  child  appeared  to  be  Icfs 
pained  ;  but,  from  many  circumftances,  it  was 
thought,  that  he  had  fwallowed  fome  pieces  ©f 
glafs.  Moni".  Bougainville  and  the  Surgeon  now 
went  on  board,  and  it  is  conjectured,  that  the 
boy  died  about  two  o'clock  the  next  morning  ; 
for  Toon  after  that  time  loud  cries  were  heard, 
and,  at  day-break,  the  Indians  departed  from 
a  place  which  had  been  fo  peculiarly  fatal  to 
them  i  for  the  lofs  of  even  one  member  of  fo 
fmall  a  community,  could  not  but  be  an  object 
of  great  and  public  concern. 

On  the  13th  and  i4.th  the  weather  was  fo 
bad,  that  it  was  impoflible  to  think  of  failing, 
and  on  the  15th  the  veflels  were  detained  oy  a 
ilrong  contrary  wind  ;  but  on  the  following  day 
they  failed,  with  a  favourable  breeze,  which, 
however,  foon  fhifted,  and  prevented  their 
reaching  Rupert  illand,  oft  which  it  was  Monf. 
Bougainville's  intention  to  have  anchored^  Af- 
ter a  whole  day  of  fatigue  and  danger  they  re- 
turned to  Port  Galant,  and  anchored  again  near 
their  former  fiation. 

On  the  feventeenth  the  ftorms  were  more 
violent  than  they  had  ever  yet  been ;  the  fea 
ran  to  a  mountainous  height,  and  the  wind 
blew  in  fuch  contrary  diredions,  that  the  op- 
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pofing  waves  deftroyed  each  other.  The  ftorm' 
having  in  fome  degree  fubfided  before  noon,  a 
loud  peal  of  thunder  was  prefently  heard,  after 
which  the  winds  blew  with  increafing  violence, 
and  all  the  elements  waged  a  ftill  more  furious 
war.  The  anchors  of  the  fhips  having  dragged, 
the  top-mafts  and  lower-yards  were  ftruck,  to 
avoid  the^  dreadful  confequcnces  of  the  ftorm. 
At  this  time,  however,  the  fhrubs  and  plants 
were  in  bloom,  and  the  trees  were  covered 
with  a  luxuriance  of  verdure. 

On  the  2ift  and  the  two  following  days  the 
weather  was  extremely  windy,  while  it  rained 
and  fnowed  inceffantly.  The  night  of  the  21ft 
indeed  was  moderately  calm  j  but  this  calm 
ferved  only  as  the  prelude  to  a  ftorm,  which 
defcended  with  aggravated  fury  j  fuch  a  ftorm 
as  the  oldeft  failor  on  board  had  never  remem- 
bered J  but  its  continuance  was  by  no  means  pro- 
pordoned  to  its  violence. 

On  the  24th  the  weather  being  fine  and  fe- 
rene,  preparations  were  made  for  failing,  and 
on  the  following  day  the.  anchors  were  weighed, 
and  the  veffels  got  under  way.  Having  arrived 
off  Cape  Quod,  our  Commodore  ftops  a  mo- 
ment to  defcribe  it.  Its  figure,  he  fays,  is  very 
fino-ular,  confifting  of  cra-gy  rocks,  the  moft 
elevated  of  which  bear  a  ftrong  refcmblance 
to  the  ruins  of  ancient  buildings.  From  Bay 
Galant  to  this  cape  the  verdant  appearance  of 
the  trees  takes  off,  in  lome  degree,  that  horror, 
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which  would  otherwife  arife  in  the  mind  from 
the  conflant  fight  of  the  fummits  of  mountains 
which  are  always  frozen.  After  paffing  Cape 
Quod,  the  face  of  the  country  is  totally  changed, 
both  fides  of  the  ftreight  exhibiting  a  profped 
of  rocks,  which  are  uncovered  even  with  the 
flighted  layer  of  earth.  The  tops  of  thefe 
rocks  are  cloathed  with  eternal  fnow,  while  the 
vallies  between  them  are  choaked  up  with  pro- 
digious quantities  of  ice,  which  have  the  ap- 
pearance of  having  been  congealed  for  a  long 
feries  of  years.  So  dreadful  is  the  appearance 
of  this  part  of  the  ftreight,  that  Sir  John  Nar- 
borough  gave  it  the  name  of  Defolation  of  ths 
South',  and,  in  fadt,  it  is  defolate  and  dreary 
beyond  all  defcription. 

When  Monf.  Bougainyille's  fliip  was  oppofit^ 
Cape  Quod,  the  coaft  of  Terra  del  Fuego, 
diftant  upwards  of  forty  miles,  appeared  as  if 
terminated  by  a  proje6ling  cape.  There  are 
three  capes  on  the  continent,  which  our  adven- 
turers called  Etoile  Cape,  Boudeufe  Cape,  and 
Split  Cape  *,  the  laft  of  which  is  fo  denomina- 
ted from  its  figure.  The  ftreight,  which  in 
this  part  is  about  fix  miles  wide,  received  the 
name  of  Long  Reach  -j-. 

As  the  evening  of  the  26th  was  very  fine, 
Monf.  Bougainville  determined  to  continue  his 
way  under  an  eafy  fail  5  but  about  two  hours 

*  Cap!  Fendu,  in  the  original.  f  Ufigue  Rue, 
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before  midnight  a  thick  fog  came  on,  the  wind 
arofe,  and  the  rain  poured  down  in  torrents, 
while  it  became  To  exceOive  dark,  that  no  land 
could  be  leen.  The  fituation  of  the  fhips  was 
now  luppofed  to  be  oppofitc  Cape  Monday  ; 
and  the  night  was  fpcnt  in  Handing  off  and  on 
lliore,  in  momentary  cxpedtation  of  fome  fatal 
accident 

The  land  being  feen  at  day  break,  they 
hoifted  additional  fails,  and  proceeded  with  ra- 
pidity, till  they  reached  Cape  Pillar,  when 
they  had  fight  of  the  main  ocean,,  into  which 
they  arrived  under  a  full  fail,  on  the  evening 
of  the  fame  day  -,  having,  by  the  advantage 
of  thirty  fix  hours  fair  wind,  failed  from  port 
Galant  into  the  great  South  Sea,  without  once 
coming  to  an  anchor. 

Monf  Bougainville  was  feven  v/eeks  and 
three  days  in  pafling  the  ftreights  of  Magellan, 
the  whole  length  of  which,  from  Cape  Virgia 
Mary  to  Cape  Pillar,  he  computes  at  about 
three  hundred  and  forty  miles. 

Though  the  paffing  the  ftreights  is  a  work  of 
fome  difficulty  and  danger,  our  author  recom- 
mends it  as  more  fafe  than  the  doubling  of  Cape 
Horn,  if  undertaken  between  the  mon^ths  of 
September  and  April ;  but,  during  the  reft  of 
the  year,  he  advifes  the  pafling  through  the 
open  fea  ;  and  he  obferves,  that  the  loft  time 
in  failing  through  the  Magellanic  Streights,  is 
amply  repaid  by  the  conveniences  of  taking  in 

wood 
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wood  and  water,  and  the  chance  there  is  of  the 
fcurvy  making  lefs  havock  among  a  crew,  v/hen 
they  have  repeated  opportunities  of  landing. 
He  adds,  that  when  he  left  the  ftreights  he  had 
not  a  fingle  invalid  on  board  either  of  his  vef- 
fels. 

Monf.  Bougainville  now  proceeds  to  a  recital 
of  the  fcveral  circumftances  which  arofe,  and 
the  adventures  he  met  with,  from  this  period 
till  his  return  to  Europe ;  in  which  we  fliall 
trace  him  with  the  utmcft  fidelity  of  the  hif- 
torian  ;  prefuming  to  differ  from  him  whenever 
he  appears  to  be  miftaken  as  a  writer,  or  to  a6t 
on  wrong  principles  as  a  man. 

Our  Commodore  now  failed  nearly  a  wefterly 
courfe,  having  previoufly  agreed  with  the  Cap. 
tain  of  the  Etoile,  that  he  Ihould  keep  company 
with  the  Boudeufe  during  the  nights,  and  in 
the  morning  of  each  day  fhould  fail  as  far  as 
he  could  to  the  fouthward,  without  lofing  fight 
of  the  other  veffel,  in  order  that  the  fhips  might 
command  as  extenfive  a  profped  as  poflible,  by 
which  means  it  was  hoped  that  fome  new  dif- 
coveries  might  be  made. 

On  the  30th  of  January,  while  the  lea  ran 
very  high,  one  of  the  crew  of  the  Boudeufe 
fell  overboard,  and  was  drowned,  notwith- 
llanding  every  endeavour  to  preferve  his  life. — » 
From  this  time  till  the  17th  of  February,  Monf. 
Bougainville  failed  in  fearch  of  what  is  called 
F  f  Davis's 
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Davis's  :Land,  which  was  d;icovered  by  our 
countryman  of  that  name  in  the  year  1686; 
and  he  fays,  that  if  he  had  followed  the  direc- 
tions laid  down  in  Monf  de  Bellin's  chart,  he 
jnuft  have  failed  over  this  land. 

On  the  1 7rh  fea  gulls  were  feen  •,  and  as  thefe 
birds  do  not  go  above  eighty  leagues  from  land, 
it  was  refolved  not  to  alter  the  courfe  of  the  ihips 
for  three  days  •,  but  within  this  period  no  land 
was  difcovered. 

The  wcfterly  wind,  with  a  flight  variation  to 
the  north  and  fouth,  prevailed  from  the  23d  of 
February  to  the  3d  of  March,  during  which 
time  they  had  rain  and  thunder  every  day,  im- 
mediately before,  or  foon  after  the  fun  had 
reached  the  meridian.  This  variation  of  the 
wind,  from  what  is  commonly  called  the  Trade- 
wind,  is  mentioned  by  Monf.  Bougainville  as 
an  extraordinary  circumftance. 

Soon  after  the  Ihips  had  got  clear  of  the 
flreights  of  Magellan,  an  epidemical  fore  throat 
attacked  almoft  every  man  on  board,  which 
was  cured  by  putting  vinegar  and  red  hot  bul- 
lets into  the  water- cafl<.s,  fo  that  by  the  end 
of  March,  the  v/hole  crew  were  recovered. 
For  fcveral  days  after  this  period  fuch  a  quan- 
tity of  bonitos  and  other  fifh  was  catched,  as 
afforded  one  meal  daily  to  every  man  on  board. 

On  the  2 111  a  tunny  fifh  was  taken,  in  the 
belly  of  which  were  a  number  of  fmall  fifh  of 
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fuch  kinds,  as  are  known  not  to  fwim  far  out 
to  lea ;  whence  it  was  concluded,  that  land 
could  not  be  at  any  great  diftancc  ;  and  on  the 
following  day  this  conjcdlure  appeared  to  be 
well  founded,  for  four  very  fmall  iflands  were 
then  difcoveredj  to  which  Monf  Bougainville 
gave  the  name  of  ies  qtiatre  Facardins  •,  but  as 
thefe  were  too  much  to  the  windward  of  the 
Ihips,  they  held  on  their  way,  fleering  for  ano- 
ther ifland,  which  was  almoil  right  a  head. 

As  the  veflels  advanced  towards  this  latter 
ifland,  it  was  obferved,  that  it  abounded  with 
cocoa-nut  trees,  the  fruit  of  which  had  a  very 
tempting  appearance.  Thefe  trees  grew  on 
plats  of  grals,  ftrewed  with  an  abundance  of 
beautiful  flowers  •,  and  the  refl:  of  the  ifland  was 
clothed  with  trees  of  various  kinds,  Immenfe 
numbers  of  birds  were  feen  on  the  coaft,  which 
was  therefore  fuppofed  to  afford  a  plenty  of 
flfli :  but  the  fea  running  high,  and  no  harbour 
being  difcovered,  in  which  our  voyagers  might 
hope  for  proted:ion  from  the  fury  of  its  waves, 
they  were  prevented  from  landing  :  when  they 
had  coafl:ed  the  ifland  for  about  two  miles,  they 
had  fight  of  three  men,  who  advanced  haftily 
towards  the  fliore. 

Monf.  Bougainville  at  "firft  imagined  that 
thefe  people  were  part  of  the  crew  of  fome 
European  ftiip,  which  had  been  wrecked  on  the 
coaft;  and,  impreflrd  with  this  idea  he  gave, 
the  necefTary  orders  for  affording  them  the 
F  f  2  wiflied- 
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wifhed  for  relief:  but  he  foon  difcovered  that 
his  conjedliire  was  ill-founded  ;  for  the  people 
retired  to  the  woods,  from  whence,  in  a  Ihort 
time,  iffued  a  number  of  them,  fuppofed  to  be 
near  twenty,  with  long  ftaves  in  their  hands, 
■which  they  held  up  with  an  air  of  threatening 
and  defiance.  This  being  done,  they  retreated 
to  the  woods,  in  which,  by  the  help  of  glafies, 
their  habitations  were  plainly  feen.  Thefe 
iflanders  were  of  a  copper  complexion,  and 
very  tall. 

Monf.  Bougainville  makes  it  a  matter  of  won- 
der by  what  means  thefe  people  were  conveyed 
to  this  folitary  ifland.,  and  how  they  are  diipofed 
of  when  their  increafmg  numbers  render  iheir 
fupport  impoflible  on  a  fpot,  the  circumference 
of  which,  he  apprehends,  does  not  exceed  nine 
miles  :— but  our  philofophcr  fcems  to  for^^  et 
that  he  has  but  juft  left  four  other  fmall  iflands  -, 
nor  did  he  recoiled,  when  he  wrote  his  volume, 
that  he  was,  in  a  fubfequent  page,  to  tell  us 
that  he  had  foon  afterwards  difcovered  a  larger 
ifland,  the  inhabitants  of  which,  for  any  thing 
he  could  tell,  might  have  intercourfe  with  thofe 
on  the  before-mentioned  ifland.  He  feems 
equally  ignorant,  whether  the  people  of  thefe 
iflands  are  or  are  not  pofiTeflTed  of  veflels  pr.  per 
for  conveying  them  from  one  to  the  other ;  and 
he  has  forgot  likewife,  which  appears  to  be  the 
greateft  blunder  of  all,  ihat  there  may  probably 
be,  in  this  neighbourhood,  fome  large  continent, 

hitherto 
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hitherto  unknown  to  all  our  European  naviga- 
tors. It  is  poffiblc  our  remarks  may  be  as  ab- 
furd  as  Monf.  Bougainville's  appear  to  be ;  but 
they  feem  to  arife  naturally  from  the  fubjed:. 
Be  this  as  it  may  ;  our  Commodore  named  the 
above-mentioned  place  the  IJle  of  Lance-bearers, 
from  the  Haves,  or  lances,  which  the  inhabi- 
tants brandifhed. 

During  the  night  between  the  22d  and  23d 
they  had  much  rain,  accompanied  with  violent 
thunder,  while  the  wind  blew  almoft  a  tempeft. 
At  the  dawn  of  the  morning  land  was  difco- 
vered,  which  appeared  to  be  a  regular  level, 
fufficiently  clothed  with  verdure.  Breakers  being 
obferved  on  the  coaft,  the  fiiips  flood  out  to 
fea,  till  the  weather  becoming  more  calm,  they 
might  approach  the  fhore  with  greater  fafety, 
which  happening  before  noon,  they  then  coafted 
the  ifland,  which  is  Ihaped  like  a  horfe-flioe, 
and  its  infide  is  filled  by  the  fea. 

Some  parts  of  this  ifland  produce  cocoa-nut 
and  other  trees,  which  afford  a  very  agreeable 
ftiadc,  but  the  greater  part  of  it  is  only  a  land, 
on  which  grows  no  kind  of  verdure.  A  num- 
ber of  Indians  were  obferved  in  boats,  fome  of 
them  rovv'ing,  and  others  failing,  on  the  lake 
formed  by  the  Ihape  of  the  ifland.  Thefe  peo- 
ple were  all  naked ;  and  in  the  evening  large 
numbers  of  them  were  feen  on  the  fea-fliore, 
with  pikes  in  their  hands,  like  thofe  with  which 

the 
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the  inhabitants  of  the  Ifleof  Lance-bearers  were 
armed. 

Night  advanced  before  any  proper  place  was 
found  for  the  fhip's  boats  to  land ;  nor  were 
they  more  fuccefsful  in  their  refearches  in  the 
morning ;  wherefore  they  held  on  their  courfe, 
Monf.  Bougainville  having  called  the  place  Harp 
JJland\  the  inhabitants  of  which  had  the  ap- 
pearance of  being  tall,  and  genteelly  made. 

Our  flippant  Frenchman  profeflfes  to  admire 
the  courage  of  thefe  iflanders,  "  if  they  live 
*'  unconcerned  on  thefe  little  flips  of  fand," 
which  are  every  moment  liable  to  be  funk  in 
the  abyfs  of  an  enormous  ocean.  He  might  as 
well  admire  the  courage  of  the  inhabitants  of 
France,  the  redoubted  vafifals  of  houis  le  Grand ; 
who  are  not  lefs  liable  to  fall  viftims  to  a  con- 
vulfion  of  nature,  nor  under  the  more  imme- 
diate protedtion  of  the  Almighty,  than  thefe 
harmlefs  tenants  of  a  folitary  ifland  ;  happily 
cut  off,  as  they  are,  from  an  intercourfe  with 
the  more  poliflied  barbarians  of  Europe  ! 

In  the  evening  of  the  day  on  which  Harp 
Ifland  was  difcovered,  they  had  fight  of  other 
land,  at  the  diltance  of  fomething  more  than 
twenty  miles,  which  had  the  appearance  of  be- 
ing, what  it  afterwards  was  found  to  be,  a 
clufl;er  of  iflands,  eleven  of  which  were  feen, 
and  received  the  name  of  the  Dangerous  Archi- 
pelago. Our  author  conjedures,  that  they  are 
more  numerous,  and  obferves,  that  it  is  dan- 
gerous 
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gerous  failing  among  them,  as  they  are  encom- 
paffed  with  fhoals  and  breakers,  through  which 
a  veflel  ought  to  fleer  with  peculiar  care. 

The  (hips  now  ftood  to  the  Ibuth,  and  by  the 
28th  of  the  month  were  out  of  fight  of  all  land. 
The  clufter  of  iQands  above-mentioned  were  firfi: 
difcovered  by  ^liros^  in  the  year  1606,  and 
were  again  vifited  by  Roggewein^  in  the  year 
1722,  who  gave  them  the  name  of  the  Lu" 
hyrinth. 

Nothing  material  happened  from  this  time 
till  towards  the  end  of  March,  when  the  wea- 
ther was  boillerous  and  ftormy,  to  a  very  great 
degree,  for  fcveral  days  fucceflively ;  ,and  the 
fcurvy  now  began  to  attack  feveral  of  the  crew. 
To  combat  the  ill  efFecls  of  this  diforder,  every 
invalid  received,  daily,  a  pint  of  lemonade, 
in  which  was  infufed  a  powder,  which  had  been 
frequently  ufed  with  fuccefs  during  the  voyage. 
About  this  time  they  were  much  in  want  of 
frelh  water,  which  was  procured  by  the  diflilla- 
tion  of  fea- water,  according  to  a  procefs  in- 
vented by  Monf  PoifTonier  •,  and  the  water 
thus  procured  was  ufed  in  boiling  meat,  and 
making  broth.  The  bread  was  kneaded  with 
falt-water. 

A  fteep  mountain,  which  appeared  to  be  en- 
compaficd  by  the  fea,  was  difcovered  on  the  fe- 
cond  of  April,  and  received  the  name  of  the 
Boudotr^  or  Boudeufe  Peak^  from  that  of  Monf. 
Bougainville's  (hip. — Bearing  to  the  northward 
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of  this  peak,  they  had  fight  of  land,  which  ex- 
tended farther  than  the  eye  could  reach. 

By  this  time  it  was  become  highly  neceflfary 
for  the  fhips  to  put  in  at  fome  port,,  where  they 
might  obtain  refrelhments,  and  take  in  a  fup- 
ply  of  wood.  For  the  greater  part  of  this 
day  the  weather  was  wholly  calm ;  but  in  the 
evening  a  breeze  fprung  up,  which  conveyed 
the  fhips  near  the  newly-difcovered  land  ;  but 
it  was  thought  prudent  to  ftand  off  and  on  for 
the  night. 

In  the  morning  they  had  fight  of  more  land 
to  the  northward,  but  were  not  able  to  diltin- 
guifii  whether  it  was  another  ifland,  or  a  part 
of  that  which  they  had  before  feen. 

In  the  night  between  the  3d  and  4th  of  the 
month  fires  were  obferved  on  feveral  places, 
from  whence  it  was  conjeftured,  that  the  coun- 
try abounded  with  inhabitants.    Juft  before  fun- 
rifing  on  the  4th,  it  was  difcovered  that  the  two 
lands,  which  had  been  fuppofed  to  be  feparate 
iflands,  were  connefted  by  a  flat  country,  bend- 
ing like  a  bow,  and  forming  a  fine  bay.   While 
the  fhips  were  Handing  in  towards  the  land,  a 
boat  was  feen  coming  from  the  offing,  which 
foon  afterwards  crofied  a  head  of  the  fhip,  and 
joined  a  number  of  other  boats,  which  had  af- 
fembled  from  various  parts  of  the  ifland.     This 
afliemblage  of  boats  was  preceded  by  one  which 
was  rowed  by  twelve  Indians,  quite  naked,  who 
advanced  towards  the  fide  of  the  fhip,  and  held 
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Tip  fome  boughs  of  the  banana  tree.  Confidering 
this  as  a  token  of  friendfhip,  our  adventurers, 
in  their  turn,  endeavoured  to  exprefs  a  recipro- 
cal regard. 

This  being  done,  the  natives  rowed  along- 
fide  the  Boudeufe,  and  a  rope  being  lowered 
into  the  boat,  one  of  them  affixed  to  his  branch 
of  the  banana  tree,  a  quantity  of  the  fruit  of 
that  tree,  and  a  fmall  pig.  This  prefent  was 
accepted,  and,  in  return  for  it,  Monf.  Bougain- 
ville gave  them  fome  handkerchiefs  and  caps ; 
and  thus  was  a  friendly  intcrcourfe  eftablilhed 
with  thefe  people. 

In  a  fnort  time  upwards  of  a  hundred  boats 
furrounded  the  French  (hips,  which  were  laden 
with  bananas,  cocoa-nuts,  and  various  other 
kinds  of  fruit,  highly  acceptable  to  the  French, 
who  gave  in  exchange  for  them  a  number  of 
toys,  which  proved  equally  acceptable  to  the 
Indians. — In  order  to  carry  on  this  traffic,  our 
voyagers  held  up  fuch  articles  as  they  meant  to 
give  for  the  fruit,  and  when  the  natives  were 
fatisfied  v/ith'the  quantity  which  v;as  offered, 
it  was  let  down  by  the  fhip's  fide  in  a  net  or 
bafket,  and  the  Indians  having  taken  it  out, 
returned  their  commodities  by  the  fame  con- 
veyance •,  but  fomctimes  the  baficet  was  lowered 
when  empty,  and  the  natives  put  their  effe6ls  in 
it  before  they  had  received  the  European  goods? 
without  feeming  to  harbour  the  leafi  diftruft 
orjealoiify  of  thofe  with  whom  they  dealt; 
G  g  thereby 
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thereby  giving  the  bed  proof  of  the  integritf 
of  their  own  hearts. 

When  the  evening  advanced,  the  fhips  Hood 
out  farther  from  the  coaft,  and  the  natives 
rowed  back  to  the  fhore.  During  the  night  a 
number  of  fires  were  feen  on  the  illand,  atfmall, 
and  nearly  equal  diftances  from  each  other, 
which  the  French  imagining  to  be  illuminations 
in  honour  of  themfelves,  a  number  of  Iky- 
rockets  were  fired  from  both  the  Ihips,  to  return- 
the  conipliment. 

On  the  morning  of  the  fifth  the  boats  were 
fent  in  fearch  of  an  anchoring-place,  while  the 
day  was  fpent  in  plying  to  windward  of  the 
ifland. 

The  defcriprion  which  Monf.  Bougainville 
gives  of  the  appearance  of  this-  place,  as  feen> 
jfrom  the  (hips,  is  very  beautiful.  The  moun- 
tains, though  of  great  height,  are  every  where 
clothed  with  the  fineit  verdure,  even  to  the 
extreme  point  of  their  mod  lofty  fummits  :  one 
peak,  in  particular,  runs  up  to  a  moft  enormous 
height,  tapering  gradually  as  it  rifes  -,  yet  is  it 
every  where  clothed  with  the  moft  beautiful 
foliage,  forming  the  appearance  of  a  pyramid 
adorned  with  garlands,  and  carved  by  the  hand 
of  an  ingenious  fculptor.  The  lower  lands 
confift  of  an  intermixture  of  woods  and  mea" 
dows,  while  the  coaft  is  a  level  ground,  fhel- 
tered  by  the  mountains,  and  abounding  in  co- 
coa-nut and  other  trees,  beneath  the  agreeable 

Ihade 
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fnade  of  which  are  fituated  the  houfes  of  the 
inhabitants. 

As  Monf.  Bougainville  coafted  the  ifland,  he 
was  charmed  with  the  appearance  of  a  noble 
icafcade,  which,  falling  immediately  from  the 
fummit  of  a  mountain,  into  the  fea,  produced 
a  moft  elegant  effect.  On  the  (hore,  very  near 
to  the  fall  of  this  cafcade,  was  a  little  town, 
and  the  coall  appeared  to  be  free  from  break- 
ers. It  was  the  wifh  of  our  adventurers  to  have 
call  their  anchors  within  view  of  fuch  an  en- 
chanting profpe(5l'v  but,  after  repeated  found- 
ings, they  found  that  the  bottom  confifted  only 
of  rocks  i  and  they  were  therefore  under  a  ne- 
ceflity  of  feeking  another  anchoring-place. 

Soon  after  the  dawn  of  day  the  natives  row- 
ed along-fide  the  fhips,  bringing  with  them 
fowls,  pigeons,  cloth,  (hells,  chiffels,  and 
other  things,  which  they  bartered  for  ear-rings, 
and  pieces  of  iron.  Both  parties  dealt  with 
the  fame  eafe  and  mutual  confidence  as  they  had 
done  on  the  preceding  day ;  and  among  the 
number  of  vifitors  were  feveral  women,  whofc 
cloaths  barely  fufficed  to  hide  thofe  charms 
which  could  not  fail  of  attracting  the  ravilhed 
eyes  of  the  feamen.  One  of  the  Indians  flept 
all  night  on  board  the  Etoile,  and  fcemed  not 
to  entertain  a  fliadow  of  fear. 

The  fhips  plied  to  windward  during  the  night, 
and  by  the  morning  of  the  6th  they  had  nearly 
j:eached  its  mu^ft  northern  extremity,  when  they 

G  g  2  dif- 
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difcovered  another  ifland ;  but  as  the  pafiagc 
between  the  two  iflands  appeared  to  be  rendered 
dangerous  by  a  number  of  breakers,  Monf. 
Bougainville  came  to  a  refolution  of  returning 
to  the  bay  which  they  had  feen  when  they  firft 
difcovered  land,  where  he  hoped  to  find  a  con- 
venienfanchoring-place,  and  where,  after  dif- 
ferent foundings,  the  fhips  were  at  length  fafcly 
moored. 

The  natives  now  put  off  in  their  boats,  and 
furrounded  the  fhips  in  greater  numbers  than 
they  had  yet  done,  exhibiting  many  tokens  of 
regard,  and  perpetually  crying  cut  Taio,  which 
was  afterwards  found  to  fignify  Friend.  The 
Ilrangers  were  much  pleafed  with  fome  nails  and 
toys  >yhich  the  officers  and  failors  gave  them. 
Thefe  boats  were  crouded  with  women,  whofe 
beauty  of  face  was  at  leaft  equal  to  that  of  the 
ladies  of  Europe,  and  their  fymmetry  of  body 
much  fuperior.  Almoft  all  of  them  were 
naked,  the  old  men  and  women  having  taken 
previous  care  to  diveft  them  of  thofe  coverings, 
which  might  otherwife  have  prevented  their 
charms  from  taking  the  wiftied  effect. 

Thefe  lovely  laffes  eyed  the  failors  with  looks 
the  moft  emphatically  exprefiive,  yet  with  a 
degree  of  timidity,  v^hich  is  at  once  che  charac- 
teriftic  and  the  ornament  of  the  fex.  It  was 
not,  however,  necefluiry,  that  thefe  females 
fhould  give  any  very  plain  indications  of  their 
meaning : — the   Indian  men   faved  them  this 

troublcj 
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trouble,  intimating,  that  the  favours  of  the  la- 
dies might  be  purchafed  on  eafy  terms :  they 
even  urged  many  of  the  feamen  refpedlively  to 
make  choice  of  a  Dulcinea,  with  whom  he 
would  chufe  to  retire  to  the  Ihore  i  and  their  gef- 
tures  appeared  not  lefs  extravagant  than  tlioic 
of  the  lame  people,  as  recited  by  Dr.  Hawkef- 
worth,  in  his  account  of  Captain  Cook's  Voy- 
age, of  which  circu-iiftance  the  readers  of  thefe 
volumes  is  already  apprifed  : — but  Monf.  Bou- 
gainville goes  beyond  the  Doftor,  in  the  co- 
louring of  this  fcene.  He  fays  that,  "  even 
*'  in  thole  countries  where  the  eafe  of  the  o-qI- 
"  den  age  is  Itill  in  ufe,  women  feem  leaft  to 
*'  defire  what  they  moll  wifli  for.** 

Be  this  as  it  may,  the  light  of  thefe  enchant- 
ing damfels  operated  very  powerfully  on  the  paf- 
fions  of  the  feamen  ;  and,  thus  fituated,  it  was 
no  eafy  matter  to  keep  to  their  duty,  four  hun- 
dred young  fellows,  v/ho  had  not  feen  a  woman 
for  half  a  year  before. 

Monf.  Bougainville  and  his  officers  did  all  in 
their  power  to  preferve  order  and  decorum, 
and  to  prevent  any  of  thefe  tempting  creatures 
from  coming  into  the  Ihip ;  but  tlieir  efforts 
were  unfuccefsful : — one  of  them,  notwith- 
ftanding  every  precaution,  got  on  board,  and 
took  her  ieat  on  the  quarter-deck,  near  a  hatch- 
way, which  was  open  to  give  air  to  fome  of  the 
crew  who  were  heaving  the  capftern.  She  had 
fcarcely  feated  herfelf,  when  Ihe  lee  fall  a  cloth 

that 
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that  covered  her,  with  an  air  of  negligencef 
and  appeared  at  once  the  Cyprian  goddefs,  to 
the  ravifhed  eyes  of  the  fpedators.  Both  fea- 
men  and  marines  now  eagerly  crouded  to  the 
hatchway  ;  and  the  capftcrn  was  heaved  with  a 
chearfiilnefs  and  expedition  never  known  on  any 
former  occafion. 

After  fome  time  the  officers  fuccecded  in 
bringing  the  crew  into  fome  kind  of  order; 
though,  as  Monf.  Bougainville  confefles,  they 
found  it  equally  difficult  to  rcftrain  the  ardor  of 
their  own  paffions.— The  Commodore's  Cook, 
having  eluded  the  vigilance  of  the  officers,  got 
from  the  fiiip,  and  having  feledtcd  a  miftrefs 
from  one  of  the  boats,  went  on  fhore  with  her  ; 
where  he  had  no  fooncr  arrived,  than  the  na- 
tives crouded  about  him,  and  pulled  off  all  his 
cioaths.  They  now  examined,  with  curious  at- 
tention, every  part  of  his  body,  while  he  flood 
trembling  under  their  hands,  in  continual  ap- 
prehenfion  of  being  murdered,  or  otherwife 
abufed :  but  his  fears  were  ill-founded  ;  for  they 
had  no  fooner  finiflied  the  examination.^  than 
they  gave  him  back  his  cioaths,  put  into  his 
pockets  feveral  things  which  they  had  taken  out 
of  them,  and  then  introduced  his  girl  to  him, 
urging,  that  he  would  gratify  thofe  paffions 
which  had  impelled  him  to  come  on  ffiore :  but 
alas !  their  perfuafions,  their  warmeft  intreaties, 
were  thrown  away  ; — his  fears  had  deftroyed  all 
ideas  of  love,  nor  could  even  the  enchanting 

beauty 
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beauty  of  his  miftrcfs  recal  them  :  the  natives 
were  obliged  to  take  him  back  to  the  fhip, 
where  he  told  Monf.  Bougainville,  that  he  had 
nothing  to  fear  from  his  anger,  for  he  had  late- 
ly fuffered  fuch  exquifite  mifery,  that  all  other 
punifhment  would  be  comparatively  light. 

Monf.  Bougainville  and  fome  of  his  officers 
now  went  on  Ihore  to  take  a  view  of  the  water- 
ing-place, and  were  no  fooner  landed,  than  the 
natives  flocked  around  them  in  prodigious  num- 
bers, regarding  them  with  looks  of  incxprefli- 
ble  curiofity  :  fome  of  them,  bolder  than  the 
refl,  came  and  touched  the  French,  and  put 
afide  their  cloaths,  to  find  if  they  were  formed 
like  themfelves.  The  happy  iflanders,  who 
wore  no  kind  of  arms,  teftified  great  pleafure 
at  this  vifit  of  our  voyagers. 

A  perfon,  who  appeared  to  be  the  principal 
man  among  the  Indians,  took  Monf.  Bougain- 
ville's party  to  his  houfe,  where  they  found  an 
old  man,  the  father  of  the  Chief,  and  feveral 
women.  Thefe  lafl:  paid  their  compliments  to 
the  ftrangers,  by  placing  their  hands  on  their 
breafts,  and  frequently  repeating  the  word 
*itayo.  The  old  man  was  a  truly  venerable  fi- 
gure, whofe  long  white  beard  and  hair  added 
dignity  to  his  perfon,  which  was  exceedingly 
graceful  and  well  formed.  He  had  none  of  the 
decrepitude  of  age,  no  wrinkles  on  his  face, 
and  his  body  was  nervous  and  flelhy. — The  be- 
haviour of  this  man  was  wholly  different  from 

that 
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that  of  all  the  reft  of  his  countrymen  ;  for  he 
cxprefled  no  fign  of  admiration  or  curiofity, 
left  the  room  without  returning  the  compli- 
ments of  his  vifitors,  and  with  an  air  that  tcf- 
tified  his  uneafmefs  at  their  arrival.  Monf, 
Bouc^ainville  even  imaoines,  that  he  feared  that 
a  nev.7  race  of  men  coming  to  fettle  on  the  iflandj 
might  difturb  that  happy  repofe  in  which  its  in- 
habitants had  hitherto  lived. 

The  houfe  of  the  Chief  was  about  twenty 
feet  in  v/idth,  and  eighty   in  length,  and  co- 
vered v^'ith  thatch,  from  which  hung  a  cylinder^ 
above  a  yard  long,  formed  of  the  twigs  of  the 
ozier,  and  adorned  with  black  feathers.     Two 
wooden    figures   were  obferved,  which   Monf. 
Bougainville  fays  were  idols,  and  that  one  of 
them  was  the  god  of  the  natives  -,  but  in  this 
he  muft  be  certainly  miftaken,  as  it  appears 
from  the  account  fmce  publiflied,  that  the  inha- 
bitants of  Otaheite    are    not   idolaters  : —  but 
from  almoft  every  part  of  his  volume  it  is  evi- 
dent, that  he  has  made  his  obfervations  very 
haftily,  and  given  a  decifive  opinion  on  fubjedts 
which  he  did  not  underftand,  and  which  he  took 
very  little  pains  to  examine. 

The  figure  which  our  author  took  for  the 
god,  was  fixed  upright  againft  one  of  the  pil- 
lars of  the  houfe,  and  over  againft  it  ftood  the 
other,  which  he  calls  the  goddefs,  leaning  a- 
gainft,  and  faftcned  to  the  reeds  which  form 
the  walls  of  the  houfe.     Thefe  figures  ftood  on 

pedeftals 
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pedeftals  of  hard,  black  wood,  about  two  yards 
high,  one  yard  in  circumference,  fhaped  like  a 
tower,  hollowed  out,  and  carved. 

The  Chief  having  directed  his  guefts  to  feat 
themfelves  on  a  grafs-plat  in  the  front  of  his 
houfe,  he  prefented  them  with  a  collation,  con- 
fifting  of  broiled  fifli,  water,  and  fruit.  While 
they  were  regaling  themfelves  he  produced  two 
collars,  formed  of  oziers,  and  adorned  with 
fhark's  teeth,  and  black  feathers.  Thefe  col- 
lars, which  refembled  the  prodigious  large  ruffs 
worn  by  the  French  in  the  reign  of  Francis  the 
Firft,  were  put  on  the  necks  of  Monf.  Bougain- 
ville, and  a  gentleman  of  his  party.  The  Chief 
having  likewife  prefented  our  author  with  fome 
pieces  of  cloth,  the  French  were  about  to  take 
their  leave  of  this  hofpitable  Indian,  when  one 
of  them  found  that  his  pocket  had  been  picked 
of  his  piftol ;  on  which  a  complaint  was  made 
to  the  Chief,  who  immediately  reprimanded 
feveral  of  his  houfhold,  and  would  have  fearched 
them  all ;  but  this  the  Commodore  would  not 
permit,  contenting  himfelf  with  intimating  to 
the  Chief,  that  -the  weapon  which  had  been 
ftolen  would  kill  the  thief. 

Monf.  Bougainville  was  attended  to  the  coaft 
by  the  Chief  and  his  wh^.le  family.  As  the 
company  pafTed  along,  they  obferved  an  Indian, 
remarkable  for  the  fine  proportion  and  fymme- 
try  of  his  figure,  reclined  at  the  foot  of  a  ti'ee, 
who  prevailed  on  the  French  to  fit  down  by 
H  h  him. 
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him,  and  fiing  them  an  excellent  fong,  to  th® 
flow  mufic  of  a  flute,  which  the  other  Indian 
blew  with  his  nofe.  Our  author  fays  this  fong 
was,  doubtkfs,  of  the  anacreontic  kind,  but 
he  afiigns  no  rcafon  for  this  opinion.  This  is 
defcribcd  as  a  mcft  delightful  fcene,  and  well 
worthy  the  pencil  of  the  limner. 

The  company  now  proceeded  to  their  boats, 
in  which  a  few  of  the  Indians  embarked,  and 
v.'ent  to  fpend  the  evening  and  fleep  on  board. 
The  iflanders  feemed  to  be  under  no  kind  of 
refiraint,  but  to  have  the  fulleft  confidence  in 
the  hofpitality  of  the  French^  who  treated  them 
in  a  very  elegant  manner,  and  concluded  the 
evening  with  a  band  of  mufic,  and  a  difplay  of 
fire-Vi/orks  •,  at  which,  however,  the  Indians, 
feemed  more  terrified  than  delighted. 

The  Chief  went  on  board  Monf.  Bougain- 
vilie's  Ihip  the  following  day,  and  took  with 
him  a  prefent  of  fome  fowls  and  a  hog:  he 
likewife  gave  a  full  proof  of  the  integrity  of 
his  heart,  by  returning  the  ilolen  piilol  ;  buE 
this  is  no  wonder  ;  it  may  hold  as  an  ahnoll  un- 
failing maxim,  that  "  the  generous  are  always 
"  jufc  i  that  the  knavifli  part  of  mankind  are  to 
"  be  found  among  the  fordid  and  avaricious.'* 
The  generous  foul  difdains  every  atSl  of  mean- 
nefs  i  and  it  is  certainly  an  a6t  of  meannefs  to 
detain  the  property  of  another.  Doubtlefs, 
the  hidory  of  mankind  will  afford  fome  inflan- 
ces  which  militate  very  ib'ongly  againil  this  ar- 
gument i 
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gnmenti    but  it  will  urually   be   found,    that 
^vhen  the  man  of  liberal  fentiments  has  detained 
what  he  knew  to  be  the  property  of  another, 
fuch  detenfion  has  arifen  from  the  extreme  pe- 
nury of  his  ov/n  circumllances. — We  have  in- 
llances  of  robberies  being  committed   on  the 
highway,   and  the  money  returned,  years  after 
the  perpetration  of  the  faft.     In  fuch  a  cafe, 
furely,  the  robber  muft  be  allowed  to  have  pof- 
feffed  an  honeft  heart,  even  while  he  was  vio- 
lating the  laws  of  his  country  ;  that  his  prin- 
ciples were  juft  and  generous ;  and  that  what 
he  conceived  to  be  a  cafe  of  extreme  neceflltv ; 
the  fupport  of  his  fmking  credit,  and  the  pre- 
ferving  a  beloved,  an  amiable  woman,  and  the 
dear  pledges  of  her  love,  from  inevitable  po- 
verty and  ruin,  was  the  occafion  of  his  takino- 
fo  unwarrantable  a  flep.     The  reader  will  cx- 
cufe  this  digreffion,  in  favour  .to  the   writer, 
who  conceived  that  it  arofe  naturally  from  the 
fubjed. 

The  name  of  the  Chief,  whofe  condufl  gave 
rife  to  the  above  reflexions,  was  Ereti,  who 
remained  on  board  feveral  hours,  and  then  went 
on  Ihore  with  Monf,  Bougainville,  who  by  this 
time  had  made  the  neceffary  preparations  for 
landing  the  fick,  and  filling  the  warer  cafi-cs. 

As  foon  as  the  boats  had  landed,  the  Com- 
modore fixed  on  a  fpot  on  the  borders  of  a  ri- 
vulet, where  he  gave  orders  for  the  forming  of 
a  camp,  for  the  protedion  as  well  of  the  fick 
H  h  2  men^ 
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men  and  their  attendants,  as  of  the  waterers, 
and  others,  whofe  bufinefs  might  call  them  on 
fhore. 

For  fome  time  Ereti  beheld  the  marines  un- 
der arms,  and  regarded  the  preparations  which 
were  making  to  form  the  camp,  without  any 
apparent  figns  of  uneafinefs,  and  then  took  his 
leave.  In  a  few  hours,  however,  he  returned, 
bringing  with  him  his  father,  and  fome  others 
of  the  moft  eminent  men  on  that  part  of  the 
ifland,  who  remonftrated  with  Monf.  Bougain- 
ville on  the  impropriety  and  injuftice  of  his 
taking  poflfefllon  of  their  country  j  at  the  fame 
time  intimating,  that  his  people  were  welcome 
to  be  on  the  ifland  during  the  day,  for  any  pe- 
riod of  time  he  might  think  proper,  but  in- 
filling, that  the  party  fliould  return  on  board 
every  night.  The  Commodore,  on  the  con- 
trary, as  peremptorily  infifted  that  he  would 
form  the  encampment,  and  endeavoured  to 
convince  the  Indians  how  necefiary  it  was  that 
he  fhould  do  fo,  in  order  to  procure  wood  and 
water,  and  to  have  the  better  opportunity  of 
trafficking  with  the  iflanders. 

The  Indians  now  retired,  and  held  a  con- 
ference on  the  occafion,  at  the  clofe  of  which 
Ereti  came  to  Monf.  Bougainville,  and  defired 
to  know  whether  the  French  propofed  to  take 
up  their  refidence  on  the  ifland  for  life  ;  and,  if 
not,  how  long  they  intended  to  ftay. — In  anfwer 
to  this,    the  Commodore  put  eighteen  fmall 

ftones 
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ftones  into  his  hands,  intimating,  that  he  fliould 
remain  there  only  fo  manys  days.  Hereupon  a 
third  council  was  held,  the  refultof  which  was, 
that  an  elderly  man,  of  great  authority,  was 
deputed  to  wait  on  the  Commodore,  and  en- 
deavour to  prevail  on  him  to  depart  in  nine 
days  •,  which  however  he  pofitively  refufed  ta 
do,  and  thus  the  matter  ended. 

From  this  period  the  iflanders  became  again 
eafy  and  happy.  Ereti  complimented  Monf. 
Bougainville  with  the  ufe  of  a  large  building, 
that  had  been  ereded  on  the  fide  of  the  rivu- 
let, for  the  purpofe  of  laying  up  the  Indian 
boats,  which  were  inllantly  removed,  at  the 
command  of  the  Chief.  Under  this  building 
tents  were  put  up  for  the  accommodation  of 
the  fick,  and  other  tents  for  various  ufes.  A 
fufficient  number  of  mulkets  were  carried  on 
fhore,  to  arm  thirty  marines,  all  the  workmen, 
and  even  the  invalids,  in  cafe  of  neceffity. 

Monf.  Bougainville  pafled  the  firfl:  night  on 
fhore,  in  company  with  Ereti,  who  added  his 
fupper  to  that  of  the  Commodore,  invited  a 
few  felett  friends  to  partake  of  the  repail,  and 
gave  orders  that  a  croud  of  Indians,  whofe 
curiofity  had  brought  them  to  the  fpot,  fhould 
be  difperfed.  He  then  defired  to  fee  fome 
fire-works,  which  he  beheld  with  a  mixture  of 
pleafure  and  ailonifhment.  Late  in  the  evening 
he  fent  for  one  of  his  wives,  who  flept  in  the 
tent  allotted  to  the  ufe  of  the  Prince  of  Naffau. 

Monf. 
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Monf.  Bougainville  fays,  that  this  woman  wag 
ugly  and  old  ;  but  how  does  he  know  that  Ihe 
was  not  the  only  wife  of  Ereti  ?  It  does  not  fol- 
low,  becaufe  a  number  of  women  were  feen 
on  the  firfl:  vifit  at  the  houfe  of  this  Chief,  that 
he  was  married  to  them  all.  They  might  be 
daughters,  fifters,  aunts,  nieces,  or  coufins, 
for  any  thing  that  could  be  known  to  the  con- 
trary, by  people  who  had  not  learnt  three  words 
of  the  language  of  the  natives. 

The  camp  was  compleated  on  the  following 
day,  and  the  building  entirely  enclofcd,  except 
at  one  entrance,  where  a  guard  was  conftantly 
llationed.  None  of  the  Indians  were  admitted 
into  this  building  but  Ereti,  and  his  friends  of 
both  fexes.  A  croud  of  people  were  conltantly 
about  the  place,  but  they  made  way  for  any  one 
who  had  permifiion  to  enter,  on  the  motion  of 
a  fmall  flick  which  a  Frenchman  held  in  his 
hand.  To  this  place  the  natives  afiembled 
from  all  quarters,  bringing  poultry,  hogs,  fifli, 
fruit,  and  cloth  -,  in  exchange  for  which  they 
received  buttons,  beads,  tools,  nails,  and  trin- 
kets of  various  kinds,  on  which  they  appeared 
to  fet  a  high  value. 

Thefe  benevolent  iflanders  vied  with  each 
other  which  fhould  oblige  their  vifitors  moil; 
and  when  the  French  were  obferved  coUeding 
Ihells,  and  gathering  plants,  a  number  of  wo- 
men and  children  inftantly  employed  themfelves 

in 
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in  the  fame  manner,  bringing  the  fame  plants, 
in  great  abundance,  and  variety  of  fine  Iliells. 

Monf.  Bougainville  now  applied  to  Ereti, 
for  information  where  he  might  cut  wood,  and 
was  directed  to  the  mountains,  where  the  hard 
wood  grows,  the  low  lands  producing  only  a 
gum-tree,  and  fruit- trees  of  various  kinds. 
The  Chief  even  marked  the  trees  which  were 
proper  for  cutting,  and  pointed  out  the  fide  on 
which  they  Ihould  be  felled. 

The  iQanders  afllfted  our  adventurers  in  cut- 
ting the  wood,  and  carrying  it  down  to  the 
boats,  and  likewife  helped  them  to  fill  water, 
and  roll  the  cafks  to  the  coafl.  For  thefe  fer- 
vices  they  received  a  number  of  nails,  propor- 
tioned to  the  induilry  they  had  exerted :  but 
it  was  neceflary  for  the  French  to  be  conftantly 
on  their  guard,  to  prevent  their  thieving  the  ar- 
ticles which  were  brought  on  fhore ;  nor  were 
even  their  pockets  fafe  from  the  depredations  of 
thefe  people,  who,  Monf  Bougainville  fays, 
are  as  ingenious  in  the  art,  as  the  pick-pockets 
of  Europe  j  which  is  certainly  no  great  compli- 
ment to  the  people  of  Ctaheite. 

Monf.  Bougainville  fuppofes,  that  thefe 
iflanders  do  not  rob  each  other,  as  none  of  their 
effedls  were  kept  under  locks  and  keys  i  and  he 
attributes  their  frequent  attempts  to  rob  the 
French  to  an  infatiable  curiofity  for  articles  which 
they  had  never  before  feen.  Guards  were  lla- 
tioned,  and  patroks  appointed,  to  protect  the 

French 
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French  property  5  notwithftanding  which,  the 
ifianders  found  means  to  fteal  feveral  things, 
and  they  even  pelted  the  guards  with  Hones. 
Thefe  free-booters  hid  themfelves  in  a  marfh  be- 
hind the  camp,  which  was  overgrown  with 
reeds :  but  a  part  of  this  marfh  was  cleared, 
by  order  of  the  Commodore,  who  diredled,  that 
when  any  more  thieves  were  feen,  they  fhould 
be  fired  at.  Ereti  even  hinted,  that  this  mea- 
fure  was  necefTary  i  but,  pointing  to  his  own 
houfe,  feemed  very  folicitous  that  Monf.  Bou- 
gainville would  not  fire  that  way.  Orders  were 
now  given  for  fome  of  the  fhips  boats  to  an- 
chor before  the  camp,  and  point  their  fwivel 
guns  fo  as  to  protedt  it. 

The  article  of  thieving  excepted,  every  Other 
intercourfe  between  the  French  and  Indians  was 
carried  on  in  the  moft  harmonious  manner.  The 
feamen  made  feveral  incurfions  into  the  ifland, 
unarmed,  fometimes  in  fmall  parties,  and  fome- 
times  fingly  :  when  the  natives  invited  them 
into  their  houfes,  gave  them  provifions,  and  pre- 
fented  the  young  damfels  to  their  embraces.  On 
thefe  occafions  the  hut  was  inllantly  crouded 
with  numbers  of  both  fexes,  who  furrounded 
the  young  lovers,  and  eyed  them  with  looks  of 
the  mod  intenfe  curiofity.  Leaves  and  fiowers 
were  immediately  ftrewed  on  the  ground,  and 
while  fome  played  on  flutes,  others  fang  a  kind 
of  fong  facred  to  the  Cyprian  goddefs. 

Monf. 
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Monf.  Bougainville's  pifture  of  thefe  fcenes 
is  rather  over-charged  ;  but  the  pen  of  the  hif- 
torian  Ihould  be  guided  by  truth.  "  Here 
"  Venus  (fays  he)  is  the  goddefs  of  hofpitality ; 
•*  her  worfliip  does  not  admit  of  any  myfteries? 
**  and  every  tribute  paid  to  her  is  a  feaft  for  the 
**  whole  nation." 

The  people  of  Otaheite  feemed  aftoniflied  at 
the  embarrafTment  of  fome  of  the  Frenchmen 
on  thefe  occafions :  but  Monf.  Bougainville  is 
of  opinion,  that  there  was  not  a  man  of  the 
whole  crew  who  had  not  got  the  better  of  the 
European  delicacy,  by  making'  a  public  facri- 
fice  at  the  altar  of  Venus.  If  this  opinion  be 
well  founded,  the  poor  Cook,  whofe  cafe  has 
been  related,  muft  have  wonderfully  recovered 
of  his  fright,  before  the  Commodore  left  the 
ifland. — Surely  thefe  intrepid  fubjedts  of  Louis 
the  Fifteenth  muft  have  been  blefl:  with  the 
moft  vigorous  confiitutions  in  the  univerfe,  or 
have  been  curfed  with  the  moft  unblulhing  im- 
pudence of  face !  That  many  of  the  crew 
fliould  have  got  the  better  of  all  regard  for  de- 
cency, is  not  to  be  wondered  at ;  but  that  there 
Ihould  not  be  one  Frenchman  out  of  four  hun- 
dred who  could  refift  the  temptation  of  thus 
publickly  proftituting  himfelf,  is  very  aftonifti- 
ing.  But  vanity  is  conftitutional  in  a  Parifian, 
and  rather  than  not  facrifice  at  her  ftirine,  he 
will  be  content  to  rob  himfcif  of  his  own 
good  name. 

I  i  It 
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It  may  fairly  be  concluded,  that  if  every  man 
gave  thefe  public  proofs   of  his  prowefs,  the 
Commodore  himfelf  made  one  of  the  number, 
a  naked  fpeclacle  to  the  laughing  Indians  !  But 
perhaps  Monf.  Bougainville  was  honoured  in 
the  embraces  of  one  of  Ereti's  v;ives  ;  in  which 
cafe  it  is  prefumed,  that  the  fond  couple  were 
furrounded  only  by  the  royal  family,  and  the 
lords  and  ladies  of  the  Court.     Doubtlefs,  an 
extraordinary  band   of  mufic  mufl  have  been 
provided  on  thefe  folemn    occafions,  and   the 
bell;  nofe-flute-players  on  the  ifland  mufl  have 
been  engaged   as  performers.     What  pity  it  is 
that  our   gallant  philofophical,  nautical,  war- 
like Amorofo,  has  omitted  a  defcription  of  one 
of  thefe  charming  fcenes !    A   print  of  it,  too, 
would  have  done  honour  to  fome  ingenious  en- 
graver of  Paris,  and   it  would  doubtlefs  have 
promoted  the  fale  of  a  work  fo  admirably  cal- 
culated for  the  meridian  of  Verfailles.      The 
doating;  monarch  would  have  fubfcribed  liberal- 
ly,  while  the  lafcivious  Barre  would  have  ex- 
tolled to  the  very  fkies  the  writer's  happy  talent 
at  defcription.     Who  knows  too,  but  that  the 
French  Ambafiador  might  have  introduced  the 
work  among  the  circle  at  St.  James's  ;  and  thus 
have  promoted  the  caufe  of  libertinifm  fo  far, 
that  not  one  of  the  nobility  of  the  fucceeding 
generation  fliould  be  the  real  child  of  his  reput- 
ed father. 

To 
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To  be  ferious  ;  this  is  ftrange  fluff,  even  for 
a  French  hiftorian  to  write;  nor  would  we  have 
copied  it,  but  that  our  engagements  to  the  pub- 
lic compelled  us  to  give  iVIonf.  Bougainville's 
Voyage ;  and  Monf.  Bougainville  mud  be  an- 
fwerable  for  all  its  faults. 

Happy  ought  Englifhmen  to  think  them- 
felves ;  particularly  thofe  of  the  middling  and 
lower  clafles,  among  whom  marriage  is  ftill 
held  in  fome  fort  of  efteem.  Long  may  it  be 
fo  held,  for  the  honour  of  legal  love,  the  fecu- 
rity  of  property,  and  the  fake  of  thofe  tender 
ties,  by  which  relations  are  held  in  the  bond  of 
friendlhip  1 

Hail  wedded  love,  myfterious  law,  true  fourcc 
Of  human  offspring,  fole  propriety 
In  Paradife  of  all  things  common  elfe. 
By  thee  aduk'rous  lull  was  driven  from  men. 
Among  the  beflial  herds  to  range  ;  by  thee 
Founded  in  reafon,  loyal,  jufl,  and  pure. 
Relations  dear,  and  all  the  charities 
Of  father,  fon,  and  brother,  firfl  were  known. 

Milton. 

Monf.  Bougainville  now  proceeds  to  a  dc- 
fcription  of  the  beauties  of  the  interior  parts  of 
the  ifland.  Pie  has  often  walked  out,  with  on- 
ly a  few  attendants,  and  arrived  at  places  en- 
chanting beyond  the  power  of  pen  or  pencil  to 
paint.  Trees  abounding  with  fruit  of  the  moft 
I  i  z  delicious 
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delicious  kinds,  v/ere  frequently  found  on  mea- 
dows interfeded  by  rivulets,  which  gave  aa 
agreeable  coolnefs  to  the  air.  On  thefe  enchant- 
ing fpots  numbers  of  the  natives  revel  in  the 
profufive  gifts  of  nature,  unincumbered  with 
the  cares  of  the  bufy  world.  Our  author  met 
with  many  little  focieties,  repofing  at  their  eafe> 
under  the  fhade  of  trees,  who  welcomed  the 
ftrangers  in  the  rnofl;  friendly  manner.  Thofe 
he  faw  on  his  way  made  room  for  his  paflage, 
with  a  degree  of  civility  that  would  have  done 
honour  to  the  moft  polilhed  European  j  and  in 
every  place  he  found  evident  marks  of  the  con- 
tent and  happinefs  of  the  people  ;  while  he  was 
treated  with  the  utmoft  hofpitality. 

Monf.  Bougainville  gave  Ereti  fome  ducks 
and  geefe,  and  a  couple  of  turkies,  that  he 
might  raifc  a  breed  of  thofe  birds.  He  like  wife 
prefented  him  with  fome  garden  feeds,  and  ad- 
vifed  him  to  cultivate  fome  ground  in  the  Eu- 
ropean manner ;  and  a  fpot  being  fixed  on  by 
the  French,  it  was  enclofed,  and  feveral  of  the 
crew  employed  in  digging  it.  The  natives 
were  much  pleafed  with  the  implements  of  gar- 
dening, and  happy  in  having  wheat,  barley, 
oatsj  rice,  &c.  put  into  the  ground  ;  as  were 
likewife  onions,  and  a  variety  of  pot-herbs. 
The  Commodore  is  of  opinion,  that  his  gene- 
rofity  in  this  particular  will  not  be  thrown  away, 
as  the  people  of  Otaheite  fcem  to  have  a  taile 
for  agriculture  j  and  he  thinks  they  might  foon 

be 
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be   brought  to  cultivate,  in  a  proper  mannd- 
the  fineft  foil  in  the  world :  they  have  indeed  a 
fort  of  kitchen  gardens  near  their  huts,  which 
produce  yams,  potatoes,  and  other  edible  roots. 

Soon  after  the  camp  was  formed,  the  Com- 
modore was  vifited  on  board  the  fhip  by  'Toutaay 
the  Chief  of  a  diftrid  near  that  of  Ereti,  who 
was  a  very  tall  man,  and  moft  admirably  well 
made,  he  was  attended  by  feveral  gentlemen, 
hardly  one  of  whom  was  lefs  than  fix  feet  in 
height.  Toutaa  brought  with  him  cloth,  hogs, 
fowls  and  fruit,  which  he  prefented  to  Monf. 
Bougainville,  who  complimented  him  with 
fome  filk  {luffs,  trinkets,  nails,  &c. 

Toutaa  invited  Monf.  Bougainville  to  his 
houfe,  v/here,  in  the  midft  of  a  large  alfcn^- 
bly,  he  prefented  him  with  a  fine  young  girl, 
whom  the  Commodore  conjedlures  to  have  been 
one  of  his  wives  ;  and  the  muficians  initantly 
began  the  bridal  hymn  : — but  our  author  does 
not  fay  what  farther  paffed  on  the  occafion. 

One  of  the  Indians  happening  to  be  kil- 
led, his  countrymen  complained  to  Monf. 
Bougainville  of  this  violation  of  the  rights 
of  hofpitality.  The  dead  body  being  con- 
veyed to  one  of  the  huts,  fome  perfons  were 
fent  to  examine  it,  when  it  appeared,  that 
he  had  fell  by  a  gun-fhot  wound  j  on  v/hich  all 
pcflible  enquiry  was  made  after  the  offender, 
but  he  could  not  be  difcovered  ;  and  how  he 
came  to  be  fliot  remained  a  myftery ;  for  Monf. 
Bougainville  fays,  that  none  of  the  crew  had 

that 
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■  hat  day  left  the  fhip  with  fire-arms,  nor  had 
any  of  thofe  on  fhore  been  permitted  to  leave 
the  camp.  It  was  evident,  however,  that  the 
natives  in  general  conceived  their  countryman 
to  have  been  the  aggreflbr ;  for  their  dealings 
with  the  Europeans  were  not  intermitted  -,  but 
fonie  few  of  them  moved  off  their  furniture 
to  the  mountains,  and  even  the  houfe  of  Ereti 
was  (tripped  ;  but  a  few  prefents  from  the  Com- 
modore regained  his  friendfhip  and  efteem. 

Early  in  the  morning  of  the  12th  the  cable 
of  the  Boudeufe  parting,  that  fhip  ran  foul  of 
the  Etoile,  but  the  veffels  were  happily  got 
clear  of  each  other,  before  any  damage  had 
been  fullained.  A  boat  was  now  Tent  to  found 
for  fome  convenient  paffage,  as  the  fhips  v/ere 
in  evident  danger  of  being  driven  on  Ihore : 
and  at  this  unfortunate  jundure  news  arrived, 
that  three  of  the  Indians  had  been  either  mur- 
dered or  wounded  in  their  huts  j  and  that,  in 
confequence  of  this  unhappy  circumflance,  a 
general  terror  had  feized  the  inhabitants.  The 
women,  children,  and  old  men,  had  fled  up  the 
country,  taking  their  effects  with  them,  and 
even  carrying  off  the  bodies  of  the  deceafed. 
The  Commodore,  on  receiving  this  intelligence, 
went  on  fhore,  and  feleding  four  marines,  on 
whom  refted  the  fufpicion  of  having  perpetra- 
ted this  foul  deed,  he  ordered  them  to  be  put 
into  irons  in  the  prefence  of  Ereti,  a  circumflance 
that  re- conciliated  the  affedion  of  the  Indians. 

Monf. 
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Monf.  Bougainville,  apprehenfive  that  the  na- 
tives might  revenge  tlie  injury  they  had  fuftained 
in  the  perfons  of  their  countrymen,  fpent  a  con- 
fiderable  part  of  the  night  at  the  camp,  and 
gave  orders  for  a  reinforcement  of  the  guards.-' 
It  is  true,  that  the  fituation  of  the  French  was 
every  way  fo  advantageous,  that,  in  all  proba- 
bility, they  might  have  been  an  over- match 
for  the  united  forces  oi  the  natives.  The  niffht, 
however,  was  fpent  in  perfed  repofe,  cxcepc 
fome  flight  alarms,  occafioned  by  thieving  in- 
terlopers. 

The  Commodore's  concern  arofe  more  from 
the  apprehended  iofs  of  his  fliips,  than  from 
any  hoftile  efforts  that  might  be  made  by  the 
Indians.  After  ten  at  night  the  wind  blew  vio- 
lently ;  the  fea  fwelled  to  an  enormous  height ; 
the  rain  defcended  in  torrents,  and  the  whole 
fcene  was  tempeftuous  in  a  high  degree. 

Monf.  Bougainville  went  on  board  foon  after 
midnight,  when  a  violent  fquall  of  wind  was 
driving  the  (hips  towards  the  Ihore.  Providen- 
tially the  ftorm  was  foon  over,  and  a  breeze  from 
the  (hore  prevented  the  veffels  being  ftranded. 

About  day-break  another  cable,  and  the  haw- 
fer  of  the  Boudeufe  parted,  when  fhe  was  almoft 
clofe  on  the  fliore,  on  which  the  furges  beat 
with  unremitting  fury.  At  this  time  too,  as 
an  aggravation  of  their  misfortunes,  the  buoys 
of  the  anchors,  were  miffing  j  but  it  is  doubt- 
ful 
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ful  whether  the  natives  had  flolen  them,  of 
whether  they  had  funk. 

Some  little  time  before  noon  another  cable 
parted,  and  the  Boudeufe  drove  towards  the 
ihore.  They  now  let  go  their  fheet  anchor, 
but  it  could  be  of  no  fervice  to  them,  as  they 
were  fo  near  the  breakers,  that  the  fhip  mud 
have  ftranded  before  a  fufficient  length  of  ca- 
ble could  have  been  veered  out,  to  have  given 
the  anchor  time  to  reach  the  bottom.  Thus 
fituated,  within  a  moment  of  defpair,  a  wind 
off  fliore  operated  in  their  favour;  yet  this 
wind  foon  changed,  though  not  till  it  had  en- 
abled them  to  get  at  a  diftance  from  the  fhore, 
by  the  help  of  a  hawfer,  from  a  llream-anchor 
of  the  Etoile,  which  fliip  happening  to  be  an- 
chored in  firmer  ground  than  the  Boudeufe, 
was,  under  providence,  the  great  means  of 
faving  that  veffel  and  her  crew  from  deflruclion. 
On  occafion  of  this  fmgular  efcape,  Monf. 
Bougainville  pays  a  grateful  compliment  to 
Monf.  de  la  Giraudais,  the  Commander  of  the 
Etoile,  to  whofe  friendfhip  and  abilities  he 
deems  himfelf  greatly  indebted  for  the  prefer- 
vation  of  the  Boudeufe. 

Soon  after  daylight  it  was  obferved,  that  the 
camp  was  totally  deftitute  of  its  uiual  vifitors : 
not  an  Indian  was  to  be  feen  near  it,  nor  even 
a  fingle  boat  failing  on  the  river.  The  natives 
had  quitted  their  houfes,  and  the  whole  coun- 
try appeared  to  be  depopulated.    The  prince 

of 
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t>f  Naflau  now  went  on  fliore  with  a  finall 
party,  and,  atabout  three  miles  from  the  camp, 
found  Ereti,  with  a  confiderable  number  of 
h;s  fiibjefls.  "When  the  Chief  recollefled  the 
Prince,  he  advanced  towards  him  with  a  mixed 
countenance,  exprefTive  of  hope  and  terror. 

Many   v/omen  were  now  with   Ereti,    who 
dropping  on  their  knees  at  the  feet  ot  the  Prince 
killed  his  hands,  and,  bathed  in  tears,  exclaim- 
ed, TayOj  mate? 

You  are  our  friends,  and  you  kill  us ! — 

The  Prince  fucceeded  in  his  endeavours  to 
infpire  them  with  frefh  confidence  ;  and  Monf. 
Bougainville  had  the  pleafure  of  obferving, 
from  on  board,  by  the  help  of  his  glafies,  that 
the  natives  hailened  to  the  camp,  carrying  with 
them  fowls,  fruits,  &c.  fo  that  there  could  be 
no  doubt  but  that  peace  was  re-eflablifhed. 

The  Commodore  inftantiy  left  the  lliip,  and 
taking  with  him  a  quantity  of  fiik  fluffs,  and  a 
variety  of  other  articles,  he  prefented  them  to 
the  principal  perfons,  intimating  how  unhappy 
he  was  on  account  of  the  misfortune  which  had 
happened,  and  afiuringthem,  that  the  perpetra- 
tors of  fo  foul  a  deed  fiiould  not  efcape  un- 
punifhed. — The  grateful  Indians  carefTed  the 
Commander;  the  natives  in  general  were  hap- 
py that  peace  was  reftored,  and  the  market  foon 
became  more  crouded  than  ever  •,  fo  that,  in 
two  days  only,  more  refrefhments  were  brought 
in  than  had  been  before,  and  the  whole  place 
K  k  had 
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had  the  appearance  of  a  fair.  The  Indians 
now  requefted  to  fee  fome  mufkets  fired  •,  but 
were  not  a  little  alarmed,  when  they  found 
that  the  animals  fired  at  were  inftantly  killed. 

The  boat  which  the  Commodore  had  fent  to 
found  having  found  an  excellent  pafTage  to  the 
northward,  the  Etoile  failed  on  the  14th,  and 
being  got  iafe  without  the  reefj  her  Commander 
fent  the  boat  to  the  Boudeufe,  in  which  was  an 
ofBcer,  who  having  furveyed  the  pafTage,  and 
conduced  the  Etoile  to  a  place  of  fafety,  re- 
turned to  take  the  fame  care  of  Monf,  Bou- 
gainville's Ihip. 

The  crew  of  the  Boudeufe  now  laboured 
incelTantly  in  compleating  her  flock  of  water, 
and  in  bringing  her  efFefts  on  board.  The 
Commodore  took  pofTeiTion  of  the  ifland,  for 
his  Sovereign,  by  an  infcription  carved  on  an 
oak  plank,  and  burying  in  a  bottle,  near  the 
building  they  had  occupied,  a  writing,  con- 
taining; the  names  of  the  feveral  ofHcers  con- 
cerned  in  this  expedition :  and  this  method  he 
followed  invariably,  at  all  the  places  he  difco- 
vered  in  the  courfe  of  his  voyage. 

The  Boudeufe  fct  fail  early  in  the  morning 
of  the  15th,  and  the  Commodore  congratulated 
himfelf  on  having  got  clear  of  the  reefs,  when 
the  wind  fuddenly  dying  away,  the  tide,  and  a 
fv/elling  fea  drove  the  (hip  violently  towards 
the  rocks,  on  which  (lie  mufl  have  been  in- 
ftantly  dalhed  in  pieces,  and  every  man   on 

board 


ROUND    THE    WORLD.     251 

board  have  perifhed,  except  tlie  few  who  could 
fwim  remarkably  well.  At  this  moment,  when 
ihe  was  ready  to  ftrike  on  the  rocks,  providen- 
tially a  weftern  breeze  fprang  up,  and,  in 
about  two  hours,  conveyed  our  voyagers  clear 
of  all  thofe  dangers  they  had  dreaded. 

Monf.  Bougainville  joined  the  Etoile  before 
the  evening,  and  a  itrong  gale  fpringing  up 
about  midnight,  they  let  all  their  fails,  and  loon 
got  perfectly  clear  of  the  coafl. 

Our  author  now  defcribes,  in  very  aftecling 
terms,  what  palfed  at  his  taking  leave  of  the 
people  of  Otaheite  ;  and  we  ilvAl  endeavour 
not  to  fall  fliort  of  the  original,  in  the  tender- 
nefs  of  the  defcription ;  convinced  that  the 
Englifh  language  is  at  ieaft  as  well  adapted  for 
the  pathetic,  as  the  French,  or  any  other  Eu- 
ropean tongue. 

Soon  after  the  dawn  of  the  morning,  when 
the  Indians  obferved  that  their  vifitors  were 
making  preparations  for  their  departure,  Ereti 
came  haftily  on  board,  in  the  firit  boat  that 
■was  ready.  He  now  clafped  in  his  arms,  em- 
braced, and  wept  over  thofe  new-made  ac- 
quaintance, whom  he  was  about  to  part  with 
for  ever. — This  fcene  w«is  fcarcely  ended,  when 
a  larger  boat,  in  which  were  the  wives  of  this 
generous  Chief,  came  along-fide  the  fliip,  laden 
with  a  variety  of  refrefliments. 

This  vcffel  likewife  brought  oft  the  Indian^ 

\vhOj  on  their  firIt  arrival,  had  flept  on  board 

K  k  2  the 
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the  Etoile.  This  man  was  called  Aotourou, 
Ereti  prefented  him  to  Monf.  Bougainville,  inti- 
mating his  determined  refolution  to  fail  with 
the  flrangers,  and  intreating  permifTion  that  he 
might  do  fo.  This  requell  being  complied  with, 
Ereti  prefented  him  to  the  officers  refpedively* 
faying,  that  he  truftcd  a  well-beloved  friend,  to 
the  care  and  protcdion  of  friends  equally  be- 
loved. 

Ereti  having  accepted  fome  prefents,  return- 
ed to  the  boat,  in  which  were  a  number  of 
weeping  beauties,  made  Hill  more  lovely  by 
their  tears.  —  With  him  went  Aotourou,  to 
take  a  melancholy  leave  of  a  lovely  damfel,  the 
dear  object  of  his  regard.  He  took  three  pearls 
from  his  ears,  which  he  delivered  as  a  love- 
token  to  the  defponding  beauty  j  embraced  her 
affedionately,  tore  himfelf  from  her  arms,  and 
left  it  to  time  and  tears,  to  reftore  her  ferenity 
of  mind. — Who  that  reads  this  narrative  can 
fuppofe,  that  an  Indian  has  iefs  dignity  of  fcui 
than  an  European  1 

Monf  Bougainville  now  proceeds  to  a  defcrip- 
tion  of  the  ifland  of  Otaheite,  with  an  account 
of  the  manners  and  charaders  of  its  inhabi- 
tants ;  and  in  this  part  of  his  hiftory  we  fiiaii 
trace  him  with  the  pen  of  accuracy. 

There  is  a  fine  bay,  about  ten  miles  in  depth, 
between  a  cape,  which  advances  to  tlie  north, 
and  the  fouth-eaft-  point  of  the  ifland.  Towards 
the  bottom  of  this  bay  the  coaft  i?  ainiuft  level, 

and 
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and  this  part  appears  to  be  the  befl:  peopled,  as 
well  as  the  mofl  agreeable  part  of  the  country. 
In  a  paflage  between  the  two  moft  northerly 
iflands,  there  is  good  anchorage  for  thirty  vef- 
fels.  The  reft  of  the  coaft  is  mountainous  land, 
and  in  mofr  places  is  encompafled  by  reefs  of 
rocks,  fome  of  which  are  almoft  covered  by 
the  Tea,  while  others  are  leftfufficiently  dellitute 
of  water  to  be  confidered  as  iflands.  On  thefe 
the  natives  kindle  fires  every  night,  that  the 
crews  of  their  boats  may  fifli  in  fafety.  Between 
thefe  rocks  are  fpaces,  through  which  a  fliip 
may  enter,  but  will  find  it  difficult  to  get  an- 
chorage. 

.  The  mountains  at  a  diftance  from  the  coaft 
are  much  higher  than  it  is  ufual  for  hills  to  be 
in  countries  of  no  greater  extent.  Thefe,  being 
covered  with  verdure  and  fruits  of  various 
beautiful  and  delicious  kinds,  afford  the  richeft 
profpe6t  that  the  imagination  can  form  an  idea 
of.  Springs,  ifTuing  from  the  mountains,  form 
themfelves  into  rivulets,  which  meandring 
through  the  country,  ferve  at  once  to  fertilize 
and  adorn  ir. 

On  the  level  parts  of  the  ifiand  the  houfes 
are  ereded,  under  the  fhade  of  fruit  trees  ;  not 
in  regular  towns  or  villages,  but  feparately,  and 
where  the  fancy  of  the  owner  fhail  fix  the  fpot. 
Public  walks,  kept  in  the  neateft  order,  lead 
from  one  refidence  to  another,  throughout  the 

ifjand. 
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ifland,  fo  that  the  whole  appears  one  fcene  of 
enchanted  ground. 

The  principal  fruits  of  the  ifland  are  plan- 
tains, cocoa-nuts,  yams,  curaffol  okras,  and 
the  bre^d-fruit,  Indico  and  fugar-canes  grow 
wild-,  and  two fubftances proper  for  dying,  one 
red  and  the  other  yellow,  was  found  among 
the  natives  ;  but  Monf.  Bougainville  could 
not  learn  from  what  vegetable  they  were  pro- 
duced. 

While  Aotourou  was  on  board  the  Boudeufe, 
it  appeared,  that  he  was  acquainted  with  many 
of  the  plants  and  fruits  in  the  pofTeffion  of  the 
French,  which  he  called  by  their  Indian  names. 
Indeed,  the  fame  produftions  are  common  to 
moft  countries  within  the  tropics. 

The  natives  ufe  the  cedar- wood,  which  grows 
on  the  mountains,  for  the  conftruftion  of  the 
largeft  boats  -,  and  they  make  a  fort  of  pikes, 
of  a  very  heavy  black  wood.  Their  fmaller 
boats  are  m.ade  of  the  Vv'ood  of  the  bread  fruit 
tree,  which  is  extremely  loft,  and  full  of  gum. 

The  ifland  of  Otaheite  produces  very  rich 
pearls,  which  are  worn  by  the  women  and  chil-. 
dren  •,  but  thefe  were  fecreted  almoft  as  foon 
as  the  French  landed,  and  were  feen  no  more 
during  their  ftay.  A  fort  of  caftanets,  inftru- 
ments  ufed  by  the  Indian  dancers,  are  formed 
cut  of  the  fhells  of  the  pearl-oyfters. 

The  only  quadrupedes  it^en  on  the  ifland 
v\,'ere  hogs,    fmall    but  handfoaie  dogs ;   and 

ratsj 
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rats  J  the  laft  of  which  are  very  numerous. 
Of  winged  animals  there  are  parroquets  of 
cxquifite  beauty,  the  feathers  of  which  are  red 
and  blue,  moll  happily  blended:  pidgeons, 
rather  larger  than  ours,  of  a  deep  blue  colour, 
and  moll  delicate  tafte  :  and  common  domellic 
poultry,  differing  in  no  refpe6l  from  thofe  of 
Europe.  The  hogs  and  fowls  teed  on  plantains, 
only,  fo  that  the  purity  of  their  food  mufl  en- 
fure  the  goodnefs  of  the  meat. 

Monf.  Bougainville  obtained,  by  his  trafEck 
with  the  natives,  about  140  hogs,  and  more 
than  eight  hundred  fowls ;  and  he  might  have 
procured  much  larger  numbers,  if  his  flay  had 
been  longer. 

No  venomous  animals  were  feen  on  this  illand, 
nor  any  of  thofe  noxious  infects,  which  are 
common  to,  and  are  the  greatefl  curfe  of,  hot 
climates. 

There  can  remain  no  doubt  of  the  falubrity 
of  the  air  of  Otaheite  •,  for  though  the  French 
laboured  hard  all  day  in  the  heat  of  the  fun, 
and  were  frequently  in  the  Vv'ater,  and  flepc 
all  night  in  the  open  air,  on  the  bare  ground, 
not  a  fmgle  perfon  contracted  any  diibrder ; 
while  thofe  who  were  landed  for  the  cure 
of  the  fcurvy  recovered  very  fad,  and 
many  of  them  acquired  fo  much  ftrength, 
that  their  cure  was  perfeded  on  board  the 
iliips. 

Our 
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Our  author  mentions,  as  an  undoubted  proof* 
of  the  healthinefs  of  the  climate,  the  ftrength 
of  its  inhabitants,  who  grow  to  an  extreme 
old  age,  without  feeling  any  of  its  inconve- 
niences, though  they  fleep  only  on  a  few  leaves, 
itrewed  on  the  ground,  in  huts  ill  adapted  to 
defend  them  from  the  inclemencies  of  the, 
weather. 

The  chief  articles  of  food  among  the  natives 
are  filli  and  vegetables.  Flelli  is  feldom  eaten 
^ven  by  grown  perfons;  and  by  the  young  women 
and  children  never.  Their  drink  is  pure  water ; 
and  from  this  temperance  doubtlefs  arifes,  in  a 
great  meafure,  that  freedom  from  difeafe,  which 
is  one  of  their  greateil  bleffings.  Thefe  people 
•were  averfe  to  the  tafte  and  fmell  of  every 
thing  ftrong  -,  particularly  tobacco,  fpices, 
brandy  and  v^ine. 

The  natives  of  Otaheite  are  of  two  di{lin6b 
tribes,  having  no  perfonal  refemblance,  yet 
praflifing  the  fame  culioms,  aflbciating  together 
in  the  moft  friendly  manner,  and  converfing  in 
the  fame  dialed.  The  firft  race  of  thefe  peo^ 
pie  are  much  taller,  larger,  and  better  pro- 
portioned than  the  other.  Few  of  thefe  are 
lefs  than  fix  feet  high,  and  fo  extremely  well 
made,  that,  as  our  author  fays,  "  in  order  to 
"  paint  a  Hercules  or  a  Mars,  one  could  no 
"  where  find  fuch  beautiful  models.'*  Their 
features  are  perfectly  like  thofe  of  the  inhabi- 
tants of  Europe :  their  hair  is  black,  and  their 

fkins 
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]0kins  rather  brown;  but  this  is  attributed  to 
their  being  fo  much  expoled  to  the  fun  and  air. 
Monf.  Bougainville  does  not  fay  which  of  the 
European  nations  they  rcfemble,  and  therefore 
it  mult  be  concluded,  that  he  means  the  French ; 
in  which  cafe  an  Englifh  lady  would  fcarcely  give 
him  credit  for  the  extravagant  encomiums 
which  he  laviflies  on  the  beauty  of  the  Otahei- 
teans  -,  on  the  contrary,  fhe  will  be  apt  to  con-i 
elude,  that  better  models  for  a  Hercules  or  a 
Mars  may  be  found  between  Berwick  upon 
Tweed,  and  the  lands- end  in  Cornwall. 

The  other  tribe  of  thefe  Indians  are  about 
the  middle  ftature,  have  almoft  the  features  and 
complexion  of  Mulattoes^  and  rough,  curled 
hair,  as  ftrong  as  the  briftles  of  a  hog.  Ao- 
tourou  was  of  this  tribe,  and  the  fon  of  one  of 
the  Chiefs  of  the  ifland* 
.  Our  author  fays  that  this  Indian's  want  of  per* 
fonal  beauty,  was  amply  recompenfed  by  the 
goodnefs  of  his  underftanding  5  but  this  afier- 
tion  has  been  flatly  contradidted  by  the  tefti^ 
mony  of  feveral  Englifli  gentlemen,  who  faw 
Aotourou,  during  his  refidence  at  Paris,  and 
who  reprefent  him  as  one  of  the  mod  ignorant 
blockheads  they  had  ever  known.  Hence 
it  (hould  feem,  that  Englifh  and  French  ideas 
are  extremely  at  variance,  refpeding  Indian 
abilities  and  attainments. 
:  Both  the  tribes  Ihave  the  upper  part  of  the 
face,  permitting  the  beard  on  the  chin  to  grow, 
L  1  and 
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and  a  whifker  on  each  lip.  Some  of  them 
bind  the  hair  on  the  top  of  the  head,  while 
others  cut  it  fliort,  but  all  of  them  rub  the  oil 
of  the  cocoa-nut  into  the  heir  and  beard. 
They  permit  all  their  nails  to  grow  to  a  great 
length,  except  that  of  the  middle  finger  of  the 
right  hand.  Among  thefe  people  one  cripple 
only  was  feen  j  and  it  was  fuppofed  that  he  got 
bis  hurt  by  a  fall.  The  Surgeon  informed 
Monf.  Bougainville,  that  many  of  the  natives 
were  marked  with  the  fmall  pox  :  and  he  fays, 
he  took  every  precaution  that  the  venereal  dif- 
©rder  (hould  not  be  communicated  to  thefe 
happy,  unoffending  people ;  but  it  appears  from 
Captain  Cook's  account,  that  fome  unge- 
nerous Frenchman  was  bafe  enough  to  plant 
this  dreadful  malady,  in  a  country  where,  from 
Monf.  Bougainville's  own  account,  it  is  more 
likely  to  fpread  than  in  any  other  part  of  the 
world,  on  account  of  the  extreme  attachment 
of  the  inhabitants  to  the  Cytherean  fports. — 
Aotourou  is  probably  arrived  at  his  native 
country  before  this  time,  and  has  informed  the 
iflanders  that  their  late  vifitors  were  French- 
men ;  in  which  cafe  the  poor  Indians  will  have 
ample  reafon  to  call  the  diforder  by  its  genuine 
name,  the  French  difeafe. 

The  ladies  and  gentlemen  of  Otaheite  (lain 

the  lower  parts  of  their  backs,  and  their  thighs, 

with  a  deep  blue  ;  the  method  of  doing  which 

having  been  already  mefitioned  in  Our  account 

•  of 
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of  Captain  Cook's  voyage,  need  not  be  here 
repeated.  Monf.  Bougainville  mentions  it  as  a 
fincTLilar  circtimftance,  that  the  pradice  of 
painting  the  body  has  always  prevailed  among 
the  people  of  all  countries,  at  the  time  when 
they  bordered  on  a  ftate  of  nature :  it  is,  in- 
deed, a  well  known  fa(5l,  that  the  ancient  Bri- 
tons were  found  ftained  with  wood,  when  Ju- 
lius Casfar  made  his  firlt  defcent  on  this  ifland. 

The  natives  of  Otaheite  wear  pearls,  and 
flowers  of  different  kinds,  in  their  ears.  They 
likewife  make  a  frequent  pradice  of  bathing 
their  bodies,  conftantly  wafhing  themfelvcs  be^ 
fore  they  either  eat  or  drink  •,  fo  that  they  are 
to  be  ranked  among  the  mod  cleanly  people  in 
the  univerfe. 

Our  author  reprefents  thefe  iflanders  as  good* 
natured  and  benevolent  in  a  high  degree.  He 
fays,  that,  though  the  feveral  diftrids  are  go- 
verned each  by  its  own  Chief,  public  war,  or 
private  animofity  feemed  to  be  equally  unknown 
on  the  ifland.  The  natives  feem  not  to  enter- 
tain even  the  flighteft  doubt  of  the  integrity  of 
each  other,  and  appear  to  enjoy,  in  common, 
whatever  is  neceffary  to  the  fupport  of  life. 
Their  houfcs  are  always  open  night  and  day, 
and  whoever  enters  may  freely  eat  of  whatever 
he  finds.  In  like  manner  they  gather  fruit 
from  every  tree  ;  and  all  the  level  country  being 
a  kind  of  continued  orchard,  feems  to  be  but 
one  common  property. 

L  1  2  Yet 
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Yet  were  thefe  people,  with  fuch  exaltec^ 
ideas  of  general  benevolence,  moft  dextrous  in 
ftealing  the  property  of  the  French.  The 
Chiefs,  however,  did  not  encourage  their  in- 
feriors in  thefe  depredations  -,  on  the  contrary, 
they  requefted  the  officers  to  kill  thofe  who 
fhould  be  detedted  in  an  ad  of  theft :  but  they 
would  never  take  this  difagreeable  tafk  on  them- 
felves.— When  a  thief  was  pointed  out  to 
Ereti,  he  would  run  after  till  he  had  overtaken 
him,  and  then  compelling  him  to  reftore  the 
ftolen  goods,  he  punilhed  the  offence  by  a  num- 
ber of  ftripes. 

Monf.  Bougainville  fays,  he  had  conceived 
an  idea,  that  thefe  people  had  no  feverer  pu- 
nifhment  among  them  than  this  kind  of  whip- 
ping •,  for  they  feemed  to  commiferate  the  fate 
of  feme  of  the  French  feamen,  whom  they 
faw  put  in  irons  ;  but  our  author  has  been  fince 
informed,  that  they  have  a  cuftom  of  punifli- 
ing  theft,  by  hanging  the  felon  on  a  tree. 

Although  the  inhabitants  of  Otaheite  main- 
tain perpetual  peace  among  themfelvcs ;  yet 
it  feldorn  happens,  but  that  they  are  engaged  in 
war  with  the  natives  of  the  adjacent  iflands. 

They  have  large  veflels,  called  Periaguas, 
in  which  they  defcend  on  the  enemies  country, 
and  even  engage  in  fea-fights.  A  pike  and  a 
bow  with  a  fling  are  all  their  arms. 

If  Aotourou's  information  is  to  be  depended 
pn,  the  confequences  of  their  battles  are  very 

fat^l 
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fatal  to  the  vanquiflied.  The  men  and  boys 
who  are  made  prifoners,  are  flripped  of  their 
ikins,  and  the  beards  of  the  men  are  taken  off, 
and  carried  away  in  triumph,  as  enfigns  of  the 
viflory.  The  conquerors  take  with  them  the 
women  and  girls,  with  whom  they  frequently 
cohabit — Aotourou  declared  himfelf  the  fon  of 
one  of  thefe  unnatural  alliances,  his  mother 
being  a  native  of  Oopoa,  an  ifland  not  far  dif- 
tant  from  Otaheite,  with  the  hihabitants  of 
which  they  are  frequently  at  war.  Monf.  Bou- 
gainville afcribes  the  difference  obferved  be- 
tween the  two  races  of  people,  to  this  inter- 
courfe  with  the  captive  women  of  the  adjacent 
illands. 

The  principal  people  on  the  ifland  have  a 
number  of  fervants,  who  fijbmit  to  their  or- 
ders with  the  mofl  unreferved  obedience ;  and, 
an  each  diftrid,  the  will  of  the  Chief  is  a  law, 
from  the  authority  of  which  there  is  no  appeal ; 
but  the  Chief  himfelf  does  not  come  to  any 
refolution  refpedling  matters  of  great  import- 
ance, till  he  has  previoufly  confulted  with  the 
principal  inhabitants.  The  reader  will  recol- 
ledl,  that  the  truth  of  this  circumftance  is 
evinced,  by  the  repeated  counfels  which  were 
held  on  occafion  of  the  French  having  deter- 
mined to  take  up  their  refidence  on  fhore. 

When  an  inhabitant  of  Otaheite  dies,  his 
body  is  depofited  on  a  kind  of  bier,  placed  un- 
fler  a  fhed,  to  which  the  women  refort  daily, 

and 
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and  anoint  the  corpfe  with  the  oil  of  the  cocoa- 
rut.  In  thefe  places  they  are  left,  till  all  the 
flelh  is  wafted  from  the  bones,  and  then  the 
Ikeleton  is  conveyed  to  the  hut  of  his  relation?, 
where  a  perfon,  who  appears  to  have  great  au- 
thority, attends,  and  being  drefled  in  a  habit 
•peculiar  to  the  occafion,  he  performs  fome  fo- 
lemn  ceremonies  :  but  how  long  the  fkeletons 
are  kept  in  the  houfes,  our  author  had  no  op- 
portunity of  knowing. 

Monf.  Bougainville  endeavoured  to  learn  of 
Aotourou  the  religious  ceremonies  of  his  coun- 
trymen ;  and,  if  they  mutually  underflood 
each  other,  it  will  appear,  that  the  people  of 
Otaheite  are  fuperftitious  in  a  high  degree  j 
that  the  fupreme  authority  is  vefted  in  the 
priefts;  that  their  principal  Deity  is  called 
Eri-t-Era,  that  is.  King  of  Lights  or  of  the 
Sun-,  befides  whom  they  acknowledge  a  number 
of  inferior  divinities,  fome  of  whom  produce 
evil,  and  others  good :  that  the  general  name 
of  thefe  miniftering  fpirits  is  Eatoua  ;  and  that 
the  natives  fuppofe  two  of  thefe  divinities  attend 
each  affair  of  confequence  in  human  life,  de- 
termining  its  fate  either  advantageoufly  or  other- 
wife. 

To  one  circumftance  our  author  fpeaks  in 
decifive  terms.  He  fays,  that  when  the  moon 
exhibits  a  certain  afpeft,  which  bears  the  name 
of  Malama  ^amai,  [the  moon  in  a  ftate  of  war] 
the  natives  offer  up  human  facrifices. 

MoRfi 
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Monf.  Bougainville  mentions  one  circum- 
ftance,  as  a  proof  that  thefe  people  originated 
on  the  continent,  from  whence  their  anceilora 
muft  have  emigrated.  When  any  one  fneezes,  his 
companions  cry  out,  Evaroua-t-eatoua ;  "  thac 
*'  is,  may  the  good  genius  awaken  thee  j"  or, 
«*  may  not  the  evil  genius  lull  thee  aQcep." 

The  principal  people  on  the  ifland  appear 
to  have  many  wives ;  and  our  author  thinks 
polygamy  is  common  among  them  all.  The 
rich  are  chiefly  difliinguifhed  from  the  poor  by 
keeping  a  greater  number  of  the  fair  fex  ;  for 
univerfal  love  is  the  charadteriftic  of  the  inha- 
bitants of  Otaheite.  Both  the  parents  feem 
eqally  fond  of  nurfmg  their  infants.  The  men 
employ  themfelves  principally  in  war,  fifliing, 
and  agriculture,  while  the  women  have  little  to 
do,  but  to  render  themfelves  agreeable  by  their 
afliduity  to  pleafe :  they  fubmit  implicitly  to  the 
will  of  the  men,  and  the  woman  who  fhould 
proftitute  herfelf  without  the  permifllon  of  her 
hufband,  would  atone  for  her  infidelity  with 
her  life.  Yet  is  the  permiffion  of  the  hufband 
to  gratify  her  pafllons,  in  what  way  fhe  pleafe, 
fo  eafily  obtained,  that  thefe  fair  ones  are  not 
under  the  leaft  temptation  to  difobedience  :  in 
fadV,  the  wife  generally  yields  her  perfon  at  the 
folicitation  of  her  hufband  ;  jealoufy,  therefore, 
one  would  imagine,  muft  be  a  paffion  quite  un- 
known among  them. 

The 
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The  fingle  woman  follows,  implicitly,  thd 
didlates  of  her  heart,  and  yields  her  perfon  at 
her  own  difcretion ;  and,  the  more  numerous  the 
favours  flie  has  granted,  the  better  her  chance 
of  obtaining  a  hufband.  The  examples  perpe- 
tually before  her  eyes,  the  hymeneal  fongs  of 
the  natives,  their  dances,  and  their  attitudes, 
added  to  the  feduftive  warmth  of  the  climate, 
all  confpire  to  render  that  circumftance  no  vica 
at  Otaheite,  which  would  be  deemed  fo  in  Eng- 
land. Love  is  at  once  the  bufinefs  and  the 
pleafure  of  the  natives  of  this  ifland ;  and  at 
his  fhrine,  all  its  inhabitants  bend  with  the  moft 
fervent  devotion.  They  dance  to  the  mufic  of 
a  drum,  and  fing  to  the  flute  blown  with  the 
nofe.  They  likewife  divert  themfelves,  occa- 
fionally,  with  a  kind  of  wreftling,  which  at 
once  braces  the  nerves,  and  relaxes  the  mind ; 
though  in  this  place,  of  all  parts  of  the  world, 
the  mind  feems  to  require  the  lead  relaxation, 
for  almoft  the  whole  bufinefs  of  the  iflanders 
con  fills  in  pleafure. 

Our  author  fays,  that  the  inhabitants  of 
Otaheite  are  a  witty  and  humorous  people,  which 
he  attributes  to  their  living  in  eafe  and  jollity.—. 
That  eafe  may  make  a  man  happy,  we  will 
readily  allow  •,  but  that  it  can  create  humour,  or 
infpire  wit,  we  muft  beg  leave  to  deny  : — per- 
haps the  duUeft  fellows  this  day  to  be  found  on 
the  habitable  globe,  are  among  thofe  whv?  are 
cafy  and  independant  in  point  of  fortune,  and 

per- 
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perhaps,  too,  fome  of  the  mofl:  humorous  and 
witty  may  be  found  among  thofe  who  know 
not  where  to  obtain  a  fecond  fhilling  when  the 
prcfent  is  expended.  This,  at  lead,  is  the  cafe 
in  LondoA  :    it   may,  poflibly,  fare  differently 

with  the  Parifians,  almoft  all  of  whom  beino- 

o 

poor  and  merry,  may  fancy  themfelves  wits 
and  humourifts.  In  a  word,  wit  and  humour 
are  not  the  gifts  of  fortune,  but  of  Nature. 

Monf.  Bougainville  charges  the  people  of 
Otaheite  with  a  ficklenefs  of  difpofition,  which 
was  deemed  aftonilLing.      Every   new  objeft 
ftruck  their  attention,  but  nothing  engao-ed  it 
for  more  than  a  few  minutes.     To  refledl  was, 
to  them,  a  work  of  labour,  and  they  feemed 
to   prefer    bodily  to   mental  exercifes. — ^This, 
with  cur  ingenious  author's  permifTion,  is  a  proof 
of  their  good  lenfe  :  every  man,  who  can  think 
at  all,  muO:  know,  that  the  labour  of  the  mind 
exceeds  that  of  the  limbs,  in  proportion  as  the 
foul  is  luperior  to  the  body  !  For  this  reafon  we 
pay  not  an  artili  as  we  pay  a  porter  ;  the  one 
will  earn  an  hundred  pounds,  while  the  other  is 
drudging  for  as  many  fhillings  :  but  the  porter 
can  drudge  on   for  life,  while  the  artift,  if  he 
acquire  not  fufficient  to  retire  with  decency  at 
an  early  period,  will  pine  away  a  wretched  old 
age  in  unmerited  penury  ! 

The  natives  of  Otaheite   are  ingenious,  be- 
yond defcription,  in  the  conftru6tion  of  their 
fifiiing- tackle,  the  hooks  of  which  are  of  mo- 
M  m  ther- 
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thtr  of  pearl,  and  wrought  as  nicely  as  if  wifeh 
European  tools.  With  threads  drawn  from  the 
An-erican  aloe  they  form  their  nets,  which  as-e 
made  like  thofe  of  France,  and  other  nations  of 
Europe.  1  heir  houfes,  too,  are  exceedingly 
well  built,  and  the  palm-leaves,  with  which  they 
are  thatched,  arei  laid  on  with  great  fliiil  and 
tafte. 

The  boats  (or  periaguas)  of  thefe  people  are 
of  two  kinds.  I'he  former  very  large,  hollow- 
ed out  of  huge  trees,  and  finifned  with  much 
tafte,  parts  of  other  trees  being  added  as  or- 
naments : —  the  latter  fmall,  and  of  much  ruder 
conftrucftion. — But  thefe  kinds  of  boats  having 
been  repeatedly  defcribed  in  this  and  other  books 
of  voyages,  it  is  unneceflary  to  fay  more  of 
them. 

In  order  to  convey  themfclves  from  one  ifland 
to  another,  they  fix  beams  of  wood  from  the 
llarboard  fide  of  one  vefiel  to  the  larboard  of 
the  other,  leaving  an  intermediate  fpace  of 
fomething  more  than  a  yard ;  and  over  the 
ftern  of  both  the  boats  they  erefl  a  kind  of 
hut,  lightly  built,  and  covered  with  reeds, 
which  ferves  as  a  repofitory  for  their  proviiions, 
and  a  Ihelter  againft:  the  inclemency  of  the 
weather. 

Two  boats  thus  lafhed  together  never  over- 
fet  •,  and  are  therefore  much  in  ufe  among  the 
people  of  fuperior  rank  :  the  fails  of  thefe  vef- 

fels 
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^h   are   nearly   fquare,    and   confifl;   of  mats, 
ftretchcd  out  by  means  of  pieces  of  cane. 

The  only  tools  in  ufc  among  the  natives  of 
Otaheite  are  pieces  of  fliells  made  (harp,  for 
boring  holes  in  wood,  and  a  chiflel,  in  the  Eu* 
ropean  make,  the  blade  of  which  is  formed  of 
a  hard  black  ftone. 

The  natives  manufiidlure  that  remarkable 
kind  of  cloth  which  forms  their  drefs  :  a  ihrub 
is  cultivated  near  all  the  Indian  huts,  from  the 
rind  of  which  this  cloth  is  made,  by  beating  it 
on  a  fmooth  board,  and  occafionally  fprinkling 
in  with  water,  till  it  is  as  thin  as  paper,  and 
fomething  like  it,  only  much  more  pliable. 
Thus  they  make  cloth  of  different  thicknefs, 
which  they  afterwards  dye  •,  but  their  procefs 
in  the  dying  it  Monf.  Bougainville  had  no  op- 
portunity of  feeing. 

Our  author  now  employs  two  or  three  pages 
in  defence  of  his  conduct  in  bringing  Aotourou 
from  his  native  ifland,  in  anfwer  to  fome  illibe- 
ral reflecftions  which  had  been  caft  on  him  j  and 
then  he  proceeds  todefcribe  fome  particulars  of 
the  Indian's  behaviour  during  his  refidence. 
This  account  fhould  certainly  have  appeared 
as  a  fupplement  to  the  Volume ;  but  we  take  it 
as  it  ftands. 

Monf.  Bougainville  fays  he  endeavoured,  at 
a  great  trouble  and  expence,  to  render  Aotou- 
rou's  refidence  at  Paris  both  improving  and  en- 
tertaining to  him.     The  curiofity  of  the  public 
M  m  2  to 
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to  view  this  ftranger  was  infatiable;  and  the 
foolifh  Parifians  were  aftonilhed  to  learn,  that 
there  was  any  country  on  the  face  of  the  earth, 
where  neither  French,  Englifli,  nor  Spanifli 
was  ipoken.  Monf.  Bougainville  happily  ridi^ 
cules  this  Ilrange  kind  of  ignorance  ;  but  he 
does  not  Teem  to  wonder,  that  it  fhould  prevail 
among  thofe  who  had  never  been  v/ithout  the 
walls  of  the  city  which  gave  them  birth. 

Our  author  is  likewife  very  fevere  on  a  let  of 
critics,  who  feemed  to  wonder  that  Aotourou 
could  live  among  Frenchmen  almofl;  two  years, 
and  yet  learn  only  a  very  few  words  of  their 
language.  To  account  for  this,  Monf.  Bou- 
gainville mentions  a  phyfical  obftrudion  in  the 
organs  of  his  fpeech  -,  his  age,  which  rather 
exceeded  thirty  years  j  the  deficiency  of  a  me- 
mory never  exercifed  by  ftudy  -,  and  the  pof- 
feOing  only  a  very  limited  number  of  ideas, 
relative  to  the  triflins;  wants  of  the  natives  of 
his  happy  ifland.  Hence  our  author  concludes, 
that  he  muft  firft  of  all  have  created  "  a  world 
*'  of  previous  ideas,  in  a  mind  as  indolent  as 
*'  his  body",  before  he  could  adapt  them  to 
the  French  words  proper  to  exprefs  them. 

Though  Aotourou  was  thus  deficient  in  the 
language  of  France,  yet  the  ftreets  of  Paris 
•were  quite  familiar  to  him.  He  went  out  daily 
without  attendants,  and  found  his  way  readily 
through  the  whole  city.  He  frequently  bought 
tilings,  and  was  feldom  defrauded  in  the  pur-» 

chafe. 
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chafe.  None  of  the  public  diverfions  had  any 
charms  for  him  but  the  opera,  to  which  he  went 
rci^ularly :  for  he  knew  the  nights  on  which  it 
was  to  be  performed,  and  paid  the  fame  for  ad- 
mittance as  other  people  :  his  great  fondnefs 
for  dancing  was  what  rendered  the  opera  fo  a- 
greeable  to  him. 

Pie  was  exceedingly  grateful  to  thofe  who 
conferred  any  obligations  on  him,  nor  did  he 
ever  forget  their  peribns  or  their  favours.  The 
dutchefs  of  Choifeul  flood  foremoft  in  the  lift 
of  his  friends,  and  he  expreffed  more  gratitude 
for  the  polite  attention  with  which  fhe  treated 
him,  than  even  for  the  numerous  preients  which 
he  received  at  her  hands :  and  as  often  as  he 
heard  of  that  lady's  being  arrived  from  her 
country-feat,  he  would  immediately  go  and  vilit 
her. 

After  a  refidence  of  eleven  months  at  Paris, 
Aotourou  was  put  on  board  the  Briflbn,  at  Ro- 
chelle,  which  (hip  was  deftined  to  convey  him 
to  the  ifle  of  France,  whither  orders  were  fent  to 
the  Governor  and  intendant,  to  tranfport  him 
thence  to  his  own  country.  Monf.  Bougainville 
gave  about  1500  1.  fterling,  towards  the  fitting 
out  the  Briflbn  for  this  voyage;  and  the  Dut- 
chels  of  Choifeul  ordered  a  confiderable  fum  to 
be  expended  in  cattle,  feeds,  implements  of 
hufbandry,  &c.  which  were  fliipped  for  the 
uk  of  the  natives  of  Otaheite.  Monf.  Bou- 
gainville concludes  this  part  of  his   narrative 

with 
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with  the  following  very  humane  and  equally 
political  wifh.  "  O  may  Aotourou  foon  fee 
his  countrymen  again  1" 

Our  author  now  proceeds  to  inform  us  of 
feveral  particulars,  with  which  his  converfation 
with  this  adventrous  iflander  had  made  him 
acquainted.  If  Monf.  Bougainville  be  not 
mifled  in  his  information,  the  ftate  of  fafts 
will  appear  to  be,  that  the  inhabitants  of  Ota- 
heiie  pay  their  devotions  to  the  Deity,  at  the 
rifing  and  fetting  of  the  fun  ;  that  their  fupreme 
God  is  incapable  of  reprefentation  ;  but  that 
thsy  have  two  clafTes  of  inferior  deities,  who 
are  reprefented  by  figures  carved  in  wood. 
Exclufive  of  thefe  regular  devotions,  the  na- 
tives of  Otaheite  practice  a  number  of  fuper- 
ftitious  ceremonies,  in  order  to  avert  the  in- 
fluence of  the  evil  genii. 

While  Aotourou  was  at  Paris,  in  1769,  a 
comet  appeared,  which  furnifhed  Monf.  Bou- 
gainville with  an  opportunity  of  knowing  that 
thefe  kind  of  flats  had  been  frequently  obferved 
at  Otaheite  ;  but  that  the  natives  do  not  fup- 
pofe  that  they  arc  portentous  of  any  evil  con- 
fequence ;  on  the  contrary,  what  we  call  fhoot- 
ing  ftars,  are,  by  thefe  people,  deemed  evil 
genii. — How  far  it  was  poffible  for  Aotourou 
to  explain  himfelf  to  Monf  Bougainville,  o.n 
agronomical  fubjeds,  is  left  to  the  reader's  re- 
il::clion. 

The 
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The  more  enlightened  people  of  Otaheite 
have  names  for  the  fun,  moon,  and  ftars ;  by 
which,  without  the  affiftance  of  the  needle  or 
compafs,  they  ftecr  their  courfe  night  and  day, 
failing,  at  fome  times,  not  lefs  than  eight  hun- 
dred miles  from  ifland  to  ifland.  In  the  day- 
time they  are  guided  by  the  fun,  and  by  the 
ilars  in  the  night,  *"' 

Monf.  Bougainville  learnt  from  Aotourou 
the  names  of  feveral  iflands,  in  the  feas  near 
Otaheite,  the  natives  of  fome  of  which  were 
in  fritnddiip,  and  thofe  of  others  at  war,  with 
his  countrymen.  Of  the  forn^ker  are  Tapoua- 
maflbu,  Oumaitia,  Aca,  Maoroua,  and  Ai- 
meo  i  of  the  latter,  Oopoa,  Toumaraa,  Otaa, 
Aiatea,  and  Papara  -,  all  which  are  reprefented  as 
about  equal  in  extent  with  Otahei.te. 

There  is  an  ifland,  called  Pare,  the  inhabi- 
tants of  which  are  alternately  at  war  and  in 
frienddiip  with  the  natives  of  Otaheite.  In 
thefe  feas  are  likewife  two  fmall  iflands,  called 
Toupai,  and  Enoua-Motou,  which  are  not  in- 
habited, but  yield  abundance  of  fruit,  fowls, 
and  hogs,  v^hile  their  coafts  abound  with  tur- 
tle, and  other  fifli ;  but  the  people  of  Ota- 
heite conceiving  thefe  iflands  to  be  the  refidence 
of  evil  genii,  deem  it  a  certain  fign  of  mil- 
fortune,  if  either  curiofity  or  chance  ihould 
lead  any  boat  to  their  coafls  ;  and  it  is  fuppofed, 
that  thofe  who  endeavour  to  land  there  will 
perifli  in  the  attempt. 

The 
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The  mod  diftant  of  all  the  iflands  above- 
mentioned  is  not  more  than  about  fifteen  days 
fail  from  Otaheite,  even  with  the  boats  of  that 
■iflandi  and  Monf.  Bougainville  conjedures, 
that  Aotourou  had  no  idea  of  eoins  farther 
when  he  embarked  on  board  the  Boudeufe. — > 
If  this  conjedture  be  well  founded,  there  cer- 
tainly was  not  fo  much  magnanimity  in  this  In- 
dian's behaviour  as  we  have  been  hitherto  taught 
to  believe  : — but  there  are  great  inconfiftencies 
in  the  writings  of  our  voyager,  which  the  rea- 
der will  pardon,  in  favour  of  his  vanity.  It  is 
our  duty  to  corred:  and  amend  as  we  proceed. 

Monf.  Bougainville  at  firft  imagined,  that  the 
inhabitants  of  Otaheite  were  nearly  equal  in 
point  of  rank,  and  that  their  happinefs  was  to 
be  envied,  from  their  fuppofed  equality :  but 
he  now,  from  the  information  of  Aotourou, 
corrects  that  error,  and  confefTes  that,  "  the 
"  diilindtion  of  ranks  is  very  great,"  and  "  the 
"  difproportion  very  tyrannical." — The  Chiefs, 
and  other  men  in  power,  difpofe  of  the  lives 
of  their  dependants  at  their  pleafure  j  and  our 
author  thinks,  that  they  have  the  power  of  ex- 
erting this  cruel  prerogative  over  the  common 
people,  who  are  not  immediately  dependant  on 
them.  The  v31gar  are  diflinguilhed  by  the 
appellation  of  Tataeinow^  that  is,  vile  men j 
and  it  is  mentioned,  as  an  indubitable  fad, 
that  thofe  doomed  forfacrifices  are  fcleded  from 
the  Plebeian  race.     The  Grandees  only  eat  filh 

and 
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and  flelh,  while  the  common  people  fubfift 
entirely  on  pulfe  and  fruits.  Indeed  the  dif- 
tindion  of  rank  appears  to  be  very  great ;  for 
pcrfons  of  eminence  are  lighted  from  place  to 
place  in  the  night,  with  a  wood  of  fuperior 
quality  to  that  which  the  vulgar  are  allowed  to 
burn.  The  tree  called  the  weeping  willow  is 
planted  only  before  the  houfes  of  the  Chiefs  or 
Kings,  and  their  public  dinners  are  held  be- 
neath its  fhade. 

The  fervants  of  the  great  men  are  diftin- 
guifhed  by  a  kind  of  fafh,  worn  round  the 
body,  which  is  placed  acrols  the  loins,  or  high- 
er up,  till  it  comes  clofe  under  the  arm-pits, 
in  proportion  to  the  rank  of  the  mafter. 

The  natives  of  Otaheite  make  two  regular 
meals  daily,  one  juft  after  noon,  and  the  other 
as  foon  as  the  fun  is  gone  down.  The  fervants 
cook  the  vidtuals,  which  are  ferved  up  by  the 
wives,  who  eat  after  their  hulbands  have  done. 

When  the  men  die,  the  women  go  into 
mourning  for  them;  but  this  compliment  is 
not  returned  on  the  part  of  the  men.  The  chil- 
dren  wear  mourning  a  long  time  after  the  death 
of  the  father,  and  on  the  deceafe  of  a  king, 
the  whole  nation  is  in  fables.  The  mourning 
confiils  of  a  head-drefs  of  blacji  feathers,  and 
a  veil  drawn  over  the  face. 

Aotourou  informed  Monf.  Bougainville,  that 
this  veil  was  very  favourable  to  the  wifhes  of 
thofe  women  whofe  hufbands  were  not  fo  com- 

N  n  plaifant 
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plaifant  as  his  countrymen  in  general  are.  This 
arifes  from  the  following  circumftance.  When 
the  mourners  go  our,  a  number  of  flavcs  walk 
before  them>  beating  the  caftanets  to  a  folcmn 
melancholy  tune,  which  is  confidered  as  a  notice 
for  all  perfons  to  keep  at  a  diflance  from  the 
afflicted :  thus,  the  veil  over  the  face,  and 
the  found  of  an  inftrument  from  which  every 
one  flies,  cannot  but  be  aufpicious  to  the  wilh- 
es  of  the  enraptured  lovers. 

When  any  perfon  is  dangeroufly  ill,  all  his 
relations  repair  to  his  houfe,  and  remain  there 
till  he  is  either  dead  or  out  of  danger,  each,  in 
his  turn,  attending  the  fick  man.  Their  me- 
thod of  bleeding  is  very  fmgular.  An  inferior 
|5riefl;,  called  Taoua,  is  the  phyfician,  who 
Itrikes  the  cranium  with  a  piec«  of  Iharp 
wood,  whichopens  the  fagittal  vein  j  and  when  he 
deems  the  patient  to  have  bled  fufficiently,  he 
ti-es  on  a  bandage,  which  clofes  the  orifice  ;  the 
day  loliovvmg  he  wafnes  the  wound,  and  no 
ill  confequence  enfues, 

Monf.  Bougainville  fays,  that  the  preceding  , 
account  contains  every  thing  he  could  learn  re« 
ipeding  the  cuftoms  of  Otaheite,  either  on  the 
ifland,  or  frora  the  information  of  Aotourou. 
Our  author  remarks,  tliat  feme  words  fpoken 
by  the  natives  of  Otaheite,  arc  to  be  found  in 
a  vocabulary  at  the  end  of  La  M  aire's  voyage, 
under  the  title  of  the  "  Vocabulary  of  Cocos 
"  idand",    which   being   mentioned   as  lying 

nearly 
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nearly  in  the  fame  latitude  with  Otahcite,  is 
conjectured  to  be  one  of  thole  illands,  the  names 
of  which  were  recited  by  Aotourou. 

The  language  of  the  people  of  Otaheite  Is 
defcribed  by  Monf.  Bougainville  as  extremely 
harmonious,  and  eafy  of  pronunciation,  con- 
fiding chiefly  of  vowels,  and  having  no  afpi- 
rates.  He  fays  alio  that  it  has  no  nafal,  mute, 
or  half  fyllables ;  nor  "  that  quantity  of  con- 
"  fonants  and  articulations,  which  render  fome 
"  languages  fo  difficult."  Hence,  he  concludes, 
arofe  the  difficulty  of  teaching  Aotourou  the 
P'rench  tongue  ;  but  he  thinks  it  would  have 
been  a  work  of  much  lefs  labour  to  have  taught 
him  the  Italian  or  Spanidi. 

How  far  our  author  is  right  in  his  conjedures, 
it  would  be  no  eafy  tafic  to  determine ;  for  the 
dired:  contrary  of  what  he  fays  of  the  language 
of  thefe  iflanders  has  been  obferved  by  the 
Englifh  navigators.  As  we  have  already  given 
fome  vocabularies,  we  Ihall,  at  tlie  conclufion 
of  this  narrative,  give  that  of  Ivlonf.  Bougain- 
ville, that  the  reader  may  determine  whether 
the  Englifh  or  the  French  voyagers  have  the 
bell  pretenfions  to  credibility. 

Monf.  Bougainville  informs  us,  that  a  gen- 
tlem.an  of  Paris,  dininguiflied  by  his  fl<:ill  in 
teaching  the  art  of  fpeech  to  perions  born  deaf 
and  dumb,  repeatedly  examined  Aotourou, 
and  found  that  he  could  not  naturally  pronounce 
N  n  2  aiiy 
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any  of  the  French  nafal  vowels,  and  but  very 
few  of  the  confonants. 

Our  author  is  of  opinion,  that  the  language 
of  Otaheite  is  fufficiently  copious,  and  he 
grounds  this  opinion  on  the  following  circum- 
ftances.  Whenever,  during  the  voyage,  Ao- 
.tourou  was  ftruck  with  any  new  objed,  he  im- 
mediately exprefled  his  fentiments  in  a  kind  of 
extempore  blank  verfe  ;  and  he  alfo  repeated 
daily  a  long  prayer,  which  he  called  "  the 
"  prayer  of  the  "Kings,"  not  a  dozen  words  of 
which  Monf.  Bougainville  underflood,  or  heard 
him  repeat  on  any  other  occafion. 

Aotourou  informed  the  Commodore,  that  an 
Englifh  Ihip  had  arrived  at  Otaheite  about  eight 
months  before  the  French  touched  at  that  ifland. 
This  (fays  our  author)  was  the  vellel  command- 
ed by  Captain  Wallace  ;  and  he  afcribes  the 
knowledge  of  iron,  which  was  obferved  among 
the  natives,  to  this  vifit  of  the  Englifh,  efpe- 
cially  as  they  call  it  Aouri^  which  is  not  very 
unlike  our  word  iron.  Our  Frenchman  likewife 
gives  a  very  ungenteel  hint,  that  the  poor  In- 
dians were  indebted  to  the  Englifh  for  the  ve- 
nereal difeafe  ;  but  the  contrary  of  this  is  known 
to  be  the  fadl. 

Monf  Bougainville  now  proceeds  to  give  an 
account  of  his  departure  from  Otaheite,  and 
his  difcovery  of  other  iflands  in  the  fouthern 
pacific  ocean.  On  the  morning  of  the  i6th  of 
April,  1768,  hedifcovered  v/hat  he  thought  to 

be 
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be  three  other  i (lands ;  but  it  was  afterwards 
found  to  be  only  one,  the  high  lands  of  which 
had,  at  a  diftance,  given  it  the  appearance  of 
feparate  iflands.  At  a  confiderable  diftance  be- 
yond this  illand,  they  faw  another,  which  Ao- 
tourou  told  them  was  called  Oumaitia ;  that  the 
natives  of  it  were  in  alliance  with  the  people 
of  Otaheite ;  that  there  was  a  girl  on  the  ifland 
to  whom  he  had  a  ftrong  attachment  j  and  that 
if  the  Commodore  would  touch  there,  he  would 
meet  with  the  fame  kind  of  neceffaries,  and  the 
fame  hofpitable  treatment,  as  he  had  experien- 
ced among  his  countrymen. 

Our  circumnavigator,  however,  deaf  to  all 
thefe  perfuafive  arguments,  held  on  his  way, 
and  loft  fight  of  the  ifland  the  fame  day.  The 
fucceeding  night  proving  remarkably  fair,  and 
the  ftars  appearing  with  unclouded  luftre, 
Aotourou  pointed  out  a  conftellation  in  the 
Ihoulder  of  Orion,  and  exprefled  a  wifli,  that 
the  (hip's  courfe  might  be  direded  by  ir,  in 
confequence  of  which  they  would,  in  two 
days  time,  arrive  at  a  fine  ifland  where  he  had 
a  numerous  acquaintance ;  and  it  was  conjec- 
tured, from  his  hints,  that  he  had  alfo  a  child 
there.  As  Monf.  Bougainville  perfifted  in  his 
refolution  not  to  alter  the  fliip's  courfe,  Ao- 
tourou became  very  unealy,  and  endeavoured 
to  perfuade  him  to  fteer  for  the  defired  port, 
by  afliiring  him,  that  the  ifland  abounded  in 
hogs,  fowls,  fruits,  and,  what  he  fcemed  to 

think 
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think  would  be  the  moft  prevailing  argument, 
fiiie  women,  who  were  abundantly  liberal  of 
their  favours. 

Mortified  in  a  high  degree  fhat  his  reafons 
did  not  operate  with  the  Commodore,  he  ran 
to  the  fteerage,  and  feizing  the  wheel  of  the 
helm,  tried  to  fteer  for  his  favourite  ifle,  nor 
Vf&S  it  without  great  difficulty  on  the  part  of 
the  helm's-man,  and  equal  vexation  on  that 
of  the  poor  Indian,  that  he  was  prevented  from 
carrying  his  defign  into  execution. 

Early  on  the  following  morning  he  climbed 
to  the  maft-head,  where  he  remained  feveral 
hours,  anxioufly  looking  out  for  the  fpot  which 
had  fo  much  attradled  his  regard. 

On  the  preceding  night  he  pointed  out  a 
great  number  of  ftars,  and  informed  Monf, 
Bougainville  of  their  names  in  the  language  of 
Otaheitej  and  it  was  afterwards  certainly  known, 
that  this  iflander  was  not  unacquainted  with 
the  phafes  of  the  moon,  and  that  he  was 
learned  in  thofe  prognofticks,  which  evince  an 
approaching  change  of  the  weather.  It  like- 
wife  appeared,  that  his  countrymen  were  not 
uninformed  in  this  kind  of  knowledge,  fo  ule- 
ful  to  people  whofe  wants  or  curiofity  frequent- 
ly carry  them  to  fea,  where  they  have  no  com- 
pafs  to  dire<5t  their  courfe,  except  their  own 
judgment,  and  the  fight  of  the  coeleftial  con- 
ftellations. 

Moni; 
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Monf.  Bougainville  confefTes,  that  the  na- 
tives of  Otaheite  are  fully  convinced  that  the 
fun  and  moon  are  peopled  j  and  he  aflcs, 
•'  What  Fontenelle  taught  them  the  plurality 

*'  of  worlds?" — We  will  anfwer  him The 

omnipotent  Creator  of  all  worlds,  who  fills  all 
fpace  i  whofe  power  gave  birth,  and  whofe 
prefence  gives  life  to  nature,  and  who  has  pour- 
ed his  bounties,  with  unfparing  hand,  on  every 
part  of  his  creation. 

Our  hiftorian  having  acknowledged,  that.thefe 
iflanders  are  pofTclTed  of  fuch  great  and  fupe- 
rior  talents,  has  certainly  no  right  to  call,  or 
to  deem,  them  Javages,  Is  a  man  a  favage  be- 
caufe  he  happens  to  be  born  in  a  different 
part  of  the  world  from  us ;  becaufe  he  is  unac- 
quainted with  the  languages  of  Europe,  and 
untaught  in  cuftoms,  which  he  could  never, 
from  the  locality  of  his  fituation,  have  an  op- 
portunity of  learning  .?  The  hiftorians,  and  par- 
ticularly the  navigators  of  this  quarter  of  the 
globe,  are  very  cenfurably  fond  of  diftinguifh- 
ing,  by  the  title  of  favages,  all  thofe  who  arc 
happy  enough  to  be  born  in  milder  climates, 
and  to  live  and  die,  uninftrufted  in  thofe  arts 
of  refinement,  and  unfl^illed  in  that  bafenefs  of 
infincerity,  which  are  at  once  the  chara6lerif- 
tick,  the  boaft,  and  the  difgrace  of  the  Chrif- 
tian  world. 

The  weather  continued  fine  till  the  end  of 
April,  at  which  time  the  principul  pilot  on  board 

th^ 
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the  Boudeufe  died  of  an  apopledic  fit.  In 
the  beginning  of  the  month  of  May,  three  iOands 
were  difcovcred  at  the  diftance  of  ten  or  twelve 
leagues  to  the  north- weft  ;  but  thefe  were  un- 
known to  Aotourou,  who  imagined  that  it  was 
Monf.  Bougainville's  country.  The  moon 
Ihone  bright  in  the  night,  during  which  they 
kept  fight  of  the  iflands,  and  in  the  morning 
fleered  for  thelargefl;,  the  eafl:ern  fliore  of  which 
they  coafted,  and  found  it  about  nine  miles  in 
length. 

The  coafts  of  this  ifland  are  remarkably 
fteep,  and,  in  fad,  the  whole  of  it  is  little  elfe 
than  an  enormous  hill,  cloathed  with  trees. 
Several  fires  were  feen  on  fhore,  a  fmall  num- 
ber of  houfes  covered  with  reeds,  under  the 
fliade  of  cocoa-nut  trees,  and  more  than  twenty 
of  the  natives  running  haftily  along  the  coaft:. 

The  two  fmaller  iflands  were  each  about  a 
mile  and  a  half  in  length,  and  feparated  from 
the  larger  one  by  an  arm  of  the  fea  i  in  (hape 
and  appearance  they  are  very  much  like  the 
former. 

The  Commodore  had  given  dire£lions  to 
lleer  between  the  iflands,  when  a  boat,  with 
five  Indians  in  her,  was  oblerved  coming  off 
towards  the  fliip.  She  advanced  very  near, 
but,  though  every  fign  of  friendly  invitation 
was  made,  not  one  of  the  natives  would  ven- 
ture on  board.  They  had  no  kind  of  cloath- 
ing  but  a  bandage  round  the  waift; ;  and  as  they 

could 
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could  not  be  prevailed  on  to  come  up  the 
lhip*s  fide,  Aotorou  ftripped  himfelf,  leaving 
on  nothing  more  than  what  they  wore,  and  ad- 
drefled  them  in  the  language  of  Otaheite;  but 
they  underllood  not  a  word  of  what  he  faid. 

As  they  held  up  fome  cocoa-nuts,  and  other 
vegetables,  and  fcemed  to  wifh  to  barter  them 
for  fome  trinkets  which  were  (hewn  them, 
Monf.  Bougainville  ordered  out  one  of  the 
(hip's  boats,  with  a  view  to  vifit  the  ftrangers ; 
but  they  no  fooner  learnt  his  intention,  than 
they  rowed  off  with  all  poffible  expedition,  and 
he  did  not  think  proper  to  follow  them. 

In  a  little  time  many  other  boats  advanced 
towards  the  fhips,  fome  of  them  rowed,  and 
others  failing.  Thefe,  lefs  diffident  than  the 
former,  came  clofe  under  the  fhip*s  fide,  but 
none  of  the  iflanders  would  venture  on  board. 
They  exchanged  pieces  of  an  exquifitely  fine 
Ihell,  yams,  cocoa-nuts,  and  a  water  hen  of 
moft  beautiful  plumage,  for  fmall  pieces  of 
red  ftuff  i  but  they  did  not  feem  fond  of  ear- 
rings, knives,  nails,  nor  iron  of  any  kind  ; 
which  had  been  fo  eagerly  coveted  by  the  inha- 
bitants of  Otaheite.  One  of  thefe  Indians 
brought  a  cock  with  him,  but  he  would  not  part 
with  it  on  any  terms.  They  had  alio  fome 
pieces  of  cloth,  of  the  fame  kind  as  that  ma- 
nufadured  at  Otaheite,  but  not  of  fo  fine  a 
fabrick,  and  died  black,  brown  and  red,  but 
pone  of  the  colours  were  good  of  their  kLinds. 
...^  O  o  They 
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They  were  likewife  poirefTedof  a  kind  of  wood 
hardened  by  fire,  lances,  mats,  and  fifli-hooki 
made  of  bones. 

Monf.  Bougainville  Gonjedures,  from  the 
features  of  theie  ifl.anders,  that  they  are  not  of 
fo  amiable  a  difpofition  as  the  natives  of  Ota- 
hcite  i  and  he  reprefcnts  them  as  fuch  dextrous 
thieves,  that  it  was  almoft  impoffible  to  guard 
aorainft;  their  depredations. 

Thefe  people  are  of  the  middle  fize,  and  ex» 
ccedingly  alert ;  they  are  of  a  deep  brown 
complexion,  but  one  was  feen  among  them  wha 
■was  much  fairer  than  any  of  the  others ;.  they 
had  no  beards,  fo  that  it  was  fuppofed  they 
were  plucked  out  by  the  roots,  and  their  hair>: 
which  was  univerfally  black,  ftood  alrrwaft  ereft 
on  their  heads ;  their  thighs  aad  breaft^  wewr 
painted  with  a  deep  blue. 

Their  boats  are  built  in  a  moft  ingenious 
tafte,  and  furniihed  with  out- riggers.  The 
head  and  ftern  of  the  vefiel  are  equally  fiat  with, 
its  fides,  and  over  each  is  a  fmall  deck,  in  the: 
center  of  which  is  a  row  of  wooden  pegs,  tht 
tops  of  which  are  enclofed  in  a  fliell  of  th© 
pureft  white  :  the  lail  is  formed  of  matting, 
and  its  Ihape  triangular,  being  extended  by 
means  of  flicks. 

In  thefe  boats  the  iflanders  followed  the; 
French  vefTels  to  a  conlidcrable  diftance  out  to^ 
fea,  while  feveral  others,  from  the  fmaller 
jflands,  joined  the  naval  procelTiofl,  andprodu-- 

ced 
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^ced  an  effeft  that  was  highly  agreeable.  In  one 
^f  thefe  laft  mentioned  boats  was  an  old  wo- 
man, remarkably  diftinguilhed  by  the  fingular 
Uglinefs  of  her  features. 

As  the  weather  now  fell  calm,  the  Common 
dore  gave  up,  from  an  apprehenfion  of  danger, 
his  projeft  of  failing  between  the  iflands,  though 
the  breadth  of  the  channel  was  more  than  four 
miles.  They  now  failed,  therefore,  in  the  open 
fea,  and  on  the  evening  of  the  fame  day,  the 
man  at  the  maft-head  had  fight  of  other  land, 
even  while  they  were  yet  in  view,  by  the  aid  of 
a  bright  moon,  of  the  iflands  they  had  lately 
left. 

On  the  morning  of  the  5th  it  appeared,  that 
the  newly  difcovered  land  was  a  mod  beautiful 
ifland,  confilling  of  alternate  mountains  and 
vallies,  clothed  with  tiie  richclt  verdure,  and 
finely  fhadowed  by  the  fpreading  branches  of 
the  cocoa-nut,  and  a  variety  of  other  trees. 
Near  the  weftermoft  point  of  this  ifland  is  a 
ledge  of  rocks,  and  tlie  lea  breaks  with  vio- 
lence on  many  parts  of  the  coaft,  fo  that  it 
would  be  difficult  to  iand,  except  in  very  few- 
places. 

Many  boats  put  off  from  the  ifland,  and 
failed  round  the  Ihips,  though  they  were  then 
going  at  the  rate  of  at  leaft  feven  knots  an 
hour.  Thefe  boats,  however,  one  only  ex- 
cepted, would  not  venture  near  the  fliips ;  but 
Sbat  one  went  along- fide,  and  her  crew  made 
O  o  2  figns 
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fjgns  for  the  French  to  land,  which  they  would 
have  done,  but  the  breakers  rendered  it  impof- 
fible.  At  this  time  the  man  at  the  maft-head 
obferved  a  number  of  the  Indian  boats  failing 
to  the  fouthward. 

On  the  following  day  another  ifland  was  feen 
to  the  weftward  of  the  fhip's  courfe,  in  the 
neighbourhood  of  which  were  two  fmaller 
iflands  -,  but  none  of  thefe  could  be  diflindly 
beheld,  on  account  of  fome  thick  fogs,  which 
intercepted  the  view. 

The  laft  mentioned  iflands  are  fituated  nearly 
where  Tafman,  the  Dutch  navigator,  has  placed 
a  number  of  iflands  which  he  difcovered,  and 
to  which  he  gave  the  names  of  Heemfliirk, 
Prince  William,  Pylftaart,  Amfterdam  and 
Rotterdam.  The  longitude  of  thefe  iflands 
correfponds  likewife,  very  nearly,  with  thofe 
which  navigators  have  called  Solomon's  Ifles; 
fo  that  it  is  mofl:  probable  they  are  the  fame. 

Monf.  Bougainville  conje6lures,  that  the 
number  of  boats  which  were  obferved  failing 
to  the  fouthward,  is  a  vindication  that  there 
are  other  iflands  at  no  great  diftance  -,  and,  in- 
deed, this  opinion  feems  to  be  well-grounded. 
o  all  thefe  lands  the  Commodore  gave  the 
general  name  of  the  Archiplago  of  the  Navi- 
gators* 

The  writer  of  this  work  mufl:  be  indulged 
for  giving  a  hint,  which  fprings  from  the  nobleft 
of  motives,    the  love  of  his   country.    It  is 

furely 
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furely  well  worthy  the  confideration  of  the 
•Britifh  miniftry,  whether  it  might  not  be  pro- 
per to  lend  a  fleet  to  difcover  and  fettle  fome  of 
thele  iflands. — Who  knows  what  future  benefit 
might,  from  fuch  a  circum  (lance,  accrue  to  the 
firft  maritime  and  commercial  ftate  in  the  uni- 
verfe  ?  —  The  American  colonies  form  the 
brightcft  gem  in  the  Britilh  crown.  The  co- 
lonies in  the  fouthern  pacific  ocean  might,  not 
improbably,  conltitute  a  diadem  of  ftiil  fupe* 
rior  luftre! 

.  On  the  morning  of  the  nth  another  ifland 
was  difcovered,  which  received  the  name  of 
the  Forlorn  Hope ;  but  for  what  reafoo  it  is  im- 
poflible  to  guefs.  At  a  diftance  it  had  the  ap- 
pearance of  two  iflands,  but  this  deception  was 
occafioned  by  its  fliape,  for  it  confifl:ed  of  two 
hills,  joined  by  a  low  land,  which  could  not 
be  ittn  far  out  at  fea. 

At  this  period,  and  for  fome  days  before  and 
afterwards,  the  weather  was  extremely  unfa- 
vourable, the  winds  being  adverfe,  and  the 
rains  and  calms  alternate.  Monf.  Bougainville 
Con  this  circumfliance)  obferves,  that  in  the 
ocean  which  has  obtaired  the  name  of  Paci- 
fic, the  approach  to  land  is  generally  announ- 
ced by  violent  tempefl:s,  which  become  fl:ill 
more  violent,  in  proportion  as  the  moon  dc- 
creafes.  The  vicinity  of  iflands  is  generally 
foreboded  by  thick  clouds  at  the  horizon,  and 
fquaUy  weather ;  and  the  precautions  neceflTary 


to 


'  294  M.  t)E  BOUGAINVILLE'S  VoYAct 
to  be  taken  to  prevent  a  veflel's  running  fowl 
of  fhoals,  may  be  more  eafily  conceived  than 
defcribed.  In  the  prefent  inftance  it  was  im- 
poflible  to  proceed  with  the  neccfiary  degree  of 
caution  ;  for  the  crew  were  in  want  of  provi- 
{ions,  and  water,  in  particular,  grew  very 
fcarce  ;  fo  that  they  were  obliged  to  take  ad- 
vantage of  every  breeze  of  wind,  both  by 
night  and  day,  and  run  all  hazards,  for  fear 
of  ftarving. 

Thusfuuated,  it  may  beprefumed,  that  they 
thought  themfelves  fufficiently  unhappy ;  but 
their  diftreffes  were  aggravated  by  the  greater 
number  of  the  crew  of  each  fhip  being  attack- 
ed by  the  fcurvy,  which  inflamed  their  mouths 
ft>  fuch  a  degrcre,  that  they  couH  fcarcely  have 
fwallowed  thofe  refrefhmcnts  of  which  they 
ftood  much  in  need.  Salt  beef,  pork,  and 
dried  pulfe,  conftituted  the  whole  fare  of  thofe 
who  remained  in  health;  for  the  fick,  how- 
ever, there  were  yet  fome  few  articles  oi  frclh 
provifions  remaining. 

At  this  unfortunate  jun£i:ure  the  difeafe,  con- 
fequent  on  an  illicit  commerce  between  the 
fexes,  made  its  appearance,  attended  by  all  its 
moft  difagrceable  fymptoms.  Aotourou  was 
fo  extremely  ill  of  it,  that  though  feeming  to 
defpife  its  progrefs  and  its  effcfts,  he  was  ob- 
liged to  fubmit  himfelf  to  the  care  of  the  Sur- 
geons. Monf.  Bougainville's  words,  on  this 
occafion,  are  very  remarkable.     "  In  his  (Ao- 

^'  tourou's) 
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"  tourou's)  country,  this  difeafc  is  but  little 
*<  minded.  Columbus  brought  it  from  Ame- 
*'  rica  *,  here  it  is  in  an  ifle  in  the  midft  of  the 
*'  areateft  ocean.  Have  the  Engliih  brought 
**  it  thither  ?  Or  ought  the  phyfician  to  win, 
"  who  laid  a  wager,  that  if  four  healthy  ftouft 
•*  men  were  fliut  up  with  one  healthy  woman, 
**  the  venereal  complaint  would  be  the  confc- 
•*  quence  of  their  commerce  ?'* 

Ungenerous  Frenchman  !  Why  this  unjufti- 
fiable  attack  on  the  En^iilb  ?  At  the  time 
Monf.  Bougainville  wrote  the  narrative  of  his 
voyage,  he  knew  that  fomc  of  his  crew  were 
infedled  with  the  malady  in  queftion,  when  they^ 
landed  at  Otaheite ;  for,  in  a  former  part  of  his 
volume  he  has  faid,  iFiat  he  did  all  in  his  pow- 
er to  prevent  their  communicating  it  to  the  poor 
iflanders.  "What  becomes,  too,  of  his  wonder, 
how  a  diforder  fhould  find  its  way  to  a  little 
ifland  in  the  pacific  ocean,  when  he  knew  that 
his  own  (hip  had  carried  it  thither ! — Whether 
Columb^ 'brought  this  peflilence  from  Ame- 
rica or  not,  is,  perhaps  a  queilion  not  cafily 
determined  -,  nor,  at  this  period,  is  it  at  all 
material :  but  one  fadl  is  well  known  ;  that  the 
French  have  plentifully  diftributed  the  conta- 
gion through  Europe,  and  it  is  not  improbable, 
that  they  have  likewife  carried  it  to  every  other 
quarter  of  the  globe. 

This  iubjed  is  rather  of  the  indelicate  kind ; 
but  we  arc  necefiarily  led  into  it  j  and  may  ba 

in  bulged 
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indulged  in  one  remark,  that  feems  to  arife  na- 
turally from  the  preceding  circumftances,  and 
will,  we  truft,  militate  on  the  fide  of  virtue. — 
Providence,  we  conceive,  wifely  intended  one 
man  for  the  afibciate  of  one  woman,  who  (hould 
be  the  companion  of  his  life,  the -friend  of  his 
bofom,  the  partaker  of  his  joys,  the  fharer  of 
his  griefs,  whofe  love  for  him  fhould  excite  all- 
his  tendernefs,  and  repay,  with  intereft,   thofe 
toils  and  cares  it  gave  rife  to.  Thus  paired,  thus 
mutually  giving  and  receiving  happinefs,  the 
married   ftatc   is  indeed   a   heaven   on   earth. 
Wedded  love,  the  chaile,  the  holy,  the  conju- 
gal tie,  will  enfure  as  much  happinefs  as  is  to 
be  found  in  this  fublunary  world  i  and  truft, 
O  reader,  in  the  goodnefs  of  God  for  the  fu- 
ture.    To  fum  up  this  remark,  marriages  are 
made  in  heaven  j  choofe,  ye  ladies,  with  pru- 
dence choofe,  the  heart  paired  with  your  own  ; 
fele£t  ye,  generous    youths,  the  amiable  fair, 
whofe  eyes  beam  the  gentle  influence  of  love, 
and  whofe  heart  feels  the  folid  force  og  virtue  j 
then  be  true  to  each  other,  and  bid  defiance  to 
contagion :  fo  fhall  your  days  be  happy,  and 
your  children  blels  the  parents  to  whom  they 
owe  the  firft  of  human  bleffings,  health  of  body, 
and  of  mind. 

The  fhips  now  fteered  a  wefterly  courfe,  and 
early  on  the  morning  of  the  2 2d  two  iflands 
were  difcovered,  one  of  which  received  the 
name  of  Aurora,  from  the  early  hour  on  which 

it 
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It  was  firfl:  feen,  and  the  other  that  of  Whit- 
funtide  Ifle,  from  the  day  which  gave  birth  to 
its  being  fo  named. 

The  track  of  the  vefTels  was  now  fo  diredled, 
as  that  they  might  have  pafled  between  the 
two  iflands,  but  an  uncxpeded  cahn  prevented 
this  manoeuvre.  Proceeding  to  the  northward 
of  the  firft  difcovered  ifland,  a  rifing  land,  in 
a  conical  form,  was  obferved  to  bear  north  by 
weft,  which  received  the  name  of  the  Peak  of 
the  Etoile. 

In  the  afternoon,  mountainous  lands,  at 
thirty  miles  diftance,  were  feen,  appearing,  as 
it  were,  over  and  beyond  the  ifland  of  Aurora, 

On  the  twenty-third  it  was  difcovered,  that 
the  land  laft  feen  was  a  feparate  ifland ;  the  ap- 
pearance of  which  was  lofty,  its  defcent  fteep, 
and  the  whole  cloathed  with  trees.  A  number 
of  boats  were  feen  coafl;ing  the  fliore,  but  none 
of  them  approached  the  fliips ;  fmoke  was  feen 
iffuing  from  among  the  woods,  but  no  habita- 
tion was  obferved. 

In  the  morning  the  Commodore  difpatched 
three  boats,  well  manned  and  armed,  to  take 
in  wood,  and  to  learn  the  necefl^ary  particulars 
refpeding  the  country,  while  the  fliips  guns 
were  brought  to  bear  on  the  ifland,  in  order  to 
proted  the  boats  crews  from  any  infult  that 
might  be  offered  them  by  the  natives. 

Monf.  Bougainville  himfelf  went  on  fliore 
in  the  afternoon,  where  he  found  the  good  na- 

P  p  tured 
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turcd  Indians  affifting  the  French-  in  carrying  t<J 
the  boats  a  quantity  of  wood  which  had  been 
cut. 

The  information  obtained  from  the  officer 
commanding  the  boat's  crew  was,  that  on  his 
firfl:  landing,  the  natives  aflembled  on  the  fhore, 
armed  with  bows  and  arrows,  intimating,  by 
figns,  that  the  ftrangers  muft  retreat.  The 
French  officer,  however,  ga^e  diredions  for 
landing,  and  while  his  people  advanced,  the 
idanders  retreated,  but  wkh  their  bows  bent, 
and  in  an  attitude  of  felf- defence.  At  length, 
the  crew  were  ordered  to  halt,  while  the 
Prince  of  Nafiau  approached  the  Indians,  who 
no  longer  retreated  when  they  faw  only  one 
perfon  advancing.  The  Prince  having  given 
them  fome  remnants  of  red  cloth,  their  efteem 
appeared  to  be  at  once  conciliated. 

The  commanding  officer  now  flationed  him- 
felf  at  the  entrance  of  a  wood,  and  fent  out  a 
party  in  fearch  of  refrefliments,  while  another 
was  deputed  to  cut  fire-wood.  The  natives 
now  came  forward,  with  an  appearance  of 
friendlhip,  and  diftributed  fome  fruit  among 
the  feamen,  to  whom  they  likewife  gave  fome 
arrows,  but  refufed  to  accept  any  thing  in  ex- 
change. Their  numbers  were  confiderable,  arwi 
thofe  who  were  not  armed  with  bows  and  ar- 
rows had  provided  themfelves  with  ftones,  as 
inftruments  of  defence. 

Thefe 
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Thefe  people  intimated,  that  they  were  at 
war  with  the  natives  of  a  different  diftridl  on 
the  illand,  and  even  while  thcs^  were  hinting  this 
circumftance,  an  armed  party  of  Indians  ap- 
proached from  the  weftward,  while  the  former 
appeared  determined  not  to  retreat  from  their 
enemies  j  but  the  valour  of  the  latter  was  ren- 
dered unneccffary  to  be  exerted  by  the  want  of 
prefent  courai^e  in  the  former. 

Matters  were  in  this  fituation  wlien  Monf. 
Eouo;ainville  landed  on  tiie  ifland,  where  he  re- 
mained  till  his  boats  were  laden  with  the  arti- 
cles he  wanted. 

This  being  done,  he  took  poflefTion  of  the 
ifland,  by  the  ad  of  burying  at  the  foot  of  a 
tree  an  infcription,  carved  on  an  oakplank; 
and  then  he  retreated  to  the  fhip. 

It  was  imagined,  that  this  early  retreat  of  the 
French  prevented  an  attack,  which  the  ifland- 
ers  had  meditated,  as  they  feemed  to  be  making 
preparations  for  what  they  had  not  yet  in  their 
power  to  carry  into  execution;  but  no  fooner 
had  the  boats  put  off,  than  the  illanders  hallened 
to  the  beach,  and  complimented  them  with  a 
Ihower  of  arrows,  and  a  volley  of  (lones ;  fome 
ot"  them  even  plunged  into  the  waves,  alimn^ 
their  fury  at  the  fuppoled  invaders,  and  hurl- 
ing their  vengeance  on  the  inlblent  ftrangers. 
When,  at  length,  one  of  the  feamen  had  been 
wounded  by  a  (lone,  a  difcharge  of  mufkets 
4lt.0ve  the  poor  iflanders  to  their  native  woods, 
P  |)  2  evidently; 
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evidently  wounded,  from  their  cries  and  excla- 
mations. 

Monf.  Bougainville  gives  the  following  def- 
cription  of  the  natives  of  thisifland,  which  he  cal- 
led the  IJle  ofLepers^  from  obferving,  that  many 
of  the  inhabitants  were  afflifted  with  the  lepro- 
fy.  Some  of  them  are  mulattto's,  and  others 
perfect  negroes ;  their  hair  is  woolly,  and  ge- 
nerally black,  but  in  fome  inllances  of  a  very 
light  brown,  approaching  to  a  yellow.  Fev/ 
women  were  feen  among  them,  but  thofe  few 
were  equally  difagreeabie  with  the  men,  who 
are  reprefented  as  low  in  ftature,  ill-favoured, 
and  difproportionably  made. 

VV^e  will  not  deny  the  veracity  of  our  hifto- 
rian  *,  the  works  of  Nature  and  of  Providence 
are  aftonifhing.  The  God  of  creation  is  equally 
wife  and  wonderful  in  all  his  works  j  but  we 
muft  own,  that  it  appears  to  be  a  phenomenon, 
the  exiftence  of  which  furpalTes  the  credulity 
of  an  Englilh  reader,  that  black  men  lliould 
have  (to  ufe  Monf.  Bougainville's  own  words) 
hair  "  of  a  yellowifli  colour."  Of  all  hiftorians, 
the  circumnavigators  are  fond  of  dealing  in  the 
marvellous.  Our  Commodore,  prefuming  that 
he  had  vifited  an  ifland  unapproached  by  any 
other  European  Commander,  has  told  us  jull 
what  he  pl'eafed  of  the  natives  of  that  ifland, 
and  it  is  not  in  our  power  to  contradict  him. 
It  would  have  given  weight  to  the  teftimony 

of 
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of  our  flippant  French  hiftorian,  if  he  had 
broucrht  to  Paris  one  of  thefe  curious  Lufus 
Natur^t  thefe  yellow- pated  negroes. 

The  ladies  of  this  fingular  country  carry  their 
children  in  a  bag  of  cloth,  (lung  at  their  backs. 
On  thefe  cloths  there  are  elegant  drawings  in  a 
fine  dye  of  crimfon.  The  nofes  of  the  men 
are  pierced  and  hung  with  ornaments ;  and  it 
is  prefumed,  that  they  pluck  their  beards,  as 
none  of  them  were  obferved  to  have  any. 
They  wear  a  bracelet  on  the  arm,  which  had 
the  appearance  of  ivory,  and  pieces  of  tor- 
toifhells  round  their  necks. 

Clubs,  flones,  bows  and  arrows  form  the 
armour  of  thefe  people  -,  the  arrows  are  made 
of  reeds  pointed  with  bone.  On  the  points  of 
thefe  bones  are  inverted  darts,  which  prevent 
the  arrow  being  drawn  without  tearing  the  flelh 
of  the  wounded  perfon.  The  boats  of  thefe 
iQanders  bore  a  ftrong  refemblance  to  thofc  of 
the  Indians  of  the  ifle  of  Navigators  ;  but  thefe 
vefiels  did  not  approach  the  fhips  lo  near,  as  to 
furnifli  the  French  with  an  opportunity  of  giv- 
ing a  particular  defcription  of  their  conllrudion. 

Near  the  beach  on  which  Monf.  Bougainville 
landed,  is  a  lofty  hill,  extremely  fttep,  yet 
cloathed  with  a  fuper-abundance  of  verdure. 
The  vegetable  productions  of  the  Ifle  of  Le- 
pers, are  far  inferior  to  thofe  of  Ocaheite,  ow- 
ing, as  is  fuppofed,  to  the  lightnefs  of  the  foil, 
and  its  want  of  depth. 
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Figs,  of  a  fpecies  not  before  known,  were 
found  in  this  country  ;  and  feveral  paths  were 
feen  cut  through  the  v;oods,  and  incloled  by 
pallifadoes  about  a  yard  in  height.  It  was 
conjedured,  that  thefe  enclofures  marked  the 
boundaries  of  the  landed  property  of  different 
perfons.  Half  a  dozen  hovels  only  were  feen, 
into  which  no  perfon  could  enter  but  on  his 
hands  and  knees  -,  yet  the  inhabitants  were  very 
numerous,  and  it  is  fuppofed  they  muft  be  very 
mif  rable,  from  the  perpetual  wars  among  the 
natives  of  different  diftrids  on  the  ifland. 

Monf.  Bougainville  fays,  that  the  found  of  a 
drum,  harfli  and  difTonant  to  the  ear,  was  fre- 
quently heard  in  the  wood  near  the  top  of  the 
above-mentioned  hill ;  and  this  he  imagines  to 
have  been  a  fignal  for  the  Indians  to  rally  their 
forces  •,  for  no  fooner  had  the  difcharge  of  the 
fire-arms  difperled  the  multitude,  than  this 
drum  v/as  immediately  heard  j  and  when  the 
iflanders  in  enmity  with  the  others  appeared, 
the  drum  was  beat  with  fufpended  violence. 

Aotourou  formed  a  very  contemptible  opi- 
nion of  the  inhabitants  of  the  Ifle  of  Lepers, 
whofe  perfons  appeared  indelcribably  odious  in 
his  eyes  ;  and  of  whofe  language  he  had  not  the 
flighteft  idea. 

On  the  23d  more  land  was  difcovered,  which, 
on  the  25th,  was  obferved  to  enclofe  almoft  all 
the  honzon,  fo  that  the  fhips  were  furrounded 
in  one  extenfive  gulph,  while  the  coaft  of  the 

newly- 
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newly-difcovered  country  contained  many  other 
gulphs,  or  large  inlets,  acrofs  which  feveral 
boats  were  obferved  rowing,  from  one  fliore  to 
the  other. 

The  night  of  the  25th  was  fpent  in  tacking, 
and  in  the  morning  it  was  obferved,  that  the 
currents  had  carried  the  fhips  feveral  miles 
more  to  the  fouth  than  their  reckoning.  The 
number  of  ifles  now  feen  was  fo  great,  that 
they  could  not  be  counted,  nor  could  the  end 
of  thefe  extenfive  countries  be  difcerned. 

Steering  north-weft  by  weft,  the  land  had  a 
very  beautiful  afpeft,  being  diverfified  with  fine 
trees,  between  fpots  of  land  that  had  the  ap- 
pearance of  being  cultivated.  Some  parts  of 
the  mountains  being  barren,  and  fpotted  in  dif- 
ferent places  with  a  red  earth,  Monf.  Bougain- 
ville conjeftures  from  that  circumftance,  that 
they  contained  fome  mineral  fubflances. 

A  great  inlet  to  the  weflward  having  been 
feen  on  the  preceding  day,  the  (hips  now  arrived 
in  it,  and  faw  a  number  of  negro  Indians  on 
the  fouth  coaft  of  it,  while  others  approached 
the  veflels  in  their  boats,  but  when  they  came 
to  about  the  diftance  of  a  mufl<.et  fhot,  they 
would  advance  no  nearer,  nor  could  any  fign  of 
invitation  from  the  French  induce  them  to  alter 
their  refokition. 

The  land  on  the  norrh  fhore  is  of  a  moderate 
height,  and  cloathed  wirh  trees.  On  tnis  ihore 
many  negroes  were  feen,  and  kverai  boacs  pur 
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off  towards  the  fliips  •,  but  thefe,  like  the  for- 
mer, rcfufed  to  come  to  board. 

At  the  diftance  of  about  eight  miles  from 
this  fpot,  two  iflands  were  feen,  which  formed 
the  entrance  of  a  fine  bay,  which  the  boats 
Avere  fent  to  examine,  and  after  they  had  been 
gone  a  few  hours,  the  found  of  mufliets  were 
heard,  which  made  the  Commodore  very  uneafy. 
On  their  return  in  the  evening  it  appeared,  that 
one  of  them,  in  difobedience  to  the  orders  of 
the  Commander,  had  left  her  confort,  and  go- 
ing near  in  fhore,  the  Indians  difcharged  two 
arrows  at  the  crew,  which  was  returned  by 
the  mufquetry,  and  fome  larger  guns.  A  pro- 
jeding  point  of  land  prevented  the  boat  being 
feen  from  the  fhips  j  but  the  inceffant  firing 
induced  the  Commodore  to  imagine,  that  fhe 
■was  engaged  with  a  very  large  number  of  the 
enemies  boats,  two  of  which  fhe  had  certainly 
encountered. 

Preparations  were  making  for  difpatching  the 
long-boat  to  her  affiilance,  when  fhe  was  def- 
cried,  coming  round  the  above-mentioned  point 
of  land. 

The  lamentable  cries  of  the  poor  Indians 
were  now  heard  in  the  woods,  to  which  they 
had  fled,  from  the  rage  of  their  enemies,  and 
their  drums  were  inceflantly  beating. — We  mufl 
now  tranfcribe  one  pafiage  from  Monf.  Bou- 
gainville, becaufe  it  is  the  moji  humang,  and 
confequently  fhe  nobUfi^  in  his  whole  narrative : 

"  I  im- 
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*«  I  immediately  made  fignal  to  the  boat  to 
*'  come  on  board,  and  I  took  my  meafures  to 
"  prevent  our  being  dilhonoured  for  the  future, 
«  by  fuch  an  abufe  of  the  fuperiority  of  our 
*'  power." 

The  country  laft  mentioned  confifted  of  a 
number  of  fmall  iflands,  off  which  there  is  to- 
lerable good  anchorage,  but  at  fuch  a  diftance 
from  the  coaft,  that  a  fhip  could  not  cover  any 
boats  which  (hould  land,  which,  as  the  iflands 
are  cloathed  with  thick  woods,  would  be  the 
more  neceifary. 

Thefe  Indians  went  naked,  and,  except  a 
bandage  round  the  waifl,  wore  the  fame  kind 
of  ornaments  as  thofe  on  the  ifland  of  Lepers, 
whom  they  refembledin  all  refpedls,  except  not 
being  quite  fo  black  •,  and  the  produdlions  of 
the  ifland  were  likewife  the  fame. — The  Com- 
modore very  properly  declined  any  attempt  to 
trade  with  thefe  people,  whom  he  could  not 
fuppofe  would  barter  their  efFeds  with  thofe, 
from  whom  they  had  received  fuch  efliential 
injuries. 

On  the  morning  of  the  27th  they  again  fail- 
ed, and,  in  a  few  hours,  had  fight  of  a  fine 
plantation  of  trees,  between  which  there  were 
regular  walks,  refembling  thofe  of  an  Euro- 
pean garden.  Many  of  the  natives  were  fecn 
near  this  Ipot,  and  as  an  inlet  was  obferved  at 
no  fmall  diftance,  the  Commodore  ordered  the 
Q  q  boat^ 
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boats  to  be  hoifLed  out ;  but  they  found  that  It 
was  imprafticable  to  land. 

V  The  fliips  now  quitted  the  great  clufter 
of  iflands  they  had  lately  vifited,  which  re- 
ceived the  general  name  of  j^rchipdago  of  the 
great  Cyclades^  which,  it  is  conjeflured,  occu- 
pies no  lefs  than  three  degrees  of  latitude,  and 
five  of  longitude.  Monf.  Bougainville  fays, 
that  thefe  iflands  are  not  the  fame  that  Quiros 
called  Turra  Aujiral  del  Efpiritu  Santo ;  but 
that  Roggewein  faw  the  northern  extremity  of 
them,  which  he  denominated  Croningeny  and 
^hienhoven. 

Our  author  now  recites  a  very  fingular  faft. 
On  board  the  flore-fliip  v/as  a  perfon  reported 
to  be  a  woman,  which  was  almoft  confirmed  by 
her  want  of  beard,  her  voice,  and  her  fhape. 
The  Commodore  going  on  board  the  Etoile, 
enquired  into  the  fa6l  •,  when  the  party  confef- 
fed  her  fex,  while  floods  of  tears  fl:reamed  dowrj 
her  face. 

Her  ftory  is  extraordinary. — Born  in  Bur- 
gundy, and  left  an  Orphan,  flie  was  ruined  by 
the  fatal  ifllie  of  a  law-fuit :  on  which  flie  re- 
folved  to  drop  the  habit  of  her  fex,  and  fervcd 
a  gentleman  at  Paris ;  but  hearing  of  Monf. 
Bougainville's  intended  expedition  round  the 
world,  flie  repaired  to  Rochefort,  where,  jufl: 
before  the  fliips  embarked,  flie  entered  into  the 
fervice  of  Monf.  de  Commerfon,  who  went  out 
witl>a  view  of  encreafing  his  botanical  know- 
ledge, 
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Jedf^e.  She  followed  her  mafter,  with  aflonifh, 
ing  courage  and  refolution,  through  deep  Ihows, 
to  the  hoary  tops  of  the  mountains  in  the 
ftreight  of  Magellan,  carrying  loads  of  herbs, 
plants,  arms  and  provifions,  with  unlpeakable 
courage,  and  unwearied  toil. 

While  our  adventurers  were  at  Otaheite,  the 
men  of  that  ifland  flocked  round  our  heroine, 
and  exclaiming,  "  this  is  a  woman  !"  would 
certainly  have  treated  her  as  fuch,  but  that  an 
officer  refcued  her  from  their  hands,  and  or- 
dered her  to  be  delivered,  unviolated  on  board 
^  the  (hip. 

Monf.  Bougainville  obferves,  that  this  is  the 
firil  woman  that  ever  circumnavigated  the 
globe,  and  remarks  on  the  fingularity  of  her 
fituation,  if  the  fhips  lliould  have  been  wreck- 
ed on  fome  defert  ifle  in  the  great  ocean.  The 
name  of  this  extraordinary  woman  is  Bare ; 
and  flie  is  as  celebrated  for  her  challity  as  her 
courage. 

On  the  night  between  the  fourth  and  fifth  of 
June  fome  breakers  were  feen  at  half  a  league's 
diftance,  by  the  light  of  the  moon.  In  the 
morning  it  appeared  to  be  a  low  flat  fandy  ifle, 
abounding  in  birds,  which  received  the  name 
of  the  Sboal  of  Diana. 

About  this  period  feveral  fpecies  of  fruit,  and 

fome  pieces  of  wood,  floated  by  the  fl^iip ;  and 

3  kind  of  flying  fifli  was  fee^i,  larger  than  the 

Q^q  2  common 
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common  fort,  the  body  of  which  was  black, 
and  the  wings  red. 

A  fand  bank  was  difcovered  on  the  6th,  on 
which  the  fea  broke  violently,  and  the  tops  of 
rocks  were  feen  at  intermediate  fpaces.  "  This 
**  laft  difcovery  (fays  our  author)  was  the  voice 
»'  of  God,  and  we  were  obedient  to  it." — They 
therefore  fpent  the  night  in  making  fhort  tacks 
in  that  part  of  the  fea  with  which  they  were 
previoufly  acquainted. 

At  this  time  the  fait  provifionson  board  were 
become  fo  putrid,  that  it  was  alrnoft  impoffible 
for  men,  even  on  the  point  of  ftarving,  to  fwal- 
low  them  •,  and  therefore  the  rats  were  induf- 
trioufly  fought  after,  and  eaten  in  preference 
to  it.  The  remaining  peas  would  ferve  only 
forty  days,  and  the  bread  two  months  ;  fo  that 
it  became  highly  neceflary  to  think  of  fleering 
to  the  northward. 

On  the  I oth,  before  day-break,  an  agreeable 
fragrancy  impregnated  the  air,  announcing  that 
land  was  near ;  and  it  was  accordingly  dif- 
covered before  fun-rifing.  This  is  defcribed 
.as  a  moft  delicious  country,  divided,  near  the 
fea  coaft,  into  groves  and  plains,  behind  which 
the  land  rifes,  in  the  form  of  ^n  amphitheatre, 
till  the  tops  of  the  mountains  are  loft  in  the 
clouds,  The  moft  lofty  of  three  chain  of 
mountains  was  feen  above  fevcnty  miles  in-land, 
The  whole  country  appeared  to  be  rich  and  fer- 
Uie^  but  the  deplorable  fituation  to  which  the 
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fhip's  companies  were  reduced,  would  not  ad- 
mit of  their  ftaying  to  take  a  more  accurate 
furvey  of  it. 

On  the  loth  a  prodigious  fwell  from  the 
fouth-eafl:  drove  the  fhips  violently  towards 
land,  and  they  were  foon  within  about  two  miles 
of  it;  and  the  night  was  palled  in  this  dange- 
rous fituation,  taking  advantage  of  every 
flight  breeze  to  clear  the  Ihore.  A  number  of 
boats  were  now  feen  coalling  the  ifland,  on  many 
parts  of  which  fires  were  oblerved.  A  turtle 
was  found  here  in  the  belly  of  a  Ihark. 

For  feveral  fuccefTive  days  there  was  fo  thick 
a  fog,  that  the  Boudeufe  was  obliged  to  fire 
frequent  guns  to  keep  company  with  the  Etoilc, 
on  board  of  which  were  a  part  of  their  provi- 
sions. 

Several  fhell  fifh,  called  cornets,  leaped  into 
the  fhip  in  the  night,  and  as  it  is  known  of 
thefe  fifh,  tliat  they  are  accuftomed  to  keep  at  the 
bottom  of  the  fea,  it  is  evident,  that  the  fhips 
mufl  hare  been  in  very  fhallow  water. 

On  the  1 6th  the  weather  became  fine,  and 
on  the  following  day  feveral  iflands  were  dif- 
covered,  one  of  which  was  called  Ufhant,  from 
its  fimilitude  to  the  ifland  of  that  name. 

By  this  time  our  voyagers  were  reduced  to 
very  great  extremities.  The  allowance  of 
bread  and  pcafe  was  confidcrably  reduced ;  and 
a  fear  of  the  confequenccs  that  might  arife, 
obliged  the  Commodore  to  forbid  the  eating  of 
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leather.  There  v/as  yet  on  board  a  fhe-goat, 
which  had  been  brought  from  Falkland's 
Iflands  -,  flie  yielded  milk  daily  -,  but  this  was 
inlufficient  to  lave  her  life :  the  ftarving  crew 
demanded  the  viftim,  and  the  butcher,  who 
-  had  hitherto  been  her  feeder,  wept  as  he  plun- 
ged the  murderous  knife  in  the  bread  of  his 
favourite.  Soon  after  this  a  dog,  which  had 
been  put  on  board  at  the  ftreights  of  Magellan, 
fell  a  facrifice  to  the  dire  demands  of  hunger. 

On  the  i8th  not  lefs  than  nine  or  ten  iflands 
were  difcovered,  and  on  the  20th  a  ftill  farther 
number.  Our  navigators  now  ftruggled  at  once 
with  a  variety  of  inconveniences,  occafioned 
by  foul  fnips,  damaged  rigging,  crazy  mails, 
and  tempeftuous  weather. 

On  the  25th  high  lan^was  difcovered,  which 
appeared  to  terminate  in  a  cape,  which  they 
doubled  with  a  degree  of  tranfport  that  may 
be  more  eafily  conceived  than  defcribed,  as  it 
was-the  point  they  had  wiihed  for  a  fight  of, 
from  a  certainty  that  it  would  enable  them  to 
quit  for  ever  the  archipelago  of  iflands,  amidfl: 
which  they  had  been  fo  long  in  hourly  danger 
of  Ihipwreck  or  ftarving.  This  cape  was  cal- 
led Cape  Beliierancey  and  the  name  of  the  Gtdph 
cf  ths  Lotdfiadey  was  given  to  a  bay,  of  which 
the  Cape  forms  the  eaftermoil  point. 

North  of  Cape  Deliverance  about  fixty 
leagues  land  was  difcovered,  which  proved  to 
be  two  fmall  iflands  j  and,  two  days  afterwards, 
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an  officer  was  fentto  examine  leveral  creeks,  in 
the  hope  of  finding  anchorage,  while  the  Ihips 
failed  (lowly  after  the  boats,  ready  to  join  them 
on  thefirft  fignal. 

The  natives  now  advanced  towards  the  fliip 
in  feveral  boats,  carrying  from  two  or  three, 
to  upwards  of  twenty  men  each. 

Thefe  boats  had  no  outriggers,  and  their 
crews  were  as  black  as  the  negroes  on  the  coalt 
of  Guinea.  Some  of  them  had  reddilli  hair, 
and  that  of  all  of  them  was  long  and  curled. 
They  wore  v/hite  ornaments  on  their  foreheads 
and  neeks,  and  were  armed  with  lances  and 
bows  -,  they  kept  an  almoft  continual  fhouting, 
and  feemed  rather  inclined  for  war  than  peace. 

When  the  boats  returned  on  board,  the  ofScer 
reported,  that  the  fea  broke  on  all  parts  of  the 
coaft,  that  he  had  found  only  one  fmall  river, 
that  the  land  is  every  where  covered  with  wood, 
and  thaj:  the  mountains  run  down  cloie  to  the 
fcafhore. 

The  natives  dwell  on  the  mountains,  but 
they  have  a  few  huts  on  the  banks  of  fome  of 
the  fmall  creeks. — Some  of  them  followed  one 
of  the  ihip's  boats,  and  feemed  almoil  refolved 
on  an  attack  ;  and  one  of  the  Indians  repeat- 
edly put  himfelf  in  an  attitude  to  have  thrown 
his  lance  •,  but  he  defifted  from  his  purpofe,  and 
no  mifchief  was  done. 

Monf.  Bougainville  fays,  that  he  was  now 
advanced  too  far  to  return ;  but  that  he  hoped 

to 
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to  find  a  paflage,  though  the  weather  was  fo 
foggy  that  he  could  not  difcern  any  objeft  at 
the  diftance  of  more  than  two  leagues. 

In  the  morning  of  the  iftof  July,  the  fhips 
were  juft  in  the  ftation  they  had  quitted  the  pre- 
ceding night,  having  been  impelled  forward, 
and  driven  back,  by  the  tides. 

Nothing  remarkable  happened  but  the  dif- 
covery  of  a  Race^  in  the  middle  of  a  paflage, 
to  which  v/as  given  the  name  of  Dennis^  Race, 
from  that  of  the  mailer  of  the  Boudeufe. 

A  race  is  a  part  of  any  channel  or  ftreight, 
where  there  are  oppofing  tides,  or  a  rapid  and 
dangerous  current ;  and  fuch  are  even  fometimea 
met  with  in  the  open  feas. 

Boats  were  now  fent  to  find  anchorage  in  a 
fine  bay ;  and  the  account  of  their  expedition 
is  as  follows. — That  a  number  of  Indian  boats, 
in  which  were  a  hundred  and  fifty  of  the  na- 
tives, armed  with  fhields,  lances,  and  bows, 
came  from  the  banks  of  a  rivulet  on  which 
their  habitations  were  fituated,  and  rowed  haf- 
tily  towards  the  French  boats,  which  they  fur-« 
rounded,  and,  with  hideous  outcries,  began 
the  attack  with  their  bows  and  lancesi  The 
French  difcharged  their  mufkets-,  but  the  na- 
tives covering  themfelves  with  their  fliields,  the 
fight  continiled,  till  a  fccond  firing  terrified  them 
fo,  that  they  made  a  hafty  retreat,  fome  of 
them  fwimming  on  Ihore, 
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Two  of  their  boats  were  taken,  on  the  ftern 
of  which  was  the  figure  of  a  man's  head 
with  a  long  beard,  the  eyes  being  mother-of- 
pearl,  the  ears  tortoifefhell,  and  the  lips  were 
dyed  a  bright  red.  Exclufive  of  their  wea- 
pons and  utenfils,  there  were  found  in  their 
boats  cocoa-nuts,  and  feveral  fruits,  the  fpe- 
cies  of  which  were  not  known,  the  jaw  of  a 
man,  half  broiled,  and  various  other  things. 

The  natives  of  this  coaft  are  negroes,  whofe 
hair  curls  naturally,  and  they  have  a  method  of 
colouring  it  yellow,  red,  and  white.  Their 
cloathing  confifts  only  of  a  piece  of  matting 
round  the  waift.  This  river  received  the  name 
of  IVarrior's  River,  and  the  whole  fpot,  thac 
of  the  JJle  and  Bay  of  Choifeul. 

Two  days  afterwards  a  cape  was  difcovered, 
which  was  called  Cape  UAverdi,  on  which  were 
mountains  of  an  aftonifhing  height.  On  the 
4th  other  mountainous  land  was  difcovered, 
from  which  came  off  five  or  fix  Indians,  and, 
after  lying  on  their  oars  fome  time,  they  accep- 
ted fome  trifles  which  were  thrown  to  them. 
They  now  exhibited  fome  cocoa-nuts,  faying, 
boucat  bouca^  onelle  I  and  feemed  greatly  pleafed 
when  the  French  repeated  them.  They  then 
intimated,  that  they  would  fetch  fome  cocoa- 
nuts,  but  they  had  fcarcely  left  the  fliip's  fide, 
when  one  of  them  difchargcd  an  arrow,  by 
which,  however,  no  perfon  was  wounded. 

U  r  The 
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The  people  were  altogether  naked,  had  long 
ears,  bored,  and  curled  fhort  hair,  which  fome 
of  them  had  dyed  red,  and  they  had  alfo  white 
fpots  on  their  bodies.  Their  teeth  were  red, 
probably  from  the  chewing  of  betel. 

This  ifland,  which  was  named  Bouka,  ap- 
peared to  be  cultivated,  and,  from  the  number 
of  huts  that  were  feen,  it  probably  abounds 
with  inhabitants. — The  cocoa-nut,  and  other 
trees,  difperfed  over  a  beautiful  plain,  was  a 
fufficient  temptation  for  landing  -,  but  the 
rapidity  of  the  current  prevented  the  poflibility 
©f  it. 

Two  more  rflands  were  feen  on  the  5thy 
and,  as  the  wood  and  water  were  expended,  and 
difeafe  reigning  aboard,  the  Commodore  re- 
folved  to  land  here,  and,  on  the  following  af- 
ternoon, the  fhips  came  to  an  anchor.  The 
eafl-is  were  fent  on  fhore,  and  tents  eredted  for 
the  lick,  on  a  commodious  fpot,  where  there 
were  four  rivulets  near  together,  and  where 
wood  for  the  carpenters  and  joiners  ufe,  as  well 
as  for  burning,  was  very  plenty  ;  there  were  no 
inhabitants  near  the  place,  fo  that  the  fick  had 
an  opportunity  of  ranging  the  woods,  fearlefs 
of  any  attack  f\om  the  natives,  and  every  thing 
feemed  to  confpire  to  render  this  fpot  the  mod 
eligible  imaginable ;  but  there  was  one  great 
inconvenience,  no  fruit  could  be  found. 

Tv/o  huts  were  difcovered  on  the  bank  of  a 
rivulet,  not  far  from  the  encampment,   and  a 

boatj 
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boat,  near  which  were  fcen  the  remains  of 
fires,  fome  calcined  (hells,  and  the  Ikeletons 
of  fome  anmals  heads,  which  were  taken  for 
thofe  of  the  wild  boar.  Some  frefh  bananas 
were  found,  which  proves,  that  the  natives  had 
but  larely  left  the  place. 

This  ifland  produces  a  large,  blue  crefted 
pigeon,  which  has  fo  plaintive  a  note,  that  the 
feamen  miflook  it  for  the  cries  of  men  towards 
the  mountains. 

Monf.  Bougainville  now  relates  an  extraordi- 
nary incident.  A  feaman  being  looking  for 
fhells,  found  a  plate  of  lead  buried  in  the  fand, 
on  which  the  following  letters  were  very  vifible. 

HOR'D  HERE 

ICK  MAJESTY'S 

The  mark  of  the  nails  with  which  the  lead  had 
been  fattened  appeared ;  and  it  is  plain,  that 
the  natives  muft  have  torn  off  the  plate  and 
broken  it. 

This  circumflance  gave  rife  to  a  diligent 
fearch,  and,  at  about  fix  miles  from  the  wa- 
tering-place, the  very  fpot  was  found  whers  the 
Englilh  had  formed  their  encampment.  Seve- 
ral trees  were  feen  which  had  been  felled,  and 
others  which  were  fawn  in  pieces.  A  very  large 
and  confpicuous  tree  was  found,  on  which  the 
infcription  had  been  nailed  ;  it  flood  in  the 
midft  of  a  fpacious  place,  and  it  appeared,  that 
the  plate  had  been  pulled  down  but  a  very 
ihort  time.  There  were  other  trees,  to  which 
R  r  2  the 
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the  ends  of  ropes  were  faftened.  One  of  the 
trees  which  had  been  cut  down  had  put  forth 
frefh  twigs,  apparently  of  the  growth  of  four 
months.  Monf.  Bougainville  mentions  it  as  a 
very  fmgular  circumftance,  that,  amidftfo  ma- 
ny idands,  he  fhould  happen  to  land  on  that  fo 
lately  vifited  by  a  rival  nation  1 

Diligent  fearch  was  now  made  for  food  and 
refreQiments,  but  almofl  in  vain  ;  for  nothing 
could  be  found  but  a  few  cabbage-trees,  and 
thatch-palms.  No  fifn  could  be  catched,  and, 
though  a  few  wild  boars  were  feen,  not  one  of 
them  \vas  taken.  A  fmall  number  of  pigeons 
were  indeed  fhot,  the  feathers  of  which  were 
of  green  and  gold. 

It  will  be  needlefs  to  mention  the  other  pro- 
duds  of  this  iOand,  as  the  reader  has  already 
had  an  account  of  them  in  the  narrative  of  thq 
Hnglilh  voyages. 

No  time  was  now  lofl:  in  the  neceflary  repairs 
of  the  {hips  j  and  an  equal  divifion  was  made 
of  the  provifions,  which  now  began  to  run  ex- 
tremely fliort.  A  third  part  of  the  late  allow- 
ance of  peafe  was  taken  off.  From  the  Com- 
modore to  the  lowed  perfon  on  board,  all 
fared  alike  :  their  fituation,  like  death,  banifh- 
ed  all  diftinclion. 

On  the  13th  there  was  an  eclipfe  of  the  fun, 
which  was  clearly  feen,  and  the  proper  aftrona- 
mical  and  nautical  remarks  made  on  it.  The 
p^me   of  Port  Frajlin  was  given  to  this  hai;- 

bour. 
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hour,  an  infcription  having  been  firft  buried  un- 
der the  fpot  where  the  ecliple  had  been  ob- 
ferved. 

The  Etoile  being  a  light  veflel,  and  there 
being  no  ftones  to  ballaft  her,  after  the  provifu 
ens  had  been  taken  out,  this  important  bufinefs 
was  neceflarily  performed  with  wood;  a  fa- 
tiguing and  unwholefome  tafl<,  in  fo  damp  a 
country. 

An  infe6t  of  a  molt  wonderful  texture  was 
found  on  this  ifland,  the  body  and  wings  of 
which  appeared  fo  much  like  the  leaf  of  a  tree, 
as  fcarcely  to  be  diftinguifhed  from  it,  even  on 
a  nice  infpeclion.  When  the  wings  are  ex- 
tended, each  forms  the  half  of  a  leaf,  and  when 
they  are  clofed  it  is  entire.  The  upper  fide  of 
the  body  is  of  a  brighter  hue  than  the  under 
parts;  and  it  has  fix  legs,  the  upper  joints  of 
which  refemble  parts  of  leaves.  This  curiofity 
was  preferved  in  fpirits,  and  is  in  the  cabinet  of 
the  French  King. 

A  failor  who  was  haulincr  the  fifhing-.net,  in 
fearch  of  a  fcarce  fifli  called  the  hammer-oyfter, 
having  been  bit  by  a  fnake,  whofe  bite  is  poi- 
sonous, was  cured  in  a  few  hours  by  a  profufe 
perfpiration,  produced  by  taking  flower  de-luce 
)vater  and  treacle. 

Aotourou  having  remarked  the  progrefs  of 
the  cure,  intimated,  that  at  Otaheite  there  were 
fea-fnakes,  whofe  bite  is  mortal  in  every  in- 
^ance. 

On 
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On  the  2  2d  repeated  fhocks  of  an  earth- 
quake were  felt  for  about  two  minutes.  The 
fea  rofe  and  fell  feveral  times,  fo  that  the  con- 
cuffions  were  felt  on  board  the  fhips. 

Notwithftanding  the  extreme  bad  weather 
which  prevailed,  the  crews,  divided  into  fepa- 
rate  parties,  went  to  the  woods  every  day,  in 
hopes  to  (hoot  fome  turtle-doves,  and  gather 
cabbage-trees  and  thatch-palms  •,  but  it  gene^ 
rally  happened,  that  they  returned  without  any 
fuccefs,  and  wet  to  the  fkin.  At  length,  how- 
ever, they  found  fome  mangle  apples,  and  a 
kind  of  pruens  -,  but  too  late  to  be  of  much 
fervice,  as  they  were  now  on  the  point  of  dc-* 
pzrture.  A  kind  of  ivy  was  fuccefsfuUy  appli- 
ed in  the  cure  of  the  fcurvy. 

An  immenfe  cafcade  was  feen,  falling  from 
numerous  rocks  into  a  hundred  bafons  of  water, 
and  at  once  fhaded  and  adorned  by  flately  trees, 
fome  of  which  grow  even  in  the  refervoirs,  is 
recommended  by  Monf  Bougainville  as  a  fub- 
jcd  fit  to  exercife  the  fancy  of  the  boldeft 
painter  — Why  did  not  his  limner  make  a  draw- 
ing of  it  ? 

The  fituation  of  the  fl:iips  companies  now 
became  fo  dreadful,  that  no  more  time  could  be 
loft.— In  the  afternoon  of  the  24th  a  favourable 
biecze  enabled  the  Ihips  to  get  out  to  fea. 

Monf.  Bougainville  remarks,  that  this  coun- 
try mud  be  New  Britain,  and  that  the  great 
bay  muft  be  the  fame  which  Dampier  calls  St. 

George's 
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George's  Bay  ;  but  that  he  had  the  happinefs  to 
land  on  a  part  of  it  where  his  wants  could  be 
fupplied  by  the  inhabitants. 

A  fucceflion  of  iflands  having  been  feen  in 
the  offing,  Monf.  Bougainville  named  them  af- 
ter the  officers. — The  field-tents  were  now  cut 
up,  to  make  trowfers  for  the  feamen,  who  had 
been  repeatedly  clothed  during  the  voyage,  to 
enable  them  to  fuftain  the  inclemencies  of  fo  ma- 
ny different  climates.  But  the  laft  change  of 
cloathing  was  now  delivered  out,  and  at  this 
period  an  ounce  of  bread  was  deducted  from 
their  fcanty  allowance.  Their  fait  provifions 
were  now  fo  bad,  as  to  be  naufeous  in  a  high 
degree ;  yet  their  ftarving  fituation  impelled 
them  to  feed  on  them  ;  but  even  at  this  melan- 
choly period,  no  one  yielded  himfclf  a  prey  to 
melancholy.  The  failors,  influenced  by  the 
example  of  the  officers,  employed  every  even- 
ing in  dancing,  difpelling,  by  their  mirth,  feme 
of  the  pangs  of  hunger. — Happy  Frenchmen  ! 
who  could  be  thus  mirthful,  in  the  jaws  of  ap- 
parent deftru£tion  ! 

New  Britain  continued  in  fight  till  the  be- 
ginning of  Auguft,  when  the  (hips  being  nearer 
the  land  than  they  had  been  before,  feveral  In- 
dian boats  came  off,  the  crews  of  which  were 
negroes,  with  woolly  heads,  which  they  had 
covered  with  white  powder.  They  are  tall  and 
adlive,  and  wore  no  other  cloaths  than  leaves 
round  the  middle.     They  held  out  fomething 

chac 
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that  had  the  appearance  of  bread,  and  invited 
the  French  to  land  ;  but  they  refufed  to  enter 
the  fhips,  though  an  attempt  was  made  to  con- 
tiliate  their  friendfhip,  t>y  prefcnts  of  fome 
pieces  of  fluff.  They  accepted  what  was  given^ 
and  threw  a  (lone  from  a  fling  in  return  -,  in- 
ftantly  retreating,  with  loud  vociferations. 

On  the  following  day  a  larger  number  affem- 
bled  along  fide  the  Boudeufe  -,  a  perfon,  who 
had  the  appearance  of  authority,  carried  a  red 
ftaff,  knobbed  at  each  end,  in  his  hand.  On 
approaching  the  lliip,  he  held  his  hands  over 
his  head  for  a  confiderable  time.  The  hair  of 
thefe  negroes  was  painted  red  •,  fome  of  them 
were  adorned  with  feathers,  ear-rings  made  of  the 
feed  of  feme  herb,  or  circular  plates  depending 
from  their  necks ;  others  had  the  nofe  pierced, 
and  rings  ran  through  it  j  but  the  general  orna- 
ment was  a  bracelet  made  of  the  half  of  a  IhelL 
The  French  were  anxious  to  conciliate  the 
elleem  of  thefe  people,  but  in  vain  •,  they  ea- 
gerly grafped  at  whatever  was  given  them,  but 
would  make  no  prefent  in  return.  The  roots 
of  a  few  yams  were  all  that  could  be  obtained 
from  them.  Two  of  their  boats  being  obferved 
approaching  in  the  night,  a  rocket  was  fired, 
on  which  they  inflantly  rowed  off. 

On  the  3ifl  a  number  of  Indian  boats  attack- 
ed the  Etoile  with  a  volley  of  flones  and  ar- 
rows J  but  a  fingle  difcharge  of  the  mufque- 
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try  got  rid  for  ever  of  thcfc  troublefome  com- 
panions. 

On  the  4th  of  Auguft  two  iflands  were  ken, 
which  are  conjedured  to  be  the  fame  which 
Dampier  diftinguilhes  by  the  name  of  Matthias 
and  Stormy,  or  Squally,  Jfland.  On  the  5th  a 
third  ifland  was  kttn,  and  then  the  northern 
point  of  New  Britain,  which  lies  only  forty  one 
minutes  louth  of  the  land. 

On  the  7th  a  flat  ifland  was  feen,  covered 
with  trees,  abounding  with  cocoa  nuts,  and 
certainly  well  inhabited,  as  appeared  from 
the  great  number  of  houfes  that  were  feen  on 
thefliore.  Fiflimg- boats  in  multitudes  furround- 
ed  the  ifland  ;  but  the  fifliermen  took  no  notice 
of  the  fliips.  This  received  the  name  of  the 
JJle  of  Anchorets.  On  the  following  day  a  pro- 
digious number  of  fmall  iflands  was  ken, 
when  Monf.  Bougainville  having  efcaped  the 
mofl:  imminent  dangers,  in  the  endeavour  to  dou- 
ble this  chain  of  iflands,  at  length  happily 
efledted  his  point,  in  confcquence  of  a  breeze 
which  fl:iU  frefliened  with  the  riling  fun. 

He  now  continued  to  range  the  coafl:  till  he 
came  within  fight  of  two  lofty  peaks,  to  which 
he  gave  the  name  of  the  tv/o  Cyclops.  On  the 
15th  two  high  mountains  were  difcovered  on 
the  continent,  and  two  fmall  iflands  near  them. 

On  the  23d  two  other  iflands  being  difcover- 
ed, an  attempt  was  made  to  land,  in  the  hope 
of  obtaining  refrefhments  j  but  this  was  found 
S  f  imprac 
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impraflicable,  but  by  the  boats,  the  Com* 
manding  Oilicer  of  which  reported,  that  the 
iflands  were  totally  uninhabited,  and  that  rq 
fruits  grew  which  were  fit  to  be  eaten. 

This  day  the  fliips  crews  were  twice  alarmed  ; 
the  firft  time  with  a  report  from  aloft,  that  a 
range  of  breakers  were  (e^n  a-head  ;  but  this 
proved  to  be  only  the  rippling  of  a  ftrong  tide  i 
the  fecond  alarm  v/as  from  the  fore-eaftle> 
where  it  was  declared,  that  the  bottom  of  the 
fea  was  vifible  under  the  fhip's  way.  Thi^ 
fhoal  was  perceived  by  the  crew  of  the  Etoile, 
but  was  eafily  elcaped  by  both  the  (hips.  Mon- 
ficur  Denys,  firft  Mafter  of  the  Boudeqfe,  died 
this  day  of  the  fcurvy,  to  the  inftnite  regret  of 
tlie  whole  fliip's  company.  At  this  time  up- 
wards of  forty  perfons  were  ill  of  the  fame  dif- 
order,  the  progrefs  of  which  was  flopped  by  the 
plentiful  ufe  of  wine  and  lemonade. 

It  was  now  thought  neceflary  to  (tear  a  fou- 
therly  courfe,  in  order  to  get  clear  of  the  iflands 
by  which  they  were  furrounded.  None  of  thefe 
iflands  appeared  to  be  inhabited,  though  all  of 
them  were  cloathed  with  verdure.  During  the 
following  night  they  failed  out  of  this  labyrinth, 
through  a  channel  about  three  leagues  in  breadth. 
Early  in  the  morning  they  doubled  the  fouthern- 
moft  of  a  number  of  fmall  iflands  on  each  fide 
of  this  channel,  which  was  denominated  the 
French  Palff'agc.  On  the  26rh,  in  the  morning, 
they  paffed  the  meridian  for  the  fifth  time,  and 
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early  the  next  day  had  fight  of  a  fmall  ifland  to 
the  fouth-eaft ;  they  likewife  iavv  a  lleep  hill, 
remarkably  high,  to  which  they  gave  the  name 
of  Big  Thomas  j  near  which  arc  three  fmall 
iflands. 

They  had  fight  of  feveral  iflands  on  the  27th 
and  28th,  when  Monf.  Bougainville  gave  or- 
ders for  a  boat  belonging  to  the  Etoile  to  (leer 
to  the  fouth-wefternmofl  of  thefe  ifles  in  fearch 
of  anchorage,  and  to  enquire  if  they  produced 
any  thing  worthy  of  notice.  The  boat  having 
landed  on  two  iflands,  which  neither  produced 
any  fruits,  nor  appeared  to  be  cultivated,  and 
indicated  no  figns  of  being  inhabited,  the  fliip 
was  on  the  point  of  returning,  when  an  Indian 
rowed  up  to  the  fliip's  boat,  without  exprelTing 
the  leail  fign  of  fear  or  aitonifnment.  The 
Frenchmen  intimated,  that  they  wanted  food 
and  liquor  -,  on  which  he  prefented  them  with 
a  kind  of  meal,  and  fome  water ;  in  return  for 
which  they  gave  him  a  looking-glafs,  a  hand- 
kerchief, and  fome  other  trifles,  which  he  re- 
ceived with  indifference,  and  laughed  at  the 
donors.  It  was  conjectured,  that  this  negroe 
had  deferred  from  one  of  the  adjacent  iflands 
which  have  been  fettled  by  the  Dutch.  The 
number  of  them  were  formerly  itven,  but  thry 
arc  now  reduced  to  five  by  ear.hquakcs.  Tjie 
crew  of  the  Boudeufe  took  a  turtle  on  this  fpoi; 
of  not  lefs  than  two  hundred  weight, 
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Early  in  the  morning  of  the  31ft  our  voy- 
ao-ers  had  fight  of  the  ifland  of  Ceram,  which 
funs  in  a  parallel  eaftand  weft,  abounds  in  lofty 
mountains,  and  is  pardy  cleared,  and  partly  in 
its  original  Rare.  A  grea:  number  of  fires 
were  (cen  on  this  ifland,  which  feem  to  intimate 
that  it  is  well  peopled.  Early  in  the  morning, 
on  the  firft  of  September,  our  adventurers 
found  themfelves  at  the  entrance  of  a  bay,  on 
the  banks  of  which  they  beheld  a  number  of 
fires ;  they  foon  obferved  two  boats  under  fail, 
conilrucled  on  the  plan  of  thofe  of  Malay.  A 
Dutch  pendant  was  now  hoifted,  and  a  gun 
fired  i  but  the  Commodore  confefies  his  error  in 
this  procedure,  as  the  people  at  Ceram  are  at 
variance  with  the  Dutch,  whom  they  have  al- 
moft  totally  routed  from  their  ifland.  Monf. 
Bouo:ainville  havinor  been  thus  unfuccefsful, 
through  miftake,  returned  from  the  bay,  and 
employed  the  reft  of  the  day  in  plying  between 
the  iflands  Bcnao,  Kelang^  and  Manepo. 

Some  time  before  midnight,  a  number  of 
fires  attracted  their  attention  to  the  ifland  of 
Boero,  where  there  is  a  Dutch  fadory,  well 
provided  with  the  neceflTary  refrefliments. 

The  above-mentioned  Dutch  fa6lory  is  at  the 
entrance  of  the  Gulph  of  Cajeli.^  v^^hich  the 
French  had  fight  of  at  day-break.  Their  joy 
on  this  occaflon  is  not  to  be  expreflfed  ;  for  at 
this  time  not  half  of  the  feamen  were  able  to 
perform  any  duty  j  and  the  fcurvy  had  raged 
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fo  violently,  that  no  man  on  board  was  perfedt. 
jy  clear  of  it.  What  few  provifions  were  on 
board  were  abfolutely  rotten,  and  ftunk  into- 
lerably. 

Thus  circumftanced,  their  change  of  fitua- 
tion  muft  have  been  rapturous  indeed !  From 
midnight  the  fragrant  breeze  had  wafted  the 
aromatic  flavour  of  the  plants,  which  abound 
in  the  Moluccas.  "  The  afpefl  (fays  our  au- 
*'  thor)  of  a  pretty  large  town,  fituated  in  the 
*'  bottom  of  a  gulph,  of  fhips  at  anchor  there, 
'*  and  cattle  rambling  through  the  meadows, 
"  caufed  tranfports  which  I  have  doubtlefs  felt, 
*'  but  which  I  cannot  here  defcribe."  Our 
Commodore  hoifted  Dutch  colours,  and  fired  a 
gun  -,  but  though  feveral  boats  were  failing  in 
the  bay,  none  of  them  came  along- fide.  In  a 
few  hours  a  periagua,  rowed  by  Indians,  ad- 
vanced towards  the  fhip,  and  the  commanding 
officer  enquired  in  Dutch  who  they  were ;  but 
refufed  to  go  on  board.  Monf.  Bougainville, 
however,  proceeded  under  all  his  fails,  and  in 
the  afternoon  came  to  an  anchor  oppofite  the 
fadory. 

Two  Dutch  foldiers,  one  of  whom  fpoke 
French,  now  came  on  board  the  -Boudeufe, 
demanding  the  reafon  of  the  Commodore's  en- 
tering that  port,  when  he  mu(t  knov/  that  the 
fliips  of  the  Dutch  Eafl  India  Company  had 
an  exclufive  right  to  that  privilege.  He  was 
anfwered,  in  brief,  that  necedity  was  the  mo- 
tive ; 
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tive;  that  hunger  muft  preclude  the  force  of 
treaties,  and  that  they  would  depart  as  foon  as 
their  wants  were  fuppiied. 

The  foldiers  foon  returned  with  the  copy  of 
an  order  from  the  Governor  of  Amboyna, 
who  prefides  over  the  Refident  at  Boero,  for- 
bidding him  to  admit  foreign  fhips  into  that 
port.  The  Refident,  therefore,  entreated 
Monf  Bougainville  to  declare,  in  writing,  the 
caufe  of  his  patting  in  there  ;  that  he  might 
tranfmit  fuch  declaration  to  the  Governor  of 
Amboyna,  in  juilification  of  his  own  condud;. 

This  requeft  being  complied  with,  all  dif- 
ficulties were  at  an  end  ;  the  Refident  having 
performed  his  duty  as  a  fervant  of  the  Com- 
pany, was  anxious  to  difcharge  the  fuperior 
duties  of  humanity.  The  Com.modore  and  his 
Officers  vifited  him  on  fhore,  were  received  in 
the  moft  friendly  manner,  and  accepted  his 
invitation  to  fupper. 

The  Refident  and  his  company  beheld  with 
equal  pleafure  and  furprize  the  effects  that  hun- 
ger had  on  the  appetites  of  the  guefts ;  nor 
were  they  willing  to  eat  themfelves,  lead  they 
fhould  deprive  their  now  too  happy  vifirants 
of  their  full  (hare  of  their  repafl.  Monf.  Bou- 
gainville confefTes,  thas  he  was  fupremely  hap- 
py, becaufe  he  had  previoufiy  fent  on  board 
what  would  be  an  equal  feaft  to  both  the  fhips 
companies.  A  contrail  was  now  made,  that, 
"whik  the  fliips  fhould  remain  in  that  harbour, 

venilbn 
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venifon  fhould  be  daily  fupplied  to  the  crews, 
that  eighteen  oxen,  a  number  of  fhcep  and 
poultry,  and  a  quantity  of  rice  (to  fupply  the 
place  of  bread)  fhould  be  put  on  board.  The 
Refident  was  likewife  obliging  enough  to  furnifh 
the  fick  with  a  quantity  of  pulfe  from  the  Com- 
pany's garden  -,  but  much  could  not  be  ob- 
tained, as  it  is  not  generally  cultivated  on  the 
ifland. 

The  fick  were  now  brought  on  fhore,  and 
the  majority  of  the  feamen  were  likewife  indulr 
ged  in  walking  about  for  their  health  and  plea- 
fure.  The  Commodore  hired  the  flaves  be- 
longing to  the  Company  to  fill  the  water  calks, 
and  to  carry  the  feveral  neceflaries  on  board. 

Monf  Bougainville  and  his  officers  were  gra^ 
tified  with  the  pleafure  of  ftag  hunting,  and  he 
mentions  the  deer  of  this  country  as  mod  e:^;- 
quifite  food.  The  Dutch  originally  tranfported 
them  hither.  This  ifland  is  defcribed  as  a  de- 
lightful compofition  of  woods,  hills,  plains, 
and  well-watered  vailies. 

The  town  of  Cajeli,  and  about  fourtecji 
Indian  dwellings,  formed  the  Dutch  fettlemenr. 
A  ftone  fort,  which  the  Dutch  had  originally 
ereded,  was  accidentally  blown  up  in  the  year 
1689  J  fince  which  time  it  has  no  enclofure 
but  that  of  paliladoes,  with  a  battery  of  fiJc 
fmall  cannons.  About  fifty  white  people  are 
^11  that  refide  on  the  ifland,  of  whom  a  Serjeant 
jind  twenty-five  men,  commanded  by  the  Rc- 
I  fidcnt, 
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fident,  form  a  part.     The  negroes  who  refide 
in  the  interior  parts  of  the  country  fubfift  by 
the  cultivation  of  rice. 

The  Moors  and  the  Alfourians  are  the  genuine 
natives  of  this  country  -,  the  former  are  pro- 
tefted  by  the  Dutch  fadory,  who  endeavour 
to  infpire  them  with  the  dread  of  all  foreign- 
ers. Thefe  people  are  principally  kept  in  awe 
by  the  influence  of  their  own  Chiefs,  for  whom 
the  Dutch  Refident  profeffes  a  fincere  regard. 
Dutch  poiic),  in  this,  as  in  all  their  other 
fettlements,  is  the  fame  -,  by  fomenting  a  jea- 
louiy  among  the  Chiefs  of  their  refpedive  de- 
pendants, a  plot  is  no  locner  formed  by  one 
Chicr,  than  it  is  revealed  by  another.  The  na- 
tives of  Boero  are  not  treated  as  flaves  by  the 
Dutch  J  their  flaves  being  procured  from  the 
iflands  of  Cerarn,  or  Celebes. 

Unlimited  freedom  and  independence  appear 
to  reign  among  the  Alfourians,  who,  refiding 
on  the  mountains  in  the  interior  parts  of  the 
ifland  fubflfl:  on  the  produce  of  their  hunting, 
with  fruits  and  fago.  It  is  prefumed  they  are  not 
Mahometans,  becaufe  they  eat  fwines  fiefli. 
The  principal  people  among  the  Alfourians 
pay  occaflonal  viflts  to  the  Dutch  Kefldent; 
*'  they  would  do  as  well  (fays  our  author)  to 
*'  fliay  at  home." 

The  chief  produ6ls  of  this  ifland  are  various 
kinds  of  wood,  particularly  black  and  white 
ebony  -,  and  there  is  a  fine  plantation  of  pepper. 

The 
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^he  fruits  arc  pine-apples,  citrons,  lemons, 
bitter  oranges,  fhaddocks,  bananas  and  cocoa- 
nuts.  Very  good  barley  is  likewife  a  produce 
of  this  country. 

Parrots,  and  a  variety  of  other  birds,  many 
of  them  extremely  beautiful,  abound  in  the 
woods.  There  is  likewife  the  wild  cat,  whofe 
bag  under  the  belly  ferves  for  the  conveyance 
of  its  young.  Bats,  and  ferpents  of  an  enor- 
mous fize,  the  latter  of  which  are  faid  to  have 
a  fwallow  capacious  enough  for  the  reception  of 
a  whole  fheep.  There  is  a  fnake  too,  which, 
porting  itfelf  on  the  trees,  darts  into  the  eye  of 
the  pafTenger  who  happens  to  look  up,  and 
the  bite  of  this  animal  is  certain  death. 

Crocodiles  of  an  aftonifhing  fize  refide  on 
the  banks  of  the  rivers,  devouring  fuch  beads  as 
fall  in  their  way  ;  and  men  are  only  protefted 
from  their  fury  by  carrying  torches  in  their 
hands.  Monf.  Bougainville  aflerts,  that  thefe 
crocodiles,  which  roam  for  prey  in  the  night, 
have  been  even  known  to  feize  people  in  their 
boats. 

The  name  of  the  Refident  at  Buero  is  Ou- 
man ;  he  is  by  birth  a  Batavian,  and  is  married 
to  a  native  of  Amboyna.  He  lives  in  great 
elegance  and  fplendour,  and  is  attended  by  no 
lefs  than  a  hundred  flaves.  Monf.  Bougain- 
ville fpeaks  of  his  politenefs  and  hofpitality  in 
very  high  terms.  After  having  twice  regaled 
the  French  Officers  in  the  ceremonious  way,  he 
T  c  bid 
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bid  adieu  to  all  fet  forms,  biit  his  houfe  was 
conftantly  open  to  them,  as  their  own  ;  they  al- 
ways found  good  viands  and  liquors,  and  our 
author  thinks  this  was  no  inconfiderablc  degree 
of  civility  to  perfons  who  had  fo  lately  been  on 
the  point  of  ftarving. 

The  Refident's  houfe  is  conftrufled  in  the 
Chinefe  taftcj  in  the  middle  of  a  garden,  which 
is  interfered  by  a  river:  the  houfe  itfelf  is  a 
handfome  building,  and  it  is  elegantly  furnifh- 
ed.  Its  approach  is  through  an  avenue  of 
trees,  which  are  planted  down  to  the  fea-fide. 
TIjC  wife  and  daughter  were  habited  in  the  Chi- 
Refe  manner,  and  v/ere  no  way  deficient- in  the 
fflential  requifites  of  good  breeding.  Their 
chief  employment  confifts  in  making  nofegays, 
and  fclefting  flowers  proper  for  diflillatioh. 

The  allonilhment  of  Actourou,  at  th?^  flrlt 
JBght  of  an  European  fettlcment,  may  be  more 
eafily  conceived  than  defcribed.  He  regarded 
every  objedl  with  an  intenfenefs  of  curiofity 
fcarceiy  to  be  fatisfied  ;  but  he  was  particularly 
charmed -v<'ith  the  hofpitaliiy  of  the  Dutch-. 
He  fuppofed  every  thing  freely  given,  as  he 
did  not  fee  any  thing  returned  by  way  of  bar- 
tere  Mcnf.  Bougainville  fays,  that  he  hchaved 
fcnfibly  with  refped  to  the  Dutch,  to  whom  he 
intimated  the  coniequenc«  he  was  of  in  hisowii 
country,  and  that  his  prefsnt  voyage  was  mere- 
ly pleafurable  with  friends  whom  he  eileemed. 
His  Qonllant  practice  was  to  imitate  the  man* 
*'--  ners 
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ners  of  the  French,  both  in  their  vifits,  and  in 
their,  rural  amufemenrs.  The  knees  of  this 
Indian  being  diftorted,  he  attributed,  to  tha: 
circumftance,  his  not  being  taken  with  the  Com- 
modore on  his  firft  vifit  to  the  Rtfidcnt, 
and  aftually  defired  fome  of  the  Teamen  to 
prefs  their  weight  on  his  knees,  to  make  *l!i?rn 
ftrait.-r— This,  furely,  is  no  great  proof  of  that 
good  fenfe  which  Monf.  Bougainville  has  fre- 
quently hinted  that  Aotourou  was  poficfied 
of! — This  iflander  would  frequently  enquire  if 
Paris  was  as  grand  a  place  as  Eoero. 

Though  the  French  were  only  fix  days  on 
Ihore,  the  healthful  air  of  the  place  had  fo  far 
recovered  the  fick,  that,  by  the  help  of  the 
refrelhments  now  ready  to  be  put  on  board,  ic 
was  very  poflible  to  perfeft  the  cure  at  fea. 

The  Tick  people  were  conveyed  to  the  fhips 
in  the  morning  of  the  7th,  and  before  evening 
every  one  was  on  board,  in  expeftanon  of  the 
land  breeze,  by  which,  after  much  difnculry 
in  weighing  the  anchor,  they  were  enabled  zo 
fail  about  an  hour  before  miidnight,  and  got 
clear  of  the  gulph  of  Cajeli  before  morning. 

Monf.  Bougainville  now  proceeds  to  a  recital 
of  the  incidents  which  occurred  during  his  paf- 
fage  from  Boero  to  Batavia,  in  which  we  Ihall 
trace  him  with  all  neceffary  exadlnefs. 

Having  coafted  the  ifland  of  Boero,  the  iflesf 
of  Manipa  and  Kilang  were  feen  on  the  morn- 
ing of  the  8th,  and  on  the  9th  they  had  fighc 
T  t  ^  of 
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of  the  iQand  of  XuUabeffic,  where  the  Dutch 
have  a  fadory,  named  Cleverbladt  that  is,  the 
Clover-leaf.  There  is  a  garrifon,  confifting  of 
twenty-five  men,  under  the  difcipline  of  a  Ser- 
jeant, and  commanded  by  a  perfon  who  holds 
no  higher  rank  than  book-keeper  to  the  Dutch 
Eaft  India  Company. 

On  the  loth  the  Commodore  buried  his  tay- 
lor,  who  fell  a  facrifice  to  the  fcurvy,  encreafed, 
when  on  the  point  of  cure,  by  an  exceflive 
drinking  of  brandy. 

On  the  morning  of  the  lith  they  had  fight 
of  the  ifland  of  Wawoni,  and  in  a  few  hours 
(aw  that  of  Button,  the  ftreights  of  which  they 
entered  on  the  following  day,  and  obferved  a 
veiTtl  of  a  fquare  form,  ranging  the  (hore,  and 
towing  a  periagua.  The  French  fhips  were  no 
fooncr  obferved  by  this  vefifel,  than  fhe  furled 
her  fail,  and  concealed  herfelf  behind  a  fmall 
iQand.  A  French  feaman,  whom  Monf.  Bou- 
gainville had  engaged  at  Boero,  faid,  that  the 
vefiTel  in  queftion  was  manned  by  a  fet  of  Indian 
pirates,  who  made  a  pradlice  of  taking  pri- 
foners,  in  order  to  fell  them. 

In  the  afternoon  the  Ihips  failed  by  a  beau- 
tiful port  on  the  coaft  of  Celebes,  the  view  of 
>vhich  land  is  delightfully  variegated  by  moun- 
tains, hills,  and  vallies,  and  clothed  with  an 
exuberance  of  verdure.  In  a  few  hours  after- 
wards the  ifland  of  Pangafani  was  in  fight,  to 
;he  northward  of  which  appeared  the  higheft 
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mountains  of  Celebes.  Pangafani  is  a  flat 
ifland,  abounding  in  trees,  and  our  author  con- 
jedurcs,  that  it  produces  fpices;  it  is,  how- 
ever,  certain,  that  it  is  well  inhabited,  from 
the  number  of  fires  that  were  feen  on  it  during 
the  night. 

On  the  morning  of  the  13th  the  fhips  were 
furrounded  with  Indian  boats,  bringing  parro- 
qucts,  cockatoes,  fowls,  eggs,  and  bananas, 
which  the  natives  fold  for  Dutch  money,  or  ex- 
changed for  knives.  Thefe  people  were  inha- 
bitants of  a  confiderable  diftrici:  on  the  moun- 
tains of  Button,  oppofite  the  place  where  the 
Ihips  lay  at  anchor.  On  this  fpot  the  land  is 
cleared  and  cultivated,  the  property  of  different 
pcrfons,  being  divided  by  ditches.  Some  of 
the  fields  arc  cnclofed  by  hedges,  and  there  are 
houfes  in  thefe  fields ;  befides  which  there  arc 
feveral  villages. 

The  produce  of  the  country  eonfifts  in  po- 
tatoes, yams,  rice,  maize,  &c.  and  the  bana- 
nas are  deemed  as  good  as  in  any  part  of  the 
world.  Pine- apples,  mangle  apples,  cocoa- 
nuts,  and  citrons,  are  very  plentiful.  The 
natives  are  of  a  brown  complexion,  ordinary 
features,  and  of  low  flature.  They  profefs 
the  Mahometan  faith,  and  fpeak  the  language 
common  in  the  Molucca  iHes.  They  are  very 
honeft,  though  expert  traders. — They  offered 
Monf.  Bougainville  fome  pieces  of  coarfe  cotton 
ploth  J  but  he  does  not  fay  whether  he  dealt 
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with  them  or  not  s  he  afked  them  for  feme  nut- 
n^egs,  which  they  faid  ihey  procured  from  the 
illand  of  (Jcram,  and  in  the  neighbourhood  of 
Banda;  and  his  remark  is,  that  the  Dutch 
cannot  fupply  them  from  thofe  places. 

Our  author  defcribes  the  coad  of  Fangafani 
as  rifing  in  the  form  of  an  amphitheatre,  from 
the  level  of  the  coaft,  which  he  imagines  is 
frequently  overflowed,  bccaufe  the  dwellings 
of  the  natives  were  obferved  to  be  fituated  on 
the  flope  of  the  hills.  The  people  of  Buttoa 
confidcr  the  inhabitants  of  Pangafani  as  pi- 
rates, and  each  party  is  provided  againfl  the 
attacks  of  the  other  by  a  dagger,  which  is  al- 
ways worn,  ftuck  in  the  girdle. 

The  (hips  failed  on  the  morning  of  the  i4th^ 
but  coming  to  an  anchor  in  a  few  hours  after- 
wards, a  number  of  periaguas  furrounded  the 
Boudeufe,  one  of  which  hoifting  Dutch  co- 
lours, the  reft  retreated,  that  (lie  might  come 
along  fide.  It  appeared,  that  in  this  boat  was 
one  of  the  Chiefs  of  the  country,  to  whom 
alone  the  Dutch  permit  the  diftinclion  of  carry- 
ing their  colours. 

Our  Commodore  failed  again  on  the  i5th» 
and  in  the  afternoon  of  that  day  difpatched  hi^ 
barge  after  a  boat  which  was  feen  in  a  large 
bay,  with  a  view  to  procure  a  pilot  •,  and  the 
boat  readily  came,  having  an  Indian  on  board, 
who,  lor  thirteen  fhillings,  readily  engaged  in 
the  pilotage:  but. his  intended  fervices  were  ren- 
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dered  unneceflary,  by  the  fun  happening  to 
fhine  with  great  luftre  on  a  fpot  which  diredled 
their  paffing  out  of  the  channel. 

As  oppofing  winds  and  tides  now  obliged 
the  Ihips  to  come  to  an  anchor,  the  periaguas 
came  off  in  great  numbers,  bringing  pieces  of 
cotton,  articles  of  curiofity,  and  variety  of  re- 
frcfliments.  At  the  approach  of  evening  the 
Ihips  got  clear  of  the  narrow  pafs,  and  anchor- 
ed in  Bouton  Bay. 

Monf.  Bougainville  gives  an  animated  de- 
fcription  of  the  paflage  he  had  juft  cleared. 
The  coaft  of  Button  abounds  in  enclofures 
proper  for  the  catching  fifli,  while  the  rifino" 
grounds  are  befpread  with  habitations.  The 
oppofite  fhore  is  perpendicular ;  and  after  paf- 
fing the  galley,  both  fides  are  deep,  hanging 
in  iome  places  over  the  channel.  "  One  would 
*'  think  (fays  our  authorj  that  the  god  of  the 
**  fea  had  opened  a  pafiage  here  for  the  fwelled 
*'  waters,  by  a  Ikoke  of  his  trident." — Mif?hc 
he  not  as  well  have  faid,  that  the  great  God  of 
Nature  is  equally  wife  and  wonderful  in  all  hi^ 
works  ? — The  coaft  of  Pangafani  has  two  or 
three  houfes  on  it,  though  it  is  little  elfe  than  a 
folid  rock,  yet  well  cloathed  with  trees,         -    ' 

The  Indiani  pilot  above-mentioned  gave  the 
beft  inftru6lions  in  his  power,  refpecting  the- 
mode  of  paffing  this  gut  •,  but  he  appeared 
totally  unskilled  in  the  European  art  of  navi- 
gation. Another  Indian,  fuppofed  to  -be  the 
,  .'*^  pilot's 
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pilot's  father,  went  on  board  the  Boudeufc  in 
the  morning,  and  remained  till  the  evening* 
They  both  drank  plentifully  of  brandy,  but 
would  eat  only  bananas  and  chew  betel,  abfo- 
iutely  refufing  to  tafte  of  the  (hip's  provifions. 

On  the  morning  of  the  17th,  while  the  (hips 
were  under  fail,  the  Indians  came  off  in  great 
ntrmbers,  bringing  fruit,  poultry,  and  eggs, 
which  they  fold  fo  reafonably,  that  even  the 
common  feamen  could  pofTefs  themfelves  of 
thofe  refrefliments,  in  very  great  abundance,  (o 
that  both  the  fhips  had  the  appearance  of  large 
poulterers  fhops,  and  capital  fruiterers  ware- 
houtes  on  a  market  day. 

This  morning  five  of  the  Orencaies^  or  Chiefs 
of  Button,  came  of!  in  a  boat  of  the  European 
form,  with  Dutch  colours  hoifted  at  its  poop* 
Thefe  people  were  drefled  in  jackets  and  long 
breeches,  with  turbans,  and  each  of  them  had 
a  filvcr- headed  cane,  with  the  Company's 
marks  on  it.  They  gave  Monf.  Bougainville  a 
Roe-buck,  and  received  in  return,  each  a  quan- 
tity of  filk  fluffs.  They  paid  many  compli- 
ments to  the  French  nation,  freely  drinking 
the  health  of  his  moft  Chriftian  Majefty,  and 
the  king  of  Button,  fo  freely,  indeed,  that 
they  were,  at  length,  obliged  to  be  helped 
down  the  (hip's  fide  into  their  boats. 

The  Commodore  enquired  of  the  Orencaief, 
whether  any  fpices  grew  on  the  ifland  of  Button  . 
to  which  they  replied  in  the  negative,  and  were 
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cafTly  credited,  on  account  of  the  weaknels  of 
the  Dutch  fettlement,  which  is  nothing  more 
than  a  few  huts,  built  of  the  Bamboo  cane, 
and  enclofed  with  pallifadoes.  The  whole 
guard,  on  the  part  of  the  company,  confifts 
only  of  a  Serjeant  and  three  men.  The  coaft 
oppofite  Button  is  enclofed,  cultivated,  and 
well- peopled ;  nor  is  the  ifland  itfelf  lefs  po- 
pulous, or  lefs  fruitful. 

In  the  morning  the  Indian  pilot  vifited  the 
Commodore,  and  informed  him,  that  the  fouth- 
eaft  wind  would  blow  frelhefb  exadly  at  noon. 
This  proved  to  be  llriiftly  true,  and  was  a  cir- 
cumftance  fo  well  known  to  the  natives,  thac 
all  the  boats  which  had  furiounded  the  Ihip  re- 
tired before  the  fun  had  gained  his  meridian 
altitude. 

Monf  Bougainville,  taking  advantage  of  the 
pilot's  advice,  got  out  to  fea  with  a  fair  wind, 
fleering  for  the  ifland  of  Saleyor,  which  he  dif- 
covered  on  the  18th. — On  this  ifland  the  Dutch 
have  a  fmall  fettlement,  the  principal  Refldenc 
at  which  is  the  book-keeper.  This  day  at  noon 
three  iflands  were  difcovered,  which  were  called 
North  IJlandy  South  Ifland^  and  IJJe  of  Pajfage  -, 
which  laft  was  fo  denominated  from  the  fliips 
paffing  near  it,  for  the  advantage  of  a  fafe  na- 
vigation. 

By  day-light  on  the  19th  they  were  within 
about  a  league  of  the  coafl.  of  Celebes,  which, 
in  this  part  is  defcribed  as  one  o£  the  finell 

U  u    '  coun- 
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countries  in  the  world.  Immenfe  herds  of 
cattle  graze  on  the  plains,  v^/hich  are  adorned' 
with  groves,  while  the  coaft  is  one  continued 
plantation  of  the  cocoa-nut  tree.  The  plains 
are  in  moft  places  cultivated  and  covered  with 
houfes,  while  the  mountains  behind  them  add 
dignity  and  ornament  to  the  whole  pidture. 

On  this  day  Monf.  Bougainville  chafed  a 
Malayan  boat,  in  the  hope  of  obtaining  a  pi- 
lot acquainted  with  the  coaft  -,  but  (he  fled  at 
his  approach,  nor  even  brought  to,  after  he 
had  fired  feveral  guns  at  her.  He  conjedures^ 
that  the  Boudeule  was  miftaken  for  a  Dutch 
ihip,  and  obferves,  that  the  generality  of  peo- 
ple on  this  coaft  are  pirates,  who  are  always 
made  flaves  of  when  they  are  taken  by  the 
Dutch. 

■  The  ftiips  having,  during  the  evening,  fteer- 
fd  between  an  ifland  named  Tanakeka,  and 
three  fmaller  ifles,  orders  were  given  at  mid- 
night to  carry  all  the  fail  poiTible,  in  order  to 
come  within  fight  of  the  ifles  of  Alambai. 

At  midnight,  between  the  2ift  and  22d, 
a  boat  was  obferved  advancing  towards  the 
lliips ;  but,  though  guns  were  repeatedly  fired 
•llie  bore  ofi',  in  the  apprehenfion,  as  conjec- 
tured, that  they  were  Dutch  vefTels. — Monf. 
Bougainville's  obfervation  is,  that  "  thefe  peo- 
;"  pie  are  more  afraid  of  the  Dutch,  than  of 
.*'  the  firing  of  guns." — And,  indeed,  this  ob- 
fervation  feems  to  be  verified  by  another  boat 
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being  equally  ftudions  to  avoid  them,  a  few 
hours  afterwards. 

,  In  the  afternoon  of  the  2 2d  the  north  coaft 
of  Madura  was  feen  from  the  mall-head,  and 
a  number  of  fifliing  boats  were  obferved,  fome 
at  anchor,  and  fome  employed  in  their  bufi- 
nefs. — On  the  following  morning  four  fnips 
were  feen,  two  of  which  hoifted  Dutch  colours, 
and  one  of  them  was  fpoke  with  by  the  Bou- 
deufe,  which  proved  to  be  a  fnow  from  Ma- 
lacca, bound  for  Japara. 

Monf.  Bougainville  now  coailed  the  land  of 
Java,  the  (here  of  which  is  level,  but  the  in- 
terior country  abounds  in  lofty  mountains. 

On  the  morning  of  the  26th  the  coaft  of 
Java  appeared  with  the  rifing  fun.  In  the  af- 
ternoon the  Commodore  fpoke  with  a  Dutch- 
man, who  commanded  a  boat  bound  for  the 
ides  of  Amboina  and  Ternate,  who  faid  that, 
according  to  his  reckoning,  he  was  then  twen- 
ty-fix leagues  from  Batavia. 

Having  come  to  an  anchor  for  the  night,  the 
(hips  failed  early  in  the  morning  of  the  27th, 
and,  on  the  following  night,  came  to  an  an- 
chor, in  the  fear  of  having  even  paft  the  port 
of  Batavia  1  but  havin<j;  fio-ht  of  the  church  of 
that  town  in  the  morning,  they  failed  into,  and 
foon  anchored  in  the  road,  happy  to  have,  af- 
ter fo  many  toils,  difficulties  and  dangers, 
peached  a  fpot  which  they  conceived  would  foon 
V  n  '4.  put 
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put  a  period  to  all  their  misfortunes,  by  enfuring 
them  a  fafe  arrival  in  Europe. 

MonC  Bougainville  now  proceeds  to  recite 
fuch  incidents  as  happened  during  the  time  he 
was  at  Batavia,  and  gives  fome  particulars  re- 
fpeding  the  Molucca  iflands. 

We  learce  know  how  to  treat  this  fubjeft 
with  the  delicacy  with  which  it  ought  to  be 
touched,  as  the  readers  of  thefe  volumes  are 
already  apprized  of  almoft  every  interefting 
particular  refpeding  Batavia ;  but  we  Ihail, 
with  the  utmoft  diligence,  feleft  fuch  circum. 
fiances  as  our  French  hiftorian  has  recorded, 
Vv^hich  have  been  either  unknown  to,  or  not 
treated  of  by  the  Englifh  navigators. 

Monf,  Bougainville,  for  reaibns  which  would 
operate  on  every  prudent  Commander,  refoL 
ved  to  make  his  (lay  at  Batavia  as  Ihort  as  pof. 
lible  ;  but  the  want  of  bifcuit,  a  fufficient 
quantity  of  which  was  not  baked,  compelled 
him  to  ftay  longer  than  he  had  intended. 

A  Dutch  officer  came  on  board  with  a  writ- 
ten paper,  of  which  our  Frenchman  underftood 
not  a  word :  but  the  Cockfwain  having  en- 
quired who  their  vifitants  were,  demanded  a 
certificate,  written  and  figned  by  the  command- 
ing officer.  Monf.  Bougainville,  who  had 
lent  an  officer  on  ihore  to  wait  on  the  Governor, 
declined  to  give  any  anfwer  till  his  return. 
This  Officer  came  back  late  in  the  evening 
vvith  an  account,  that  his  Excellency  was  at  hisj 

(lountrv-* 
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country-houfe,  but  that  he  had  been  with  the 
Sbebander,  who  promifedto  introduce  the  Com- 
modore to  the  Dutch  General,  on  the  following 
day. 

The  heat  of  this  climate  requires,  that  vifits 
fhould  be  made  early  in  the  morning:  Monf. 
Bougainville  therefore  fet  out  foon  after  day- 
brcai<,  and,  after  waiting  on  the  Shebander, 
was  by  him  conduced  to  the  Governor  General, 
who  was  then  at  one  of  his  country  refidences 
about  nine  miles  from  the  town. 

The  behaviour  of  this  Chief  of  an  import- 
ant dirtrid  was  equally  fincere  and  obliging: 
he  approved  of  the  conduct  of  the  Refident  at 
Boero,  in  his  treatment  of  the  French  during 
the  hour  of  their  diftrefs.  He  gave  permifllon 
for  the  fick  to  be  lodged  in  the  hofpital,  and 
ififued  the  proper  orders  for  their  being  receiv- 
ed. The  furnilhing  of  the  necefTary  fupplies 
was  left  to  the  Shebander,  and  when  all  mat- 
ters of  buiinefs  were  ended,  the  Governor 
aflced  the  Commodore  if  he  would  falute  the 
citadel.  To  this  it  was  anfwered  in  the  affirma- 
tive, on  the  condition  that  the  falute  fhould  be 
properly  returned.  Thefe  preliminaries  being 
adjufted,  Monf.  Bougainville  went  on  board 
his  fliip,  faluted  with  fifteen  guns,  and  was 
complimented  with  the  fame  number. 

Confidering  the  matter  ferioufly,  is  not  all 
this  moft  egregious  nonfenfe  ?-^A  Frenchman 
agrees  to  wafte  a  cetain  quantity  of  his  Maf- 

ter's 
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ter's  powder,  provided  a  Dutchman  will  blow 
into  the  air,  an   equal   quantity   of  the  pow- 
der of  their  High  Mightinelles,  the  States  Ge-  ^ 
neral ! 

The  fick  people  were  now  fent  to  the  hofpi- 
tal,  twenty-eight  in  number,  moit  of  whom 
were  troubled  with  the  bloody  flux,  and  the  reft 
with  the  fcurvy. 

The  officers  having  taken  lodgings  in  the 
town,  fixed  a  day  for  paying  a  vifit  of  cere- 
mony to  the  Governor,  at  his  country-fear, 
called  Jacatra  -,  after  which  they  vifited,  in 
form,  an  officer  called  Schout-by-Nacht,  or 
Rear  Admiral^  who  is  a  member  of  the  Regen- 
cy, and  has  a  vote  in  every  matter  refpefting 
maritime  affairs.  This  gentleman  lives  with  a 
degree  of  fplendor  that  would  not  difgrace  a 
Prince. 

Monf.  Bougainville  mentions  the  theatre  of 
Batavia,  as  an  elegant  building;  but  of  the 
performances  he  was  not  qualified  to  judge, 
from  a  total  ignorance  of  the  language.  His 
curiofity  impelled  him  to  take  a  view  of  the 
Chinefe  comedies,  but  of  thefe,  alfo,  he  could 
form  no  judgment  but  from  fight.  Exclufive 
of  the  exhibitions  on  the  regular  theatres,  he 
fiys,  that  a  kind  of  pantomine  is  daily  per- 
formed, on  fcafFolds  ere<5led  in  the  Chinefe 
quarter  of  the  city.  It  is  a  fingularity  of  the 
Chinefe  comedy,  that  the  characters  of  men 
arc  reprefented  by  wgmen  ;  nor  is  it  unfrequeat 

to 
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to  fee  the  aftors  entertain  the  ipeflators  with  a 
boxing- match. 

Our  ingenious  voyager  reprefents  the  neigh- 
bourhood of  Batavia  as  elegant  beyond  de- 
fcription. —  The  neatnefs  is  all  Dutch;  the 
magnificeHce  truly  Parifian. — A  clergyman  of 
Batavia,  Mr.  Mohr,  diftinguiflied  for  his  im- 
menfe  riches,  and  his  extenfive  knowledge,  has 
ereifled,  in  the  garden  of  one  of  his  country- 
houfes,  one  of  the  mod  fuperb  obfervatories  in 
the  world,  and  has  furniflied  it  with  great  va- 
riety of  indruments  of  the  condrudion  of  Eu- 
ropean artifts.  Our  author  obfcrves,  that  he 
"  is  doiibtlefs  the  riclieft  of  all  the  children  of 
"  Urania." 

The  water  of  Batavia  is  of  fo  bad  a  quality* 
that  the  people  of  fortune  import  Sekzer  water 
from  Holland,  for  their  common  drinking,  at 
a  moft  enormous  expence.  The  houfes  of  this 
city  are  built  only  one  ftory  high,  on  account 
of  the  frequent  earthquakes,  which  woukl  be 
of  pernicious  confequence  to  buildings  of  a 
lofty  conftruflion. 

The  riches  of  the  Batavians  are  marked  by 
the  mao;nificent  tafte  in  which  their  houfes  are 
furnifhed  ;  yet  is  the  city  faid  to  be  much  infe- 
rior to  what  it  was  fome  years  ago-,  and  it  is 
certain,  that  the  rent  of  houfes  is  net  half  as 
much  as  it  was :  yet  will  this  place  always  be 
rich,  through  the  refined  policy  of  the  Dutch, 
which  makes  it  difficult  for  any  man,  after  he 

has 
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has  amaffed  a  fortune,  to  tranfmit  it  to  Europe? 
for  any  money  intended  to  befent  to  Holland, 
muft  pafs  through  the  hands  of  the  Company, 
who  charge  eight  per  cent,  for  the  care  of 
fending  it  to  Europe;  exclufive  of  which,  the 
current- money  of  Batavia  would  fuftain  a  lofs 
of  no  lefs  than  twenty-eight  per  cent,  even  if 
it  could  be  fmuggled  out  of  the  country. 

The  diftindion  of  rank  is  obferved  in  the 
ftrideft  degree  at  Batavia.  What  the  French 
call  the  Etiquette  is  never  dlfpenfed  with.  The 
gradation  of  rank  is  as  follows,  viz.  the  high  Re- 
gency, the  Court  of  Juftice,  the  Ecclefiaftics, 
the  Company's  fervants,  the  fea  ofBcers,  and 
thofe  of  the  military. 

There  is  no  appeal  from  the  decifions  of  the 
Court  of  Juftice.  This  court,  about  twenty 
years  fince,  lentenced  to  death  the  Governor  of 
Ceylon,  who  had  been  convided  of  moft  infa- 
mous oppteflions  in  his  government ;  and  he 
was  executed  oppofite  the  citadel  at  Batavia. 

If  any  of  the  refpeftive  fovereigns  of  the 
ifland  of  Java  offend  againft  the  eftabliflied 
Dutch  policy,  they  are  put  to  death  in  the  moft 
inhuman  manner.  On  thefe  melancholy  oc- 
cafions,  the  unhappy  fufferers  are  dreffed  in 
white  drawers,  and  are  never  beheaded,  from 
a  conviction  prevalent  among  them,  that  ap- 
pearing in  any  other  drefs,  or  vifiting  the  other 
world  without  their  heads,  would  be  produc- 
tive of  the  moil  fatal  coniequences :  nor  do  the 

Dutch 
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Dutch  dare  to  controvert  thefe  opinions,  as  the 
immediate  confequcnce  of  fuch  a  procedure  on 
their  part  would  be  a  revolt  of  that  of  the  Ja- 
vanefe. 

The  Dutch  Company  have  an  exclufive 
right  to  a  large  part  of  the  ifland  of  Java. — ■ 
The  ifland  of  Madura  did  formerly  belong  to 
them,  but  the  Chief  of  it  revolted  from  their 
authority,  and  the  fon  of  this  revoking  king 
is  at  prefent  the  Governor  of  that  very  ifland, 
of  which  his  father  had  been  the  Sovereign. 

The  Dutch,  equally  deep  in  every  ftroke  of 
their  politics,  have  feized  the  province  of  Ba- 
limburan,  in  confequence  of  the  Sovereign  of 
that  difl:ri6t  having  revolted  from  their  autho- 
rity. It  is  aflerted,  that  the  Englifli  erected 
him  a  fort,  and  fupplied  him  with  arms  and 
ammunition  to  combat  that  flavery,  which  he 
thought  the  more  an  indignity,  becaufe  it  was 
impelled  by  the  mercantile  world.  After  a 
war  of  two  years,  and  after  repeated  battles, 
in  the  lafi:  of  which  the  Javanefe  Prince  and 
his  family  were  made  prifoners,  the  Dutch  be- 
came final  conquerors,  and  the  routed  Sove- 
reign being  lodged  in  the  citadel  of  Batavia, 
foon  fell  a  facrifice  to  the  grief  that  preyed  on 
his  mind.  When  Monf.  Bougainville  arrived 
at  Batavia,  it  was  in  agitation  to  fend  the  fon 
and  the  other  branches  of  this  unhappy  family 
to  the  Cape  of  Good  Hope,  in  order  that  they 
might  fpend  the  remains  of  a  wretched  cx- 
iftcnce  on  the  ifland  of  Robcn.  The  feveral 
X  X  Chiefs 
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Chiefs  of  the  different  diftridts  of  the  ifland  of 
Java  are  furrounded  with  Dutch  guards,  fo 
that  they  arc  Kings  only  in  name.  From  thefe, 
however,  the  Dutch  receive  arrac,  rice,  fugar, 
coffee  and  tin  ;  in  return  for  which  they  fup- 
ply  opium,  the  fale  of  which  is  very  profitable, 
from  the  great  quantities  confumed  by  the  Ja- 
vanefe. 

Our  Commodore  now  proceeds  to  a  defcrip- 
tion  of  the  commerce  of  Batavia,  and  a  reci- 
tal of  many  particulars  refpedling  the  Molucca 
iflands ;  but  thefe  particulars,  or  others  fo  ex- 
ceedingly reftmbling  them,  being  recorded  in 
many  volumes  of  voyages,  we  fhall  pafs  them 
over  in  fearch  of  fomething  really  new,  and  re- 
fpedting  which  our  author  appears  to  have 
been  well  informed. 

Before  the  crews  of  the  Boudeufe  and  Etoile 
had  been  ten  days  at  Batavia,  the  difeafes  com- 
mon to  that  climate  began  to  attack  them  with 
all  their  fury.  From  a  vigorous  ftate  of  health 
the  people  were,  in  a  few  days,  reduced  to  the 
brink  of  the  grave;  nor  could  the  Commo- 
dore's ucmoft  diligence  enable  him  to  tranfadt 
his  affairs  with  a  proper  degree  of  difpatch,  as 
the  illnefs  of  the  Shebander  himfelf  prevented 
the  acceleration  of  his  bufinefs. 

Every  officer  on  board  the  Boudeufe  began 
to  feel  the  fatal  effecSts  of  the  climate ;  and,  at 
length,  Aotourou  felt  the  direful  influence  of 
this  peftiferous  clime ,  and  it  is  fuppofed,  that 

nothing 
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nothing  but  the  rcadinefs  with  which  he  took 
the  prefcriptions  offered  him,  could  have  laved 
him  from  the  moft  fatal  confequences  of  the 
contagion.  For  a  long  time  after  he  left  Bara- 
via,  he  diftinguiHied  it  by  the  name  of  Enoua 
Mate,  the  land  which  kills. 

Monf.  Bougainville  now  proceeds  to  a  de- 
fcription  of  his  leaving  Batavia,  his  touching 
at  the  ifle  of  France,  and  his  return  to  his  na- 
tive country,  of  which  we  (hall  have  occafion 
to  fay  but  little,  as  the  run  from  Batavia  to 
Europe  is  univerfally  well  known,  and  has  been 
previoufly  defcribed  in  the  courfe  of  thefe 
volumes. 

The  fhips  failed  on  the  16th  of  Odober, 
1768,  and  cleared  the  fireights  of  Sunda  on 
the  19th  in  the  afternoon.  By  this  time  the 
crew  were  all  perfcdlly  recovered  of  the  fcurvy, 
but  a  few  of  them  remained  ill  of  the  bloody- 
flux.  On  the  20th  the  (hips  were  in  fight  of 
the  ifle  of  France,  and  on  the  8th  of  Novem- 
ber, the  Boudeufe  anchored  in  the  port  of  that 
ifland ;  the  Etoile,  which  had  been  unavoida- 
bly left  behind,  anchoring  in  the  fame  port  on 
the  following  day. 

At  this  place  the  fliips  were  repaired,  and 
the  Commodore  left  behind  him  on  the  ifland 
feveral  perfons,  who  deflred  to  add  to  the 
numbers  already  in  that  colony. 

The  Commodore  exprefles  his  happinefs  that 

he  was  enabled,  after  fo  tedious  a  voyage,  to 

X  X  2  enrich 
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enrich  this  colony  with  inhabitants  and  ne- 
ceffaries  •,  but  he  laments  in  the  molt  pathetic 
terms  the  death  of  the  Chevalier  du  Bouchage, 
an  Enfign  on  board  the  King's  fhip,  whofe 
abilities  as  an  officer  could  be  furpafled  only 
by  his  virtues  and  accomplilhments  as  a  man. 

Our  author  Ipeaks,  in  the  mod  lavifli  terms, 
of  the  forges  for  making  iron,  which  are  efta- 
blilhed  on  this  ifland,  and  he  even  prefers  them 
to  thofe  of  Europe  ;  how  far  he  is  juftified  in 
this  preference,  mufi:  be  left  to  future  naviga- 
tors, or  future  artificers  to  determine. 

Monf  Bougainville  failed  from  this  place  tha 
1 2th  of  December,  1768,  leaving  the  Etoil(? 
behind  him,  to  undergo  fome  neceflary  repairs ; 
and  this  fliip  did  not  arrive  in  France  till  a 
month  after  the  Boudeufe.  Without  encoun- 
tering any  fmgular  accident,  our  adventurers 
had  fight  of  the  Cape  of  Good  Hope  on  the 
1 8th  of  January,  and  came  to  an  anchor  in 
Table  Bay  on  the  following  morning. 

Our  author  very  judicioufly  omits  a  defcrip- 
tion  of  the  Cape,  which  has  been  fo  often 
and  fo  accurately  defcribed  by  our  circumna- 
vigators, and  other  voyagers :  one  circum- 
f.ance,  however,  he  fails  not  to  mention,  that 
they  killed  a  quadrupede,  named  the  Girafe^ 
which  was  feventeen  feet  in  height,  and  that 
they  took  the  young  one  alive,  which  mea- 
fured  feven  feet.  "  None  of  thefe  (fays  our 
5'  author)  had  been  feen  after  that  which  was 

^'  brought 
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**  brouQ;ht  to  Rome  in  the  time  of  Casfar,  and 
**  fl:iewn  there  in  the  amphitheatre.'* 

Monf.  Bougainville  failed  from  the  Cape  on 
the  17th,  and  came  to  an  anchor  off  the  ifland 
of  St.  Helena  on  the  4th  of  February,  where 
he  remained  till  the  6th,  and  then  got  under 
fail  in  purfuance  of  his  voyage  to  France. 

On  the  25th  of  this  month  the  Commodore 
joined  the  J:>wallovv,  commanded  by  Captain 
Carteret:  what  pafled  in  conlequcnce  of  this 
jundion  the  readers  of  thefe  volumes  arc  al- 
ready acquainted  with. 

Nothing  material  happened  from  this  time 
till  they  had  fight  of  the  ifle  of  Ulhant,  when 
a  violent  fquall  of  wind  had  nearly  blafted  all 
the  blooming  hopes  of  fo  fine  a  voyage.  On 
the  15th  the  Commodore  bore  away  for  St. 
Maloes,  which  he  entered  on  the  following  day, 
after  an  abfcnce  of  two  years  and  four  months 
from  his  native  country  ;  during  all  which 
time  he  had  buried  only  feven  of  his  crew,  a 
circumftance  that  will  be  deemed  truly  aftonilh- 
ing,  when  we  refleft  on  the  variety  of  dangers 
they  had  encountered  ;  the  amazing  changes  of 
climate  they  had  experienced  ;  the  hair  breadth 
perils  they  had  efcaped,  and  the  eftimated  pro- 
portion of  time  that  any  man  may  be  fuppoled 
to  live,  at  any  given  age,  when  in  full  health, 
^nd  breathing  his  native  air.  To  what  then 
Ihall  we  afcribe  the  unexampled  fuccefs  of  Monf. 
Bougainville's  circumnavigation,  but  to  the  be- 
nevolent 
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nevolent  interpofition  of  that  particular  provi- 
dence^ the  exiftence  of  which  hath  been  lately 
fo  boldly,  and  with  fuch  apparent  weight  of  ar- 
gument, denied. 

Thus  have  we  traced,  with  the  pen  of  fide- 
lity, this  ingenious  hiftorian,  from  the  milder 
climate  of  France  to  the  frozen  regions  of  the 
Magellanic  ftreights  j   and  from  thofe  ftreights 
through  the  intenfe  burnings  of  the  torrid  zone, 
back  again  to  the  benevolent  influence  of  the 
European  fun  ;  and  abating  that  vanity  pecu- 
liar to  the  French,  and  that  nationality,  which, 
if  criminal,  is  a  crime  arifing  from  a  noble  and 
praife-worthy  caufe,  we  mud  confefs,  that  his 
narrative  is  as  much  more  philofophical  and 
ingenious,  as  it  is  more  pert  and  flippant  than 
the    narratives  of  our   Englilh  adventurers  ! 
Monf.  Bougainville  has  introduced,  in  the  body 
of  his  volume,  a  narrative  of  the  efliablifliment 
of  the  Spaniards  in  Rio  de  la  Plata ;  and  alio 
an  account  of  the  miOlons  in  Paraguay,  and 
the  expulfion  of  the  Jefuits  from  that  province  : 
but  as  thefe  recitals  feemed  to  have  no  imme- 
diate connection  with  the  Commodore's  circum- 
navigation, we  have  not  interrupted  the  narra- 
tive, thinking  they  would  come  in  with  more 
propriety  immediately  after   the  clofe   of  the 
voyage. 

The  river  de  la  Plata  takes  a  foutherly 
courfe  to  the  34th  degree  latitude,  where  it  is 
united  with  the    river  Uraguai,  making  one 

ftream> 
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ftream,  which  runs  ftill  foutherly  to  the  ocean, 
The  Jefuits  have  advanced  a  falfe  principle  of 
geography,  and  other  authors  have  fell  into 
their  errors,  by  fuppofing  the  river  de  la  Plata 
to  fpring  from  the  lake  of  Xarages.  This  lake, 
which  has  been  the  fubjcd  of  much  enquiry, 
is  now  fuppofed^to  have  no  exiftence. 

By  order  of  the  courts  of  Spain  and  Portu- 
gal, the  Marquis  of  Valdelirais  and  Don  George 
Menezes,  undertook  to  determine  the  limits  of 
poflelTion  of  thefe  two  powers ;  and  accordingly 
feveral  Spanifh  and  Portuguefe  officers,  tra- 
veried  this  large  diftrid  of  America  between 
the  years  1751  and  1755.  The  Spaniards  em- 
barked on  the  river  Paraguai,  and  the  Portu- 
guefe proceeded  from  a  fettlement  belonging  to 
the  Crown  of  Portugal,  called  Maragoflb, 
fituated  on  the  interior  boundaries  of  the  Bra- 
zils, at  about  12  degrees  fouth  latitude,  and 
proceeded  up  the  river  Caourou,  which,  ac- 
cording to  the  maps  of  the  Jefuits,  is  defcrib- 
ed  as  falling  into  the  lake  Xarages.  But  how 
great  was  their  furprize  and  difappointment  ac 
meeting  in  the  14th  degree  of  fouth  latitude, 
in  the  river  Paraguai,  without  finding  any  thing 
to  juftify  the  fuppofition  of  the  exiftence  of 
the  lake !  Hence  it  was  concluded,  that  the 
periodical  inundations  of  the  river  over  a  con- 
fiderable  tradl  of  the  adjacent  country,  having 
been  received  in  the  low  grounds,  formed  a 

body 
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body  of  water,  which,  by  former  navigators,' 
was  taken  for  the  ideal  lake. 

The  fource  of  tife  Paraguai,  or  Rio  de  la 
Plata,  is  among  the  mountains,  between  the 
two  oceans,  and  between  five  and  fix  degrees 
fouth  latitude,  and  it  empties  itfelf  into  the  river 
of  AmazOns.  The  Uraguai  arifes  in  the  Cap- 
tainfliip  of  St.  Vincent's,  in  the  Brazils  ;  and 
the  Parana  in  the  mountains  to  the  eaft  north- 
eaft  of  Rio  Janeiro,  whence  it  flows  to  the  weft- 
ward,  and  then  changes  its  courfe  to  the  fouth. 
It  appears,  from  the  account  of  the  Abbe 
Prevoft,  that  Diaz  de  Solis  firft  difcovered  the 
Parana  in  1515,  and  called  it  after  himfelf,  but 
that  in  1526  Sebaftian  Cabot  named  it  la  Plata, 
or  of  filver,  on  account  of  the  many  pieces  of 
filver  which  he  obferved  in  the  pofleiTion  of  the 
»  natives  of  the  adjacent  country.  The  fort  of 
Efpirutu  Santo  was  eredled  by  Cabot,  who  had 
fcarcely  time  to  fee  it  completed  before  it  was 
levelled  with  the  earth. 

In  1535,  Don  Pedro  deMendoza,  great  Cup- 
bearer to  the  Emperor,  failed  for  the  river  de 
la  Plata,  and  founded  Buenos  Ayres ;  but  this 
undertaking  proved  extremely  unfuccefsful ;  and 
after  Mendoza's  death,  the  inhabitants  of 
Buenos  Ayres,  unable  to  defend  themfelves 
againft  the  depredations  of  the  Indians,  and 
living  in  perpetual  dread  of  famine,  fled  for 
fandluary  to  AflTumption,  now  the  capital  of 
Paraguai,  which  was  built  by  the  followers  of 

Mendoza, 
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iVlendoza,  foon  became  well  inhabited,  and» 
of  courfe,  confiderably  enlarged.  Don  Pedro 
Arciz  de  Zarara,  Governor  of  Paraguai,  rebuilc 
Buenos  Ayres,  upon  an  improved  plan,  in  the 
year  15S0,  and  it  foon  became  the  principal 
refort  of  fliips  navigating  the  South  Seasj  fooa 
after  which  it  was  an  epilcopal  fee,  and  the 
place  of  refidence  of  the  chief  magiftrate. 
The  fituation  of  Buenos  Ayres  is  computed  to 
be  in  34  deg.  •  5^  min.  fouth  latitude,  and 
61  deg.  5  min.  well  longitude  from  Paris. 
The  inhabitants,  including  negroes,  do  noc 
exceed  twenty  thoufand,  notwithllanding  which, 
the  town  covers  a  very  large  fpace  of  ground,  ow- 
ing to  the  generality  of  the  habitations  having  no 
more  than  a  ground  floor,  with  fpacious  court- 
yards and  extenfive  gardens.  The  public  mar- 
ket is  held  in  a  grand  fquare,  the  angles  of 
which  are  formed  by  the  Governor's  palace^ 
the  town  hall,  the  cathedral  and  the  epifcopal 
palace.  There  is  no  harbour  at  Buenos  Ayres. 
fo  that  fhips  of  any  confiderable  burden  arc 
obliged  to  fail  to  Encenada  de.  Baragon,  about 
ten  leagues  eaft  fouth-eall:  of  the  town,  or  elie 
receive  and  deliver  their  freights  by  means  of 
fmall  boats. 

Adjoining  to  the  Jefuit's  convent,  there  is  a 
building,  called  the  houfe  for  the  exercifes  ot 
women,  where  married  and  unmarried  people, 
without  the  confent  of  their  huibands  or  friends, 
fequeller  themfclves  for  the  fpace  of  twelve 
Y  y  days, 
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days,  during  which  time  various  religious  ex'- 
crcifes  are  practiced,  almoft  without  inter- 
mifliOR.  There  are  holy  ceremonies  appointed 
for  the  flaves ;  and  fuch  of  the  negroes,  as  pay 
four  reals  per  annum  to  the  Dominicans,  are 
admitted  members  of  fome  religious  commu- 
nity, are  intitled  to  certain  holidays,  to  hear 
mafs,  and  a  decent  interment  at  the  expence 
of  tlie  friars. 

This  community  of  negroes  acknowledge 
St.  Benedidt  of  Palermo,  and  the  Virgin  for 
their  patrons  -,  and  on  the  days  dedicated  to 
thefe  faints  they  felect  two  perfons  to  reprefenc 
the  kings  of  Spain  and  Portugal,  who  are  fol- 
lowed by  all  the  negroes  of  the  order,  parading 
through  the  ftreets  from  the  rifing  to  the  fitting 
of  the  fun,  finging,  dancing,  reprefenting  bat- 
tles, and.  repeating  religious  incantations. 

The  grounds  near  Buenos  Ayres  are  extreme- 
ly fruitful,  producing  all  the  real  necefiaries  of 
life  :,  but  it  is  entirely  uncultivated  at  only 
three  leagues  diftance  •,  and  in  croiTing  the  plains 
fcarcc  a  hovel  is  to  be  met  with  ;  fo  that  paf- 
lengers  are  frequently  under  the  necefiity  of 
Sleeping  in  their  carriages,  and  thofc  who  go 
on  horfeback  are  often,  for  many  fucceffive 
nights,  expofed  to  the  inclemency  of  the  wea- 
ther. Horfes  and  black  cattle  abound  in  thefe 
plains,  and  the  latter  are  frequently  killed  by 
travellers,  who  take  away  fufficient  for  a  few 
meals,    and  leave  the  reft  for  the  birds  and 

beafts 
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Jjeafts  of  prey.  The  only  furious  animals 
known  here  are  wild  dogs  and  tygers  :  the  for- 
mer, which  are  faid  to  have  been  originally 
brou<^ht  from  Europe,  are  both  fierce  and  nu« 
merous  ;  and  perhaps  owing  to  their  food,  and 
the  climate  feem,  as  it  were,  greatly  to  have 
altered  their  fpecies  ;  the  latter  are  of  the  ufual 
kind,  but  are  not  very  frequently  met  with. 

In  the  neighbourhood  of  Buenos  Ayres 
wood  is  fo  extremely  fcarce,  that  very  little  is  to 
be  found  that  will  even  ferve  for  fuel,  and  what 
is  ufed  in  ereding  and  repairing  houfes,  or  in 
refitting  vefiTels,  is  tranfported  from  Paraguai. 

The  Indians  inhabiting  this  part  of  America 
are  of  a  copper  complexion,  feldom  exceeding 
five  feet  in  ftature,  and  of  a  very  forbidding 
afpedl.  Their  Chief  is  diftinguilhed  by  a  thong 
of  leather  tied  round  his  forehead,  to  which 
are  faftened  feveral  plates  of  copper.  The 
arms  they  ufe  are  bows  and  arrows,  noofes  and 
balls.  Thefe  balls  are  about  the  circumfe- 
rence of  a  two  pound  cannon  ball,  and  being  re- 
ceived in  leathern  cups  at  the  end  of  cords  of 
about  fix  or  feven  feet  long,  they  throw  them 
when  on  horfeback,  with  fuch  amazing  force 
and  dexterity,  as  to  be  almoft  at  a  certainty  of 
hilling  an  animal  at  the  diftance  of  three  hun- 
dred yards. 

^  .   Some  years   ago  a  number  of  delinquents, 

<^fcaping  the  punifhment  they  were  fentenced  to, 

retreated   to   the  north  of   the  Maldonadoes, 

y  y  2  where 
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where  being  joined  by  fonne  deferters  and  In- 
dian women,  they  have  formed  a  community  of 
defperadoes.  They  frequently  plunder  the 
Spanifh  fettlements,  and  carry  their  fpoils  to 
the  boundaries  of  the  Brazils,  where  they  re- 
ceive, in  exchange  for  them,  fire-arms  and 
clothes,  from  the  Paulifts,  another  defperate 
race  of  robbers,  fuppofed  to  be  between  fix 
and  feven  hundred  in  number,  who  removed 
from  Brazil  farther  to  the  north-weft  about  the 
fixteenth  century  •,  fince  which  time  they  have 
continually  traverfed  the  adjacent  country  in 
parties ;  and  fuch  travellers  as  are  fo  unfortu- 
nate as  to  meet  with  them,  generally  fall 
vi6cims  to  their  cruelty  and  rapine. 

The  governments  of  Tucuman  and  Para- 
guai,  with  the  miffions  of  the  Jefuits,  are  de- 
pendent upon  the  Governor- general  of  la  Plata, 
v«ho,  in  all  matters  relating  to  the  fiiver  mines 
of  Potofi,  is  under  the  jurisdiction  of  the  Vice- 
roy of  Peru.  A  mint  having  been  lately  ef- 
tablilhed  at  Potofi,  the  filver  will  not  in  future 
be  brought  from  thence  in  the  ore,  but  refined 
on  the  fpot. 

Two  hundred  carts,  attended  by  three  hun- 
dred men,  go  annually  from  Buenos  Ayres  to 
fetch  fait  from  the  lakes  adjacent  to  the  fea  in 
forty-three  degrees  latitude ;  and  the  neceffity 
of.  obtaining  fait  is  the  only  motive  that  indu- 
ces the  Spaniards  to  travel  fo  far  fouth  of  Bue- 
nos Ayres,  where  the  country  exhibits  a  melan- 
choly 
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choly   profpedt    of    dreary   and    uncultivated 
wilds. 

The  principal  commerce  of  Buenos  Ayres 
is  with  Peru  and  Chili,  to  which  province  they 
lend  cotton,  mules,  feme  fidns,  and  about  four 
hundred  thoufand  Spanifh  pounds  weight  of 
the  Paraguai  herb,  or  South  Sea  tea  every  year ; 
great  part  of  this  laft  article  is  confumed  by  the 
labourers  in  the  Peruvian  mines  ;  it  beino-  ef- 
teemed  a  mod  excellent  preventative  againft 
the  effeds  of  the  noxious  vapours  arifing  from 
thofc  inexhauftible  funds  of  treafure. 

Notwithilanding  there  is  but  little  trade  at 
Buenoes  Ayres,  it  is  a  place  of  fuch  great 
riches,  that  the  regifler  fhips  frequently  carry 
away  a  million  of  dollars  each  ;  and  if  they 
were  inclined  to  extend  their  llcin  and  fur  trade, 
thofe  articles  alone  would,  undoubtedly,  ac- 
quire them  immenfe  wealth. 

Montevideo  was  built  between  forty  and 
fifty  years  fince,  upon  a  peninlula,  to  the  north 
of  the  river,  and  about  ninety  miles  above  its 
mouth.  The  town  has  a  bay,  affording  fafe 
anchorage,  but  in  boifterous  weather  fome  fkiU 
muft  be  exerted,  to  keep  clear  of  a  chain  of 
hidden  rocks  off  the  eafl  point  of  the  bay,  which 
are  called  Punta  de  las  Carretas.  The  town  of 
Montevideo  affords  every  refrefhment ;  and  the 
air  being  particularly  falubrious,  renders  it  Hill 
more  inviting  to  the  fons  of  Neptune,  who 
|)ere  find  a  happy  renewal  of  that  health  and 

vigour, 
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vicrour,  which,  from  various  caufes,   muft  in- 
cvitably  be  impaired  by  a  long  refidence  on  the^ 
(tormy  element. 

The  Jefuits  took  up  their  refidence  at  Para- 
o-uay  in  the  year  1580,  and  in  the  time  of 
Philip  the  Third  founded  their  celebrated 
miflions,  called  indifferently  by  the  Europeans 
Paraguai  or  Uraguai.  Thefe  miflions  are  thir- 
ty-feven  in  number  •,  twenty-nine  being  on  one 
fide  of  the  river  Uraguai,  and  eight  on  the  op- 
pofite  fhore. 

The  Jefuits  undertook  to  convert  the  natives 
of  this  tra6t  of  America  to  the  Roman  Catholic 
religion,  and  in  order  to  encourage  them  to 
purllie  this  very  difficult  talk  with  a  proper  de- 
gree of  fpirit,  they  were  rendered  independent 
of  the  Governor's  authority,  and  allowed  an 
annual  ftipend  of  fixty  thoufand  piaitres  for 
their  neceflary  expences.  And  in  order  to  in- 
demnify the  Crown  for  this  expence,  a  tax  of 
one  piaftre  per  head  was  levied  upon  all  the  In- 
dians between  the  age  of  eighteen  and  fixty. 

Notwithftanding  the  many  and  great  obfta- 
<:les  which  would  have  difpirited  lefs  determi- 
ned men,  the  Jefuits,  by  a  fteady  perfeverance, 
the  moft  ardent  zeal,  and  a  ftri(5t  attention  to 
the  genius  and  difpofition  of  thefe  favages,  at 
length,  civilized  their  manners,  implanted  in 
their  minds  the  principles  of  the  Chriftian  re- 
ligion. 
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litrion,  and  made  them  happy  within  them- 
felves  and  ufcful  to  the  community. 

In  the  year  1757  the  Spanilh  monarch  hav- 
ing given  up  the  colonies  on  the  left  (hore  of 
the  river  to  the  Portuguele,  in  exchange  for 
Santo  Sacramento,  with  a  view  to  fupprefs  the 
fmuogling  trade,  the  Indians  of  the  ceded  co- 
lonies, difgufted  at  being  driven  from  their 
cultivated  lands,  took  up  arms  againil  theSpaj 
niards.  Don  Jofeph  Andonaighi,  Governor- 
o-eneral  of  the  province  de  la  Plata,  and  Don 
Joachim  de  Viana,  Governor  of  Montevideo^ 
marched  againft,  and  entirely  defeated  them. 
Soon  after  this  battle  the  infurreflions  being 
quelled,  Viana  left  Buenos  Ayres,  and  was  ac- 
companied as  far  as  the  Maldonados  by  feven 
Indian  families,  wh'^re  they  fettled,  leading  a 
life  of  exemplary  prudence  and  induftry.  The 
fituation  of  thefe  reclaimed  people  gives  an 
idea  of  what  the  poets  call  the  golden  age  : 
they  knew  no  diitindlion  of  rank,  were  neither  in- 
cumbered with  riches,  nor  opprefTed  with  po- 
verty ;  and  as  all  their  v/ants  were  fupplied 
from  the  warehoufes  appointed  to  receive  the 
produce  of  the  common  labour,  they  had  no 
incitement  to  ufe  fmifter  and  clandeftine  means 
to  obtain  private  property. 

The  country  in  which  the  miflions  are  ficu- 
ated,  reaches  about  four  hundred  and  fifty 
miles  eaft  and  wefl-,  and  about  fix  hundred  miles 
north  and  fouth  i  and  the  number  of  the  inha- 
bitants 
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bitants  is  computed  to  be  three  hundred  thoii* 
fand.  There  are  immenfe  forefts  of  all  kinds 
of  wood,  and  extenfive  meadows,  watered  by 
innumerable  fmall  rivers  and  brooks,  which 
produce  pafture  fufficient  for  upwards  of  two 
millions  of  cattle. 

The  country  was  divided  into  diftrifls,  over 
each  of  which  two  Jefuits  were  appointed  to 
prefide  •,  one  of  whom  aded  as  Redor,  and 
the  other  as  his  Curate.  The  Indians  lived  in 
the  moft  abje£t  ftate  of  fubmilfion  to  their  Rec- 
tors, who  feverely  chaftifed^them  for  mifde- 
meanours,  and  annually  appointed  a  number 
of  inferior  officers,  called  Corregidors,  to  take 
cognizance  of  petty  offences. 

Near  the  church  are  two  large  buildings ;  one 
of  which  was  inhabited  by  a  great  number  of 
girls,  who  were  inflru6led  in  various  occupa- 
tions. The  other  building  was  occupied  by 
young  negroe  men,  who  were  brought  up  to 
various  handicraft  profeffions ;  and  one  depart- 
ment of  this  building  was  appointed  to  the 
teaching  of  mufic,  fculpture,  architedlure,  &c. 
The  Reflor's  houfe  flood  between  thefe  build- 
inss,  and  had  communications  with  each,  which 
he  vifited  every  day  to  fee  the  provifions  juftly 
diftributed,  and  the  proper  decorum  in  other 
refpeds  ftridly  obferved. 

The  entire  expulfion  of  the  Jefuits  from  the 
Spanilh  dominions  having  been  refolved  upon, 
Don  Francis  Buccarelii  was  appointed  to  carry 

this 
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this  dcfign  into  execution  ;  and  he  accordingly- 
failed  for  Buenos  Ayres,  arrived  there  in  the 
beginning  of  1767,  and  immediately  fent  the 
difpatches  with  which  he  was  charged,  to  the 
Governors  of  Peru  and  Chili,  and  the  com- 
manders of  Cordoua,  Mendoza,  Corrientesj 
Santa-Fe,  Salta,  Montevideo,  and  Paraguay, 
Thefe  difpatches  were  accompanied  by  letters, 
ftriftly  enjoining  the  perfons,  to  whom  the  dif- 
patches from  the  Court  were  direcled,  not  to 
open  them  till  an  appointed  day.  As  it  was  a 
matter  of  doubt,  whether  the  Indians  would 
tamely  fubmit  to  fee  Jefuits  arrefted  in  the  co- 
lonies,  all  the  preparations  for  carrying  the 
King's  orders  into  execution  were  conduced  with 
the  moft  profound  fecrecy.  The  time  for  ac- 
complilhing  this  grand  defign  at  length  arrived^ 
and  the  different  Governors  being  previoufly 
inftruded  to  open  their  letters,  and  to  proceed 
according  to  their  contents,  with  all  imaginable 
difpatch. 

The  general  execution  began  about  two 
o'clock  in  the  morning,  when  the  Jefuits,  with 
equal  horror  and  aflonifliment,  found  their  ha- 
bitations invefted  by  the  Spanifli  troops. 

They  evinced  a  high  degree  of  philofophical 
refignation  and  humility  in  quietly  fubmittingi" 
to  their  fate,  which  they  confelTcd  was  not  fo 
fevere  as  their  crimes  deferved. 

On  the  thirteenth  of  September  a  Cacique 
belonging  to  each  colony,  and  all  the  corregi- 

Z  z  dors. 
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dor«,  arrived  at  Buenos  4yres,  Thefe  people 
were  politically  detached  from  their  companions 
by  the  following  ftratagem,  with  a  defign  of 
fecuring  them  as  hoftages,  in  cafe  any  refiftance 
had  been  made.  The  Governor-general  fent 
for  them,  under  pretence  of  communicating 
the  fobftance  of  the  King's  letters ;  and  thefe 
deluded  people  v;ere  not  informed  of  the  events 
that  had  happened,  till  they  received  the  ac- 
eount  from  the  mouth  of  t\\t  Governor,  who 
gave  them  a  general  audience,  immediately 
upon  their  arrival  5  when  the  Governor  inform- 
ed them,  that  he  cani«  to  free  them  from  the 
flavery  they  had  long  groaned  under,  and  di- 
re(5ting  them  to  one  of  the  houfes  formerly  oc- 
cupied by  the  Jefuits,  they  were  there  pro- 
perly provided  for  at  the  King's  expence. 
The  Jefuits  had  eftablifned  other  miffions  than 
thofe  abovemsntioned  to  the  fouth  of  Ura^ 
guay,  and  were  m.aking  great  progrefs  fouth- 
v/ard  of  Chili,  towards  the  ifland  of  Chiloe; 
but  the  unexpeded  turn  of  affairs  in  Europe 
utterly  deftroyed  the  v/ork,  the  completion  of 
which  had  been  an  objedt  of  great  attention  for 
a  long  leries  of  years. 
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Vocabulary  of  the  Language  of  Taiti  Island, 


Abobo, 

'To-morrow. 

Aibou, 

Come. 

Aine, 

Girl  (filk) 

Aiouta, 

There  is  fome. 

Aouerere, 

Black. 

Aouero, 

Egg* 

Aouri, 

Iron,  gold,  [liver,  every  me-- 

tal,  or  injtritment  of  metal. 

Aoutti, 

Flying  Jifij. 

Aouira, 

Lightning. 

Apalari, 

To  break  or  defiroy. 

Ari, 

Cocoa-nut. 

Ateatea, 

White. 

Ea, 

Root, 

Eai, 

Fire. 

Eame, 

Drink  made  of  cocoa-nuts,     ' 

Eani, 

All  manner  of  fighting. 

Eivi, 

Little. 

Eite, 

To  under jland. 

Elao, 

A  fly. 

Emaa, 

A  fling. 

Emeitai, 

To  give. 

Emoe, 

Tofleep. 

Enapo, 

Tefierday. 

Enoanoa, 

To  fmellwelL 

Enoo-tepapa 

,  6'//  down. 

Enoua-Taiti, 

The  country  of  Taiti. 

Enoua-Paris, 

The  country  of  Paris. 

Eo, 

To  fweat. 

Z  z  2                         Ean'', 
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Eoe-tea, 

An  arrow. 

Eoe-pai, 

A  paddle  or  oar* 

Eonou. 

turtle. 

Eouai, 

Rain. 

Eouri, 

A  dancer. 

EouriayCj 

A  dancing-girl. 

Epoure, 

To  pray. 

Era, 

1'he  fun. 

Erai, 

Heaven, 

Ero, 

Am. 

Eri, 

King. 

Erie, 

Royal, 

Etai, 

^ea. 

Eteina, 

Elder  brother  orfijler. 

Etouana, 

Younger  hr other  orMer, 

litio. 

Oyfier. 

Etoi, 

A  butcher. 

The 


The  bookseller's  Advertisement^ 
To    THE    READER. 

HAVING  in  the  former  part  of  thisColledtion 
given  an  authentic  account  of  the  pro- 
ceedings and  difcoveries  of  the  Englifh  naviga- 
tors who  have  lately  furrounded  the  globe;  and 
alfo  a  copious  detail  of  the  voyage  of  a  cotempo- 
rary  navigator  of  another  nation,  who,  jealous  of 
the  Englifh  defigns,  was  commiffioned  to  follow 
the  fame  track.  That  the  prefcnt  undertaking 
may  not  want  novelty  to  recommend  it,  I  have 
procured,  at  a  confidcrable  expence,  the  jour- 
nal of  a  new  voyage  to  the  northern  part  of 
the  globe;  a  voyage  which  h!s  Majefty,  in  a 
particular  manner,  has  thought  fit  to  patronize, 
and  which  was  equipped  with  fuch  care  and 
circumfpedtion,  that  nothing  was  found  want- 
ins  during  the  courfe  of  it. 

This  voyage  I  have  added  by  way  of  Sup- 
plement, without  any  additional  expence  to 
the  fubicribers  j  and  have  prefixed  to  it  a  brief 
recapitulation  of  the  many  attempts  that  have 
been  made  for  thedifcovery  of  a  north- eaftpaf- 
fage  to  China  and  Japan,  and  alfo  have  fub- 
joined  a  like  fummary  of  the  enterprizes  fet  on 
foot  by  government,  or  undertaken  by  private 
adventurers,  for  difcovering  a  communication 
with  the  great  pacific  ocean  by  a  pafiage  from 
tjie  north-weft. 

Thefe 


ADVERTISEMENT. 

Thefe  accounts  are  full  of  aftonifhing  events, 
and  wonderful  defcriptions  of  uncommon  phe- 
nomena. In  them  we  read  of  rivers  and  lakes 
of  ice,  burfting  with  imprifoned  vapours  -,  and 
of  rocks,  forcfts,  beams  of  houfes  and  build- 
ings, fplitting  with  a  noife  not  lefs  terrible  than 
the  loudeft  thunder. — Of  brandy.  Brine,  and 
even  fpirits  of  wine,  cxpofed  to  the  open  air, 
only  for  a  few  hours,  freezing  into  a  folid 
mafs. — Of  mountains  of  ice  frozen  in  the  fea 
one  hundred  fathom  deep. — Of  fnow  hills  that 
never  thaw. — And  of  winds  that  blifter  the 
flcfh,  and  fhrivel  the  fkin  like  red-hot  iron. 

In  this  Supplement  the  diftrefles,  dangers, 
providential  deliverances,  and  unfpeakable  fuf- 
ferings  of  thofe  who  have  wintered  in  the  dark 
and  dreary  regions  of  the  north,  are  recounted 
with  clearnefs  and  brevity  *,  and,  in  the  fmall 
compafs  of  a  few  fheets,  the  contents  of  many 
volumes  are  comprized. 
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SUPPLEMENT, 

CONTAINING     THE 

JOURNAL    OF    A    VOYAGE 

UNDERTAKEN     BY    ORDER    OF 

HIS    PRESENT    MAJESTY, 

For  making    Discoveries  towards   the 

NORTH       POLE, 

BY     THE 

Hon.  COMMODORE    PHIPPS^ 

AND 

Captain     L  U  T  W  1  D  G   E, 

IN     HIS 

MAJESTY'S      SLOOPS 
RACEHORSE   and    CARCASE. 

To  which  is  prefixed. 
An  Account  of  the  feveral  Voyages  undertaken  for 
the  Difcovery  of  a  North-Eaft  PaiTage  to  China 
and  Japan. 
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THE 

INTRODUCTION. 

IT  is  fortunate  for  commerce,  and  the  intcr- 
courfe  of  nations,  that  there  is  implanted  in 
man's  nature  a  defire  of  novelty^  which  no  pre- 
fent  gratification  can  fatisfy  5  that  when  he  has 
vifited  one  region  of  the  earth,  he  is  ftill,  like 
Alexander,  fighing  for  another  to  explore  -,  and 
that,   after  having  efcaped  one  danger  in  his 

^  progrefs,  he  is  no  lefs  eager  to  encounter  others> 
that  may  chance  to  obftrudt  him  in  the  courfe 
of  his  purfuits. 

If  the  hiftory  of  former  hardfliips  could  have 
deterred  men  from  engaging  in  new  adventures, 
the  Voyage,  the  particulars  of  which  we  are 
now  about  to  relate,  would  probably  never  have 
been  undertaken.  The  dreary  regions  that  fur- 
round  the  poles  are  fo  little  accui^omed  to  feel 
the  kindly  influences  of  the  enlivening  fun,  and^ 
are  fo  deftitute  of  the  ordinary  produdions  of 
the  earth  in   happier  climates,  that  little  lefs 

*^han  one  whole  quarter  of  the  globe  is,  by  its 
flerility,  rendered  uninhabitable  by  humaa 
beings,  and  but  thinly  occupied  by  a  very  incon- 
fidcrable  number  of  the  race  of  quadrupedes. 
The  many  and  almofl:  infuperable  difficukies 
that  muft  therefore  be  cxpe(5ted  in  traverfing 
thefe  forlorn  defarts,  where  no  relief  is  to  be 
B  ,  ckpedled^' 
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expected,  but  from  the  favourable  interpofirion 
of  that  power,  vvhofe  merciful  providence  ex- 
tends to  the  remoteft  corners  of  the  earth,  are, 
upon  refledion,  enough  to  cool  the  ardour  of 
the  moft  enterprifing,  and  to  ftagger  the  refolu- 
tion  of  the  mod  intrepid. 

In  the  contention  between  powers,  equally- 
formed  by  nature  to  meet  an  oppofition,  it  may 
be  glorious  to  overcome ;  but  to  encounter 
raging  feas,  tremendous  rocks,  and  bulwarks 
of  folid  ice,  anddefperately  toperfiftin  attempts 
to  prevail  againft  fuch  formidable  enemies ;  as 
the  conflifl  is  hopelefs,  fo  the  event  is  certain. 
The  hardieft:  and  mxfl:  ilvilfui  navigator,  after 
expofjng  himferf  and  his  companions  to  the 
moft  perilous  dangers,  and  fuffering  in  propor- 
tion to  his  hardinefs  the  moft  complicated  dil- 
treffes,  muft  at  laft  fubmit  to  return  home  with- 
out fuccefs,  or  perifii  by  his  pcrfcverance. 

This  obferration  vvil!  be  fuiPicientiy  juftified, 
by  a  brief  recapitulation  of  the  Voyages  that 
have  been  undertaken,  with, a  view  to  the  dif- 
£0very  of  aNorth-eaft  PafTage  to  China  and 
Japan. 

The  firft  who  attempted  this  difcovery  was 
Sir  Hugh  Willoughby,  with  three  fliips,  fo 
t^arly  as  the  year  1553,  the  sera  of  perilous 
cnterprizes.  This  gentleman  failed  to  the  la- 
titude of  "ji^  degrees  north,  within  fight,  as  it 
is  imagined,  of  New  Greenland,  now  called 
^piliberge;) ;  but  by  a  ftorm  was  driven  back^ 
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and  obliged   to  winter  in  the  river  Arzena,  in 
J^apland,  where  he  was  frozen-to  death  with  all 
his  company.     He  left  upon  his  table  a  concile 
account   of  all  his   difcoveries,  in    which   he 
mentions,  having  failed  vvithin  fight  of  a  coun- 
try in   a  very  high  latitude,  about  which  geo- 
graphers are  divided  •,  fome  aiTirming,  as  has 
been  bid,  that  it  could  be  no  other  than  Nevv 
Greenland,  afterwards   difcovered,  and   named 
by  the  Dutch  Spitfbergen  -,  others,  that  what  he 
iaw  was  only  a  fog-bank  ;  and  of  this  latter 
opinion   is  Capt.  Wood,  an  able  navigator,  of 
whom  we  Ihall  have  occafion  to  fpeak  hereafter. 
To  Sir  Hugh  Willoughby  fuccecded  Capt. 
Burroughs,  afterwards  Comptroller  of  the  Na- 
vy to  Qiieen  Elizabeth.     This  gentleman  at- 
tempted the  paflage  with  better  fortune,  and 
returned  full   of   hope,    but   without  fuccefs. 
He  pdfled  the  North  cape  in  1556,  advanced 
,is  far  north  as  the  78th  degree,  difcovered  the 
Wygate,  or  llrait  that  divides  Nova  Zembla 
from   the  country  of  the  Sammoyds,  now  fub- 
jed  to  Ruffia  :  and  having  pafled  the  eaftern- 
moft  point  of  that  ftrait,  arrived  at  an  open 
fea,  from   whence  he  returned,  having,  as  he 
imagined,  difcovered  the  palTage  fo  painfully 
fought,  and  fo  ardently  defired.     Some  affirm, 
his  difcoveries  extended  beyond  the  80th  de- 
gree of  latitude,  to  a  country  altogether  defo- 
late,  where  the  mountains  were  blue  and  the 
valleys  fnow. 

B  2  ^Be 


IV       INTRODUCTION". 

Be  that  as  it  may,  the  favourable  report  of 
Capt.  Burroughs  encouraged  Queen  Elizabeth 
to  fit  out  two  flout  veflels  to  perfe(5t  the  dif- 
covery.  The  cprnmand  of  thefe  fhips  was 
given  to  the  Captains  Jackman  and  Pett,  who, 
in  1580,  failed  through  the  fame  ftrait,  that 
had  been  difcovered  by  Burroughs,  and  enter- 
ed the  eaftern  fea ;  where  the  ice  poured  in  fo 
faft  upon  them,  and  the  weather  became  fo 
tempeftuoLis,  that  after  enduring  incredible 
hardfhips,  and  fuftaining  the  moft  dreadful 
Ihocks  of  ice  and  feas,  terrible  even  in  the  rela- 
tion, they  were  driven  back  and  fep^rated  ;  and 
neither  Pett  nor  his  Ihip  or  crew  were  ever  heard 
of  afterwards. 

After  this  difafter  gnd  difappointmcnt,  the 
defire  of  vifiting  the  frozen  feas  to  the  north- 
eaft  began  to  abate  among  the  Englifli,  but 
was  affumed  by  the  Dutch  with  an  obftinate  per- 
feverance,  peculiar  to  that  phlegmatic  nation. 
The  firft  Dutchman  we  read  of  who  made  the 
attempt  was  John  Cornelius,  of  whofe  voyage, 
in  1595,  we  have  but  a  very  imperfect  account; 
he  was  followed  l^owever  in  1606  by  Williani 
Barrans,  or,  as  fome  vyrite,  Barents,  an  able 
and  experienced  feaman  and  mathematician, 
v/ho  being  fupplied  with  every  neceflary  for  lb 
hazardous  a  voyage,  by  the  generofity  and  pa- 
tronage of  Prince  Maurice,  proceeded  in  the 
fame  courfe  which  had  been  pointed  out  to  him 
by  the  Englilh  navigators  j  but  having  paflqd 
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£hc  Wygate,  found  the  like  incumbrances,  and 
the  like  tempefts  which  the  Englifh  had  expe- 
rienced ;  and  not  being  able  to  bear  up  againfl 
them,  returned  thoroughly  convinced,  that  the 
wi(hed-for  paflage  was  not  to  be  attained  in 
that  direftion.  However,  he  traverfed  the 
coaft  of  Nova  Zembla,  gave  names  to  feveral 
promontories  and  head-lands,  and  planned  to 
himfclf  a  new  courfe  to  fleer,  by  which  he 
hoped  to  accomplifh  what  he  had  failed  in  dif- 
covering,  by  following  the  fteps  of  thofe  who 
had  gone  before  him. 

In  1607,  animated  rather  than  difcouraged 
by  difappointment,  he  entered  upon  his  fecond 
voyage,  with  the  fpirit  of  a  man  fully  prepof- 
feffed  with  fuccefs.  He  had  heard,  that  fome 
of  the  whalers,  who  bad  now  begun  to  fre- 
quent the  North  Seas,  had,  either  by  defigti 
or  accident,  advanced  much  farther  to  the 
northward  than  thofe  who  had  been  purpofely 
^tted  out  upon  difcoveries ;  he  therefore  deter- 
mined to  fteer  to  the  northward  of  Nova  Zem- 
bla, till  he  fhould  arrive  at  the  height  of  the 
pole,  under  which  he  was  perfuaded  he  fiiould 
find  an  open  fea;  and,  by  changing  his  courfe 
to  the  fouthward,  avoid  thofe  obftruflions  which 
had  retarded  his  pafTage  to  the  north-eaft. 

In  this  hope  he  continued  till  he  arrived  on 
the  coaft  of  Nova  Zembla,  where,  before  he 
had  reached  the  77th  degree,  he  was  fo  rudely 
attacked  by  the  mountains  of  ice,  that  every- 
where 
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where  aflailed  him,  that  not  being  able  to  with- 
ftand  their  fury,  he  was  driven  againft  the  rocks, 
and  his  fhip  dallied  to  pieces.  Barents  and  the 
greateft  part  of  his  crew  got  fafe  to  land,  but 
it  was  to  experience  greater  inifery  than  thofe 
underwent  who  perifhed  in  the  attempt.  They 
were  obliged  to  winter  in  a  country,  where  no 
living  creature  befides  themfelves  appeared  to 
have  exiftence;  and  where,  notwithftanding 
their  utmoll  efforts  topreferve  their  bodies  from 
the  cold,  the  fielh  peri  (bed  upon  the  bones  of 
fome  of  them,  and  others  died  of  the  moft  ex- 
cruciating pains. 

In  this  extremity,  and  notwithftanding  the 
anguifn  they  endured,  thofe  who  furvived  had 
ftill  the  fortitude  and,  ingenuity  to  frame  a  pin- 
nace from  the  wreck  of  their  broken  lliip,  in 
which,  at  the  approach  of  fummer,  they  made 
fail  for  Lapland  •,  but  before  they  arrived  at 
Colu,  their  Captain  died,  and  with  him  the 
hopes  of  perfeding  his  difcovery. 
.  It  was  now  the  adive  feafon  for  naval  enter- 
prizes.  Private  adventurers  began  to  fit  out 
fhips  for  the  North  Seas.  Innumerable  fea  ani- 
mals had  been  obferved  to  bafk  upon  the  ice  } 
the  tufks  of  whofejaws  were  found  to  excel, 
in  whitenefs,  the  fineft  ivory,  and  their  carcafes 
to  yield  plenty  of  excellent  oil.  In  the  infancy 
of  the  whale  filhery,  thefe  were  purfued  with  the 
fame  eagernefs,  with  which  both  the  Englifli  and 
Putch  endeavour  at  this  day  to  make  the  whales 
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their  prey,  and  perhaps  with  no  lefs  profit.  In 
following  thefe,  many  iflands  were  difcovered 
to  which  they  reforted,  and,  in  courfe  of  time, 
the  Teas  that  were  fo  formidable  to  the  firll  dif- 
coverers,  became  frequented  at  the  proper  fea- 
fons  by  the  fhips  of  every  nation. 

Foreign  navigators,  however,  were  more 
fangiiine  in  their  notions  of  a  north- wefl:  paflage, 
than  of  the  exigence  of  a  paflage  to  the  north- 
eaftj  and  it  was  not  till  many  unfuccefsful  tri- 
als had  been  made  to  difcover  the  former,  that 
the  latter  was  again  attempted.  The  celebrat- 
ed Hudfon,  who  difcovered  the  ftraits  that  leads 
to  the  great  weftern  bay,  which  itill  bears  his 
name  -,  after  he  had  exerted  his  fl<.ill  in  vain  to 
find  a  paflage  wefl:ward,  was  perfuaded  at  lait 
to  undertake  a  voyage  in  fearch  of  a  paflTage  to 
the  north-eaft.  This  he  performed  in  1610, 
but  being  difcouraged  by  the  mifcarriages  of 
others,  and  the  fatal  ifllie  that  had  attended 
their  obiiinate  perfeverance,  on  viewing  the 
face  of  the  country,  examining  the  currents, 
and  traverfing  an  immenfe  continent  of  ice, 
that  ftretched  along  the  ocean,  in  a  diredion 
from  eail  fouth^eafl:  to  wcfl:  north-weft,  he 
concluded,  that  no  paflTage  could  be  practica- 
ble in  that  direction,  and  therefore  returned 
without  making  any  other  material  difcovery. 

From  this  time  till  the  year  1676,  the  prole-, 
cution  of  this  difcovery  was  totally  negleded 
by  the  Englifli ;  and  though  the  Dutch  whalers 
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amufed  the  world  with  wonderful  relations  of 
their  near  approach  to  the  pole,  yet  little  cre- 
dit was  given  to  their  reports  till  the  arrival  of 
one  John  Wood,  who  had  accompanied  Sir 
John  Narborough  in  his  voyage  to  the  South 
Sea,  with  a  view  to  eftablifli  a  new  trade  with 
the  Chilians,  and  natives  of  that  vaft  traft  of 
country,  reaching  from  the  Straits  of  Magel- 
lan to  the  confines  of  t^eru. 

This  able  and  enterprizing  navigator,  being 
himfeif  an  excellent  mathematician  and  geo- 
grapher, and  reading  in  the  Philofophical 
Tranfadions  a  paper,  by  which  the  exiftence 
of  a  north- eaft  paflage  to  the  eaftern  or  Indian 
ocean  was  plaufibly  alTerted,  and  this  exadtly 
coinciding  with  his  own  notions  of  the  con- 
ftrudion  of  the  globe,  he  was  induced,  by  this 
and  other  reafons,  to  apply  to  King  Charles  the 
Second  for  a  commiffion  to  profecute  the  difco- 
very;  the accomplifhment  whereof,  itwasfaid, 
would  add  to  the  glory  of  his  Majefty's  reign, 
and  immenfely  to  the  wealth  and  profperity  of 
his  kingdoms. 

Many  about  the  Court  of  that  needy  Prince, 
hoping  to  Ihare  in  the  profits  of  the  voyage, 
were  earneft  in  prevailing  with  his  Majefty  to 
forward  the  defign,  who  being  himfeif  fond  of 
novelty,  ordered  the  Speedwell  Frigate  to  be 
fitted  out  at  his  own  charge,  manned,  vidu- 
ailed,  and  provided  with  every  neceflary  ;  while 
the  Duke,  his  brotherj  and  feven  other  cour- 
tiers. 
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tiers,  joined  in  the  purchafeof  a  Pink  of  one  hun- 
dred and  twenty  tons,  to  accompany  her,  which 
hey  lilcevvife  manned  and  vidualled,  and  furnifli- 
cd  with  merchandizes,  fiich  as  were  thought  mar- 
ketable on  the  coafts  of  Tartary  or  Japan  ;  tha 
countries  they  moil  probably  would  firft  ftill  in 
with  after  thcii  paffage  through  the  North  Sea. 
'  Thefe  lliips  being  in  readiiicfs,  and  commil- 
fions  made  out  for  their  Commanders,  Captain 
Wood  was  appointed  to  dired  the  expedition, 
on  board  the  Speedwell,  and  Captain  Flawes  to 
bear  him  company  on  board  the  Profperous. 

On  the  28th  of  May  1676,  they  failed  from 
the  Buoy  of  the  Nore,  with  the  wind  at  fouth- 
weft  ;  and  on  the  4th  of  June  cad  anchor  off 
Lerwick,  in  Brafley  Sound,  where  they  conti- 
nued fix  days,  to  take  in  water  and  recruit  their 
ftores. 

On  Saturday  the  loth  they  weighed  anchor 
and  continued  their  voyage;  and  on  the  15th 
they  entered  the  Polar  circle,  where  the  fun 
at  that  feafon  of  the  year  never  fets.  At  noon 
the  Speedwell  broke  her  main-top- fail-yard  in 
the  flings,  the  firft  diiafter  that  had  happened, 
which,  however,  was  eafily  repaired.  The 
weather  now  began  to  grow  hazey,  a  clrcum- 
{lance  that  frequently  happens  in  the  Polar  re- 
gions, and  darkens  the  air  with  the  obfcurity 
of  night. 

From  this  time  till  June  22,  when  they  fell 

in  with  the  ice  in  latitude  75  degrees  59  mi- 

C  nutes 
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nutes  north,  nothing  material  occurred.  On 
that  day,  at  noon,  they  obferved  a  continent 
of  ice  ftretching  to  an  imperceptible  dillance* 
in  a  diredion  from  eaft-foutheafl  and  wefl- 
north-welt.  They  bore  away  along  the  ice  till 
the  28th,  when  they  found  it  join  to  the  land  of 
Nova  Zembla. 

On  the  29th   they  ftood   away  to  the  fouth, 
to  get  clear  of  the  ice  ;  but  unfortunately  found 
themfelves  embayed  in  it.     At   11   at  night  the 
Profperous    bore   down    upon   the  Speedwell^ 
crying   out,    ice    upon    the   weather- bow,    on 
which  the  Speedwell  clapt  the  helm  hard  a  wea- 
ther, and  veered  out  the  main-fail   to  ware  the 
fhip  j  but  before  fhe  could  be. brought  too  on 
the  other  tack,  ilie  ftruck  on  a  ledge  of  rocks, 
and  iluck   fall.     They  fired  guns  of  difcrefs, 
but  were  not  heard,  and  the  fog  being  fo  thick, 
that  land  could  not  be  difcerned,  though  clofe 
to  the  ftern  of  their  fhip  ;  no  relief  was  now  to 
be  expe6led,  but  from  Providence  and  their 
ov\/n  endeavours.     In  fuch  a  fituation,  no  de- 
fcription  can  equal  the  relation  of  the  Captain 
himfelf,  who,  in  the   language   of  the   times, 
has  given   the  following  full  and  pathetic  ac- 
count. 

*'  Here,  fays  he,  we  lay  beating  upon  the 
rock  in  a  mofl  frightful  manner,  for  the  fpace 
of  three  or  four  hours,  ufing  all  pofTible  means 
to  fave  the  fhip,  but  in  vain ;  for  ic  blew  fo 
hard, -that  it  was  wholly  out  of  our  power  to 
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ciarry  out  an  anchor  capable  to  do  us  any  fer- 
vice.  At  length  wc  law  land  clofe  under  our 
ftern,  to  the  great  amazement  of  us  all,  which 
before  we  could  not  fee  for  the  foggy  weather  ; 
fc  I  commanded  the  men  to  get  out  the  boats 
before  our  maft  came  by  the  board,  which  was 
done.  I  fcnt  the  boatlwain  towards  the  Ihore 
in  the  pinnace,  to  fee  if  there  was  any  pofTibi- 
lity  of  landing,  which  I  much  feared,  becaufc 
the  fea  ran  fo  high.  In  half  an  hour  he  re- 
turned with  this  anfwer,  that  it  was  impoffible 
to  land  a  man,  the  fnow  being  in  high  cliffs, 
the  fhore  was  inacceflible.  This  was  bad  tid- 
ings ;  lo  then  it  was  high  tim.e  to  think  on  the 
fafety  of  our  fouls,  and  we  went  all  together  to 
prayers,  to  befeech  God  to  have  mercy  on  us, 
for  now  nothing  but  individual  ruin  appeared 
before  our  eyes.  After  prayers,  the  weather 
cleared  up  a  little,  and  looking  over  the  ftern, 
I  faw  a  fmall  beach  diredly  with  the  ftern  of 
the  fhip,  where  I  thought  there  might  be  fome 
chance  of  getting  on  ftiore.  I  therefore  fent 
off  the  pinnace  a  fecond  time,  with  fome  men 
in  her  to  be  firft  landed,  but  (he  durft  not  ven- 
ture to  attempt  the  beach.  I  then  ordered  out 
the  long-boat  with  twenty  men  to  land,  who 
attempted  it,  and  got  fafe  on  (hore.  They 
in  the  pinnace  feeing  that,  followed,  and  land- 
ed their  men  likewife,  and  both  vefTels  returned 
to  the  fliip  without  any  accident.  The  men  on 
C  2  fhore 
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Ihore    defired    fome    fire-arms    and    ammuni- 
tion, for  there    were  many  bears  in  figiit.     1 
therefore      ordered    two    barrels    of    powder, 
foree   fmall  arms,    fome   provifions,  with    my 
own  papers  and  money,  to  be  put  on  board  the 
pinnace;  but   as  Cnt  put  off  from    the   fliip'a 
fide,  a  fea  overfet  her,  fo  that  all  was  loft,  with 
the  life  of  one  man,   and  feveral  others  taken 
up  for  dead.     The  pinnace  likewife  was  dafhed 
to  pieces,  to  our  great  forrov/,  as  by  that  dif- 
aiter,  one  means  of  efcaping  from  this  difmal 
country,  in  cafe  the  Profperous  deferted  us  was 
cut  off.     The  long-loat  being  on  board,  and  the 
fea   running    high,    the   boatfwain    and    fome 
others  would  compel  me  and  the  Lieutenant  to 
leave  the  fliip,  faying  it  was  impoITible  for  her 
to  live  long  in  that  fea,  and  that  they  had  ra- 
ther be  drowned  than  I  -,  but  defiring  me  when 
I  came  on  fnore,  if  it  were  poiTible,-  to  fend  the 
boat  again  for  them.     Before  we  got  half  way 
to  fhore  the  ftiip  overfet,  fo  making  all  pofTible 
hafte  to  land  the  men  we  had  on  board,  1  went 
off  to  the  fhip  again,   to  fave  thofe  poor  men 
who  had  been  fo  kind  to  me  before.    With  great 
hazard  I  got  to  the  quarter  of  the  (hip,  and 
they  came  down  the  ladder  into  tlie  boat,  only 
one  man   v/as   left  behind  for  dead,  who  had 
before  been  cait  av/ay  in  the  pinnace ;    fo  I  re- 
turned to  the  lliore,   though  very  wet  and  cold. 
We  then  hauled  up  the  boat,  and  went  up  the 
land  about  a  flight  fhot,  where  our  men  were 

making 
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makino-  a  fire  and  a  tent  with  canvafs  and  oars, 
which  we  had  laved  for  that  purpofe,  in  which 
we  all  lay  that  night  wet  and  weary.    The  next 
morning  the  man  we  Itk  on  board  having  re- 
covered, got  upon  the  mizzen-maft,  and  prayed 
to  be  taken  on  fliore,  but  it  blew  fo  hard,  and 
the  lea  ran  ib  high,  that  tho'  he  was  a  very  pret- 
ty failor,  none  would  venture  to  bring  him  off. 
The   weather  continuing  blowing  with*  ex- 
treme fogs,  and   with  froft  and   fnow,  and  all 
the  ill-compat^led  weather  that  could  be  ima- 
gined put  together,  we  built  more  tents  to  pre* 
ferve  ourfelves  -,  and  the  Qiip  breaking  in  pieces, 
came  all  on  fiiore  to  the  fame  place  where  we 
landed,  which  ferved  us  for  (belter  and  firing. 
Befides,  there  came  to  us  fome  hoglheads  of 
flour,  and  brandy  in  good  florc,  which  was  no 
little  comfort  in  our  great  extremity.     We  now 
lay  between  hope  and  defpair,  praying  for  fair 
weather,    that  Captain  Flawes  might  find  us, 
which  it  was  impoflible  for  him  ever  to  do  while 
the  weather  continued  foggy  •,   but  fearing  at 
the  fame  time  that  he  might  be  caft  away  as  well 
as  we. 

But  fuppofing  we  never  were  to  fee  him 
again,  1  was  refolved  to  try  the  utmoU  to  fave 
as  many  as  I  could  in  the  long-boar.  In  order 
thereunto  we  railed  her  two  f^et,  and  laid  3, 
deck  upon  her  to  keep  the  fea  out  as  much  as 
.  polTible  ;  and  v^ith  this  boat,  and  thirty  men, 
forihe  would  carry  no  more,  I  intended  to  row 
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and  fail  to  RulTia,  but  the  crew  not  being  fatif- 
fied  who  fhould  be  the  men,  began  to  be  very 
unruly  in  their  mind  and  behaviour,  every  one 
having  as  much  reafon  to  fave  himfelf  as  anoi 
ther,  fome  holding  confultation  to  fave  the 
boat,  and  all  j:o  run  the  like  fortune ;  but  here 
brandy  was  our  beft  friend,  for  it  kept  the  men 
always  fox'd,  fo  that  in  all  their  defigns  I  could 
prevent  them.  Some  were  in  the  mind  to  go 
by  land,  but  that  I  knew  was  impoflible  to  any 
man  ;  neither  had  we  provifions  nor  ammunition 
to  defend  us  from  the  wild  beafts ;  fo  the  paf- 
fage  by  land  being  impradicable,  and  no  pal^ 
fage  by  fea  to  be  attempted  till  forty  men  were 
deftroyed,  I  will  leave  it  to  the  confideration  of 
any,  v/hether  we  were  not  in  a  moft  deplorable 
condition,  without  the  interpofition  of  divine 
providence. 

The  weather  continued  ftill  very  bad,  with 
fog5,  fnow,  rain,  and  froft,  till  the  9th  day  of 
our  being  on  fnore,  which  was  the  8th  day  of 
July,  when  in  the  morning  it  cleared  up,  and 
to  our  great  joy  one  of  our  people  cried  out  a 
fail,  vvhich  proved  Captain  Flawes ;  fo  we  fet 
fire  to  our  town,  that  he  might  fee  where  we 
were,  which  he  prelently  difcovered,  fo  came 
up,  and  lent  his  boat  to  us ;  but  before  I  went 
off,  1  wrote  a  brief  relation  of  the  intention  of 
the  voyage,  with  the  accident  that  had  befallen 
us,  and  put  it  into  a  glafs  bottle,  and  left  it  in 
the  fortification  I  had  there  built ;  fo  by  twelve 
*  o'clock 
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o'clock  we  all  got  fafe  on  board,  but  left  all 
on  fhore  that  we  had  faved  from  the  (hip  ;  for 
we  much  feared  it  would  prove  foggy  again, 
and  that  we  fhould  be  driven  once  more  on  this 
mifcrable  country,    a   country,  for   the   moft 
part,  covered  perpetually  with  fnow,  and  what 
is  bare  being  like  bogs,  on  whofe  furface  grows 
a  kind  of   mofs,  bearing  a   blue  and   yellow 
flour,  the  whole  product  of  the  earth  in  this 
defolace  region.     Under  the  furface,  about  two 
feet  deep,   we  came  to  a  firm  body  of  ice,  a 
thing  never  heard  of  before;  and  againfl  the 
ice-cliffs,  which  are  as  high  as  either  of  the  forcr 
lands  in  Kent,  the  fea  has  wafhed  underneath, 
and  the  arch  overhanging,  moft  fearful  to  be- 
hold, fupports   mountains   of  fnow,    which,  I 
believe,  hath  lain  there  ever  fince  the  creation." 

Thus  far  in  Captain  Wood's  own  words. 
He  adds,  that  by  the  tides  fetting  direftly  in 
upon  the  fliore,  it  may  be  affirmed  with  cer- 
tainty, that  there  is  no  pafTage  to  the  north- 
ward. One  thing  remarkable  in  his  relation, 
and  which  feems  to  contradict  the  report  of 
former  navigators,  is,  that  the  fea  is  there  falter 
than  he  had  yet  tafted  it  elfcwhere,  and  the 
cleareft  in  the  world,  for  that  he  could  fee  the 
fhells  at  the  bottom,  though  the  fea  was  four 
hundred  and  eighty  feet  deep. 

Being  all  embarked  on  board  the  Profperous, 
on  the  9th  of  July  they  changed  their  courie, 
and  fleered  for  England;  and,  on  the  23d  of 

Auguft, 
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Auguil,     they   arrived    fafe    in    the    Thames, 
without  any  remarkable  accident  intervening. 

After  the  mifcarriage  of  this  voyage,  on 
which  the  higheft  expectations  had  been  formed, 
the  moft  experienced  navigators  in  England 
feemed  to  agree,  that  a  paffage  by  the  north,  or 
north-eaft,  had  no  exiftence.  They  were  the 
more  confirmed  in  this  error,  for  an  error  it  is, 
by  the  reafons  afllgned  by  Capt.  Wood,  for 
changing  his  opinion  on  this  matter  -,  for,  be- 
fore he  went  upon  the  difcovery,  he  was  fully 
perfuaded  himlelf,  and  likevvife  perfuaded  ma- 
ny others,  that  nothing  was  m.ore  certain. 
When,  however,  he  firfl  faw  the  ice,  he  im- 
acr'med  it  was  only  that  which  joined  to  Green- 
land, and  that  no  folid  body  of  ice  extended 
farther  from  land  than  twenty  leagues ;  in  this 
perfuafion  he  altered  his  courfe,  and  coafied 
along  in  the  direftion  in  which  the  ice  lay,  ex- 
pefting,  at  every  cape  or  head-land  of  ice,  af- 
ter running  a  certain  diftance,  to  find  an  open- 
inof  into  the  Polar  ocean  j  but  after  running 
two  or  three  glades  to  the  northward  in  one 
bay,  he  found  himfelf  entangled  in  another ; 
and  thus  it  continued  till  his  fhip  was  wrecked. 
By  this  experiment,  he  found  the  opinion  of 
Barents  confuted,  namely,  "  that  by  Hearing 
"  the  miiddlc  courfe  between  Spitfbcrgen  and 
»<  Nova  Zembla,  an  open  fea  mjight  be  at- 
"  tained,  in  which  a  fhip  might  fafely  fail  as 
"  far  as  the  pole."     From  his  own  experience, 

he 
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he  therefore  pronounced,  that  all  the  Dutch 
relations  were  forgeries  which  aflerted,  that  any 
man  had  ever  been  under  the  pole  -,  verily  be- 
lieving, that  if  there  be  no  land  to  the  north- 
ward of  So  degrees,  that  the  lea  is  there  frozen, 
and  always  continues  fo  ;  and  grounding  his 
opinion  upon  this  remark,  that  if  the  body  of 
ice  which  he  faw  were  to  be  conveyed  ten  de- 
grees more  to  the  fouthward,  many  centuries 
of  years  would  elapfe  before  it  would  bt 
melted. 

To  this  pofitive  afiertion,  however,  may  bt 
oppofed,  the  teftimony  of  many  credible  per- 
fons,  fome  of  whom  have  themfelves  failed  be- 
yond the  8oth  degree  of  north  latitude,  and 
others,  upon  evidence,  whofe  veracity  there  is 
no  reafonable  caufe  to  bring  in  queftion. 

Among  the  latter,  the  teftimony  of  Mr. 
Jofeph  Moxon,  member  of  the  Royal  Society 
of  London,  muft  have  confiderable  weight. 
In  a  paper  which  this  gentleman  caufed  to  be 
printed  in  the  Philofophical  Tranfadions,  is 
this  remarkable  relation. 

"  Being  about  twenty  years  ago  in  Amfter- 
*'  dam,  I  went  into  a  public  houfe  to  drink  a 
**  cup  of  beer  for  my  thirft ;  and  fitting  by 
"  the  public  fire,  among  feveral  people,  there 
*'  happened  a  feaman  to  come  in,  who  feeing  a 
*'  friend  of  his  there,  who  he  knew  went  the 
*'  Greenland  voyage,  wondered  to  fee  him, 
"  becaufe  it  was  not  yet  time  for  the  Green- 
P  *'  land 
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land  fleet  to  come  home,  and  afked  him,' 
what  accident  had  brought  him  home  io 
foon  ?  His  friend  (who  was  the  lleerfman) 
anfwered,  that  their  fhips  went  not  out  to 
fi(h,  but  only  to  take  in  the  lading  of  the 
fleer,  to  bring  it  to  an  early  market.  But, 
faid  he,  before  the  fleet  had  caught  fifh 
enough  to  lade  us,  we,  by  order  of  the 
Greenland  Company,  failed  unto  the  north 
pole,  and  came  back  again.  Whereupon, 
fays  Moxon,  I  entered  into  difcourfe  with 
him,  and  feemed  to  quefl:ion  the  truth  of 
what  he  faid ;  but  he  did  aflTure  me  it  was 
trucj  and  that  the  (hip  was  then  in  Amftcr- 
dam,  and  many  of  the  feamen  belonging  to 
her  ready  to  juftify  the  truth'  of  it ;  and  told 
me,  moreover,  that  they  had  failed  two 
degrees  beyond  the  pole.  I  afked  him, 
if  they  found  no  land  or  iflands  about  the 
pole  ?  He  anfwered,  no  j  there  was  a  free 
and  open  fea.  I  afked  him,  if  they  did  not 
meet  with  a  great  deal  of  ice  ?  He  told  me, 
no  J  they  faw  no  ice  about  the  pole.  I  afked 
him,  what  weather  they  had  there  ?  He  told 
me,  fine  warm  weather,  fuch  as  was  at  Am- 
fterdam  in  the  fummer-time,  and  as  hot.  I 
{houid  have  afl^ed  him  more  quefbions,  but 
that  he  was  engaged  in  difcourfe  with  his 
friend,  and  I  could  not,  in  modefty,  inter- 
rupt them  longer.  But  I  believe  the  fl:eerf- 
man  fpoke  truth  j  for  he  feemed  a  plain,  ho- 

*«  neft. 
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"^^  neft,  and  unafFedlatious  perfon,   and  one  who 
*'  could  have  no  defign  upon  me." 

To  authenticate  this  relation  it  has  been 
obferved,  that  under  the  poles,  the  Tun  in 
June  being  23  degrees  high,  and  having  little 
or  no  deprefiion  towards  the  horizon,  always, 
as  it  were,  fwimming  about  in  the  fame  eleva- 
tion, might  invigorate  that  part  of  the  hemif- 
phere  with  more  heat  than  he  does  our  climate; 
when  he  is,  in  the  winter,  no  more  than  15 
degrees  at  the  higheft,  and  but  eight  hours 
above  the  horizon  •,  in  which  fpace  the  earth  has 
time  to  cool,  and  to  lofe,  in  the  night,  the  in- 
fluences of  h«at  which  it  receives  in  the  day. 

Another  report  upon  like,  evidence  was  made 
to  King  Charles  the  Second,  by  Capt.  Goul- 
den,  who  being  a  Greenland  whaler  himfelf, 
fpoke  with  two  Hollanders  in  the  North  Seas, 
that  had  failed  within  one  degree  of  the  pole,, 
where  they  met  with  no  ice,  but  a  hollow  grown 
fea,  like  that  in  the  Bay  of  Bifcay. 

A  ftill  more  credible  teftimony  is,  that 
about  the  year  1670,  application  being  made 
to  the  States  General  for  a  charter  to  incorpo- 
rate a  company  of  merchants  to  trade  to  Japan 
and  China,  by  a  new  palTage  to  the  north  eaft ; 
the  then  Eaft  India  Company  oppofed  it,  and 
thatfo  effectually,  that  their  High  Mightinefles 
refufed  to  grant  what  the  merchants  requefted. 

At  that  time  it  was  talked  of  in  Holland,  as 

A  matter  of  no  difficulty  to  fail  ta  Japan  by  the 

D  z  way 
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way  of  Greenland  •,  and  it  was  publickly  af- 
ferted  and  belii-ved,-  that  feveral  Dutch  (hips 
had  actually  done  ic.  The  merchants  being  re- 
quired to  verify  this  faft,  defired  that  the  jour- 
nals of  the  Greenland  fquadron  of  1655  might 
be  produced ;  in  feven  of  which  there  was 
notice  taken  of  a  fhip  which  that  year  had 
failed  as  high  as  the  latitude  of  S^  ;  and  three 
journals  of  that  fhip  being  produced,  they  all 
agreed,  as  to  one  obfervation  taken  by  the 
mailer,  Augud  i,  1655,  in  88  degrees  56  mi- 
nutes north. 

But  a  proof  inconteftible,  is  the  teftimony  of 
Captain  Hudfon,  who  failed  in  1607  to  the  la- 
titude of  81  degrees  30  minutes  north,  where 
he  arrived  on  the  i6th  of  July,  the  weather  be- 
ing then  pretty  warm. 

<  Add  to  all  thefe,  that  the  Dutch,  who  were 
employed  in  1670,  in  endeavouring  to  find  a 
north-eaft  paffage,  advanced  within  a  very  few 
degrees  of  that  open  fea,  v/hich  is  now  com- 
nnohly  navigated  by  the  Ruffians,  and  which 
would  infallibly  have  brought  them  to  the  coafts 
of  China  and  Japan,  had  they  perfevered  in  the 
courfe  they  were  purfuing. 

It  does  not  appear,  however,  from  any  au- 
thentic accounts  that  we  can  colle^V,  that  any 
voyage,  profcfledly  for  the  difcovery  of  a  north- 
eaft  paffage,  has  been  undertaken  by  either 
public  or  private  adventurers  in  England,  fince 
thatcf  Capt,  •Wood  in  the  year  1670,  till  the 
I  prcfent 
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prefent  year :  and  it  is  more  than  probable, 
that  if  the  Ruffian  difcoveries  on  the  north  of 
Afia  had  never  taken  place,  the  thoughts  of 
finding  a  pradlicable  paflagc  from  Europe  in 
that  diredion,  would  have  lain  dormant  for 
ever. 

But  the  vaft  and  enterprizing  genius  of  Peter 
the  Great,  in  forcing  his  fubjeds  out  of  that 
obfcurity  in  which  they  had  long  been  involved, 
has  opened  to  the  maritime  powers  new  fources 
of  commerce,  and  furnilhed  frefli  motives  for 
new  enterprizes.  From  a  people  unacquainted 
with  a  veffel  bigger  than  a  bark,  and  who  knew 
no  navigation  but  that  of  their  own  rivers,  that 
wonderful  Prince  not  only  taught  them  the  ufc 
of  Ihips.,  but  inftrucled  them  in  the  true  prin- 
ciples of  building  and  equipping  them.  Nay, 
he  did  more;  for  after  making  himfelf  known 
and  admired  throughout  Europe,  he  conceived 
the  defign  of  opening  a  communication  with 
the  remoteft  parts  of  the  globe,  and  difcoverin^ 
to  the  world  new  countries  \vhich  no  European 
nation  had  ever  yet  explored. 

With  this  defign,  he  planned  one  of  the 
boldeft  enterprizes  that  ever  entered  into  the 
heart  of  man ;  and  though  he  did  not  furvive 
to  fee  it  executed,  the  glory  of  the  atchievement 
is  wholly  his. 

The  country  of  Kamfchatka  was  as  much 
unknown  to  his  predeceflbrs,  as  it  was  to  the 
reft  of  the  civilized  nations  of  the  earth  j  yet 

he 
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he  formed  the  defign  of  making  that  favagc 
country  the  centre  of  the  moft  glorious  at- 
chievements. 

It  was  in  the  lafl  year  of  this  great  Monarch's 
life,  that   he   commiffioned  Capt.   Behring  to 
traverfe   the  wild,  and   then   almoft:   defolate, 
country  of  Siberia,  and  to  continue  his  route 
to  Kamtfchatka,  where  he  was  to  build  one  or 
more  veffels,  in  order  to  difcover  whether  the 
country  towards  the  north,  of  which  at  that 
time  they  had  no  dillintSb  knowledge,  was  a  part 
of  America,  or  not  •,  and  if  it  was,  his  inftruc- 
tions  authorized  him  to  endeavour,  by  every 
poiTibie  means,  to  feek  and  cultivate  the  ac- 
quaintance of  fome  European  people,  and  to 
learn  from  them  the  ftate  of   the  country  at 
which  he  fhould  arrive.     If  he  failed  in  this,  he 
■was  to  make  fuch  difcoverics  as  circumftances 
Ihould  prefent,  and  commit  to  writing  the  re-, 
fult  of  his  obfervations  for  the  ufe  of  his  Im- 
perial mailer. 

To  enter  minutely  into  the  particulars  of 
Capt.  Behring*s  journey  and  voyage,  would  car- 
ry us  beyond  the  limits  prefcribed  for  this  In- 
trodu(5lion :  let  it  fuffice  to  fay,  that  after  fur- 
mounting  incredible  difficulties,  and  fuffering 
hardfhips  which  none  but  a  Ruffian  could  have 
furvived,  he  executed  his  commiffion  fuccefs- 
fuUy,  and  returned  to  Peterfourg  in  fafety,  after 
an  abfence  of  five  years,  in  which  time,  befides 
his  voyage  by  fea,  he  had  travelled,  in  going 

and 
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and  returning,  eighteen  thoufand  miles  by- 
land. 

It  is  from  the  fecond  enterprizes  of  this  aflo- 
nifliing  man,  and  from  the  fubfequent  voyages 
of  the  Ruffians,  that  we  are  able  to  afcertain 
the  exiftence  of  a  north-eall  palTage ;  and  it  is 
from  thence,  and  from  the  late  voyage  of  Cape. 
Phipps,  that,  we  think,  we  may  fairly  infer  the 
pradlicability  of  it. 

It  was  fbme  time  about  the  year  1740,  that 
Capt.  Behring  embarked  on  his  fecond  voyage 
from  Kamtfchatka,  of  which  all  that  we  know 
is,  that  he  failed  fouthward  to  the  ifles  of 
Japan,  and  from  thence  eallward  about  80 
leagues.  At  that  diftance  from  Japan  he  dif- 
covered  land,  which  he  coafted  north- weft,  ftill 
approaching  to  the  north-eaft  cape  of  Af^^i 
which  he  doubled,  and  named  Cape  Shelvg- 
henfki,  not  daring  to  land  till  he  arrived  at  the 
mouth  of  a  great  river,  where,  fending  his 
boats  with  moft  of  his  crew  on  fhorc,  they  never 
more  returned,  being  either  killed  or  detained 
by  the  inhabitants,  which  made  his  difcovery 
incompleat ;  for  not  having  men  fufficient  kft 
to  navigate  the  Ihip,  {he  went  on  fhore  on  an 
uninhabited  ifland,  where  the  Captain  unfortu- 
nately died. 

From  this  voyage,  however,  we  learn  that 
the  fea,  from  the  north-eaft  cape  of  Kamt- 
fchatka, is  open  to  the  ifles  of  Japan,  and  from 
a  fubfequent  account  of  Ruffian  voyages,  pub- 

iiflied 


xxiv     INTRODUCTION. 

iifhed  in  the  Philofophical  Tranfadions,  from  a 
paper  communicated  by  the  celebrated  Euler, 
it  appears,  that  they  pafied  along  in  fmall  vef- 
fels,  coailing  between  Nova  Zembla  and  the 
continent,  at  divers  times  in  the  middle  of 
fummer,  when  thofe  feas  were  open.  The  firft 
expedition  was  from  the  river  Oby,  latitude  66 
decrees  north,  longitude  6§  degrees  eaft  from 
London,  and  at  the  approach  of  winter,  the 
velfels  Iheltered  themfelves  by  going  up  the  Ja- 
niflca,  the  mouth  of  which  is  marked  in  our 
maps  in  latitude  70  degrees  north,  and  in  lon- 
gitude 82  degrees  eaft;  from  whence  the  next 
fummer  they  proceeded  to  the  mouth  of  the 
Lena  in  latitude  72  degrees  north,  and  in  lon- 
gitude 115  degrees,  into  which  they  again  re- 
tired for  the  winter  fcafon.  The  third  expedi- 
tion was  from  the  mouth  of  this  river,  to  the 
fartheft  north  cape  of  Afia,  in  72  degrees  of 
north  latitude,  and  in  172  degrees  of  eaft  lon« 
gitude  from  London.  Thus  the  Ruffians  hav- 
ing pafied  between  the  continent  and  Nova 
Zembla,  and  failed  as  far  as  the  eafternmoft 
north  cape,  and  the  Englifli  and  Dutch  having 
repeatedly  failed  through  the  ftraits  that  divide 
Nova  Zembla  from  the  continent,  nothing  can' 
be  a  plainer  demonftration  of  the  reality  of  a 
norrh-eaft  pafiage,  than  the  fum  of  the  voyages 
here  enumerated,  when  added  together.  The' 
Englilli  and  Dutch  fail  to  Wygatz,  or  the 
flrait  of  Nova  Zembla;  the  Ruffians  fail  from 

Wygatz 
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Wygatz  to  the  north  cape  cf  Aiia;  and  Beh- 
ring  from  the  north  cape  to  Japan.  This  is  an  in- 
controvertible demonftration  ;  yet  it  is  obvious, 
that  this  courie  can  never  be  pradlicable  to  lliips 
employed  in  trade.  The  Ruffians,  by  taking 
the  advantage  of  an  open  lea  and  mild  wea- 
ther, in  three  years  time  accompliflied  but  part 
of  a  voyage,  which,  by  the  Cape  of  Good 
-Hope,  may  be  made  in  lefs  thsn  one.  Who 
therefore  would  run  the  hazard  of  fodefperate 
a  paffage,  for  the  fake  of  reaping  imaginary  ad- 
vantages by  an  intercourfe  with  lavages,  who, 
for  aught  we  know,  have  nothiijg  to  exchano-c 
for  European  commodities,  but  the  fkins  of 
bears,  or  the  bones  of  mcnfters. 

But  tho'  the  pafiage  to  the  northern  countries 
of  the  eafl:  was  known  to  be  imprafticable 
to  European  navigators  in  this  diredion,  it  was 
worthy  the  greatnefs  of  a  maritime  people,  to 
endeavour  to  determine  the  poffibility  of  at- 
taining the  fame  end  by  another  courfe. 

The  mifcarriage  and  death  of  Barentz,  and 
the  fhipwreck  of  Capt.  Wood,  had  left  the 
queftion  undetermined,  whether  the  regions  ad- 
joining to  the  pole  are  land  or  water,  frozen  or 
open  fea.  The  advantages  from  this  difcovery, 
befides  the  glory  refulting  from  it,  had  the  de- 
cifion  terminated  in  favour  of  navigation,  would 
have  been  immenfely  great.  To  have  opened 
a  new  chanel  of  commerce  at  a  time  when  our 
trade  is  languiihing,  would  have  revived  the 
E  drooping 
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drooping  hopes  of  our  manufaflurers,  and  re- 
tained at  home  the  numerous  emigrants,  who, 
for  want  of  employment  in  their  own  country, 
are  feeking  new  habitations,  and  new  means  of 
living  in  remote  fetdements,  of  the  certainty  of 
which  they  have  no  experience. 

It  mufl  be  acknowledged  to  the  lading  ho- 
nour of  the  noble  Lord  who  prefides  at  the 
head  of  the  admiralty  board,  and  who  patro- 
nized the  undertaking,  that  the  means  to  ren- 
der it  fuccefsful,  was  in  every  refped  propor- 
tioned to  the  importance  of  the  difcovery. 

The  vcffels  that   were  made  choice  of  were 
the  propereil   that  could    be  devifed.     Bomb 
ketches  are  in   the  firft  inflance  ftoutly  built, 
and  not  being  over  large,  are  beft  adapted  for 
navigating  feas  that  are  knovv^n  to  abound  with 
Ihoals  and  covered  rocks :  thefe  veffels,  befides 
■"their  natural  ft rength,  were  (heathed  with  plank 
of  feafoned  oak   three   inches  thick,  to  fortify 
them  againft  the  fhocks  and  prefliire  of  the  ice, 
that,  in  their  progrefs,  they  muft  infallibly  en- 
counter.    They  v/ere,  befides,  furniflied  with  a 
double  fet  of  ice  poles,  anchors,  cables,  fails 
and  rigging,  to  provide  againft  the  terrible  ef» 
fedls  of  the  fcvere  and  tempeftuous  weather, 
that  frequently  happens  in  high  latitudes,  even 
in  the  middle  of  the  moft  temperate  feafons. 

Nor  was  his  Lordlhip  lefs  careful  to  provide 
for  the  comfortable  lubfiftance  of  the  men, 
than  for  the  prefcrvation  of  their  lives,  by  his 

wife 
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wife  diredions  in  equipping  their  fhips.  His 
firft  care  was,  to  iffue  orders  for  killing  and 
curing  a  fufficient  quantity  of  beef  and  pork 
in  the  beft  manner  pofTible,  that  their  provifi- 
ons  might  be  good  and  frefh  ;  and  his  next,  to 
caufe  one  hundred  buts  of  porter  to  be  brewed 
with  the  beft  malt  and  hops,  that  they  might 
have  proper  drink  to  fortify  them  againft  the 
rigour  of  the  climate  they  were  about  to  paf?. 
Their  peafe,  oatmeal,  rice  and  moloffus,  were 
all  provided  with  equal  care,  and  when  all 
things  were  in  readinefs,  the  beer  was  flowed 
in  the  holds,  and  the  vacancies  filled  up  with 
coals,  which  ferved  as  ballaft,  that  firing  might 
not  be  wanting  to  warm  and  dry  them  v/hen 
cold,  or  wet  with  labour,  or  with  watching. 
Add  to  this,  that  a  double  quantity  of  fpirits 
were  put  on  board,  with  a  large  proportion  of 
wine,  vinegar,  muftard,  &c.  &c.  and  what,  we 
believe,  wUs  never  before  thought  of  in  the 
fitting  out  of  any  King's  fhips,  a  confiderable 
quantity  of  tea  and  fugar  for  the  fick,  in  cafe 
any  fhould  be  feized  with  that  dreadful  diforder, 
which  rendered  fhip  provifions  loaihfome  to 
Capt.  James's  men,  who  were  conftrained  to 
winter  in  Charlton  Ifland  in  1632.  Thefe  men 
fell  fick  and  had  fore  mouths,  and  could  nei- 
ther eat  beef,  pork,  fiOi,  nor  potage  ;  the  Sur- 
geon was  every  morning  and  evening  obliged  to 
pick  their  teeth,  and  cut  away  the  pieces  of 
rotten  flefh  from  their  gums,  yet  they  could  eat 
E  2  nothing 


xxviii    INTRODUCTION. 

nothing  but  bread  pounded   in   a  mortar,  and 
fried  in  oil,  on  v.'hich  they  fubfifted  for  feveral 
months.     In  cafe  of  .accidents  of  this  kind,  and 
that  teafhould  fail  to  anlwer  the  purpofes  of  nou- 
lilliment,  a  quantity  cf  portable  foup  was  like- 
wiie  provided.     And  to  compleat  the  7/hole,  a 
ilockof  warm  cloathing  was  laid  in,  confifting 
of  fix  fearnought  jackets   for  each  man,  two 
milled  caps,  two  pair  of  fearnought  trov/fers, 
four  pair  of  milled  ftcckings,  and  an  excellent 
pair  of  boots,    with  a  dozen   pair  of   milled 
mitts,  two  cotton  fnirts,  and  two  handkerchiefs. 
Thus  equipped  and  provided,  the  command 
of  the   Race  Horfe   was  given   to   the  Hon. 
Conftantine  Phipps,  as  Commodore,  and  that 
of  the  Carcarfe  to  Capt.  Skiffitigton  Lutwych ; 
the  firft  mounting  eight  fix  pounders  and  four- 
teen fwivels,  burthen  three  hundred   and  fifty 
tons",  the  latter  four  fix  pounders  and  fourteen 
fwivels,  burthen  three  hundred  tons. 

Thus  being  premifeda  let  us  now  proceed  to 
the  Journal  of  the  Voyage. 
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JOURNAL  OF  A  VOYAGE 

TO    DISCOVER    THE 

NORTH    EAST    PASSAGEj 

UNDER  THE  COMMAND  OF 

THE  HON.  COMMODORE  PHIPPS, 

AND 

Capt.  skiffington  lutwych, 

IN      HIS 

Majesty's    Ships   RACE   HORSE  ahH 
CARCASE    BOMBS. 

ALL  things  being  now  in  readinefs,  the  of- 
ficers on  board,  and  the  men  paid  theit 
bounty-money  of  three  pounds  per  man,  ac- 
cording to  his  Majefty's  royal  proclamation,  for 
the  encouragement  of  thofe  who  fhould  volun- 
tarily enter  to  undertake  the  voyage.     On  the 
3d  of  June  1773,  the  Commodore  made  the 
fignal  to  weigh ;  but  previous  to  their  depar- 
ture, the  Carcafe  having  been  judged  too  deep 
to  navigate  thole  heavy  feas  through  which  fhe 
was  to  pals,  the  Captain  obtained  leave  from 
the  board  of  Admiralty  to  re-land   ten  of  her 
compliment  of  men,  and  to  put   afliore  fix  of 
the   eight   fix-pounders   with   which    fhe   was 
equipped,  with  a  quantity  of  provifions,  pro- 
I  portion- 
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portioned  to  the  number  of  men  that  it  had 
been  thought  proper  to  difcharge. 

On  Friday  the  4th  being  off  Shecrnefs,  the 
wind  weft  by  north,  and  a  frefh  breeze,  they 
took  their  departure,  and  continued  their  voyage 
withour  any  material  occurrence  happening  till 
TueWay  the  15th,  when  the  Commodore  made 
the  Ggnal  to  lie  to.  They  were  then  off  Braffey 
Ifland,  and  many  fifhing-boats  from  Shetland 
being  in  fight,  the  men  were  invited  on  board, 
and  fomc  fifh  purchafed  cf  them  at  a  cheap  rate; 

Qi->.  the  17th  they  took  a  new  departure  from 
Shetland,  but  the  day  following  the  fog  thick- 
ened <o  much,  that  it  almoi't  approached  to  to- 
ta?  dafknefs.  During  the  continuance  of  the 
fop;  the  Commodore  kept  firing  guns  and  beat- 
ing Grums,  to  prevent  the  Carcafe  from  lofing 
company  As  it  was  impoffible  that  one  could 
fee  the  other  at  a  Ihip's  length,  it  was  found  the 
niore  neceffary  to  repeat  and  return  the  firing, 
left  they  ftiould  run  foul  of  each  other  before 
they  could  be  apprized  of  their  danger.  About 
five  in  the  morning  the  mift  cleared  up,  and 
about  nine  the  Commodore  being  in  fight,  made 
the  fignal  to  the  Carcafe  to  fteer  north- eaft. 
They  were  then  in  latitude  60  degrees  52  mi- 
nutes north  by  obfervation  ;  the  north  end  of 
Shetland  Ifland  bearing  north  by  weft  one  half 
weft,    feven  or  eight  leagues. 

On  the  17th  they  obferved  a  fail  to  the  north- 
caft,  which  the  Commodore  brought  to,  and 
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fpoke  with.  The  breeze  frefh,  the  weather 
hazy,  and  the  wind  variable,  the  Carcafe  cari  i- 
ed  away  her  main-top-maft  ftudding  fail  yardj 
which,  however,  was  very  foon  llipplied.  La- 
titude this  day  by  obiervation  62  degrees  53  mi- 
nutes north. 

Friday  the  i8th,  being  in  the  latitude  of  6y 
degrees  9  minutes  north,  the  cloathing  allowed 
by  the  Government,  of  which  notice  has  alrea- 
dy been  taken  in  the  Introduftion,  was  deliver- 
ed out,  and  officers  as  well  as  men  received  their 
full  proportion.  This  day  the  weather  conti- 
nued as  before. 

Saturday  the  ipththe  weather  varied  to  every 
point  of  the  compafs,  the  Commodore  brought 
to,  and  fpoke  with  the  Carcale.  Made  fail 
about  three  in  the  morning,  and  at  nine  a  large 
fwell.  Tacked  and  flood  to  the  eaftward.  La- 
titude 66  degrees  i  minute  north;  longicude 
from  London  33  minutes  weft. 

Sunday  the  20th  they  purfued  their  courfe  to 
the  eaftward,  with  the  wind  north-weft,  but 
variable;  high  breezes  and  clear  air.  They 
were  now  within  the  Polar  circle,  and  at  mid- 
night had  an  obfervation  of  the  fun,  and  found 
their  latitude  66  degrees  52  minutes  north. 
Sounded  on  board  the  Commodore  with  a  lead 
of  one  hundred  weight,  and  a  line  of  ievcn. 
hundred  and  eighty  fathom,  to  which  was  faf- 
tened  a  thermometer  of  Lord  George  Caven- 
dilli's  conftrudion.     They  found  no   bottom, 

but 
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but  the  water  was  eleven  degrees  colder  at  that 
depth  than  on  the  I'urface.  The  Carcafe  founded 
with  four  hundred  and  fifty  fathoms  only. 

Monday  21,  light  breezes  and  cloudy  v^ea- 
ther.  They  obferved  a  whale  on  the  north-eaft 
quarter,  the  firft  they  had  yet  feen  in  the  north 
feas.  The  weather"  now  began  to  fet  in  fevere  ; 
the  nights  cold  and  the  days  cloudy.  The 
Commodore  obferving  a  whaling  fnow  with 
Hamborough  colours  flying,  fired  a  (liot,  and 
brought  her  to.  She  happened  to  be  homeward 
bound  with  feals,  and  Mr,  Wyndham,  a  gen- 
tleman of  fortune,  who  had  embarked  on  board 
the  Commodore,  with  a  view  to  profecute  the 
voyage,  finding  nothing  but  foul  weather  and 
heavy  feas,  to  gratify  his  .curiofity,  and  being 
withal  unable  to  endure  the  fea  ficknefs,  took 
pafiage  on  board  the  Hamburgher,  in  order  to 
return  home  ;  ancj'  having  taken  leave  of  his 
friends,  by  v/ifiiing  them  a  happy  voyage,  the 
Snow's  boat  tooic  him  on  board,  about  feven  in 
the  morning,  and  at  eight  the  Coir^modore  and 
Carcafe  purfued  their  voyage. 

Tuefday  22,  the  articles  of  war  were  read 
on  board  the  Carcafe.  The  weatJier  began  to 
be  piercing  cold  -,  they  had  reached  the  70th 
degree  of  north  latitude,  in  a  courfe  nearly 
north,  being  only  14  minutes  to  the  eafiward 
of  l^ondon  ;  and  from  their  leaving  Shetland 
to  this  day,  they  had  feen  nothing  remarkable  j 
nor  hud   any   accident  befallen  either  of  the 

Ihips 


■iiiriiiiiiil         uiiiririiiir rirniimiii       —It 

Neant  Gil 


1 32  ] 

but  the  water  was  eleven  degrees  colder  at  that 
depth  than  on  the  Turface.  The  Carcafe  founded 
with  four  hundred  and  fifty  fathoms  only. 

Monday  21,  light  breezes  and  cloudy  v^ea- 
ther.  They  obferved  a  whale  on  the  north-eaft 
quarter,  the  firft  they  had  yet  feen  in  the  north 
feas.  The  weather' now  began  to  fet  in  fevere ; 
the  nights  cold  and  the  days  cloudy.  The 
Commodore  obferving  a  whaling  fnow  with 
Hamborough  colours  flying,  fired  a  (liot,  and 
brought  her  to.  She  happened  to  be  homeward 
bound  with  feals,  and  Mr.  Wyndham,  a  gea- 
tleman  of  fortune,  who  had  embarked  on  board 
the  Commodore,  with  a  view  to  profecute  the 
voyage,  finding  nothing  but  foul  weather  and 
heavy  feas,  to  gratify  his  .curiofity,  and  being 
withal  unable  to  endure  the  fea  ficknefs,  took 
paffage  on  board  the  Hamburgher,  in  order  to 
return  home  •,  and"  iiavinj^  taken  leave  of  his 
friends,  by  wifiiing  them  a  happy  voyage,  the 
Snow's  boat  took  him  on  board,  about  itven  in 
the  morning,  and  at  eight  the  Co:r:modore  and 
Carcafe  purKied  their  voyage. 

Tuefday  22,  the  articles  of  war  were  read 
on  board  the  Carcafe.  The  v.'eather  began  to 
be  piercing  cold-,  they. had  reached  the  70th 
degree  of  north  latitude,  in  a  courfe  nearly 
north,  being  only  14  minutes  to  the  eufiward 
of  London  ;  and  from  their  leaving  Shetland 
to  this  day,  they  had  icen  nothing  remarkable ; 
nor  had   any   accident  befallen  either  of  the 
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(hips  worth  relating,  except  that  of  now  and 
then  fnapping  a  rope,  or  breaking  a  yard  ;  inci- 
dents cafily  repaired.  This  day  it  poured  with 
rain;  the  air  was  thick,  and  the  rain  froze  as  it 
fell.  Saw  a  large  (hip  to  the  north-weft,  Hand- 
ing fouthward,  but  wanting  no  information  that 
Ihe  could  give,  they  purfucd  their  voyage  with- 
out fpeaking  to  her. 

Wednefday  23,  the  rain  continued ;  the 
weather  hazy  •,  heard  three  guns  fire  at  a  dif- 
tance,  but  faw  no  (hip  or  other  objedb.  The 
whales  are  here  in  no  great  plenty,  and  few 
(hips  appear  in  the  open  fea  in  purfuit  of  them. 
Tliey  generally  at  this  feafon  frequent  the  bays 
and  creeks  near  the  (hore,  and  only  break 
away  when  they  are  purfued  or  wounded. 

OnThurfday  the  24th,  the  Commodore  chang- 
ed his  courfe  to  caft  north-eaft ;  and  on  the 
25th  they  were  in  latitude  74  degrees  7  minutes 
north,  and  in  8  degrees  32  minutes  ead  longi- 
tude from  London.  Served  out  to  the  (hip's 
company  plenty  of  muftard,  pepper,  vinegar, 
&c.  The  weather  extremely  cold  and  variable. 
At  eight  in  the  evening  thick  fog  j  at  two  in 
the  morning  frefh  breezes ;  at  eight  clear  wea- 
ther ;  at  eleven  fqually ;  and  at  noon  calm, 
with  fleet  and  fnovv. 

On  Saturday  the  26th,  at  midnight,  they  had 

an  obfervation,  and  found  themfelves  in  latitude 

74  degrees    17  minutes   north;    fre(h  gales^ 
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lometimes  rain,  fleet,  and,fnow,  at   feven  m 
the  morning  clear  weather  and  an  open  Tea. 

Sunday  27,  light  airs  from  the  fouthward, 
and  cloudy  weather;  much  warmer  than  the 
preceding  day.  It  is  remarkable,  that-  the  vl- 
cifiitudes  of  heat  and  cold  are  more  frequent 
here  than  in  the  more  foutherly  latitudes.  I 
often  changes  from  temperate  to  extreme  cold'j- 
and  that  fuddenly. 

It  Oiould  feem  likewife,  that  the  ice  frequent- 
ly changes  its  place  in  this  latitude ;  or  that  it  is 
more  folid  near  land  than  in  the  open  fea  i  for,  on 
the  23d  of  June  1676,  Capt.  Wood,  being  more 
to  the  eaflward,  fell  in  with  ice  right  a-head, 
jiot  more  than  a  league  diftant.  He  fleered 
along  it,  thinking  it  had  openings,  but  found 
them  to  be  bays.  He  founded,  and  found 
ground  at  one  hundred  and  fifty-eight  fathom., 
foft  green  oar.  In  fome  places  he  found  pieces 
of  ice  driving  off  a  mile  from  the  main  body  isi 
ftrangc  (hapes,  refembling  fhips,  trees,  build- 
ings, beafts,  fifties,  and  even  men.  The  main 
body  of  ice  being  low  and  craggy,  he  could 
fee  hills  of  a  blue  colour  at  a  diftance,  and 
valleys  that  were  white  as  fnow.  In  fome  places 
he  obferved  drift  wood  among  the  ice.  Some 
of  the  ice  he  melted,  and  found  it  frefh  and 
good.  This  navigator  never  could  advance  far- 
ther to  the  north ;  but  in  feeking  to  penetrate 
the  ice  was  fhip -wrecked,  as  has  been  already 
related  in  the  Introdudioa.  He  therefore  judged 

the 
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the  ice  impenetrahie,  and  that  land  or  ice  ilir- 
lounded  the  pole.  Our  navigators  found  alio 
much  wood  in  this  latitude  floating  about  the 
Ihips,  and  law  great  flocks  of  birds.  >    ' 

Monday  28,  the  weather  altered  ;  the  wind 
weft.  Frefli  breezes,  with  rain  and  fleet.  Lat- 
ter part  thick  fog. 

Tuefday  29,  being  in  latitude  78  degrees 
north,  and  in  longitude  6  degrees  29  minutes 
caft  from  London,  came  in  fight  of  land,  when 
the  fliips  brought  to,  and  the  Captains  held  a 
confultation  concerning  their  future  courfe. 
The  appearance  of  the  land  lay  from  eaft  fouth- 
eaft  to  north-eaft;  and  this  day  they  fpoke 
with  the  Marquis  of  Rockingham,  Greenland- 
man,  who,  by  their  reckoning,  were  then  in 
latitude  "jc^  degrees  40  minutes  north,  though 
by  that  of  the  Commodore,  their  latitude  was 
only  78  degrees  3  minutes.  This  difference,  it 
it  probabk,  arifes  from  not  making  the  proper 
allowance  for  refradlion  in  this  high  latitude. 
The  Greenlandman  prefented  each  of  the  Com- 
manders with  a  deer  and  a  half,  which  they 
found  well-flavoured  venifon,  though  not  over 
fat.  He  likewife  informed,  that  he  had  juft 
come  from  the  ice,  and  that  the  day  before, 
three  whalers  had  been  crufliedto  pieces  by- its 
clofing  upon  them  fuddenly. 

Wednefday  30,  purfued  their  courfe.  Clou- 
dy weather.  Half  paft  four  in  the  morning 
founded,  one  hundred  and  twelve  fathoms  fofc 
F  2  blue 
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blue  mud.  At  this  time  Black  Point,  fo  called 
from  its  dark  appearance,  bore  north-eafl:  by  eaft 
three  quarters  eaft,  at  the  diftance  of  feven  or 
eight  leagues.  At  half  paft  feven,  in  the; 
morning,  fawtwofailin  the  north- weft  quarter. 
At  half  paft  twelve  tacked  and  ftood  to  the 
eaft.  Sounded,  and  found  ground  at  one  hun- 
dred and  fifteen  fathom.  •        . 

Thurfday  July  i,  light  breezes  and  clear 
weather  at  midnight  :  the  fun  as  bright  as  at 
noon  day.  Black  Point  eaft  one  half  fouth^. 
diftant  feven  leagues.  At  three  in  the  morn- 
ing made  Charles's  Ifland,  and  at  nine  faw  a- 
fail  to  the  weftward  whaleing ;  they  were  then 
in  latitude  78  degrees  18  minutes  north,  by  ol>» 
fervation.  Sounded,  and  found  the  fame  depth, 
^s  before. 

Friday  2,  light  airs  and  moderate  weather. 
Lay  to  and  took  the  altitude  of  a  mountain,> 
which  they  named  Mount  Parnaffus ;  found  it^ 
ftom  the  level  of  the  fea  to  be  three  thoufand 
nine  hundred  and  fixty  feet  high,  covered  with 
Inow,  and  at  a  diftance  refembling  an  ancient 
building,  y/iih  fomething  like  a  turret  a- top. 
The  foot  of  this  mountain^  with  the  hilis  ad^ 
joining,  have  fometimesa  very  fiery  appear-r 
ance,  and  the  ice  and  (how  on  their  fides  refem- 
bling trees  and  ftirubs,  gliffen  with  a  brilliancjp 
that  exceed  the  fplendor  of  the  brighteft  gems. 
"Wheo  this  fciappeftSj,  a  yioknt  ftoi:m  generally 
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fucceeds.     Here  they  fhot  fome  fea  fowl,  but 
of  an  oily  tafte. 

Saturday  3,  proved  a  perfeft  calm.     They 
fpoke  with  a  Hollander,  who  foretold,  that  a 
degree  or  two  farther  north  was    the  utmoft 
extent  of  their  progrefs  this  feafon.     Having 
doubled  Cape  Cold,  they  anchored  in  fifteen 
fathom  water,  about  three  miles  from  the  land, 
^nd  fent  the  boats  alhore  for  water,  which  they 
found  in   abundance,  pouring   down  in   little 
ftreams  from  the  rocks.     At  five  in  the  after- 
noon, by  the  mean  of  four  azimuths,  the  varia- 
tion was  found  to  be   18   degrees  36  minutes 
weft.     Sounded,  and  found  only  fixty-five  fa- 
thoms,  foft   brown  mud.      Mount   Parnaflus 
eaft-north-eaft  three  or  four  leagues. — -Among 
other  reafons  which  Capt.  Wood  gave  for  wifii- 
ing  to  be  employed  on  the  difcovery  of  the 
north-eaft  paflage,  one  was,  that  he  might  have 
an  opportunity  of  approaching  the  pole,  in  or- 
der to  fettle  an  hypothefis,  which  he  had  long 
framed,  whereby  the  inclination  of  the  magne* 
tical  needle  under  the  horizon,  in  all  latitudes 
and  in  all  longitudes,  with  the  variation  of  the 
compafs,  might  be  exa6lly  determined.  This  na* 
vigator  imagined  two  magnetical  poles  toexift  ; 
and  that,  by  approaching  the  one,  he  fhould 
be  able  to  determine  the  adion  of  the  other. 
It  does  not  appear,  that  he  ever  explained  his 
hypothefis  ♦,  and  there  never  has  been  but  one 
R)an,    whofe  n^me   was  Williams,   fince   his 
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dme,  who  pretended  to  know  any  thing  of  the 
matter. 

Saturdays,  light  breezes  and  hazey  weather; 
Sounded,  and  only  twenty  tathocns  deep  ;  rocky 
ground.  Hacluit's  Headland,  or  the  nor- 
thermoft  point  of  Spitfbergen,  bearing  north 
by  eait  feven  leagues.  Many  whalers  in  fight. 
Latitude  by  obfcrvation  79  degrees  34  minutes 
north,  longitude  from  London  8  degrees  10 
minutes  ealf .     Thermometer  forty-feven. 

Monday  5,  at  two  in  the  afternoon  founded, 
and  only  fifteen  fathom  water ;  rocky  ground. 
Thick  fog.  The  Race  Horfe  fired  guns  as  fig- 
fials  to  keep  company,  which  were  anfwered  by 
the  Garcafe.  A  dreadful  crackling  was  heard 
at  a  dilVance,  which  proved  the  dafliing  and 
grinding  of  the  loofe  pieces  of  ice  againft  each 
other,  which  is  heard  at  many  leagues  dif- 
tance.  Hacluit's  Headland  fouth-eaft  by  fouth, 
diftance  fix  or  feven  leagues. 

Tuefday  6,  proved  very  foggy  •,  the  breezes 
flight,  and  iflands  of  ice  beginning  to  appear. 
At  three  in  the  afternoon  the  Commodore 
hauled  up  from  a  large  body  of  packed  ice, 
and  the  fog  thickening,  both  Ihips  kept  firing 
volleys  of  fmall  arms,  to  prevent  their  lofing 
company.  At  half  paft  ten  in  the  evening,  the 
extremes  of  the  ice  flretching  from  north-weft 
to  eaft-north-eaft-,  the  Commodore  bore  away  5 
and  at  half  paft  twelve  loft  fight  of  it.  At 
half  paft  one  in  the  morning  heard  a  violent 
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furf  to  the  fouth-eaft.  At  two  tacked  and  ftood 
to  the  weftward.  At  hatf  pail  five  the  fog  ga- 
thering, they  began  firing  volleys  of  fmall 
arms.  At  fix  faw  the  ice  flretching  from  eaft 
by  fouth,  to  north  by  eaft  •,  and  at  feven  was 
within  fight  of  land.  At  ten  Cloven  Cliff 
ftood  eaft-fouth  eafl,  diftant  about  five  or  fix 
leagues. 

Wednefday  the  7th,  the  weather  cloudy. 
They  found  themfelves  befet  among  the  loofe 
ice,  which  increafing  continually,  gave  them 
incredible  trouble.  Obferving  that  it  thickened 
to  the  eaftward,  they  hauled  up,  and  ftood  to 
the  weftward ;  but  in  tacking,  they  were  in 
danger  of  running  foul.  It  was  with  difficulty 
tthey  could  keep  any  courfe,  for  the  drifts  of 
ice  came  fo  thick,  as  to  whirl  the  Ihips  about,  as 
if  in  a  whirl-pool, 

Thurl'day  8,  the  weather  ftill  remaining  clou- 
dy, and  the  wind  variable,  both  ihips  ftill  were 
entangled  in  the  ice ;  and  the  Carcafe  being 
driven  to  leeward,  hoifted  out  her  long-boat  to 
tow  up  with  the  Commodore.  But  the  ice 
clofing  very  faft,  it  was  impofTible  for  the  boats 
to  live.  Orders  were  then  given  to  tack  and 
ftand  to  the  fouthward  j  but  the  ihips  not  being 
able  to  m.ake  head  againft  the  accumulation  of 
ice  that  continually  gathered  round  them,  were 
under  a  neceifity  of  applying  to  their  ice-an- 
chors and  poles,  in  order  to  warp  through  it. 
At  half  paft  eight  in  the  evening,  the  ice  be» 
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ginning  to  open,  they  again  hoifted  out  theif 
boats,  and  with  difficulty  towed  the  fhips  round 
a  cape  of  ice  projeding  from  the  main  body^ 
and  at  laft  got  clear.  At  ten  the  boats  were 
hoifted  on  board.  In  extri(;ating  themfelves 
from  this  dangerous  fituation,  the  Race  Horfe 
had  her  bell  bower-anchor  fnapt  in  the  fhank, 
clofe  to  the  ftocl^,  and  the  Carcafe  loft  her  ftar- 
board  bumpkin  and  head-rails.      ' 

It  frequently  happens,  that  (hips  befet  among 
the  ice  in  the  manner  above  related,  perifh 
by  being  dalhed  to  pieces  againft  the  folid  fields 
of  ice,  or  crufhed  by  the  broken  pieces  crowd- 
ing upon  one  another,  and  rifmg  fo  faft  about 
the  (hip,  as  to  exceed  the  height  of  her  fides, 
and  then  there  is  no  efcaping.  They  were  told 
by  fome  experienced  feamen,  that  the  ice  riles 
out  of  the  fea  as  high fomctimes  as  mountains} 
and  that  feveral  of  thefe  mountains,  by  ftrik- 
ing  together  and  coalefcing,  form  thefe  iflands 
of  ice  that  are  frequently  feen  in  the  lower  lati- 
tudes, driving  up  and  down  the  fea  as  the  wind 
and  tides  dired  them. 

The  greateft  danger  to  be  apprehended,  is, 
however,  from  the  loofe  ice ;  for  the  whalers 
often  moor  their  Ihips  to  the  folid  fields  of  ice^ 
that  at  certain  feafons  feem  to  reft  upon  the 
earth,  and  appear  fixed  to  it,  and  there  find 
the  beft  fifhing.  In  fuch  fituations  it  often 
happens,  that  little  or  no  loofe  ice  is  to  be 
fcen  -,  yet  prefently  upon  a  change  of  wind,  or 
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the  blowing  of  a  florm,  it  Ihall  pour  in  upon 
them  fo  fuddenly,  that  they  fonietimcs  periili  in 
it.  It  is  not  poflible  to  account  for  the  afto- 
nifhing  quantity  that  will  gather  in  this  manner 
in  lefs  than  an  hour's  time. 

Though  it  feem.s  to  be  agreed,  that  many  of 
the  largeft  fields  of  ice  are  frozen  to  the  depth 
of  the  fea  in  which  they  are  found,  and  thac 
they  are  bedded  on  the  folid  earth,  yet  it  is 
equally  certain,  that  they  are  often  rent  afun- 
der  by  the  raging  billows ;  and  that  in  break- 
ing, they  produce  the  moft  terrifying  noife  in 
nature  ;  nay,  it  is  afferted,  that  the  clafliing 
of  the  pieces  of  loofe  ice  again  ft  each  other, 
on  any  extraordinary  agitation  of  the  waves, 
is  attended  with  a  roaring  fo  loud,  that  a  man 
who  is  near  it  can  hardly  hear  the  found  of  his 
own  voice. 

Friday  the  9th,  they  hauled  up  to  the  wefl- 
ward,  and  loft  fight  one  of  the  other ;  but 
about  nine  next  morning  they  came  in  fight, 
and  joined  company.  The  weather  being  now 
piercing  cold,  the  people  had  ai?  additional 
quantity  of  porter  and  brandy  delivered  to 
them  ;  two  quarts  of  porter  and  a  pint  of  bran- 
dy being  now  every  man's  daily  allowance. 

Saturday  July  the  10th,  the  breeze  frefh,  and 
the  weather  cloudy.  They  failed  between  nuni- 
berlefs  pieces  of  ice,  among  which  they  fav/  fe- 
veral  whales,  but  none  of  the  whalers  in  pur- 
suit of  them.  The  ice  nov/  becoming  folid  and 
G  com- 
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Gompaft,  they  found  it  impradicable  to  contr-^ 
nue  their  courfe.  And  the  difcovery  of  a  paf- 
fage  to  the  pole  in  that  diredlion  (upon  holding 
a  confultation  j  appearing  imprafticable  to  every 
officer  on  board  of  both  Ibips,  the  Commo- 
dore, at  feven  in  the  evening,  hauled  clofe  to 
the  wind  ;  and  the  Carcafe,  as  fcon  as  Ihe  could 
extricate  herlelf,  followed  his  example.  The 
weather  co-ntinuing  foggy,  with  rain  and  fnow, 
the  failors  were  almoft  worn  out  with  turning 
and  winding ;  and  although  they  ufed  the  ut- 
mofl  precaution  in  working  through  the  nar- 
rows, yet  they  could  not  always  avoid  llriking 
againft  the  mountains  that  every  where  fur- 
rounded  them.  During  this  night's  work,  they 
fleered  a  hundred  different  courfes,  to  follow 
the  channels. 

Sunday  ii,  having  worked  out  of  the  ice, 
they  failed  along  the  main  body,  which  ap- 
peared perfedly  folid  and  compact,  without 
any  paffage  or  inlet.  This  immenfe  mafs  of 
ice  extended  north-cafl,  as  far  as  they  could  fee 
from  the  malt- head  ;  and,  no  doubt,  might  be 
a  continuation  of  that  in  which  they  were  engag- 
ed a  few  days  before.  The  fea  was  now  to- 
lerably clear,  for  they  met  with  no  more  fields^ 
and  only  a  few  detached  iflands.  At  half  paft 
one  in  the  morning  they  faw  the  land  from 
fouth  by  weft,  to  fouth-fouth-eaft.  At  three 
in  the  morning  they  tacked ;  Cloven  Cliff 
bearing  fouth- fouth- call  fix  miles.     At  fevea 
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tacked  again.     At  eight  the  Commodone  bore 
away,  and  the  Carcafe  flood  after  him.     Cloven 
Cliff  fouth  one  half  weft,  two  or  three  leagues, 
latitude  79  degrees  56  minutes  north. 

Monday  i?,  at  eight  in  the  evening  Cloven 
Cliff  bearing  weft-fouth  weft  four  or  five  miles, 
they  founded   in    fifteen   fathoms    water,    and 
found  a  rocky   bottom.     Saw  feveral  Englidi 
and  Dutch  Greenianders  at  anchor  in  the  Nor- 
ways  :  That  being  their  rendezvous  to  the  nortli- 
ward,    they   never    chufe  to  proceed  farther. 
Here  they  found  the  current  fetting  fo  faft  to 
eaftward,  that  they  were  forced  to  come  to  an 
anchor  to  keep  from  drifting  on  the  ice  ;  the 
fwell  from  weftward  being  fo  great,  that  had  that 
happened,  it  would  of  confequence  have  ftaved 
the  ftiips.   At  five  in  the  morning  a  breeze  from 
north-north-eaft  fpringing   up,  they    weighed, 
and  made  fail.     At  eight  Hacluit's  Headland 
weft-fouth-weft    one   half   weft,    fix   or  feven 
leagues,  at  noon  latitude  80  degr&es  2  minutes 
north. 

Tuefday  13,  the  weather  being  clear  and 
calm,  and  a  ftrong  eafterly  current  fetting  in, 
at  eight  in  the  evening  they  came  to  with  their 
ftream  anchors  and  haufers  in  forty  fathoms 
water  -,  but  at  nine  a  breeze  fpringing  up  from 
the  eaftward,  they  weighed,  and  next  day  came 
to  an  anchor  in  Smearins-burgh  Harbour.  Clo- 
yen  Cliff  eaft  one  half  fouth  one  mile.  Weft 
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point  of  Voogle  land  north- north-weft  one  half 
weft,  diftant  one  mile  and  a  half ;  foundings  fif- 
teen fathom  fandy  bottom. 

Here  they  remained  between  five  and  fix 
days  to  take  in  frefli  water,  during  which  time 
our  journalift  was  employed  in  furveying  the 
country,  which  to  a  ftranger  had  a  very  avvful 
and  romantic  appearance. 

The  country  is  ftoney,  and  as  far  as  can  be 
feen  full  of  mountains,  precipices  and  rocks^ 
Between  thefe  are  hills  of  ice,  generated,  as  it 
fnould  feem,  by  the  torrents  that  flow  from  the 
melting  of  the  fnow  on  the  fides  of  thofe  tower- 
ing elevations,  which  being  once  congealed, 
SIC  continually  increafed  by  the  fnow  in  winter, 
and  the  rain  in  fummer,  which  often  freezes  as 
loon  a$  it  falls.  By  looking  on  thefe  hills,  a 
ftranger  may  fancy  a  ihoufand  different  ftiapes 
of  trees,  caftles,  churches,  ruins,  fnips,  whales, 
monfters,  and  all  the  various  forms  that  fill  the 
univerfe,  Of  the  ice-hills  there  arefeven,  that 
more  particularly  attra6t  the  notice  of  a  ftranger, 
Thefe  are  known  by  the  name  of  the  feven  ice- 
burgs,  and  are  thought  to  be  the  higheft  of  the 
kind  in  that  country.  When  the  air  is  clear,  and 
the  fun  Paines  full  upon  thefe  mountains,  the 
profpe£l  is  inconceivably  brilliant.  They  fome- 
times  put  on  the  bright  glow  of  the  evening  rays 
of  the  fetting  fun,  when  reHedtedupon  giafs,  at  his 
going  down  ;  forat  limes  tliey  appear  of  a  brigho 
blue,  like  fapphire,  and  fometimes  like  the  va- 
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riable  colours  of  a  prifm,  exceeding  in  luflre 
the  richell'  genns  in  the  world,  difpofed  in  fliapcs 
wonderful  to  behold,  all  glittering  with  a  luftre 
that  dazzles  the  eye,  and  tills  the  air  with  afto^ 
nifhing  brightnefs. 

Smearingburgh  harbour,  where  they  landed, 
was  firfl:  dilcovered  by  the  Dutch.  Here  they 
eredled  flieds  and  conveniences  for  boiling  the 
oil  from  the  fat  of  the  whales,  inftead  of  bar- 
relling it  up  to  be  boiled  at  home.  Here  alfo, 
allured  by  the  hope  of  gain,  they  built  a  vil- 
lage, and  endeavoured  to  fix  a  colony  :  but  the 
firft  fettlers  all  periQied  in  the  enfuing  winter. 
The  remains  of  the  village  may  be  traced  to 
this  day,  and  their  ftoves,  kettles,  kardels, 
troughs,  ovens,  and  other  implements,  remained 
in  the  Ihape  of  folid  ice  long  after  the  utenfils 
themfelves  were  decayed.  Our  voyagers  were 
told,  that  the  RulTians  have  lately  attempted 
the  fame  thing,  and  that  ten  out  of  fifteen  pe- 
riflied  lail  winter  in  this  fecond  attempt, 

^Where  every  objefl  is  new,  it  is  not  eafy  for 
a  flranger  to  fix  which  firfl  to  admire.  The 
rocks  are  flriking  obje6ls  :  before  a  ftorm  they 
exhibit  a  fiery  appearance,  and  the  fun  looks 
pale  upon  them,  the  fnow  giving  the  air  a  bright 
refledion.  Their  fummits  are  almoft  always 
involved  in  clouds,  fo  that  it  is  but  jull  pof- 
fible  to  fee  the  tops  of  them.  Some  of  thefe 
rocks  are  but  one  ftone  from  bottom  to  top, 
appearing  like  an  old  decayed  ruin.     Others 
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con  fid  of  huge  mafies,  veined  differently,  like 
marble,  with  red,  white,  and  yellow,  and  pro- 
bably, were   they  to  be  fawed   and  polifhed, 
would  equal,  if  not  excel,  the  fined  Egyptian 
marble  we  now  fo  much  admire.     Perhaps  the 
diftance  and  danger  of  carrying  large  blocks  of 
fcones,  may  be  thereafon  that  no  trials  have  been 
made  to  manufafture  them.     On  the  foutherly 
and  wefterly  fides  of  thefe  rocks  grow  all  the 
plants,  herbs,  and  modes  peculiar  to  this  coun- 
try, on   the  northerly   and  eaderly  fides  the 
wind  drikes  fo  cold  when  it  blows  from  thefe 
quarters,  that  it  peridies  every  kind  of  vege- 
table.    Thefe  plants  grow  to  perfection  in  a 
very  fliort  time.     Till  the  middle  of  May  the 
whole  country  is  locked  up  in  ice ;  about  the 
beginning  of  July   the  plants  are   in    flower, 
and  about  the  latter  end  of  the  fame  month, 
or  beginning  of  Augud,  they  have  perfedted 
their  feed.     The  earth  owes  its  fertility,  in  a. 
great  meafure,  to  the  dung  of  birds,  who  build 
and  breed  their  young  here  in  the  fummer,  and 
in  the  winter  repair  to  more  favourable  climates. 
The  plants  that  are  mod  common  in  Spitf- 
bergen  are  fcurvy-grafs  and  crows-foot ;  there 
are  befides  fmall  houfe-leak,  and  a  plant  with 
aloe- leaves ;    an    herb  like   done-crop  j    fome 
fmall    fnake-weed  ;    moufe-ear ;    wood-draw- 
bery ;  periwinkle  ;  and  a  herb  peculiar  to  the 
country  which  they  call  the  rock- plant.     The 
leaves    of   this  plant    are     in    fliape  like    a 
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man*s  tongue,  above  fix  feet  long,  of  a  dull 
yellow  colour.  The  ftalk  is  round  and  fmootli, 
and  of  the  fame  colour  with  the  leaf;  it  rifes 
tapering,  and  fmells  like  mufcles.  It  is  an 
aquatic,  and  rifes  in  height  in  proportion  to  the 
depth  of  water  in  which  it  is  found.  There 
are  other  plants  and  herbs,  but  thefe  are  the 
chief.  Of  flowers,  the  white  poppy  feems  the 
principal. 

The  rocks  and  precipices  are  full  of  fiflures 
and  clefts,  which  afford  convenient  harbour 
for  birds  to  lay  their  eggs,  and  breed  their 
young  in  fafety.  Moft  of  thefe  birds  are  wa- 
ter-fowl, and  feek  their  food  in  the  fea.  Some, 
indeed,  are  birds  of  prey  ;  and  purfue  and  kill 
others  for  their  own  fuftenance,  but  thefe  are 
rare.  The  water-fowl  eat  ftrong  and  fifhy,  and 
their  fat  is  not  to  be  endured.  They  are  fo 
numerous  about  the  rocks,  as  fometimes  to 
darken  the  air  when  they  rife  in  flocks ;  and  they 
fcream  fo  horribly,  that  the  rocks  ring  with  thsir 
noife. 

There  are  a  fev/  fmall  birds  like  our  fnipes, 
and  a  kind  of  fnow-bird,  but  different  from 
that  found  about  Hudfon's  bay.  The  gentle- 
men fhot  fome  of  the  water-fowl,  but  they 
were  ftrong  and  ill-tafted. 

The  ice- bird  is  a  very  beautiful  little  bird, 
but  very  rare.  He  is  in  fize  and  fhape  like  a 
turtle-dove,  but  his  plumage,  when  the  fun 
Ibines  upon  him,  is  of  a  bright  yellow,  like 
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the  golden  ring  in  the  peacock's  tall,  and  al- 
moft  dazzles  the  eye  to  look  upon  it. 

The  other  inhabitants  of  this  forlorn  coun"* 
try  are  white  bears,    deer,   and  foxes.     How 
thefe  creatures  can  fubfift  in  the  winter,  when 
the  whole  earth  is  covered  with  fnow,  and  the 
fca  locked  up  in  ice,  is  hardly  to  be  conceived. 
It  has  been  faid,  indeed,  that  when  the  oceari 
is  all  frozen  over,  and  no  fuftenance  to  be  pro- 
cured in  this  country,  they  travel  fouiherly  to 
the  warmer  climates,   where  food  proper   for 
them  abounds  in  the  immcnfe  forefts  of  the 
northern   continent.       But  whoever  confiders 
the  vaft  diftance  between  Spitfoergen  and  the 
neareft  parts  of  the  northern  continent,  will  be 
as  much  at  a  lofs  to  account  for  the  fubfiftence 
ot  thefe  creatures  in  their  journey,  as  in  the  de- 
ioiate  region  where  they  undoubtedly  remain. 
The  bear  is  by  far  the  bcil  accommodated  t» 
the  clim.ate  of  which  hs  is  an  inhabitant.     He 
is  equally  at  home   on  land  and  water,    and 
hunts  diligently  for  his  prey  in  both.    In  fummer 
he  finds  plenty  of  food  from  the  refufi  of  the 
whales,  fea-horfes  and  feals,  which  is  thrown 
into  the  fea  by  the  whalers,  and  cover  the  Ihores 
during  the  time  of  v^halingj  and  they  have 
befides   a  wonderful  fagacity  in  fmelling  out 
the  carcafes  of  the  dead,  let  them  be  ever  fo 
deeply   buried  in   the  earth,  or  covered  with 
Hones.     The  dead  therefore  that  annually  are 
buried  here  may  contribute,  in  fonie  degree, 
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to  the  fubfiftence  of  a  few  of  thefe  creatures  m 
winter ;  but  the  queftion  will  flill  recur,  how 
the  race  of  them  fubfifted  before  the  whale- 
jfifhery  had  exiftence,  and  before  men  found 
the  way  to  this  inhofpitable  Ihore.  Dilquifi- 
tions  of  this  kind,  as  they  are  beyond  the  reach 
of  human  comprehenfion,  ferve  only  to  raife 
our  admiration  of  that  omnipotent  Bcr'.ng  to 
whom  nothing  is  impofllble. 

Thefe  creatures,  as  they  differ  in  nothing 
but  their  colour  and  fize  from  thofc  commonly 
Ihewn  in  England,  need  no  defcription. 

The  foxes  differ  little  in  fliape  from  thofc 
we  are  acquainted  with,  but  in  colour  there  is 
no  fimilitude.  Their  heads  are  black,  and 
their  bodies  white.  As  they  are  beafls  of  prey, 
if  they  do  not  provide  in  fummer  for  the  long 
recefs  of  winter,  it  were,  one  would  think, 
almoft  impofllble  for  them  to  furvive  -,  yet  they 
are  feen  in  plenty,  though,  by  their  fubtlety 
and  fwiftnefs,  they  are  not  eafy  to  be  catched; 

The  Dutch  feamcn  report,  that  when  they 
are  hungry  they  will  feign  themfelves  dead,  and 
when  the  ravenous  birds  come  to  feed  upon 
them,  they  rife  and  make  them  their  prey. 

But  the  molt  wonderful  thing  of  all  is,  how 
the  deer  can  furvive  an  eight  months  famine. 
Like  ours  they  feed  upon  nothing  that  can  be 
perceived,  but  the  vegetables  which  the  earth 
fpontaneoudy  produces ;  and  yet  for  eight 
pionths  in  the  year,  the  earth  produces  neither 
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plant,  herb,  fhrub,  or  blade  of  any  kind  of 
grafs  whatever.  They  are,  befides,  but  thinly 
cloathed  for  fo  fevere  a  climate,  and  what  feems 
ftill  worfe,  there  is  not  a  bufh  to  be  feen  to 
llieker  them,  within  the  diftance  that  any  man 
has  yet  difcovered.  The  means  of  their  fub- 
fiftence  muft  therefore  remain  among  the  fecrets 
of  nature,  never  to  be  difclofed,  as  no  human 
being  can  ever  live  here,  lb  as  to  be  able  to  trace 
thefe  creatures  to  their  winter's  refidence. 

Amphibious  creatures  abound  the  moft  about 
the  founds  and  bays  of  Spitfbergen,  and  they 
feem  bed  adapted  to  endure  the  climate.  Thefe 
are  the  feais,  or  fea  dogs,  and  morfes,  or  fea 
horfes  •,  of  which  the  whalers  avail  themfelves, 
when  difappointed  in  compleating  their  lading 
with  the  fat  of  whales. 

The  feal  is  fufiiciently  known ;  but  the  fea^' 
horfe,  as  it  is  a  creature  peculiar  to  high  lati- 
tudes, is  therefore  more  rare.  It  is  not  eafy  to 
fay  how  he  came  by  his  name  -,  for  there  is  no 
more  likenefs  between  a  fea- horfe  and  a  land- 
horfe,than  there  is  between  a  whale  and  an  ele- 
phant. The  fea-horfe  is  not  unlike  the  feal  in 
fhape.  He  has  a  large  round  head,  larger  than 
that  of  a  bull,  but  fhaped  more  like  that  of  a 
pug-dog  without  ears,  than  any  other  animal 
we  are  acquainted  with.  He  tapers  all  the  way- 
down  to  the  tail,  like  the  fifh  we  call  a  lump, 
•and  his  fize  is  equal  to  that  of  the  largeft  fized 
ox.    His  tulks  clofe  over  his  under  jaw,  like 
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thofe  of  a  very  old  boar,  and  are  in  length 
from  one  foot  to  two  or  more,  in  proportion  to 
the  fize  and  age  of  the  animal  that  breeds  them. 
His  Ikin  is  thicker  than  that  of  a  bull,  and 
covered  with  lliort  moiile-coloured  hair,  which 
is  flr»^ker  and  thicker,  juft  as  he  happens  to  be  in 
or  out  of  feafon  when  he  is  caught.  His  paws, 
before  and  behinJ,  are  like  thofe  of  a  mole, 
and  ferve  him  lor  oars  when  he  fwims,  and 
for  legs  to  crawl  when  he  goes  upon  the  ice,  or 
on  iliore.  He  is  a  fierce  animal,  but  being  un- 
weildy  when  on  land,  or  on  the  ice,  is  cafily 
overcome. 

Thefe  animals  are  always  found  in  herds, 
fometimes  of  many  hundreds  together,  and  if 
one  is  attacked,  the  reft  make  a  common  caufe, 
and  ftand  by  one  another  till  the  laft  gafp.  If 
they  are  attacked  in  the  water,  they  will  fight 
defperately,  and  will  even  attempt  the  boats  of 
their  purfuers,  it  any  of  them  are  wounded, 
and  not  mortally.  Some  of  them  have  been 
known  to  make  holes  in  the  bottom  of  the 
boat  with  their  tufks,  in  defence  of  their 
young.  Their  eyes  are  large,  and  they  have 
two  holes  in  the  upper  part  of  the  neck,  out 
of  which  they  eject  the  water,  in  like  manner  as 
it  is  ejected  by  whales. 

Though  the  fea  about  Spitfbergen  is  full  of 

fiih,  yet  they  rather  appear  to  be  defigned  by 

Providence  for  the  fuftenance  of  one  another, 

than  for  the  food  of  man.     The  m.ackarel,  of 
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which  there  are  no  great  plenty,  feem  not  only 
to  be  the  mod  wholefome,  and  the  nioft  pala- 
table, but  alfo  the  moll  beautiful.  They  feem 
to  be  a  different  fpecies  to  thofe  caught  upon 
our  coafts.  The  upper  part  of  the  back  is  of 
a  vivid  blue ;  the  other  part  as  low  as  the  belly 
of  a  gem-like  green  on  an  azure  ground.  Un- 
derneath the  belly  the  colour  is  a  tranfparent 
white,  and  the  fins  fhine  like  polifhed  filver. 
AU  the  colours  glow  when  alive  in  the  fea  with 
fuch  a  richnefs,  that  fancy  can  hardly  form  to 
itfelf  any  thing  in  nature  more  beautiful.  Al- 
moft  all  the  other  fifh  on  this  coarft  are  of  aa 
oily  nature,  and  of  a  very  indifferent  flavour. 

The  faw,  or  fword  iifh,  is  remarkable  not 
only  for  the  oddity  of  his  fliape,  but  alfo  for 
his  enmity  to  the  whale.  This  filh  takes  his 
nanie  from  a  broad  flat  bone,  in  length  from 
two  to  four  feet,  which  projeds  from  his  nofe, 
and  tapers  to  a  point.  On  each  fide,  it  has 
teeth  like  a  comb,  at  the  difl:ance  of  a  finger's 
breadth  afunder.  He  is  alfo  furnifhed  with  a, 
double  row  of  fins,  and  is  of  aflonifhing 
ilrength  in  the  water.  His  length  from  ten 
to  twenty  feet.  He  feems  to  be  formed  for  war, 
and  war  is  his  profefTion.  The  confiidt  betwixt 
him  and  the  whale  is  dreadful,  yet  he  never 
gives  over  till  his  fword  is  broken,  or  he  comes 
off  victorious. 

The  whale  is  a  harmlefs  filh,  and  is  never 
Jinqwn  to  fight  but  in  hi?  own  defence.     Yet 
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when  he  is  exafperated,  he  rages  dreadfully; 
Though  from  his  magnitude,  he  may  be  called 
the  fovereign  of  the  feas  ;  yet,  like  other  fove- 
reigns,  he  is  liable  to  be  vexed  and  hurt  by 
the  meaneft  reptiles.  The  whale's  loufe  is  a 
moft  tormenting  little  animal.  Its  fcales  are  as 
hard  as  thofe  of  our  prawns ;  its  head  is  like 
the  loufe's  head,  with  four  horns,  two  that 
ferve  as  feelers,  the  other  two  are  hard,  and 
curved,  and  ferve  as  clenchers  to  fix  him  to  the 
whale.  On  his  cheft,  underneath,  he  has  two 
carvers,  likefcythes,  with  which  he  colled:s  his 
food,  and  behind  thefe  are  four  feet,  that  ferve 
him  for  oars.  He  has,  moreover,  fix  other 
clenchers  behind,  with  which  he  can  rivet  him- 
felf  fo  clofely  to  his  prey,  that  he  can  no  other- 
wife  be  difengaged,  but  by  cutting  out  the 
whole  piece  to  which  he  is  joined.  He  is  joint- 
ed on  the  back  like  the  tail  of  a  lobfter,  and 
his  tail  covers  him  like  a  fhield  when  he  is 
feeding.  He  fixes  himfelf  on  the  tendereft 
parts  of  the  whale's  body,  between  his  fins,  on 
his  fheath,  and  on  his  lips,  and  eats  pieces  out 
of  his  flefh,  as  if  eaten  by  vultures. 

They  found  no  fprings  of  fre(h-water  ia 
Spitfbergen  j  but  in  the  valleys,  between  the 
^  mountains,  are  many  little  rills  caufed  by 
the  rain  and  melting  of  the  fnow  in  fum- 
mer-,  and  from  thefe  rills  the  Ihips  are  fup- 
plied.    Some  arc  of  opinion,  that  this  water  is 
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anwholefome,  but  they  are  more  nice  than  wife.* 
The  whaling  people  have  drank  of  it  for  ao;es, 
and  have  found  no  ill  effeds  from  the  ufe  of  it. 
Ice  taken  up  in  the  middle  of  thefe  feas  and 
thawed,  yields  alfo  good  frefh  water. 

On  board  the  Race  Horfe,  Dr.  'rvine,  the 
gentleman  who  received  the  premiuni  by  a  grant 
of  parliament,  for  his  difcovery  of  aneafy  pro- 
cefs  for  making  fait- water  frei"h  at  fea,  tritd  ma- 
ny experiments  at  Spitfoergen,  and  in  the  courfe 
of  the  voyage  ;  the  refult  of  which  will  appear 
at  a  proper  time.  That  gentleman  had  formed 
a  projedl  for  preferving  fiefh  meat  frefh  and 
fweet  in  long  voyages,  but  it  did  not  anfwer 
in  this.  ■;  rrni[.-;v.r-y-  ;>•. 

In  calm  weather  they  remarked,  that  the  fea 
about  the  iflands  appeared  uncommonly  ftill  and 
fmooth  ;  that  it  was  not  fuddenly  moved  at  the 
firft  approach  of  blowing  weather  j  but  that 
when  the  ftorm  continued,  the  waves  fwelled 
gradually,  and  rofe  to  an  incredible  height. — 
Thefe  fwelling  waves  fuccefTively  follow  one 
another,  and  roll  along  before  the  wind,  foam- 
ing and  raging  in  a  frightful  manner,  yet  they 
are  thought  lefs  dangerous  than  thofe  that  break 
Ihort,  and  are  lefs  mountainous. 

They  obferved  likewife,  that  the  ice  that 
reded  en  the  ground  was  not  flationary,  but 
that  it  changed  place  -,  and  they  learnt  alfo, 
that  in  fome  feafons  there  was  no  ice,  where  this 
feafon  they  were   in  danger  of  being  embayed, 
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There  does  not,  however,  from  thence  appear* 
the  lead  realbn  to  conclude,  that  any  pradli- 
cable  pafTage  to  the  Indian  ocean  can  ever  be 
found  in  this  direction  j  for  were  it  certain  that 
the  feas  were  always  open  under  the  pole,  yet 
great  bulwarks  of  ice  evidently  furround  it, 
fometimes  at  a  lefs,  and  lometimes  at  a  greater 
diftance.  Moreover,  were  it  pofllble  that  chance 
Ihould  direft  fome  fortunate  adventurer  to  an 
opening  at  one  time,  it  would  be  more  than  a 
million  to  one,  if  the  fame  opening  were  paira- 
ble  to  the  next  who  fhouid  attempt  it. 

There  are  many  harbours  about  Spitfbergen, 
befides  that  of  Smearingburg,  where  fhips  em- 
ployed in  the  whale  fiiliery  take  flieker  in  ftor- 
my  weather  •,  and  there  are  fome  iflands,  fuch 
as  Charles's  Ifland,  the  Clifted  Rock,  Red-Hill, 
Hacluit's  Headland,  &c.  that  fcrve  as  land- 
marks, by  which  feamen  direift  their  courfe, 
Thefe  iflands  are  full  of  the  neftsof  birds  \  but 
their  eggs  are  a;*  nauleous  as  the  fielli  of  the 
fowls  that  Jay  them.  The  faiiors  fometimes 
cat  them,  but  they  are  filthy  food.  Even  the 
geefe  and  ducks  on  the  neighbouring  iflands  eat 
fifhy  and  ftrong. 

1  he  air  about  Spitfoergen  is  never  free  from 
ificles.  If  you  look  through  the  fun  beams 
tranfverfely  as  you  fir  in  the  fhade,  or  where  you 
fee  the  rays  coniined  in  a  bcdy,  inftead  of  dark 
motes,  as  are  feen  here,  you  fee  myriads  of 
Ihining  particles  that  fparkle  like  diamonds ; 
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and  when  the  fun  fhines  hot,  as  it  fometlmes 
does,  fo  as  to  melt  the  tar  in  the  feams  of  fhips 
when  they  lie  ftieltered  from  the  wind,  thefc 
fhining  atoms  feem  to  melt  away,  and  defcend 
like  dew. 

It  is  feldom  that  the  air  continues  clear  for 
many  days  together  in  this  climate  •,  when  that 
happens,  the  whalers  are  generally  fuccefsful. 
There  is  no  difference  between  night  and  day 
in  the  appearance  of  the  atmofphere  about 
Spitfbergen,  one  being  as  light  as  the  other, 
only  when  the  fun  is  to  the  northward,  you  may 
look  at  him  with  the  naked  eye,  as  at  the  moon, 
without  dazzling.  The  fogs  here  come  on  fo 
fuddenly,  that  from  bright  fun-fhine,  you  are 
prefcntly  involved  in  fuch  obfcurity,  that  you 
can  hardly  fee  from  one  end  of  the  fhip  to  the 
other. 

While  our  journalift  was  bufy  in  making 
his  oblervations,  all  belonging  to  the  Ihips 
were  differently  engaged  in  one  employment  or 
other  J  fome  in  taking  in  water,  fome  in  fifli- 
ing,  fome  in  hunting,  fome  in  handing  the  fails, 
and  fpreading  them  out  to  dry,  fome  in  fcrub- 
bing  the  fliip,  and  fome  in  viewing  the  coun- 
try. The  Commanders  and  ofiicers,  with  Mr. 
Lyon,  Mr.  Robinfon,  &c.  bufied  themfelves 
in  making  obfcrvations,  being  furnifhed  with 
an  apparatus,  that  is  fald  to  have  cofl  at  leaft 
one  thoufand  five  hundred  pounds.  From  fuch 
a  fet  of  inftruments,  in  the  hands  of  tlie  ableft 
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obfervers,  the  nation  can  boaft,  fome  very  con- 
fiderable  difcoveries  in  the  phenomena  of  the 
polar  regions  may  be  expeded.  They  landed 
their  inilruments  in  a  fmall  ifland,  in  Vo'^le 
Sound,  and  had  feveral  opportunities  during 
their  ftay  of  ufing  them  to  advantage.  Havin"- 
erected  two  tents,  the  Captains  from  the  fillisry 
frequently  vifited  the  obfervers,  and  exprefled 
their  admiration  not  only  at  the  perfcdion  of 
the  inflruments,  but  likevvife  at  the  dexterity 
with  which  they  were  accommodated. 

The  ice  began  to  fet  in  a  pace,  yet  the  weather 
was  hot.  The  thermometer  from  fifty-fix 
in  the  cabin  rofe  to  ninety  in  the  open  air.  Ic 
was  ftill  ten  degrees  higher  on  the  top  of  a 
mountain  to  which  it  was  carried,  l^he  iQand 
on  which  the  experiments  were  made,  they  call- 
ed Marble  IQand,  from  the  rock  by  which  in 
is  formed.  Having  watered,  and  finifned  their 
obfervations,  the  fliips  prepared  to  depart. 

Mondayjuly  the  I9th5  the  Commodore  made 
the  fignal  to  v/eigh ;  at  two  in  the  afternoon 
the  fhips  were  under  faij,  and  as  foon  as  they 
had  made  their  offing,  ilood  to  the  eaftward. 
At  three  they  tacked  and  (leered  northward  ; 
and  before  four  were  again  entangled  amone: 
the  loofe  ice,  through  which  they  failed,  di- 
redting  their  courfe  along  the  main  body,  which 
lay  from  north -weft  to  fouth  fouth-eaft. 

Tuefday  the  20th,  they  continued  their  courfe 

along  the  ice,  but  could  difcover  no  opening, 
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though  they  fearched  every  creek,  and  left  no 
bay  or  turning  unexamined.  This  day  they 
obferved  what  the  lailors  call  a  mock-fun,  a 
phaenomenon  well  enough  known  in  this  climate. 
Hacluit's  Headland  bore  fouth-weft  one  half 
fouth  forty- fix  leagues ;  the  weather  cloudy, 
with  rain ;  excefiive  cold.  Thermometer  o^-j 
degrees  46  minutes. 

Wednefday  the  2 1  ft,  the  feverity  of  the  wear 
ther  increafing,  an  additional  quantity  of  bran- 
dy was  ferved  out  to  the  people,  and  every  com- 
fortable refrelhment  afforded  them,  that  they 
themfelves  could  wi(h  or  require.  The  courfe 
of  the  ice  lay  this  day  north-eaft. 
Thurfday  22,  nothing  remarkable. 
Friday  the  23d,  they  law  land  from  caft  by 
fouth,  to  Ibutheaft  by  fouth.  At  four  in  the 
morning,  Hacluit's  Headland  bore  fouth-eaft 
ten  leagues  ;  the  wind  variable,  and  the  weather 
cold,  with  ficet  and  fnow.  Thermometer  40 
decrees. 

Sunday  25,  they  had  gentle  breezes,  with 
cioudy  weather,  and  were  engaged  among  fome 
pieces  of  ice,  feparated  from  the  main  body, 
which  kept  them  continually  tacking  and  luffing. 
At  length  they  entered  among  mountains  and 
iQands  of  ice,  which  came  upon  them  fo  faft, 
that  it  was  with  the  utmoft  difficulty  they  could 
proceed ;  the  Carcafe  having  feveral  times 
ftruck  againft  them  with  iuch  violence,  as  to 
raife  her  head  four  feet  out  of  the  water.    They 
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now  imagined,  from  the  folidity  and  extent  of 
thefe  iflands,  that  the  late  ftrong  gales  had 
caufed  a  feparation  from  the  main  body,  the 
Commodore  therefore  changed  his  coiirfe  with 
a  ftrong  gale  to  the  eaftward  i  in  the  mornino- 
the  weather  became  moderate. 

Monday  26,  at  feven  in   the  morning,  they 
came  in  fight   of    Red-hill,     a    fmall    mount 
which  commands  an  open  plain,  known  by  the 
name  of  Deers-ficld,  by   reafon   of  its  fertile 
appearance,  it  being  the  only  fpot  on  which 
they  faw  no  drifts  of  fnow.     To  the  eaftward 
lies  Muffin's  Iftand.     Here  they  founded,  and 
found  forty-five  fathom  water  ;  rocky  ground. 
Capt.  Lutwich  fent  out  the  long-boat,  with  or- 
ders to  found  along  the  ftiore,  and  to  examine 
the  foil.     This  iftand  is  about  a  mile  long,  ve- 
ry low,  and  looks  at  a  diftance  like  a   black 
fpeck.      Though  the  foil  is  moftly  fand  and 
loofe  ftoncs,  and  hardly  fo  much  as  a  green 
weed  upon  it,  yet  it  is  remarkable  for  the  num- 
ber of  birds  that  refort  to  it  in  fummer  to  lay 
their  eggs,  and  breed  their  young ;  and  thefe 
not  of  one  kind  only,  but  of  many  different 
forts,  as  geefe,  ducks,  burgomafters,  ice-birds 
malamueks,  kirmews,  rotgers,  and  almoft  eve- 
ry other  fpecies  of  birds  peculiar  to  the  climate ; 
infomuch,  that  the  eggs  were  fo  numerous,  and 
lay   fo  thick  upon  the  ground,  that  the  men 
who  landed  found  it  difficult  to  walk,  without 
iiUing  their  flioes. 

I  2  Whilq 
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While  the  crew  of  the  boat,  ten  in  number, 
with  their  valiant  officer  at  their  head,  were 
examining  the  ifland,  after  having  founded  the 
fhores,  they  obferved  two  white  bears  making 
towards  them,  one  upon  the  ice,  the  other  in 
the  water.     Major  Buz,  for  that  was  their  of- 
ficer's travelling  title,  like  Falftaff,  was  always 
the  boldeftman  in  company  over  a  cup  of  fack, 
and  minded  killing  a  bear  no  more  than  killing 
a  gnat ;  but  feeing  the  bears  approach  very  fall, 
elpecially  that  which  came  in  the  water,  he  or- 
dered his  men  to  fire  while  yet  the  enemy  was 
at  a  diftance,  as  he  did  not  think  it  prudent  to 
hazard  the  lives  of  his  little  company  in  clofe 
fight.     All  of  them  pointed  their  mufkets,  and 
fome   of  the  party    obeyed  orders;    but  the 
greater  part  judging  it  fafer  to  depend  upon  a 
referved  fire, when  they  hadfeemingly  difcharged 
their  pieces,  pretended  to  retreat.     The  Major, 
a  full  fathom  in  the  belly,  endeavoured  to  wad- 
dle after  his  companions  ;  but  being  foon  out 
of  breath,  and  feeing  the  bear   that  came  in 
the  water  had  juft  reached  the  ihore,  thought 
of  nothing  now  but  falling  the  firft  facrifice. 
His  hair  already  ftood  an  end ;  and  looking 
behind  him,  he  faw  the  bear  at  no  great  diftance, 
with  his  nofe  in  the  air  fnuffing  the  fcent.     He 
had  all  the  realbn  in  the  world  to  believe  it  was 
him  that  he  fcented,  and  he  had  fcarce  breath 
enough  left  to  call  to  his  men  to  halt.     In  this 
critical  fi^uatipn  he  upfortunately  dropt  his  gun. 
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and  in  {looping  to  recover  it  ftnmbled  againft 
a  goofe-neft,  fell  Iquafli  upon  his  belly  into  it, 
and  had  very  nigh  fmothered  the  dam  upon  her 
eggs.     The  old  faying  is,  misfortunes  feldom 
come  alone.     Before  he  could  well  rife,  the  en- 
raged gander  came  flying  to  the  afllftance  of 
his  half- fmothered  confort,  and  making  a  dart 
at  the  eye  of  the  affailant,  very  narrowly  miffed 
his  mark,  but  difcharged  his  fury  plump  upon 
his  nofe.     The  danger  now  being  preffing,  and 
the  battle  ferious,  the  bear  near,  and  the  gan- 
der ready  for  a  fecond  attack,  the  men,  who 
had  not  fled  far,  thought  it  high  time  to  return 
to  the  relief  of  their  leader.    Overjoyed  to  fee 
them  about  him,  but  frighted  at  the  bear  juit 
behind  him,  he  had  forgot  the  gander  that  was 
over  his  head,  againft:  which  one  of  the  men 
having  levelled  his  piece,  fired  and  he  fell  dead 
at  the  Major's  feet.     Animated  now  by  the 
death  of  one  enemy,  he  recovered  his  gun,  and 
faced  about  to  afllfl:  in  the  attack  of  the  fecond. 
By  this  time  the  bear  was  fcarce  ten  yards  from 
him,  and  beginning  to  growl,   the  Major  jufl: 
in  the  inftant  was  feized  with  a  loofenefs,  dropc 
his  accoutrements,  and  fell  back,  that  he  might 
pot  be  in  the  way  of  his  party,  to  impede  the 
engagement.     In  the  hurry  he  was  in,  for  in  a 
man  of  fuch  valour  we  muft:  not  fay  the  fright, 
he  entangled  his  buttons,  and  not  being  able 
to  hold  any  longer,  he  filled  his  breeches.     The 
^rew  ii)  an  inftant  had  brought  down  the  bear, 

aFi4 
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and  now  it  was  time  for  their  leader  to  do  fome- 
thing  great.  Having  recovered  his  arms,  and 
feeing  the  poor  beail  groveling  on  the  ground, 
and  growling  out  his  laft,  like  a  ram  in  a  pin- 
fold, making  a  fhort  race  backwards  in  order 
to  redouble  his  force,  he  came  v^^ith  nine  Ions: 
itrides  forwards,  and  with  the  ftrength  and 
fierccnefs  of  an  enraged  bull,  thruft  his  lance 
full  four  feet  deep  in  the  dying  bear's  belly. 
And  now,  fays  the  Major,  cocking  his  hat, 
have  not  I  done  for  the  bear  bravely !  The 
failors,  who  are  always  in  a  good  humour 
vpon  fuch  occafions ;  but  Captain,  faid  they, 
you  have  but  half  done  your  work,  you  have 
another  bear  to  kill  yet.  The  Major,  whofe 
fituation  began  to  be  troublefome,  content  with 
the  honour  he  had  already  acquired,  my  lads, 
faid  he,  as  1  have  been  the  death  of  one  bear,  fure 
fix  of  you  may  kill  the  other  ;  fo  ordering  four 
of  them  to  row  him  on  board,  he  left  the  re- 
maining fix  to  kill  the  other  bear. 

On  this  ifland  two  bears  were  killed,  and  a 
fea-horfe.  The  fea-horfe  made  a  defperate  de- 
fence, being  attacked  in  the  water;  and  had 
there  been  only  one  boat  engaged  in  the  com- 
bat, he  certainly  would  have  come  off  vidlo- 
rious  ;  but  the  crew  of  the  Race-horfe  having 
learnt  that  there  were  bears  and  fea-horfes  on 
this  litde  fpot,  were  willing  to  Ihare  in  the 
fport  of  hunting  them,  as  well  as  in  the  plea- 
sure of  tailing  their  flefh.     They  accordingly 

l^nd^d 
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landed  in  their  boats,  and  came  in  good;time 
to  afiift  in  puriuing  the  conqueft.  It  happened, 
however,  that  their  ammunition  ^  being  ahnoft 
fpent,  one  great  bear  came  up  to  revenge  the 
death  of  his  fellows,  and  advanced  fo  furioufly, 
growling  and  barking,  that  he  put  the  whole 
company  to  flight,  and  fome  of  them,  it  is 
faid,  had  no  great  reafon  to  laugh  at  the  Major. 

On  founding  the  (hores  they  remarked,  that 
when  the  north  iflands  bear  north  forty- five  eaft, 
feven  or  eight  leagues,  and  Red-hill  ealt  by 
fouth  five  miles,  there  is  generally  from  twenty- 
five  to  thirty  fathom  hard  ground  ;  but  that 
clofer  on  Ihore,  when  Red-hill  bears  eaft  one- 
fourth  fouth  about  one  mile,  it  increafes  to 
one  hundred  and  fifteen  fathom,  with  fofr  black 
mud.  The  current  about  one  mile  an  hour  to 
the  north-eaft. 

Tucfday  27,- the  air  being  perfeftly  ferene, 
and  the  weather  moderate,  the  filhes  feemed  to 
enjoy  the  temperature,  and  to  exprefs  it  by  their 
fporting.  The  whales  were  feen  fpouting  their 
fountains  towards  the  fkies,  and  the  fin  filh 
following  their  example.  They  likewife  this 
day  faw  dolphins  \  the  whole  profped  in  fhort 
was  more  pleafing  and  pidturefque  than  they 
had  yet  beheld  in  this  remote  region.  The 
very  ice  in  which  they  were  befet  looked  beau- 
tiful, and  put  forth  a  thoufand  glittering  forms, 
and  the  tops  of  the  mountains,  which  they  could 
fee  like  fparkling  gems  at  a  vail  dillance,  had 

the 
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the  appearance  of  fo  many  filver  flars  illumi- 
nating a  new  firmament.  But  this  flattering 
profped  did  not  continue  long.  By  an  accu- 
rate obfervation,  they  were  now  in  latitude 
80  deg.  47  min.  north  j  and  in  longitude 
21  deg.  10  min.  eaft  from  London;  and  in 
fight  of  feven  iflands  to  the  north,  to  which 
they  direfted  their  courfe. 

Wednefday  28,  they  had-  frefh  eafterly 
breezes,  which,  from  moderate  weather  the  day 
before,  changed  to  piercing  cold.  At  midnight 
the  weft  end  of  Weygate  ftraits  bore  fouth  by 
eaft,  fo  that  they  were  now  in  the  very  fpot 
where  Barentz  had  fuppofed  an  opening  would 
be  found  into  the  polar  fea.  Yet  fo  far  from 
it,  they  could  difcover  nothing  from  the  m aft- 
head,  but  a  continued  continent  of  folid  ice, 
except  the  iflands  already  mentioned.  On  this 
ice,  however,  there  were  many  bears,  fome  of 
which  came  fo  near  the  fliips  as  to  be  fliot  dead 
with  fmall  arms.  Thefe  bears  are  very  good 
eating,  and  where  no  better  is  to  be  purchafed, 
the  whalers  account  them  as  good  as  beef.  They 
are  many  of  them  larger  than  the  largeft  oxen, 
and  weigh  heavier.  In  many  parts  of  their 
body  they  are  mufl-cet  proof,  and  unlefs  they 
are  hit  on  the  open  cheft,  or  on  the  flank,  a 
blow  with  a  mufl<:et  bail  will  hardly  make  them 
turn  their  backs.  Some  of  the  bears  killed  in 
thefe  encounters  weighed  from  feven  to  eight 
hundred  weight ;  and  it  was  thought,  that  the 

bear 
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bear  that  routed  the  failors  on  Muffin's  Ifland, 
could  not  weigh  Ids  than  a  thouland  weight. 
He  was,  indeed,  a  very  monfter  ! 

ThUrfday  29,  failing  among  innumerable 
Iflarids  of  ice,  they  found  the  main  body  too 
folid  for  the  fhips  to  make  the  leafi:  impreffion 
upon  it,  and  finding  no  opening,  the  Commo- 
dore refolved  to  fend  a  party  under  the  cofn- 
mand  of  the  firft  Lieutenant  to  examine  the 
land,  which  at  a  diftance  appeared  like  a  plain> 
diverfified  with  hills  and  mountains,  and  ex- 
hibited in  their  fituation  a  tolerable  landlTcip. 

On  trying  the  water,  it  was  lefs  fait  than  any 
fea  water  they  had  ever  tailed  ;  and  they  found 
Iikewife,  that  the  ice  was  no  other  than  a  body 
of  congealed  frelh  water,  which  they  imagined 
had  been  frozen  in  the  infancy  of  the  earth. 

Tuefday  30,  the  weather  being  clear,  they 
ran  clofe  to  the  main  body  of  the  ice,  and  the 
fun  continuing  to  fliine,  made  them  almoft  for- 
get the  climate  they  were  failing  in,  but  it  was 
not  long  before  they  had  reafon  for  fevere  re- 
colk6ti0n.  In  coafting  along,  they  obferved 
many  openings,  and  were  in  hopes,  from  their 
diftant  appearance,  that  a  paffage  might  be 
made  betv^-een  them  •,  but.  upon  trial  it  was 
found,  as  the  Dutch  fifhermen  had  foretold, 
that  thefe  appearances  were  deceitful.  At  one 
in  the  morning  fine  clear  fun-lhine,  they  found- 
ed in  fixteen  f3thom  water,  and  found  fmall' 
ilones  at  bottom.  They  were  then  about  four 
K  miles 
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miles  from  the  north-eaft  part  of  the  northcrn- 
mofl:  land  ;  the  eafternmoft  land  in  fight,  diftant 
about  five  or  fix  leagues. 

Saturday  31,  at  midnight,  the  eafternmoft 
land  in  fight  lay  eaft- north  eaft  one  half  eaft, 
which  they  could  not  make  out  to  be  an  ifland. 
They  rather  judged  it  to  be  a  continent,  but 
found  it  impolTible  to  determine  with  certainty, 
as  it  lay  beyond  their  reach.  At  nine  in  the 
morning  the  Carcafe  hoiiled  out  her  cutter,  and 
filled  her  empty  water-cafl^s  with  water  from 
the  ice.  On  this  ice  lie  great  quantities  of 
fnow,  and  as  foon  as  a  pit  is  dug,  it  fills  with 
fine  loft  clear  water,  not  inferior  to  that  of  ma- 
ny land  fprings.  At  noon  they  founded  in 
ninety  five  fathoms,  the  ground  foft  mud.  This 
day  a  bear  came  over  the  ice  to  vifit  them,  the 
firft  they  had  ften  fince  they  left  Muffin's 
Ifland.  They  faluted  him  with  a  volley  of 
fmall  arms,  and  he  rctwrned  the  compliment, 
by  turning  his  back  upon  them.  Their  longi- 
tude was  this  day  21  degrees  26  minutes  eaft, 
by  time-keeper.     Thermometer  forty-five. 

Sunday  Auguft  i,  proved  a  day  of  trial. 
Lying  too  among  the  clofe  ice,  with  the  loofc 
ice  driving  fad  to  Ihore,  the  Commodore  was 
defirous  of  furveying  the  wefternmoft  of  the 
feven  iflands,  which  appeared  the  higheft,  in 
order  to  judge,  from  the  profpecl  on  the  hills, 
of  the  polfibility  of  proceeding  farther  on  the 
jdifcovery.     With  this   view  they  carried  out 

their 
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their  ice- anchors,  and  made  both  fhips  fall  to 
the  main  body,  a  practice  very  common  with 
the  filhing  (hips  that  annually  frequent  thofc 
feas.  Of  the  reconnoitring  party,  were  the 
Captains,  the  fecond  Lieutenants,  one  of  the 
mathematicians,  the  pilots,  and  fome  chofen 
failors,  felefled  from  both  fliips.  They  fet  out 
about  two  in  the  morning,  and  fometimes  fail- 
ing, fometimes  drawing  their  boats  over  the 
ice,  they  with  difficulty  reached  the  fliore. 
Where  the  firft  objcdls  they  faw  were  a  herd 
of  deer,  fo  very  tame,  that  they  feemed  at 
curious  to  gaze  at  the  ftrangers,  as  the  itran- 
ges  were  pleafed  to  fee  them  ;  for  they  came  five 
or  fix  together  fo  near,  that  they  might  have 
been  killed  with  the  thruft  of  a  bayonet  -,  a 
proof  that  animals  are  not  naturally  afraid  of 
man,  till,  by  the  fate  of  their  affociates,  they 
are  taught  the  danger  of  approaching  them ; 
a  proof  too,  that  animals  are  not  deftitute  of 
refledlion,  otherwife  how  fhould  they  conclude, 
that  what  has  befallen  their  fellow  animals, 
will  certainly  happen  to  them,  if  they  run  the 
like  rifque.  The  gentlemen,  however,  fullered 
only  one  of  thcfe  fearlels  innocents  to  be  fired 
at,  and  that  was  done  by  a  failor  when  they 
were  abfent  on  obfervation. 

On  this  ifland  they  gathered  fome  fcurvy-. 
grafs,  and  in  many  places  they  could  perceive 
the  fides  of  the  hills  covered  with  the  verdure 
on  which  thefc  deer  undoubtedly  fed. 

K  2  After 
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.  After  having  afcende4  the  higheft  hills  on 
the  fea-coaft,  and  taken  a  view  of  the  country 
and  the  ocean  all  round,  the  gentlemen  def- 
cended,  and  about  five  in  the  afternoon  em- 
barked again  on  their  return  to  the  lliips,  at 
which  they  arrived  fafe  about  ten,  after  an  ab- 
fence  of  twenty  hours.  They  were  greatly 
^ifappointed  by  the  hazinefs  of  the  weather  on 
the  tops  of  the  mountains,  which  confined  the 
profped,  and  prevented  their  taking  an  obfer- 
vation'with  the  inftruments  they  had  carried 
with  them  for  that  purpofe. 

There  is  here  a  fmall  variation  in  the  journals 
of  the  two  fhips  -,  that  kept  on  board  the  Com- 
modore making  the  diflance  between  the  ifland 
and  the  fhips  near  twenty  miles  -,  the  other  only 
five  leagues,  which  might  eafily  happen,  as  the 
fhips  fhifted  their  flations  with  the  main  body 
of  ice,  fometlmes  driving  north-wefl,  fome- 
times  the  contrary  courfe,  as  the  wind  and  tides 
happened  to  fit. 

•  Their  fituation  now  began  to  be  ferious,  and 
it  v/as  difcovered  too  late,  that  by  grappling  to 
the  ice,  as  pradifed  by  the  Greenlandmen,  they 
had  endangered  the  lofs  of  the  fhips,  the  loofe 
ice  clofing  fo  faft  about  them,  that  they  found 
it  abfolutely  impofTible  to  get  them  difengaged  ; 
and  there  was,  befides,  great  reafon  to  fear, 
that  one  or  both  would  foon  be  crufiied  to 
pieces.  Great  minds  arc  ever  mofl  diftinguifh- 
ed  by  their  expedients  on  the  mofl  alarming 

occafions. 
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occafions.  The  ConinKxiore  fct  all  hands  to 
wgrk  to  form  a  dock  in  the  folid  ice,  large 
enough  to  moor  both  (hips ;  4i?d  by  the  alaqriy, 
ty  with  which  that  fervice  was  performed,  the 
fiiips  were  preferved  from  the  dagger  pf  ipann^ 
di^te  t^eilru^i^n.  v 

The  fhip^,  being  thus  f^r  fetrMred,  the  ofr 
ficers,  pilots,  axid  mafters,  vyere  all  fum/noned 
9n  board  the  Commodore,  to  confult  on  what 
further  was  to  be  done  in  their  prefent  unpro-^ 
mifing  fituation ;  when  it  was  unanimouiljir 
agreed,  that  their  deliverance  was.  hopelels; 
and  that  .they  mufl:  either  provide  to  winter 
upon  the  adjacent  iflands,  or  attempt  to  launch 
their  boats  into  the  open  fea,  which  was  already 
at  a  confiderabie  diltance  -,  for  the  loofe  ice  had 
poured  into  the  bay  in  which  th«y  were  at  ^ni* 
qhor  with  lb  much  rapidity,,  and  in  fuch.aHo- 
nifhing  quantities,  that  the  open  fea  was  alrea^^ 
dy  far  out  of  fight.  Before  any  thing  farther, 
was  undertaken^  the  men  were  ordered  to  their) 
quarters,  that  they  might  refrefh  thcmfelves 
with  fleep.  ^;      ^■- 

While  their  Commanders  prefcrve  their  for-v 
titude,    the  failors   never   lofe  their   courage..- 
They  rofe  in  themor/iing  with  as  much  alacrity- 
and  unconcern,  as  if  they  had  been  failing  with 
a  fine  breeze  in  the  Britifh  Channel. 

Auguft  2,  it  was  now  thought  advifeable  to. 

make  one  defperate  attempt  to  extricate  the 

fhips,  by  cutting  a  channel  to  the  weftward  into 

4  the 
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the  open  fea.  The  fcooping  out  the  dock  with 
fo  much  expedition,  by  a  party  only  of  one 
Ihip,  raifed  high  expe(5lations  of  what  might  be 
performed  by  the  united  labours  of  both  the 
crews.  No  body  of  men  ever  undertook  a 
work  of  fuch  difficulty  with  fo  much  chearful- 
nefs  and  confidence  of  fuccefs,  as  the  failors 
obfervedon  thisoccafion.  Their  ice- fa ws,  axes, 
fledges,  poles,  and  the  whole  group  of  fea^-tools, 
were  in  an  inftant  all  employed  in  facilitating 
the  work  ;  but  after  cutting  through  blocks  of 
folid  ice  from  eight  to  fifteen  feet  deep,  and 
coming  to  others  of  many  fathoms,  that  ex- 
ceeded the  powers  of  man  to  feparatc,  that  was 
laid  afide  as  a  hopelefs  projed  \  and  another 
more  promifmg,  though  not  kfs  laborious,  a- 
dopted  in  its  room.  .di  r':m  b^i 

On  the  3d  of  Auguft,  after  the  men  had 
again  refrefhed  themfelves  with  fleep,  it  was 
refolved  to  fit  up  the  boats  belonging  to  both 
the  ihips  with  fuch  coverings  as  were  moft  eafy 
to  be  accommodated,  and  of  lighted  convey- 
ance i  and  by  flcating  them  over  the  ice,  endea- 
Your  to  launch  them  in  the  open  fea.  Could 
this  be  eff^edled,  they  hoped,  that  by  failing  and 
rowing  to  the  northernmoft  harbour  of  Spitf- 
bergen,  they  might  arrive  at  that  ifland,  before 
the  departure  of  the  laft  fhips  belonging  to  the 
fifliery  for  Europe. 

"While  the  boats  were  getting  ready  for  this 
expedition,  a  fecond  party  were  difpatched  to 

the 
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the  ifland,  with  orders  to  take  the  diftance  as 
exaft  as  it  was  poffible  to  the  neareft  open  fea. 
As  all  the  people  belonging  to  the  (hips  were 
not  to  be  engaged  in  thefe  fcrvices,  thofe  who 
were  unemployed  diverted  themfelves  inhuming 
and  killing  the  bears,  that  now,  actradled  per- 
haps by  the  favory  fmell  of  the  provifions 
drcfled  on  board  the  fhips,  came  every  day  over 
the  ice  to  repeat  their  vifits.  Several  of  thefc 
were  killed  occafionally,  and  this  day  they 
fought  a  fea-horfc,  in  which  engagement  the 
fecond  Lieutenant  of  the  Carcafe  fignalized  his 
courage  in  a  moil  delperate  rencounter,  in 
which,  however,  he  fucceeded,  though  his  life 
was  in  imminent  danger. 

On  the  4th  the  carpenters,  &c.  were  dill  em- 
ployed in  fitting  up  the  boats.  The  pilots^ 
who  the  day  before  had  been  fent  to  make  ob- 
lervations  on  the  iflands  already  mentioned, 
made  their  report,  that  the  neareft  water  they 
had  feen  was  about  ten  leagues  to  the  weftward  ; 
that  in  their  paflfage  they  had  met  with  great 
numbers  of  fpars  or  pine  trees,  floating  abouc 
the  ifland,  fome  of  them  of  confiderable  fize, 
with  the  bark  rotted  off,  and  the  bodies  much 
worm-eaten  -,  that  there  was  neither  tree  nor 
fhrub  to  be  feen  growing  on  any  of  the  feven 
iflands,  nor  upon  any  land  that  they  had  yet 
difcovered  in  that  latitude,  nor  for  ten  degrees 
farther  fouth,  and  that  the  trees  they  had  feen 
5iuft  therefore  have  come  from  a  great  diftance. 

Though 
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Though  there  is  nothing  now' in  this  obfer- 
vation,  the  like  being  annually  obferved  by  all 
Chc  navigators  who  frequent  thofe  feas  in  the 
ibmmcr,  and  who  colled  their  wood  from  thofe 
drifts,  yet  the  country  from  whence  they  pro- 
ceed has  hitherto  been  thought  a  myftery. 
B'Ut:  it  being  now  certain,  that  many  of  the 
great  rivers  that  flow  through  the  northernmolV 
^art&of  Ruffia,  empty  themfelves  into  this  Tea  j 
and  that  there  is  an  open  communication' 
throughout  the  different  parts  of  it  at  different 
leafons  of  the  year,  there  feems  very  little  reafoiv 
CO  doubt,  but  that  th(3fe  tucesare  torn  up  by 
land  floods,  and  are  precipitated  into  the  fea  bjr 
the  rapidity  of  the  ftreams. 

it  has  indeed  been  objeded,  that  all  the  wood 
tfia^t  is  found  floating  in  this  raaHner  about  the' 
iflands  in  high  latitudes,  is  to  a  piece  barked  and 
■worm-eaten;  and  that  if  chefe  trees  were  tor» 
"up  and  precipitated  into  the  'ii:3^  in  the  manner 
above  fuppofed,  fome  of  it  would  appear  found 
and  unbarked,  as  in  its  firft  ftate.  To  this  iitj 
may  be  anfwered,  that  were  the  courfe  of  th© 
tides  to  run  as  coiiilantly  to  the  northward,  as? 
the  courfe  of  the  rivers  runs  into  the  fea,  this 
objedion  would  be  unaniwerabie.  But  the  very 
reverfe  is  known  to  be  the  fad  \  and  that  neither* 
the  winds  nor  the  tides  tend  to  the  northwards: 
for  any  confiderable  part  of  the  year ;  fo  thao 
from  the  time  theie  trees  enter  the  ocean,  \t 
mull,  in  the  ordinary  courie  of  things,,  be  many 
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ages  before  they  can  reach  the  latitudes  In  which 
they  arc  now  found.  Becaufe,  if  they  arc 
driven  northwards  by  the  ftrength  of  a  florm 
from  the  fouth,  they  will  be  driven  in  another 
diredlion  by  the  next  ftorm  that  happens  from 
another  quarter  ;  and  all  the  while  the  calm  con- 
tinues, they  will  be  driven  to  and  fro  by  the  tides, 
which,  as  has  been  obferved,  feldom  fet  loncy  to 
the  north,  therefore,  being  in  continual  motion 
for  ages,  or  being  cad  upon  the  (hore  by  tempefts, 
or  high  tides,  and  lying  there  expofed  to  the 
air,  till  tempefts  or  high  tides  return  them  again 
to  the  ocean,  they  will,  in  a  long  progreflion  of 
time,  be  reduced  to  the  ftate  in  which  they  are 
conftantly  found.  This  folution  is,  however 
offered  with  diffidence.  The  fadl  is  certain,  of 
much  wood  being  annually  found  about  the 
iflands  in  quellion ;  and  it  is  now  of  little  im- 
portance from  whence  it  proceeds,  as  a  paflacye 
by  the  north  eaft  to  China  will  probably  never 
Oiore  be  fought. 

On  the  5th  they  had  gentle  breezes ;  buc 
about  four  in  the  morning  fmall  fleet.  The  ice 
ftill  furrounding  them,  and  appearing  to  grow 
more  and  more  folid  and  fixed,  thofe  who  had 
till  now  retained  hopes  that  the  fouth-eaft  wina 
would  again  difunite  its  fubftance,  and  open  a 
paffage  for  their  deliverance,  began  to  defpair, 
as  the  wind  had  blown  for  twenty-four  hours 
from  that  quarter,  from  which  alone  they  could 
have  relief,  and  not  the  leaft  alteration  to  be 
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perceived.     The  men,  however,  were  as  joyous 
as  ever,  and  (hewed  not  the  leaQ:  concern  about 
the  danger  of  their  fituation. 

Early  in  the  morning,  the  man  at  the  maft- 
htad  of  the  Carcafe  gave  notice,  that  three 
bears  were  miking  their  way  very  fad  over  the 
ice,  and  that  they  vvere  direfting  their  courfe 
towards  the  Ihip.  They  had,  without  queftion, 
been  inviied  by  the  fcent  oi  the  blubber  of  the 
fea-horfe  killed  a  few  days  before,  which  the 
men  had  fet  on  fire,  and  which  was  burning  on 
the  ice  at  the  time  of  their  approach.  They 
proved  to  be  a  fhe  bear  and  her  two  cubbs ; 
but  the  cubbs  were  nearly  as  large  as  the  dam. 
They  ran  eagerly  to  the  fire,  and  drew  out 
from  the  flames  part  of  the  fleOi  of  the  fea- 
horfe  that  remained  unconfumed,  and  eat  it 
voracioudy.  The  crew  from  the  {hip,  by  way 
of  diverfion,  threw  great  lumps  of  the  flefti  of 
the  fea-horfe  which  they  had  ftill  left,  out  upon 
the  ice,  which  the  old  bear  fetched  away  fing- 
ly,  laid  eachi  lump  belore  her  cubbs  as  fhe 
brought  it,  and  dividing  it,  gave  each  a  Ihare, 
referving  but  a  fmall  portion  to  herfelf.  As  (he 
was  fetching  away  the  laft  piece  they  had  to  be- 
llow, they  levelled  their  mufkets  at  the  cubbs, 
and  fliot  tliem  both  dead  ;  and  in  her  retreat, 
they  alfo  wounded  the  dam,  but  not  mortally. 
It  would  have  drawn  tears  of  pity  from  any  but 
unfeeling  minds,  to  have  marked  the  affedlion- 
ate  concern  exprelTed  by  this  poor  bealf,  in  the 
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dying  moments  of  her  expiring  young.  Tho* 
flie  was  Ibrely  wounded,  and  could  but  juil 
crawl  to  the  place  where  they  lay,  llie  carried 
the  lump  of  flefli  fhe  had  fetched  away,  as  fhe 
had  done  the  others  before,  tore  it  in  pieces, 
and  laid  it  down  before  them,  and  when  fhe 
faw  that  they  refufed  to  eat,  llie  laid  her  paws 
firft  upon  one,  and  then  upon  the  other,  and 
endeavoured  to  raife  them  up.  All  this  while 
it  was  pitiful  to  hear  her  moan.  When  fhe 
found  ilie  could  no:  itir  them,  fhe  went  off,  and 
when  fhe  had  got  at  fanie  diffance,  looked  back 
and  moaned  ;  and  that  not  availing  her  to  en- 
tice them  awav,  flie  returned,  and  fmellino- 
round  them,  began  to  lick  their  wounds.  She 
went  off  a  fecond  time,  as  before,  and  having 
crawled  a  few  paces,  looked  again  behind  her, 
and  for  fome  time  i.cood  moaning.  But  fttli  her 
cubbs  not  rifmg  to  follow  her,  ihe  returned  to 
them  again,  and  with  figns  of  inexpreflible 
fondnefs,  went  round  one  and  round  the  other, 
pawing  them,  and  moaning.  Finding  at  lall 
that  they  were  cold  and  lifelefs,  fhe  raifed  her 
head  towards  the  fhip,  and,  like  Caliban  in  the 
tempefl,  growled  a  curfe  uJDon  the  murderers, 
which  they  returned  with  a  volley  of  mufket- 
balls.  She  fell  between  her  cubbs,  and  died 
licking  their  wounds.  If  what  is  related  by  a 
voyager  of  credit  in  the  lad  century  be  true 
the  filial  fondnefs  of  thefe  animals  is  no  lefs  re- 
piarkabie  than  the  maiernai.  The  young  ones, 
L  2  V        fays 
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fays  he,  kef  o  conftantly  clofe  to  the  old  ones. 
We  oblerved  that  two  young  ones  and  an  old 
one  would  not  leave  one  another,  for  if  one  ran 
away,  it  turned  back  again  immediately,  as 
ibon  as  it  did  hear  the  others  in  danger,  as  if  it 
would  come  to  help  them.  The  old  one  ran  to 
the  young  one,  and  the  young  one  to  the  old 
one ;  and  rather  than  they  would  leave  one 
another,  they  would  fuffer  themfelves  to  be 
all  killed. 

Friday  the  6th,  the  weather  calm,  but  fog- 
gy, and  the  winds  variable;  they  difcovered 
that  the  drift  of  the  fhip,  with  the  whole  body 
of  ice,  inclined  fall  to  the  eaftward  ;  and  that 
they  were  already  embayed  in  the  very  middle 
of  the  feven  iflands.  They  therefore  fent  off 
the  pilots  of  both  Ihips,  with  a  party  of  failors, 
to  the  northernmoft  ifland,  to  fee  what  difco- 
veries  could  be  made  from  the  promontories 
there.  They  returned  at  night,  after  a  fa- 
tiguing journey,  with  a  difmal  account,  that 
nothing  was  to  be  feen  from  thence  but  a  vaft 
continent  of  ice,  or  which  there  was  no  end ; 
and  that  the  thought  of  wintering  in  luch  a 
lituation  was  more  dreadful,  than  that  of  pe- 
rifhing  by  inftant  death. 

Saturday  7,  the  wind  fet  in  north- north-eaft, 
veered  to  the  north ;  to  the  north-eaft  and  eaft, 
piercing  cold.  This  day  the  boats  were  all 
brought  in  readinefs  on  the  ice,  fitted  with 
weather  cloaths  about  thirteen  inches  above  the 
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gunnels,  in  order  to  keep  off  the  cold  as  much 
as  poflible,  if  by  good  fortune  rhey  fliould  be 
enabled  to  launch  them  in  an  open  fea.  This 
day  was  employed  chiefly  in  boiling  provifions 
to  put  in  the  boats  for  the  intended  voyage  -,  in 
delivering  out  bags  to  the  men  to  carry  their 
bread,  and  in  packing  up  fuch  neceflarics  as 
every  one  could  take  along  with  him  •,  for  now 
every  man  was  to  be  his  own  porter,  the  necef- 
fary  provifions  and  liquors  being  found  load 
enough  for  the  boats,  and  twenty-five  days 
bread  load  enouo;h  for  each  man.  This  bein^ 
adjufted,  when  night  approached  they  were  all 
ordered  on  board  to  fleep. 

Thurfday  8,  at  fix  in  the  morning  all  hands 
were  ordered  to  turn  out,  and  a  detachment  of 
fifty  men  from  each  Ihip,  headed  by  their  re- 
fpedlive  officers,  were  appointed  to  begin  thd 
hard  tafk  of  hawling  the  launces  along  the  ice. 
The  braveft  and  gallanted:  aftions  performed 
in  war,  do  not  fo  ftrikingly  mark  the  true  cha- 
rader  of  a  fea  Commander,  as  the  readinefs  and 
alacrity  with  which  his  orders  are  obeyed  in 
times  of  imminent  danger.  Every  one  now 
ftrove  who  fhould  have  the  honour  to  be  lifted 
in  the  band  of  haulers,  of  whom  the  Commo- 
dore took  the  diredlion,  leaving  Capt.  Lut- 
wych  to  take  care  of  Doth  the  fhips,  that  if  any 
favourable  turn  fhould  happen  in  the  difpofi- 
tion  of  the  ice,  he  might  make  ufe  of  the 
remaining  part  of  both  the  crews  to  improve  it. 

Upon 
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Upon  a  general  confultation  of  officers,  pre- 
vious to  this  undertaking,  it  had  been  agreed, 
and  an  order  ifllied  accordingly,  that  no  perfon 
on  board,  of  whatever  rank,  (hould  encumber 
himfelf  with  more  cloaths  than  what  he  wore 
upon  his  back.  Upon  this  occafion,  therefore, 
the  oiHcers  drcfled  themfelves  in  flannels,  and 
the  common  men  put  on  the  cloaths  which 
the  officers  had  thrown  off.  it  was  inconceiva- 
bly laughable  to  fee  thefe  motley  bands  yoked 
in  their  new  harnefs ;  and,  to  fay  the  truth, 
there  was  not  one  folemn  face  among  the  two 
companies.  That  headed  by  the  Commodore 
drew  ftoutly  for  the  honour  of  their  leader,  and 
that  headed  by  their  Lieutenants  had  their  mu- 
fic  to  play  to  them,  that  they  might  dance  it 
away,  and  keep  pace  with  the  Commander  in 
chief.  Indeed  the  officers  v/ho  headed  them 
were  defervedly  beloved  as  well  as  their  Com- 
manders, particularly  Lieutenant  Beard,  whofe 
ileady  and  uniform  condud  in  times  of  the 
greateft  danger,  cannot  be  fufficiently  admired 
or  applauded.  Neither  fwayed  by  paffion,  nor 
dilconcerted  by  the  fudden  embarraffments  that 
often  intervened,  his  conduft  was  always  calm, 
and  his  orders  refolute.  He  never  was  heard, 
during  the  whole  voyage  on  the  moft  preffing 
emergencies,  to  enforce  his  commands  with  an 
oath,  or  to  call  a  failor  by  any  other  than  his 
ufual  name  -,  and  fo  fenfible  were  they  of  his 
jnanly  behaviour,  that,  when  the  fhip  was  paid 

of 
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off  at  Deptford,  they  were  only  prevented  by 
his  moft  earneft  requeft  from  ftripping  them- 
felves  to  their  fliirts,  to  cover  the  (treets  with 
their  cloaths,  that  he  might  not  tread  in  the 
dirt  in  going  to  take  coach. 

In  fix  hours,  with  the  Licmoft  efforts  of  hu- 
man labour,  they  had  only  proceeded  a  fingle 
mile ;  and  now  it  was  time  for  them  to  dine, 
and  recruit  their  almoft  exhaullcd  fpirits.  As 
the  Commodore  had  laboured  with  them,  it 
was  in  charader  that  he  Ihould  dine  with  them 
alfo ;  and  an  accident  happened  that  made  it 
neceffary  for  him  fo  to  do.  The  Cook,  with. 
his  mates,  (who  were  bringing  the  Commodore 
and  the  officers  their  dinners  under  covers)  to 
keep  out  the  cold  after  coming  from  a  v/arm 
fire- fide,  had  made  a  little  too  free  with  the 
brandy  bottle  before  they  kt  our,  and  before 
they  had  got  half  way  to  the  lances,  the  liquor 
began  to  operate ;  the  Cooks  were  fometimes 
very  near  boarding  each  other,  fometimes  they 
hauled  off,  and  fometimes  fleered  right  a- head. 
At  length  coming  to  a  chafm,  or  parting  of  the 
ice,  which  they  were  obliged  to  leap,  down  came 
the  mafter  Cook,  with  difh,  cover,  meat  and  ail ; 
and  what  was  Hill  worfe,  though  it  was  not  then 
thought  of  much  value,  the  Commodore's 
common  fervice  of  plate,  which  the  Cook  car- 
ried for  the  officers  to  dine  on,  fell  in  the  chafn, 
and  inftantly  funk  to  the  bottom.  This  acci- 
dent brought  the  Cook  a  little  to  himicif,  and 

he 
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he  now  ftood  paufing  whether  he  fhould  jump 
down  the  gulph  after  the  plate,  or  proceed  to 
the  Commodore  to  beg  mercy  and  make  his 
apology.  His  mates  perfuaded  him  to  the  lat- 
ter, as  the  Commodore  was  a  kind  hearted 
gemman,  and  would  never  take  a  man's  life 
away  for  a  flip  on  the  ice.  Befides,  it  was  a 
great  jump  for  a  fat  man,  and  Commodore, 
they  were  fure,  had  rather  lole  all  the  plate  in 
the  great  cabin,  than  lofe  Cookie.  Comforted 
a  little  by  this  fpeech,  the  Cook  proceeded, 
but  let  his  mates  go  on  firft  with  what  remained, 
to  carry  the  tidings  of  what  befell  the  reft. 
When  the  Commodore  had  heard  the  (lory,  he 
judged  how  it  was  with  them  all.  But  where 
is  the  Cook,  faid  he  to  the  mates  ?  He's  crying 
behind,  an  pleafe  your  Honour.  In  the  mean 
time  the  Cook  came  up.  Cook,  faid  the  Com- 
modore, bring  me  your  dinner.  I  will  dine 
to-day  with  my  comrades.  My  dinner !  Ay, 
a  pound  of  the  fiefli  nexc  my  heart,  if  your 
Honour  likes  it.  The  promptnefs  of  the  reply 
fhewed  the  fmcerity  of  the  Cook's  good-will, 
and  pleafed  the  Commodore  better  than  a  feaft 
upon  turtle.  He  difmiffcd  him  with  a  fmile, 
and  partook  with  the  officers  in  what  was  left, 
who  made  up  their  dinners  w'lih  a  mefs  from 
the  common  men. 

They  had  juft  begun  to  renew  their  labour, 
when  word  was  brought,  that  the  whole  body 
of  ice  had  changed  its  fituation,  and  was  mov- 
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ing  to  the  weftward  ;  that  the  fhips  were  both 
a-float ;  and  that  the  ice  was  parting.     The  joy 
Which  this  news  diffuled  through  the  two  com- 
panies of  hawlers  is  eaficr  to  conceiv^e  than  ex- 
prefs.     They  inftantly  fhook  off  their  harnefs, 
ran  to  affift  in   working  the  Ihips,  and  once 
more   to   refume   their   proper   employments. 
When  they  arrived  at  the  (hips.  Captain  Lut- 
wych,  who  was  no  lefs  beloved  by  his  men  than 
the  Commodore,  had   by  his  example  and  his 
judicious  directions  done  wonders.     Both  fhips 
were  not  only  a-float,  with  their  fails  fet,  but 
adlually  cut  and  warped  through  the  ice  near 
half  a  mile*     This  ray  of  hope,  however,  was 
foon  darkened ;  the  body  of  ice  fuddenly  af- 
fumed  its  former  diredion  to  the  eaftward,  and 
cloftd  upon  them  again  as  fall  as  ever.     While 
the  fhips  remained  in  the  ice-dock,  they  were 
lafhed   together  for  their  greater  fecurity,  but 
now  being  launched  and  a-float,  the  ice  prefTed 
upon  them  with  fuch  weight,  that  it  was  every 
moment  expelled  that  the  hawfer  would  break 
that  held  them  together ;  orders  were  therefore 
given,  that  the  hawfer  fhould  be  flackened,  and 
the  fhips  releafed. 

For  the  remainder  of  the  evening,  and  till 
two  in  the  morning,  the  drift  continued  eaft- 
ward, and  all  that  while  the  fhips  were  in  dan- 
ger pi"  being  crufhed  by  the  clofing  of  the 
channel  in  which  they  rode.  They  had  now- 
drifted  two  miles  to  the  eaftward  -,  the  men  were 
V »  M  worn 
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worn  out  with  fatigue  in  defending  the  Ihrps 
with  their  ice-poles  from  being.engulphed  ;  and 
now  nothing  but  fcenes  of  horror  and  perdition 
appeared  before  their  eyes.  But  the  Omnipo- 
tent, in  the  very  moment,  when  every  hope  of 
deliverance  from  their  own  united  endeavours 
had  relinquiihed  them,  interpofed  in  their  fa- 
vours, and  caufed  the  winds  to  blow,  and  the 
ice  to  part  in  an  aftonifhing  manner,  rending 
and  cracking  with  a  tremendous  noife,  furpaffing 
that  of  tlie  loudeft  thunder.  At  this  very  in- 
ftant  the  whole  continent  of  ice,  which  before 
was  extended  beyond  the  reach  of  fight  from 
the  higheft  mountains,  moved  togethe-r  in  va-* 
rious  dirediens,  fplitting  and  dividing  into  vafb 
bodies,  and  forming  hills  and  plains  of  various 
figures  and  dimenfions.  Ail  hearts  were  now 
again  revived,  and  the  profped  o-f  being  once 
more  releafed  from  the  frozen  chains  of  the 
north  infpired  the  men  with  frefli  vigour. 
Every  officer  and  every  idler  on  board  laboured 
now  for  life.  The  fails  were  all  fpread,  that 
the  fhips  might  have  the  full  advantage  of  the 
breeze  to  forc€  them  through  the  channels  that 
were  already  opened,  and  to  help  them,  like 
wedges,  to  rend  the  cleft-s  that  were  but  juft 
cracking. 

"While  the  major  part  of  the  crews  were  em- 
ployed in  warping  the  fhips  with  ice-anchors, 
axes,  faws  and  poles,  a  party  from  both  Ihips 
l^j;re  difpatchcd  to  launcl>  the  boa^s.     This  was 

no 
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.no  eafy  tafk  to  accomplilh.  The  ice,  though 
Iplit  in  many  thoufand  pieces,  was  yet  frozen 
like  an  ifland  round  the  lances,  and  though  it 
was  of  no  great  extent,  yet  the  boatu  were  of  a 
weight  hardly  to  be  moved  by  the  fmall  force 
that  could  be  fpared  to  launch  them.  They 
were  befides,  by  the  driving  of  the  ice,  at  more 
than  five  miles  diltance  from  the  (hips ;  and  at 
this  time  no  channels  of  communication  were 
yet  opened.  But  Providence  was  manifeft  even 
on  this  occafion ;  for  the  illand  on  which  the  lan- 
ces flood,  parted  while  the  men  were  hauling 
them,  and  h^  that  lucky  circumflance  they 
were  launched  with  great  facility,  without  the 
lofs  of  a  man,  though  the  ice  cracked,  as  it 
Avere,  under  their  feet. 

-s  -  The  people  on  board  had  not  been  able  to 
force  their  way  with  the  fhips  much  more  than 
a  mile,  when  the  party  in  the  lances  joined 
ihemi  .  And  now,  excited  by  what  curiofity  or 
inftind  is  not  eafy  to  determine,  feveral  bears 
came  pofting  over  the  ice  to  be  fpe(5lators  of 
their  departure,  and  advanced  fo  near  the  lliips, 
that  they  might  have  been  eafily  maftered,  had 
not  the  men  been  more  fcrioufly  employed. 

This  day  they  altered  their  foundings  from 
thirty  to  fifty  fathoms,  and  from  fifty  to  eighty 
and  eighty-five  fathoms. 

The  breeze  continuing  frefh  from  eafl- 
fouth-eaft  and  eaft,  the  ice  feemed  to  open  as 
{i&.  as  it  had  before  clofcd  when  the  wind  blew 
L.-,,;  M  2  wefterly. 


84  VOYAGE  to  the  "North-East. 
wefterly,  and  from  the  north  ;  a  ftrong  pre- 
fumptive  proof  of  land  to  the  eaftward,  which 
flopping  the  current  of  the  loofe  ice  in  driving 
from  the  north  and  weft,  clofes  it  in  courfe,  and 
renders  it  compaft.  On  the  contrary,  when 
the  wind  blows  off  the  land,  and  the  current 
fets  to  the  fea,  the  loofe  ice  being  no  longer  op- 
pofed,  difperfes  itfelf  again  in  the  ocean,  where 
it  again  floats,  till  the  fame  caufe  produces  the 
fame  efFe6t.  If  therefore  the  land  which  our 
voyagers  faw  on  the  30th,  and  which  they 
could  not  determine  with  certainty  to  be  an 
ifland,  fhould,  upon  fome  future  occafion,  be 
difcovered  to  be  a  continent,  then  the  clofing 
of  the  loofe  ice  fo  fuddenly  about  the  /even 
ijlands,  and  its  crouding  one  piece  upon  ano- 
ther to  a  great  height,  when  violently  agitated 
by  tempefls  from  the  north  or  weft,  will  be  ful- 
ly and  naturally  accounted  for. 

Tuefday  the  10th,  about  two  in  the  morn- 
ing, the  fog  being  thick,  and  the  weather 
calm,  and  the  men  vefy  much  fatigued,  tliey 
were  ordered  to  their  quarters,  to  refrefti  them- 
felves  with  fleep.  It  was,  befides,  very  cold, 
and  much  rain  fell ;  and  as  the  wind  was  va- 
riable, they  could  make  but  little  progrefs. 
The  ice,  in  the  morning  early,  feemed  rather  to 
elofe  upon  them,  than  to  divide ;  and  being 
apprehenfive  for  their  boats,  they  attempted  to 
hoift  the  lances  on  board,  but  that  belonging 
^0  the  Carcafe,  being  cither  too  unweiidy,  or 
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the  men  too  much  fatigued  to  effed  it,  they 
flung  her  to  the  (hip's  fide. 

About  eight  the  breeze  fprung  up  frefli  from 
the  north-eaft,  exceedingly  cold,  but  opening 
the  ice  to  the  weftward.  They  then  made  all 
the  fail  they  could,  driving  with  the  loofening 
ice,  and  parting  it  wherever  it  was  moveable 
with  their  whole  force.  Towards  noon  they  loft 
fight  of  the  Seven  IJlands.  And  in  a  very  little 
while  after,  to  their  great  joy,  Spitfberge'n  was 
feen  from  the  maft-head. 

Wednefday  ii,  the  men  who,  with  hard 
labour,  cold  and  watching,  were  much  difpi- 
rited,  on  the  profped  of  a  fpeedy  deliverance, 
and  feeing  the  ice  no  longer  adhere  in  immove- 
able bodies,  began,  after  a  little  refreHimenr, 
to  refume  their  wonted  chearfulnefs.  They  had 
not  till  the  fecond  clofing  of  the  ice,  after  the 
attempt  to  dig  a  paffage  through  it  had  proved 
ineffediual,  and  that  the  hauling  the  lancea 
had  been  tried  with  little  better  fuccefs,  difco- 
vered  the  lead  defpondency.  But  when  they 
had  exerted  their  utmoft  efforts,  and  Provi- 
dence^ which  at  firfl  feemed  to  fecond  their  en- 
deavours, appeared  to  have  forfaken  them  ; 
when  their  pilots  had  filled  their  minds  with 
the  terrors  of  their  fituation  -,  and  their  officers 
had  given  the  (hips  and  their  moft  valuable 
effefts  over  for  loft,  the  men  then  began  to  re* 
flecl  on  the  hardftiips  they  were  likely  to  fuffer, 
and  to  be  impreffed  with  the  fenfe  of  their  com- 
mon 
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mon  danger.  Their  apprehenfions,  hovveverj 
were  but  *emporary.,  and  the  moment  they 
were  releafed  from  their  icey  prifon,  and  that 
they  were  within  fight  of  a  clear  fea,  their  for- 
row  was  changed  to  mirth,  and  their  melan- 
choly to  rejoicing.  -Feftivity  and  jolity  took 
place  of  abftinsnee  and  gloomy  apprehenfions ; 
apd  before  they  arriyed  at  Spitfbergen,  there 
was  not  a  failor  on  board  with  a  ferious  face. 
•  The  ice  that  had  parted  from  the  main  body, 
they  had  now  time  to  admire.  As  it  no  longer 
obftrucled  their  co-wrfe,  the  various  fhapes  in 
which  the  broken/fr^gments  appeared,  were 
indeed  very  cuvious  and  amufing.  Qne  re- 
markable piece  defcribed  a  magnificent  arch  fo 
large  and  cpmpkatly  formed,  that  a  floop  of 
iionfiderable. burden  might  have  failed  through 
it  without  lowering  her  maft;  another  reprer 
Rented  a  church  with  windows  and  pillars,  and 
dome?  i-and  a  third,  a  table  with,  icjcles  hang- 
ing round  it  li]c€  the  fringes  of.  a,  daai^fk  clpth. 
Aiifcaile  imagination  might  here  find  enter* 
taiRmenfc  enoughs  for,  ,as  lias  already  been  ob- 
ferved,  :the  fimiUtude  of  all  that  art  or  nature 
has  everyet  produced,  might  here  be  fancied, 
i  They  continue(^  working  all  this  day  through 
the  loofc  ice,  ,  ^lacluit's  Headland  bearing 
fouth  thirty-nine  weft>  aqd  in  their  courfe  law  a 
Putch  Greenlandmanin  the  fouth-weit  quarter* 
Thuriday  the  12th,  they  cleared  the  ice,  and 
bore  away  with  .ail  fails  let  for  the  harbour  of 

Smsar- 
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Smearingburg,  in  which  they  had  before  caft 
anchor.  At  two  in  the  afternoon  they  anchor- 
ed in  North  Bay,  the  north  part  of  Vogle 
Sound  bearing  north  forty-five  eaft,  diftancc 
about  four  miles.  At  half  afte^-  four  the  Com- 
modore made  the  fignal  to  weigh  ;  and  at  half 
pad  nine,  came  to  an  anchor  in  their  former  fta- 
tion,  where  they  found  four  Dutch  Greenland- 
men  lying  in  readinefs  to  depart.  Thefe  Dutch- 
men acquainted  the  Commodore,  that  all  the 
Englifh  fifhing  fliips  fet  fail  on  the  loch  of 
July,  the  day  to  which  they  are  obliged  by  con- 
traft,  to  ftay  to  entitle  their  owners  to  receive 
the  bounty- money,  allowed  by  Parliament  foir 
the  encouragement  of  that  fifliery. 

About  the  fame  time  the  greateil  part  of  th6 
Dutch  fet  fail  likewife  from  Spitfb*ergen,  on 
their  voyage  homej  but  it  is  a  pradlice  with 
thefe  laft,  to  take  it  by  turns  to  wait  till  the  fe- 
verity  of  the  weather  obliges  them  to  leave  the 
coaft,  in  order  to  pick  up  fuch  men  as  may  by 
accident  have  loft  their  fhips  in  the  ice-,  and 
who,  notwithllanding,  may  have  had  the  good 
fortune  to  fave  their  lives  by  means  of  their 
boats.  This  is  a  very  humane  inftitution,  and 
does  credit  to  the  Dutch  Government.  Did 
{he  Britilh  Government  bear  an  equal  regard  for 
individuals,  fo  many  valuable  lubje6ts  would 
never  be  fuffered  to  migrate,  as  now  annually 
hire  fhips  to  convey  themfelves  to  feek  their 
fortunes  in  new  iettlements..  it  is  eftimated, 
:    r  thit 
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that  twelve  thoufand  at  leafl:  are  yearly  Ihipt 
'  off  from  Ireland,  and  not  many  lefs  from  Eng- 
land and  Scotland,  yet  no  meafures  arc  thought 
neceffary  to  be  taken  to  retain  them  at  home. 

The  turn  of  waiting  at  Spitfbergen  falls  an- 
nually to  the  lot  of  about  five  Dutch  fhips, 
.who  are  obliged  to  fend  out  their  boats  daily  in 
learch  of  their  unfortunate  fellow  fubjects; 
ibme  of  thefe  boats  have  themfelves  fuffered 
feverely,  and  have  been  detained  feven  or  eight 
days  by  fevere  weather  in  thefe  excurfions,  to 
the  great  anxiety  of  their  friends. 

The  day  of  our  voyagers  return  to  Smearing- 
burg  Harbour  being  fine,  the  Commodore  or- 
dered a  tent  to  be  raifed  on  the  lower  point  to 
the  fouth-weft,  v/here  there  was  a  level  plain 
for  the  fpace  of  two  miles,  and  where  all  the 
mathematical  apparatus  were  again  taken  oil 
fliore  for  a  fecond  trial. 

They  found,  on  the  examination  of  the  vi- 
bration of  the  pendulum,  that  it  difi'ered  fromt 
that  at  Greenwich  by  Harrifon's  time-keeper» 
only  two  fcconds  in  forty-eight  hours  j  which 
time-keeper,  at  their  arrival  at  Greenwich,  varied 
only  one  fecond  and  a  half  from  the  time-pieces 
at  the  obfervatory  there.  Mr.  Robinfon,  who 
was  articled  toCommodore  Phipps,  from  Chri(l*s 
Hofpital,  and  who  does  honour  to  that  noble 
foundation,  was  particularly  careful  to  note  th& 
relult  of  all  the  obfervations  that  were  made  in; 
this  high  latitude.  - 

The 
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The  ovens  were  alfo  here  taken  on  fhore, 
and  a  confiderable  quantity  of  good  fof'c  bread 
baked  for  the  refrefhment  of  the  men. 

Hacluit's  Headland,  of  which  mention  has 
been  frequently  made  in  the  courfe  of  this  voy- 
age, is  an  ifland  on  the  north-weft  point  of 
Spitfbergen,  about  fifceen  miles  in  circumfer- 
ence, on  which  is  found  plenty  of  fcurvy-gra*; 
and  in  the  valleys,  fome  of  which  extend  from 
two  to  three  miles,  there  is  flore  of  other  o-rafs  in 
fummer,  on  which  the  deer  is  fuppofed  to  feed. 

The  people  were  now  fully  employed  in  over^ 
hauling  the  rigging,  tarring  the  Ihips  fides, 
taking  in  water,  peying  and  fecuring  the  mafts, 
and  in  preparing  the  fbips  for  purfuincr  their 
voyage  upon  difcovery  ;  or,  if  that  was  found 
impradicable,  for  returning  home. 

On  the  1 6th,  two  of  the  Dutch  Ihips  weighed 
anchor,  and  failed  away  in  company. 

On  the  17th,  vaft  pieces  of  broken  ice,  fup- 
pofed to  have  fallen  from  the  Icebergs,  came 
floating  into  harbour.  When  thefe  pieces, 
which-  are  undermined  by  the  continual  agita- 
tion of  the  fea  in  ftormy  weather,  lofe  their 
■fupport,  they  tumble  with  a  crack  that  fur- 
pafTes  the  loudeft  thunder-,  but  they  were  told, 
that  no  other  thunder  was  ever  heard  in  this 
latitude. 

The  aftivity  and  enterprizing  fpirit  of  the 

RuiTi-ans  already  noticed,  begin  to  manifeft  it- 

fclf  ^vcry  where,  and  it  is  not  improbable,  but 

"■  N  that 
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that  the  maritime  powers  may  one  day  or  other 
have  caufe  to  repent  their  emulation  in  con- 
tributing to  aggrandize  the  naval  power  of  that 
increafing  people.  The  dominions  of  the  Ruf- 
fian empire,  are  fituated  to  command  the  trade 
of  the  univerfe  ;  they  are  now  adually  erefling 
a  yard  for  building  Ihips  at  Kampfchatka,  to 
ifhprove  their  difcoveries  from  that  quarter,  and 
to  open  a  trade  from  thence  to  China.  They 
have  attempted  to  fettle  colonics,  as  our  voy- 
agers were  told,  on  the  fouthernmoft  diftrids 
of  Spitfbergen,  and  thofe  of  the  new  fettlers, 
who  furvived  the  firft  winter,  were  preparing 
to  encounter  the  rigour  of  the  climate  in  a  fe- 
cond.  This  can  only  be  done  by  way  of  expe- 
riment, to  try  if  a  fcttlement  is  pradicable,  for 
thofe  now  fent  are  faid  to  be  criminals. 

During  the  fix  days  which  the  (hips  anchored 
here  to  make  obfervartions,  take  in  water,  re- 
frefh  the  men,  and  refit,  our  journalift  made 
feveral  excurfions  to  the  adjoining  iflands,  where 
the  birds  appeared  in  aftonifliing  numbers ;  it 
being  the  feafon  for  bringing  forth  their  young, 
and  teaching  them  to  fly,  and  to  dive. 

Of  all  the  birds  that  breed  in  thefe  iflands, 
the  burgermafter  is  the  largeft,  and  the  moil 
ravenous ;  he  is  fo  called  by  the  Dutch,  from 
his  fize  and  his  authority,  as  he  holds  all  the 
other  birds  in  fubjeftion.  His  bill  is  long  and 
crooked,  rather  like  that  of  the  ftork,  than 
t"hat  of  the  hawk,  and  is  of  a  yellow  colour. 

He 
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He  has  a  red  ring  about  his  eyes  -,  is  web  foot- 
ed, but  has  but  three  claws  on  each  foot.  His 
wings  are  of  a  beautiful  pearl  colour,  edged 
with  white  ;  his  back  a  filver  grey  ;  his  body 
white  as  fnow,  and  his  tail  of  the  fanie  colour, 
which  when  he  flies  he  fpreads  like  a  fan.  He 
builds  his  neft  very  high  in  the  rocks,  inaccefli- 
ble  either  to  bears  or  foxes.  Pie  preys  upon 
all  the  other  birds,  and  eats  tiie  carrion  of  filh 
or  fielh,  or  whatever  comes  in  his  way.  His 
cry  is  horrible,  and  when  he  fcreams,  the  mal- 
Icmuch,  a  bird  as  large  as  a  duck,  is  fo  much 
intimidated,  that  fhe  will  fink  down,  and  fufter 
him  to  devour  her  without  oppofition. 

Our  journalift  found  it  very  dangerous  to 
purfuehis  way  over  the  hills  and  precipices  in 
this  rugged  country.  The  clefts  on  the  moun- 
tains arc  like  thofe  in  the  ice  frequently  impaf- 
fable ;  but  they  are  abundantly  more  hazar- 
dous, being  fometimes  concealed  under  the 
fnow,  fo  that  a  traveller  is  engulphed  before  he  is 
aware.  Many  have  been  entombed  in  thefe  clefts; 
and  perilhed  in  the  hearing  of  their  compa- 
nions, without  a  poflibility  of  relief.  To  a 
contemplative  mind,  however,  even  the  defor- 
mities of  nature,  are  not  unpleafing,  the  wif- 
dom  of  the  Creator  being  manifeft  in  all  his 
works. 

On  the  19th  of  Auguft  the  fliips  unmoored, 
and  on  the  twentieth  they  cleared  the  harbour. 
The^  found  the  tide  to  flow  north- caft  and 
.*  N  ^  fouth'i 
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fouth-weft,  and  to  rife  three  feet  feven  inches 
perpendicular  height. 

On  the  22d  they  again  found  themfelves  be- 
fet  with  loofe  ice.  They  were  then  in  latitude 
80  degrees  14  minutes  north,  longitude  5  de- 
grees 44  minutes  eaft. 

On  the  2  2d  they  had  a  heavy  fea  from  the 
fouth-weft  quarter. 

On  the  23d  the  Carcafe,  being  a  heavier 
failer  than  the  Race  Horfe,  loft  fight  of  the 
Commodore,  and  fired  a  fix- pounder,  which 
was  anfwered.  In  the  evening  they  came  in 
fight,  and  purfued  their  courfe  with  favourable 
weather,  and  without  any  thing  worthy  of  no- 
tice happening  till 

September  5,  when,  being  clear  and  calm 
vyeather,  the  Commodore  founded,  and  found 
ground  with  feven  hundred  fathoms,  very  foft 
mud.  The  people  were  employed  eight  hours  in 
heaving  up  the  lead  with  the  capftan.  At  three 
in  the  morning  the  fun  rifen,  took  the  ampli- 
tude, and  found  the  variation  to  be  22  degrees 
53  minutes  weft. 

September  7,  at  five  in  the  afternoon,  they 
had  heavy  fqualls,  with  rain  j  at  {even  in  the 
morning  moderate  weather.  This  day,  in  60 
degrees  15  minutes  weft,  they  found  their  lon- 
gitude, corredled  by  oblervation  of  fun  and 
moon,  to  be  5  degrees  59  minutes  eaft.  Lon-- 
gitude  by  time-keeper  4  degrees  45  minutes 
e^ft  J  a  very  remarkable  diiference. 

The 
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The  fliips  purfued  their  courle  home  in  com- 
pany together,  with  high  feas  and  variable  wea- 
ther, till 

Sept.  ir,  when,  at  half  after  ten,  the  night 
dark,  and  the  weather  moderate,  the  wind  all 
at  once  veered  to  the  fouthward,  and  a  ftrono- 
gale  with  a  great  Tea  came  on.  The  fhips 
parted,  and  never  more  came  in  fight  till  they 
met  off  Harwich,  on  the  Englifli  coaft. 

Our  journalifl:  being  on  board  the  Carcafe, ' 
can   now  only  relate   what  happened  to  that 
(loop,  till  her  arrival  in  the  River  Thames. 

When  the  gale  came  on,  the  Commodore's 
lights  not  appearing,  the  Carcafe  fired  a  fix- 
pounder,  but  that  fliot  not  being  returned  by 
the  Race  Horfe,  it  was  concluded,  that  the 
Commodore  was  at  too  great  a  diftance  to  hear 
the  fignal.  At  four  in  the  morning  the  gale  in- 
creafing,  they  clofe  reefed  the  top-fails,  and 
employed  all  hands  in  lafhing  and  fecuring  the 
boats  and  booms,  and  preparing  to  withftand 
the  threatening  ftorm.  At  this  time  they  were 
in  lat.  P)']  deg.  44  min.  north  •,  the  Naze  of 
Norway  bearing  fouth  eighty-eight  eaft,  diftant 
thirty-one  leagues. 

Sunday,  September  12,  frelli  gales,  with  fre- 
quent (bowers  of  rain  ;  handed  gib  and  (lay- 
fail  ;  at  two  in  the  afternoon  hard  fqualls  and 
violent  (bowers  of  rain  -,  handed  fore  and  mizen 
top-fail;  faw  a  fail  to  fouthward  ftanding  to 
eaftward  ;  cloudy  and  obfcure  fky  ♦,  at  itn  at 

night 
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night  came  on  fuddcnly  a  very  heavy  fquall ; 
handed  all  the  top-fails ;  ftrong  gale,  with  fe- 
vere  ihowers  of  rain.     At  midnight  blowing  a 
violent  ftorm  of  wind,  reefed  and  handed  the 
main-fail  and  fore- fail ;  lowered  down  the  lower 
yards,  balanced  the  mizen,  and  laid  the  fhip 
too  under  it,  with  her  head  to  the  weftward  ; 
the  fea  making  a  free  paflage  over  the  fhip. 
Shipped  fuch  heavy  feas,  waihed  all  the  provifi- 
ons  and  cafks  that  were  lalhed  on  the  deck, 
over  board  •,  kept  two  pumps  continually  go- 
iw^  i  obliged  to  fkuttle  the  boats,  to  prevent 
their  being  waflied  over-board.     At  four  in  the 
morning  Ihipped  fuch  heavy  feas,  as  vvalhed  all 
the  booms  and  fpars  that  had   been   with   all 
poffible  care  fecured  on  the  deck,  over-board. 
The  faip  moftly  under  water.     No  fight  of  the 
Commodore;    under   great   apprehenfions   foU 
his  fafety,  as  his  vefiel  laboured  much  more 
than  ours.     At  this  time  one  of  the  mates,  the 
carpenter,  and  a  fore- mad-man,  were  waihed 
over- board.      The    carpenter,  a   very   careful 
fober  man,  who  was  in  the  wafte,  fecuring  the 
hatches  and  flores,  was  waihed  in  and  out  at 
the  ports   three  times,  before  he  could  fecurc 
himfelf.       At   ten     in    the    morning    rather 
moderate.       Set  the   mizen -ftay-fail  ;    fwayed 
the  lower  yards  up,  and  fet  the  courfcs.     At 
half  paft   eleven,    ftrong   fqualls    and    heavy 
gufts ;  handed  both  courf&s ;  and  fettled  the 
lower  yards, 

Sep- 
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September  13,  ftrong  gales  and  Iqually.  Con- 
tinually (hipping  heavy  Teas.  At  three  in  the 
afternoon  rather  more  moderate ;  fet  reef  cour- 
fes;  fwayed  up  the  lower  yards,  and  fet  the 
main-top-fail.  The  fliip  now  making  no  wa- 
ter ;  at  feven  in  the  evening  fet  fore-top-fail 
and  gib  j  very  heavy  fca  from  fouth-welt 
quarter.  At  eight  in  the  evening  moderate  and 
cloudy  ;  let  the  third  reef  out  of  the  main-top- 
fail;  founded  thirty-five  fathoms  fine  brown 
fand.  At  one  in  the  morning  light  airs,  hazey 
weather,  and  great  fea.  Wore  fhip,  and  flood 
to  weftvvard.  At  four  frefli  breezes,  wiih  rain. 
At  half  pad  eight  faw  a  fail  to  eaflward ;  fup- 
pofing  it  the  Commodore,  made  the  private 
fignal,  and  fired  a  fix-pounder.  At  nine  bore 
down  upon  her,  and  brought  her  to.  She 
proved  a  Hollander  from  Archangel,  bound  to 
Bremen.  Courfe  fouth  forty- two  weft,  latitude 
fifty- fix  deg.  four  min.  north. 

September  14,  ftrong  gales,  and  cloudy; 
under  reef  courfes.  At  two  in  the  afternoon 
moderate;  fet  main -top- fail.  At  three  fet  fore- 
top-fail  ;  a  great  fea  from  weftward.  At  feven 
in  the  evening  moderate  and  cloudy.  Out  the 
third  reef  of  the  main- top-fail;  uncertain  wea- 
ther ;  fqually,  and  at  times  much  rain ;  ap 
three  great  fog.  This  day,  at  noon,  Flambo- 
rough-head  fouth  forty-fix  weft,  diftance  thirty 
leagues. 

September 
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September  15,  light  breezes,  and  clear 
weather  •,  out  all  reefs,  and  fwayed  up  the 
lower  yards.  At  four  in  the  afternoon  faw  a 
fail  to  fouth-eaft  ;  bore  down,  and  brought  her 
to.  She  proved  to  be  a  Pruffian  filh^rman, 
had  been  ten  days  from  Edinburgh ;  hoifted 
out  the  fmall  cutter  j  the  fecond  Lieutenant 
went  on  board  of  her,  and  bought  a  fine  cargo 
of  fifli.  At  five  the  boat  returned  ;  we  hoified 
her  on  board,  with  plenty  of  mackarel  and 
herrings.  Made  fail,  and  flood  to  fouth-wcfl ; 
founded  every  half  hour  ;  found  from  thirteen 
to  fifteen,  and  eighteen  fathoms,  fine  brown 
fand,  mixed  with  black  (hells.  At  feven  in 
the  evening  took  the  firft  reef,  and  hauled  in  the 
top-fails  ;  frelh  gales,  and  cloudy.  At  two  in  the 
morning  deepened  in  water  to  twenty  fathom. 
Took  in  fecond  reef  of  the  top-fails ;  tacked 
Ihip,  and  flood  to  north-weiL  At  five  in  the 
morning  got  into  fifteen  fathom  -,  and  at  feven 
into  ten.  At  nine  in  the  morning  clofe  reefed 
the  top-iails,  and  at  ten  handed  them ;  very 
frefli  gale,  and  violent  rain. 

September  16,  rather  more  moderate;  fee 
the  main-top-fail ;  fqually,  with  rain ;  a  con- 
fufed  fea  from  weft-north-wefl.  At  five  in  the 
afternoon  foundings  from  five  to  twelve,  from 
twenty-fcven  to  thirty-two  and  thirty-four  fa- 
thoms, fine  brown  fand,  black  fpecks,  frefh 
gales,  and  cloudy.  At  eight  took  in  firft  and 
fecond  reefs  of  top-fails ;  at  eleven   at  night 

clofe 
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clofe  reefed  the  main  and  fore-top-fail,  and 
handed  tlic  mizen  -,  frefh  gales,  and  cloudy 
weather.  At  four  in  the  morning  (hoaled  water 
to  twenty- two  fathoms  •,  brown  fand  and  broken 
fhells.  At  five  faw  feveral  fiil  to  north-weft  ; 
fired,  and  brought  one  of  them  to.  At  eight 
Ihook  the  firft  and  fccond  reefs  out  of  the  top- 
fail  ;  hove  down  upon  a  floop,  which  came 
from  Gravcfend.;  took  on  board  the  mafter,  as 
a  pilot  to  carry  the  (hip  through  Yarmouth 
Roads  ;  put  on  board  one  man  in  his  room., 
and  ordered  his  velTel  to  follow  us.  Stood  to 
the  fouthward. 

September    17,  frefh    breezes,    and   cloudy 
weather;  kept  the  lead  going  every  half  hour; 
found  our  founding  from  ten  to  twelve  fathoms, 
fine  brown  fand.     At  fix  in  the  afternoon  frefli 
gales ;  clofe   reefed    the  main-top-fail;  found- 
ings from  ten  to  fixteen  fathom  ;  broken  fhells 
and  large  ftones.     At  fcven  clofe  reefed  the 
main-top-fail ;    kept  a  light  in  the  poop-Ian* 
thorn  for  the  floop.     At  ten  ftrong  gales ;  hand- 
ed the  top-fails  ;  laid   her  to   under  the  main- 
fail  ;  handed  the  fore-fail.     At  eleven  at  night 
got  into  five  fathom ;  but  deepened   to  eight, 
nine,  and  ten  fathom,  brown  find.     Loll:  l%ht 
ot  the   fifhing  veffel ;  fired    fc^veral  guns,  and 
made  a  fignal  in  the  mizen- Ihroud.     On  fctting 
the  fore -top-fail  ftacil,  it  blew  to  pieces;  bene 
a  new  one.     A  violent  gale  of  wind  ;  fnipped 
a  great  quantity  of  water.     At  four  rather  mo- 
O  derate ; 
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derate ;  fet  the  fore-fail.  At  midnight  fet  clofe ; 
reefed  top-fails.  At  half  paft  fix  tacked  -,  at 
feven  faw  the  fifhing  veflel;  bore  down  and 
•fpoke  with  her,  who  had  fplit  her  main-fail  in 
the  nio^ht.  At  ten  faw  the  land  bearing  fouth- 
wefl  by  weft,  and  fouth  and  by  weft.  At  eleven 
being  clear  and  moderate  weather,  ftiook  all 
the  reefs  out  of  the  top-fails,  and  fet  the  top- 
gallant-fail •,  faw  Cromer  light-houfe,  bearing 
fouth  So  degrees  weft,  diftance  five  leagues. 

September  19,  frefh  breezes  and  clear  wea- 
ther i  bent  the  llieet-cable,  and  hauled  a  rang« 
of  the  beft  and  fmall  bower-cables  -,  bent  both 
buoy  ropes  and  buoys  to  the  anchor.     At  five 
light  breezes  and  fair;  tacked  and  ftood  to  the 
fouthward.     At  fix   tacked  and   ftood  to  the 
north-weft.     Cramer  north-weft  and  by  north 
four  miles-,  light  breezes,  and   pleafant  wea- 
ther ;  handed  in  top-gallant-fails,  and  handed 
the  main-fail.     At  feven  in  the  evening,  to  our 
great  joy,    faw    Yarmouth    Church,    bearing 
fouth-weft.     At  ten  at  night  came  to  anchor 
with  the  beft  bower  in  twelve  fathom.^  fine  fand 
and  clay ;  veered  out  to  half  a  cable,  and  hand- 
ed all  the  fails.     Winterftone  Nefs  lights  bore 
fouth  and  by  weft  four  miles.      At  two  in  the 
morning  freili   breezes  and   cloudy.     At  half 
paft  four  weighed,  and  made  fail.     Employed 
in  working  from  Winterftone  Nefs  lights,  to 
Yarmouth  Roads,  making  feveral  tacks.     At 
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feven  in  the  morning  fet  top-gallant-rails ;  at 
nine  came  to  an  anchor  in  Yarmouth  Road,  with 
beft  bovver  in  feven  fathoms  water ;  fand  and 
clay.  Yarmouth  church  ibuth  fifteen  weft, 
diftance  two  miles.  Came  on  board  a  pilot  to 
carry  the  ihip  to  the  Nore. 

September  20,  frefli  breezes  and  clear  wea  • 
ther  J  fent  down  top-gallant-yards,  and  got 
every  thing  clear  for  ftriking  tokens.  At  five 
in  the  afternoon  moored  the  fhip.  Yarmouth 
church  weft-fouth-well  two  miles. 

September  21,  frefli  gales  and  cloudy,  with 
frequent  rain.  At  four  in  the  afternoon  fent 
down  top-gallant-maft.  At  eight  in  the  morn« 
ing  fent  the  long-boat  on  (hore  for  water.  Wc 
were  this  day  vifited  by  feveral  of  the  inhabi- 
tants of  Norwich  and  Yarmouth,  who  were 
genteelly  entertained  by  the  officers,  but  wc 
could  get  no  intelligence  of  the  Commodore. 

September  23,  dark  cloudy  weather.  At 
fix  in  the  evening  fwayed  up  the  top-mail,  and 
lower  yards  ;  the  wind  veered  to  north- well, 
"we  prepared  to  unmoor.  Frefli  gales,  with 
frequent  flaflies  of  lightning.  At  feven  in  the 
morning  fet  on  top-gallant-maft,  and  began  to 
unmoor.  At  eight  veered  away  upon  the  belt 
bower,  and  took  up  the  fmall  bower-anchor. 
At  nine  weighed  and  made  fail.  At  ten  got 
up  the  top-gailant-yards,  in  company  with  fe- 
yeral  fliips. 

O  2  Saturday 
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Saturday  25,  at  five  came  to  an  anchor  in 
eleven  fathoms.  Orford  light-houfe  eaft  by 
fouth  four  miles.  This  day  fome  religious 
books  were  diftributcd  among  the  failors,  which 
had  been  fent  on  board  by  fome  pious  perfon 
for  their  particular  perufal. 

Sunday  26.  At  fix  in  the  evening  came  to 
•with  the  bed  bower  in  feven  fathoms  water  ; 
Bailey  church  weft  by  fouth.  At  two  in  the 
morning  weighed,  and  came  to  fail  •,  Harwich 
lights  north- weft  by  weft.  To  their  great  fur- 
prife,  faw  the  Race  Horfe  at  anchor.  Hoifted 
out  the  cutter,  and  Capt.  LutYv^idge  waited  on 
the  Commodore,  from  whom  he  learnt,  that 
in  the  ftorm  of  the  twelfth  they  had  all 
their  boats  waflied  over-board ;  and,  to  eafe 
the  ftiip,  were  obliged  to  heave  all  their  guns 
over-board,  except  two.  Came  to  anchor} 
Harwich  church  north- weft. 

Monday  27,  at  two  in  the  afternoon  weigh- 
ed, and  came  to  fail  in  company  vvith  the  Race 
Horfe.  At  eight  in  the  evenins;  came  to  in  the 
Swin.  At  five  in  the  morning  weighed,  in 
company  as  before.  Turning  up  the  Swin  at 
half  pall  nine,  came  to  ;  Whitaker  ^eacon 
north-north-eaft  one  mile. 

Tuefday  28,  frefti  breezes  and  cloudy  wea- 
ther. At  half  paft  three  weighed,  and  came 
to  fail.  At  half  paft  fix  came  to  with  the  bcft 
bov/er  in  fix  fathom  water  ;  Shoe  Beacon  north- 
v^eft.  At  half  paft  five  weighed,  and  came  to 
- -  '  i^il. 
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fail.  Working  to  windward  at  eleven  in  the 
forenoon,  the  Commodore's  boat  came  on  board, 
with  orders  to  proceed  to  Dcptford.  At  noon 
came  to  at  the  Nore  with  the  bed  bovver. 

Wednelliay  29,  light  breezes  and  fair  wea- 
ther. Ac  half  pad  five  we!fj;hed,  and  made 
fail.  Employed  in  working  up  the  river.  Ac 
half  pad  ten  came  10  with  the  bed  bower  ia 
the  gallions,  in  three  fathoms  water.  Wool- 
wich church  north  by  fouth  one  half  ead.'  Ac 
noon  a  hoy  came  along-fide  for  the  gunner's 
dores. 

Thurfday  30,  employed  mod  of  the  after- 
noon in  getting  out  the  guns,  and  gunner's 
dores.  At  nine  in  the  evening  weighed,  and 
came  to  fiil.  At  ten  run  foul  of  a  large  tranf- 
port,  and  carried  away  the  lar-board  mizen- 
Ihrouds,  and  part  of  the  channel.  At  one  in 
the  morning  came  to  anchor  at  Deptford. 
Warped  along-fide  the  Bedford  Hulk,  and 
moored.     At  fix  unbent  the  fails,  and  began 


to  unrig. 


Thus  ended  a  voyage,  which  feems  to  have 
determined  the  queftion  fo  much  agitated  con- 
cerning the  navigation  to  tie  north  pole,  and 
proved  what  Captain  Wood  'had  before  affcrted, 
that  no  pnira2,e  would  ever  be  found  pradticablc 
in  that  diredion. 

From  the  quantities  of  ice  which  that  naviga- 
tor met  with  in  latitude  76  north,  longitude 
'  ead,  he  concluded  indeed  erroneoufly,  that 

the 
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ihe  8oth  degree  would  bound  the  paffage  to- 
wards the  poles,  and  that  from  thence  the  polar 
region  was  either  a  continued  continent  of  Iblid 
ice,  or  that  land  filled  up  the  intermediate  fpace. 

It  has  been  found,  however,  that  thofe  feas 
are  navigable  as  far  as  between  the  cighty-firft 
and  eighty-fecond  degrees  of  latitude ;  and  it 
may  poflibly  happen,  that  in  fome  future  years, 
they  may  be  found  navigable  a  degree  or  two 
farther :  but  it  may  now  with  certainty  be  con- 
cluded, that  a  courfe  under  the  pole  can  never 
foe  purfued  for  the  purpofe  of  commerce. 

We  have  already  fhewn  inconteftibly,  that 
the  north  fea  communicates  with  the  eaftern 
fea,  and  that  the  paflage  to  China  and  Japan 
may  be  performed  with  difficulty  by  a  north- 
cafl:  courfe,  by  watching  the  opportunity,  when 
a  few  days  in  the  year  the  north  fea  is  open. 
But  who  would  think  of  expofing  a  fbip's  com- 
pany to  the  hazard  of  being  frozen  to  death  in 
A  tedious,  uncertain,  and  dangerous  paffage, 
whenafafe,  certain,  and,  one  may  fay,  fpeedy 
paffage  at  all  times  lies  open  before  them. 

From  Behring's  difcoveries  to  the  eait  of  Ja- 
pan, and  from  the  continent  he  there  met  with,, 
there  feems  reafon  to  believe,  that  the  land  ken 
by  Commodore  Phipps  to  the  eaftward  of  the  Se- 
ven Iflands,  might  be  a  continuation  of  that  con- 
tinent. In  that  cafe  it  is  not  improbable,  but 
that  either  that  continent  may  join  to  the  wcftern 
part  of  America,  or  that  it  may  extend  fouth- 

wardj 
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ward,  and  form  a  part  of  that  continent  fa 
much  ibught  after  in  the  fouthern  hemifphere. 

A  fmall  premium  of  two  or  three  thoufand 
pounds  fccured  by  Parliament,  to  be  paid  to 
the  owner  or  owners  of  any  Greenland  fifliing 
fhip,  that  fliould  be  fortunate  enough  to  difco- 
ver  fuch  a  continent  to  the  eaftward  or  north- 
ward of  the  Seven  IJlands,  might  pofllbly  have 
abetter  effefb,  than  many  expenfive  expeditions 
fitted  out  folely  for  the  purpofes  of  fuch  difco- 
very.  This,  by  a  trading  nation,  were  it  only 
to  improve  the  fcience  of  geography,  would 
furely  be  well  bedowed. 

It  is  true,  indeed,  that  the  reward  fccured 
by  parliament  for  the  difcovery  of  a  north-weft 
paffage,  has  not  yet  been  attended  with  that  fuc- 
cefs,  with  which  the  promoters  of  the  bill  had 
flattered  themfelves  and  the  public,  from  the  li- 
beral fpirit  with  which  it  was  granted. 

The  Hudfon's  Bay  Company,  though  bound 
by  their  charter  to  further  and  promote  the  dif- 
covery, were  generally  fufpefted,  from  interefted 
motives,  to  oppofe  and  difcourage  every  at- 
tempt to  accomplifli  it.  And  Captain  Mid- 
dleton,  who  in  1740  was  fent  in  a  king's  fhip 
upon  that  fervice,  returning  without  fuccef^, 
was  publicly  charged  with  having  received  a 
bribe  of  five  thoufand  pounds  to  defeat  the 
undertaking,  and  by  his  report  to  difcourage 
any  farther  attempts  in  purfuit  of  it.  This 
charge  was  flrongly   fupported;  and   generally 

credited. 
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credited.  And  Mr.  Dobbs,  by  Vv^hofe  intercfi; 
Captain  Middleton  was  employed,  had  the  ad- 
tkel's  to  prevail  with  the  then  miniilry,  to  pre  • 
elude  any  future  icheme  of  private  corruption, 
by  promoting  the  public  reward  already  men- 
tioned. 

The  preamble  to  the  a6t  will  flate  this  mat- 
ter in  the  true  light  it  lets  forth,  "  That 
*'  whereas  the  diicovery  of  a  north-weft  paf- 
*'  Cage  through  Hudfon's  Streight  to  the  weftern 
*'  ocean  would  be  of  great  benefit  and  advan- 
*'  tage  to  this  kingdom,  and  that  it  would  be 
'*  of  great  advantage  to  the  adventurers  to  at- 
"  tempt  the  fame,  if  a  public  reward  was  given 
"  to  fuch  perfons  as  fhould  make  a  perfefl  dif- 
*'  covery  of  the  faid  pafTage ;  it  is  therefore 
''  enafted,  that  if  any  fhips  or  veiTels  belong- 
"  ing  to  his  majefty's  fubjeds  (hall  find  out  and 
*'  fail  through  any  paflage  by  fea  between 
*'  Hudfon's  bay  and  the  weftern  ocean  of  Ame- 
"  rica,  the  owners  of  fuch  iliips  or  veiTels  {hall 
*'  be  entitled  to  receive  as  a  reward  for  fuch 
"  difcovcry  the  fum  of  Twenty-thousand 
"  Pounds.'*  And  as  a  farther  encouragement 
to  profecute  this  difcovery,  and  to  prevent  ob- 
ftrudions  from  interefted  perfons,  it  was  e- 
nadled,  "  that  all  perfons,  fubjecls  of  his  Ma- 
"  jefty,  refiding  in  any  place  where  the  faid 
*'  adventurers  may  come  in  the  profecution  of 
*'  this  diicovery,  fnall  give  the  faid  adventu- 
"  rers  all  afTiilance,  and  (hall  no  way  obftruft, 
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*'  moleft,  or  refufe  the  fa  id  adventurers  reafon- 
*'  able  fuccour  in  any  diflrefs  they  may  fall 
"  into  in  the  profecution  of  this  difcovery." 

Such  was  the  encouragement,  and  fuch  the 
liberal  reward  that  was  and  is  fecured  by  par- 
liament to  the  fortunate  difcoverers  of  a  north- 
weft  pafTage  to  the  great  pacific  ocean ;  a  paf- 
fage  which,  it  is  generally  believed,  would  open 
a  trade  with  nations  on  the  northern  continent 
of  America,  wholly  unknown  to  the  maritime 
powers  of  Europe,  and  iuppofed,  from  tlieir 
fituation,  to  abound  in  commodities  equally 
rare  and  precious  with  thofe  of  any  other  coun- 
try under  the  fun. 

The  fair  profpedt  of  acquiring  fame  by  en- 
larging commerce,  the  hope  of  obtaining  the 
parliamentary  reward,  and  the  defire  of  ex- 
pofmg  the  dif  ingenuity  of  Captain  Middleton, 
were  incitements  fufficient  to  prevail  with  Mr, 
Dobbs  to  follicit  the  equipment  of  two  fliips 
for  another  voyage,  which  he  made  not  the 
lead  doubt  would  find  out  the  pafTage  fo  long 
fought  for  in  vain,  and  by  the  advantages  at- 
tending the  difcovery,  exceed  the  moil  fanguine 
cxpeftacions  of  the  adventurers. 

The  command  of  this  expedition  was  given  to 
Captain  Ellis,  who,  on  the  3 id  of  May,  1746, 
paiied  Yarmouth  in  the  Dobb's  Galley,  accom- 
panied by  the  California  Sloop,  and  convoyed 
to  the  north  fea  by  the  Loo  man  of  war. 
But  in  proportion  as  Mr.  Dobbs  had  flat- 
tered the  avarice  of  the  adventurers  who  were 
to  ihare  in  the  reward,  and  had  elated  himfelf 
with  the  thoughts  of  triumphing  over  the  dif- 
grace  of  Captain  Middleton,  lo  it  happened, 
that  when  the  Ihips  returned  without  having 
effeded  any  one  thing  of  confequence,  the  cha- 
grin of  the  former  for  having  advanced  their 
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money  on  a  vifionary  projed,  and  the  mortifi- 
cation of  the  latter  in  not  being  able  to  fup- 
port  his  charge,  were  increafed  by  every  cir- 
CLimftance  that  could  aggravate  the  difappoint- 
ment.  Captain  Middleton  now  triumphed  in 
his  turn,  and  no  fliip  from  England  has  fmce 
been  induced  to  undertake  the  voyage,  not- 
withrtanding  the  greatnefs  of  the  reward. 

It  is  now,  however,  believed,  that  Govern- 
ment have  in  contemplation  another  voyage  to 
the  north,  to  which  that  of  Captain  Phipps 
was  only  the  prelude;  but  there  is  reafon  to 
conclude,  from  what  has  already  been  faid  of 
thefe  latter  attempts,  and  from  the  ill  fuccefs 
of  former  undertakings,  that  the  difcovery  of  a 
north-weft  paffage  is  not  the  fole  objcft  in  view. 
The  figure  of  the  earth,  the  phenomena  of 
the  winds,  the  variation  of  the  compafs,  and 
the  attraction  of  the  magnet,  are  points  yet 
unfettled,  of  infinite  importance  to  navigation  ; 
and  it  is  not  impoiTible,  but  that  a  more  careful 
examination  of  the  poiar  regions  may  lead  to 
the  folution  of  problems,  that  have  hitherto 
bafHed  the  enquiries  of  the  ableft  navigators. 

A  very  {lender  acquaintance  with  the  difficul- 
ties and  hardfhips  attending  northern  difcove- 
ries,  will  fully  account  for  our  knowledge 
of  the  countries  furrounding  the  pole  being 
ftill  very  imperfed.  A  brief  recapitulation  of 
the  fuff^erings  of  thofe  to  whom  we  are  mod 
indebted  for  our  information,  will  not,  we 
hope,  be  thought  an  improper  conclufion  to  a 
voyage  folely  undertaken  with  a  view  to  enlarge 
it. 

The  firfl:  who  conceived  the  idea  of  exploring 
the  northern  regions  was  Sebaftian  Cabbot. 
That  enterprizing  navigator,  long  before  Ma- 
gellan thought  of  a  pallage  to  the  pacific  ocean 
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by  the  fouth-weft,  had  made  two  voyages,  with 
a  view  to  direft  his  courle  to  the  fame  lea  by 
the  north-weft.  In  thefe  voyages,  he  difco- 
vered  Newfoundland,  the  coaft:  of  the  Efqui- 
meaux  Indians,  and  had  penetrated  as  far  as  the 
64th  degree  of  latitude,  when  a  mutiny  among 
his  men,  or  rather  an  obftinate  refufal  to  pro- 
ceed any  further,  obliged  him  to  return  ;  yet 
he  died  in  the  perfuafion  that  a  paflage  in  that 
diredtion  certainly  exifted,  and  that  he  fliould 
have  found  it  but  for  the  oppoiition  of  his 
crew. 

The  next,  who,  prepofiefled  with  the  fame 
notion,  undertook  a  voyage  for  difcoveries  to- 
wards the  north,  was  Sir  Martin  Forbifher. 
He  difcovered  Greenland,  and  in  the  latitude 
of  62  deg.  north,  pafTed  a  ftreight,  which, 
though  it  ftill  holds  a  place  in  our  maps,  has 
never  been  found  navigable  fince.  He  made 
two  other  voyages,  difcovered  many  bays  and 
capes,  to  which  he  gave  names,  but  returned 
without  attaining  the  principal  obje6t  of  his 
voyage,  though,  like  his  predecefTor,  he  af- 
ferted  the  certainty  of  its  exiftence  to  his  lateft 
hour. 

To  him  fucceeded  Sir  Humphry  Gilbert, 
who  in  1583  traverfed  the  coaft  of  Labradore, 
entered  the  mouth  of  the  great  river  St.  Lau- 
rence, and,  furrounding  theifland  of  Newfound- 
land, kid  the  foundation  of  the  cod  fifhery, 
which  has  been  profecuted  with  immenfe  ad-p 
vantage  to  his  country  ever  fince. 

The  rapid  progrefs  of  difcoveries  in  the 
fouthern  hemifphere,  which  about  this  time 
were  attended  with  vaft  profit  to  the  adventu- 
rers, re-animated  cotemporary  navigators  to 
profecute,  with  more  ardour  than  ever,  their 
cnterprizes  towards  the  north.     The  more  the 
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pacific  ocean  became  known,  the  firmer  the 
belief  prevailed,  that  a  pafTage  into  it  by  way 
of  the  north  mud  certainly  exift,  and  that  who- 
ever could  difcover  it,  would  not  only  immor- 
talize his  name,  but  enrich  his  country. 

The  merchants  of  that   time   were  no  lefs 
eager  to  embark  their  money,  than  the  naviga- 
tors  were  to  hazard  their  peribns  in  any  new 
projeft,  where  the  hope   of  gain    appeared  to 
be   well   founded.      A  company  therefore  of 
wealthy  perfons  in  London  agreed  to  join  a 
company  of  merchants  in  the  weft,  and  to  fit 
out  two  (hips  for  the^difcovcry  of  a  pafPage, 
which  ail  agreed  was  pradicable,  though  none 
could  tell  readily  where   to  find  it.     To  the 
command  of  this  expedition  Captain  John  Da- 
vis was  ttrongly  recommended  as  an  able  navU 
gator,  and  of  a  bold  and  enterprifing  Ipirit. 
Accordingly,  on  the  7th  o£  June,   1685,  he 
fet  fail  from  Dartmouth,  in  the  Sun-Ihine  of 
fifty  tons,  and  accompanied  by  the  moon-fhine 
of  thirty-five  tons,  having  on  board  both  veflels 
forty-two  hardy  feamen.     On  the  19th  of  July 
they  were  alarmed  by  a  mighty  roaring,  which 
was  the  more  terrible,  as  the  fog  was  lo  thick, 
that  they  could  not  fee  each  other  at  a  (liip's 
length.     It  proved  only  the  crackling  of  the 
iflands  of  ice,  which  was  nor  then  very  well 
iinderftood.     On  the  breaking  up  of  the  fog 
they   difcovered  land,  which,  from  its  horrid 
appearance,  they  named  ihe  land  of  defolation. 
On  the   24th  they  were  in  64  deg.   15  miii. 
north,  the  lea  open  and  the  weather  moderate. 
In  this  latitude  they  difcovered  land,   and  con- 
verfed  with  the  natives,  who  appeared  to  be  a 
harmlefs  hofpitable  people,  polite  in  their  man- 
ners,   neatly   habited,    and     not    ill-favoured, 
Thefe  friendly  people,  obferving  that  the  En»- 
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lifli  admired  their  furs,  went  up  in  the  country 
to  bring  down  more,  with  which  they  traded 
with  much  fimplicity.  To  an  adjoining  hill 
Davis  gave  the  name  of  Mount  Raleigh,  from 
which  he  took  his  departure  on  the  8th  of  Au- 
guft,  and  on  the  i  ith  doubled  the  fouthernmoft 
cape  in  view,  to  which  he  gave  the  name  of 
the  Cape  of  God's  Mercy ^  and  entered  a  (Ireight, 
which  bears  the  name  of  the  Difcoverer  to  this 
day.  In  this  itreight  he  failed  fixty  leagues, 
and  on  the  14th  went  on  fhore,  and  found 
evident  figns  of  human  inhabitants,  being  met 
by  a  pack  of  dogs  (twenty  in  number)  that  ex- 
prefTed  their  joy,  as  if  their  mafters  had  been  re- 
turned after  an  interval  of  abfence.  One  of 
thofe  had  on  a  leathern  collar.  The  Captain 
was  highly  pleafed  with  the  promifing  appear- 
ance of  the  new  ftreights,  and  confulting  witii 
the  mafter,  agreed  to  report,  upon  their  return 
home,  that  they  had  found  the  wiflied-for  paf- 
fage  to  the  weftern  fea. 

The  weather  changing  from  temperate  to  ex- 
cefiive  cold,  on  the  20th  it  was  refolved  to  fee 
fail  for  England.  On  the  12th  of  September 
they  fell  in  with  the  land  of  Defolation,  and 
on  the  30th  of  the  fame  month  entered  the 
port  of  Dartmouth,  without  the  lofsof  a  man. 

The  account  Captain  Davis  gave  to  his 
owners  Vv'as  fo  v/ell  received,  that  other  mer- 
chants were  defirous  of  joining  in  a  fecond 
expedition,  and  accordingly  he  was  again  em- 
ployed, and  furnifhed  with  a  much  greater 
force. 

On  the  7th  of  May  he  failed  from  Dart- 
mouth in  the  Mermaid,  of  120  tons,  in  com- 
pany with  the  Sun-fhine  and  Moon-fliineas  be- 
fore, and  an  additional  pinnace  of  thirteen 
pons,  called  the  Norfli  Star, 
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In  the  latitude  of  60  degrees  north  Captain 
Davis  divided  his  force,  ordering  the  Sun-ihine 
and  North  Star  to  feek  a  paffage  between  Green- 
land and  Iceland,  while  the  Mermaid  and  Moon- 
Ihine  ccntinued  their  courfe  to  the  ftreight  as 
before.  In  the  latitude  of  64  degrees,  and 
longitude  58  deg.  30  min.  north  from  London, 
they  fell  again  in  with  the  land,  and  met  the 
fame  people  with  whom  they  had  traded  the 
former  year.  Overjoyed  to  meet,  they  re- 
newed their  acquaintance,  and  while  the  Eng- 
lifh  was  preparing  a  pinnace  to  facilitate  their 
difcoveries,  the  natives  came  in  numibers  to 
carry  on  trade.  As  foon  as  the  pinnace  was 
fitted  for  fea,  Captain  Davis  difpatched  her 
ro  examine  the  inlets  on  the  coafl,  and  to  trace 
their  courfe  up  the  main  land  ;  but  that  was 
productive  of  no  effential  difcovery. 

Though  the  natives  attended  them  with  an 
obfequious  diligence,  yet  on  their  kindling  a  fire 
in  their  manner,  and  ufing  fome  ftrange  cere- 
monies. Captain  Davis  fuppofing  them  to  be 
ufing  idolatrous  forceries,  firft  thruft  the  prieft 
into  the  fmoke,  and  then  encouraged  his  men 
to  tread  out  the  flame,  and  to  fpurn  the  reeking 
coals  into  the  fea.  Unable  to  bear  the  infult, 
the  natives  for  the  firft  time  began  to  fhew  re- 
fentment.  They  feized  the  boat  from  the  ftern 
of  the  Mcon-fhine,  cut  the  cable  belonging 
to  the  Mermaid,  made  prize  of  the  implements 
that  lay  u{:)on  the  fhore,  and,  in  fhort,  declared 
open  hoftilities  againft  the  aggreffors,  who  in 
return  difcharged  their  artillery  among  them, 
v;hich  inftantly  difperfed  them. 

No  civilities,  however,  that  could  be  fhewn 
them,  after  the  indignity  off^ered  to  their  prieft, 
could  ever  after  reconcile  them,  and  the  year 
i^oilowing  they  found  an  opportunity  to  take  4 
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fevere  revenge.  In  the  mean  time  one  of  them 
being  made  prifoner,  was  taken  on  board  the 
Mermaid ;  who,  after  recovering  his  fright, 
trimmed  up  his  darts,  repaired  his  fifhing  tackle, 
picked  okam,  and  fet  his  hand  to  any  thing  he 
was  fet  about  •,  and,  after  a  time,  became  a  very 
pleafaiit  companion  on  board. 

On  the  17th  of  July,  in  latitude  63  degrees 
8  min.  north,  they  fell  in  with  a  continent  of 
ice,  very  high,  like  land,  with  bays  and  capes, 
and,  till  they  examined  it  clofely,  could  not  be 
convinced  that  it  was  a  mere  congelation. 
They  coafted  it  till  the  30th,  when  the  weather 
became  fo  tempeftuous  and  foggy,  and  withal 
fo  cold,  that  the  fnrouds,  ropes,  and  fails  were 
frozen  and  glazed  with  ice  -,  and  the  men,  who 
the  year  before  found  the  fea  open  and  the  wea- 
ther temperate,  became  fo  difpirited,  that  in 
an  orderly  manner  they  addreffed  their  Com- 
mander, and  intreated  him  to  confider  their 
prefent  fituation,  to  have  regard  to  his  own 
life,  and  the  prefervation  of  theirs-,  and  nor, 
through  boldnefs  and  an  indifcreet  zeal  for  a 
hopelefs  difcovery,  leave  their  widows  and  i'j.. 
therlefs  children  to  blacken  his  memory  with 
bitter  curfes.  Moved  with  their  pitiable  re- 
prefentation,  he  difcharged  the  Mermaid  with 
thofe  who  were  moft  defirous  of  returnin<^ 
home,  and  proceeded  in  the  Mooniliine  to  pro- 
fecute  his  voyage.  Changing  hiscourfc  to  reco- 
ver the  oppofite  fhore  on  the  iftof  Auguft,  in 
latitude  66  deg.  33  min.  north,  and  longitude 
70  degrees  weft,  he  difcovered  land,  without 
either  ice  or  fnow.  On  the  2d  they  caft  an- 
chor in  a  fine  road,  and  in  a  day  or  two  were  vi- 
fited  by  the  natives,  who  came  to  traffic.  On 
the  14th  they  fet  fail  to  the  weft  ward,  and  on 
the  16th  changed  their  courfe  to  the  fouthward. 

On 
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On  the  1 8th  they  difcovered  a  high  promontory 
to  the  north-weft,  which  having  no  land  to  the 
fouth,  recovered  their  hopes  of  a  free  pafTage. 

On  doubling  the  Cape,  they  found  the  land 
trending  away  to  the  fouth  in  broken  iflands, 
and  coafting  along  till  they  arrived  at  a  fine 
opening,  in  latitude  ^y  degrees,  they  failed 
ten  leagues,  with  woods  and  lawns  on  each 
fide,  abounding  with  deer  and  game  of  every 
kind.  Here  they  ftaid  till  the  ift  of  Septem- 
ber, and  then  fet  fail,  coafting  along  to  the 
northward,  where  they  were  again  flattered  with 
the  hopes  of  a  paflfage,  by  obferving  a  ftrong 
current  ruftiing  in  between  two  lands  to  the  weft.- 
ward,  v\^hich  they  w&re  very  defirous  of  approach- 
ing, but  the  wind  blew  diredly  againft  them. 

On  the  6th,  returning  to  their  former  fta- 
tion,  five  of  the  crew  fell  into  an  ambufcade ; 
for  having  ventured  on  ftiore  unarmed  in  their 
boat,  they  were  fuddenly  aflaulted  from  the 
\voods,  two  of  them  killed  upon  the  fpot,  two 
grievoufly  wounded,  and  the  fifth  made  his 
efcape  by  fwimming,  with  an  arrow  flicking 
in  his  arm.  The  fame  evening  a  furious  ftorni 
arofe,  which  lafted  till  the  loth,  in  which  time 
they  in  a  manner  unrigged  their  ftiip,  and  were 
about  to  cut  away  her  mafts  by  the  board,  the 
cable  of  their  fheet  anchor  parted,  and  thty 
every  moment  expefted  to  be  dalhed  upon  the 
rocks,  and  to  be  made  a  prey  by  the  favage  can- 
nibals of  the  country  ;  but  the  ftorm  abating, 
and  the  fea  growing  calm,  they  recovered  their 
anchor  on  the  i  ith,  and  made  fail  for  England. 

About  the  beginning  of  Odober  they  arrived 
at  Dartmouth,  where  they  found  the  Sunftiine, 
but  the  North  Star  having  parted  company  in  a 
hard  gale  on  the  coallof  Greenland,  was  never 
more  heard  of. 

This 
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This  undaunted  mariner  had  yet  the  courage 
toundercake  a  third  voyage,  and  then  failed  as  far 
as  the  73d  degree  of  north  latitude,  but  being 
deferted  by  his  companions,  was  forced  to  re- 
turn in  great  diftrefs  to  his  old  port.  Upon  his 
return  he  wrote  a  letter  to  his  patron,  afiliring 
him,  that  he  had  found  an  open  fea  in  latitude 
73  degrees  north,  and  a  ftreight  forty  leagues 
broad,  and  concluded  from  thence  that  the 
paffage  was  moll  certain. 

From  this  period  till  the  year  1610  we  find 
no  farther  attempts  made  to  revive  this  difco- 
very ;  but  in  that  year  Mr.  Henry  Hudfon,  orre 
of  the  moll  celebrated  mariners  of  his  time,  was 
prevailed  upon  to  undertake  a  voyage  that  was 
purpolely  fet  on  foot  to  make  trial  of  his  fkill. 
Jde  failed  April  the  7th,  i6iO,  fleering  di redly 
to  Davis's  Streights,  he  there  changed  his  courfe 
to  the  weftward,  and  ilruck  out  a  new  track  that 
no  mariner  had  ever  failed  before,  which  led 
him  through  the  flreight  that  ftill  bears  his 
name  into  the  great  bay  that  bounds  the  Ame- 
rican continent  on  the  north- eaft,  and  feems  to 
communicate  by  various  openings  with  the 
north  lea.  Here  he  continued  traverfing  for 
almoll  three  months  in  fearch  of  a  paiTage  to  the 
"weflv/ard,  but  finding  himfelf  embayed,  he 
flood  to  the  fouth,  intending  to  winter  in  the 
mildell  latitude  the  Bay  would  admit;  accord- 
ingly, he  is  laid  to  have  wintered  in  latitude 
52  degrees  north,  longitude  b'o  degrees  well, 
where  on  the  ifl  of  November  his  Iliip  was 
frozen  in,  and  being  fcantily  provided  with 
provifions,  the  crew  mutinied,  and  in  the  end 
moft  barbaroufly  contrived,  as  the  writer  ex- 
prefies  it,  to  turn  the  Captain,  the  carpenter, 
and  all  the  fick  men  out  ot  the  Ihip,  who  were 
never  more  heard  of.     After  which  the  leaders 
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of  the  mutiny  determined  to  make  the  beft-  of 
their  way  for  England ;  but  in  their  palTagc 
home  not  a  few  perifhed,  andthofe  who  furvived 
fuffered  unfpeakable  mifery. 

But  notwithftanding  this  difafter,  and  that  it 
was  certainly  known  that  the  Captain  and  all 
who  were  left  behind  were  either  drowned, 
ftarved,  or  murdered,  the  progrefs  he  had 
made  in  the  difcovery  encouraged  others  to  fol- 
low his  track. 

The  next  who  adventured  was  Captain  But- 
ton, a  man  of  great  abilities,  courage,  and  ex- 
perience. Patronized  by  Henry,  Prince  of 
"Wales,  he  failed  in  i6fi,  and  having  pafTed 
Hudfon's  Streights,  purfued  a  different  track 
from  that  of  Captain  Hudfon,  leaving  his  dif- 
coveries  to  the  fouth,  and  fhaping  his  courfe 
to  the  north-weft. 

After  failing  more  then  two  hundred  leagues, 
he  fell  in  with  a  large  continent,  which,  from 
its  mountainous  appearance,  he  named  New 
Wales ;  but  finding  no  paiTage  to  the  weftvvard, 
he  followed  the  diredion  of  the  land  to  the 
fouthward,  till  he  arrived  at  Port  Nelfon,  where 
he  wintered  in  62  deg.  30  min.  north  •,  but, 
though  he  kept  three  fires  in  his  fhip  conftantly 
burning,  and  his  company  killed  incredible 
numbers  of  white  partridges  and  other  wild 
fowl,  yet  many  of  his  men  perilhed  by  the  fe- 
verity  of  the  cold,  which  in  that  climate  was 
almoil  infupportable. 

In  1615  Captain  William  Baffin  undertook 
the  examination  of  the  extremity  of  that  fea 
into  which  Davis's  Streights  opened  a  palTage, 
and  he  fo  far  fucceeded,  as  to  determine  its  ex- 
tent, and  to  difcover  an  outlet  marked  in  our 
maps,  by  the  name  of  Sir  Thomas  Smith'sSound, 
which  is  probably  the  only  communication  be- 
tween 
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tween  our  northern  bays  and  the  great  pacific 
ocean,  which  nature  has  provided,  in  order  to 
maintain  a  general  circulation,  without  which 
it  is  hardly  poffible  to  conceive,  that  the  equi- 
poife  of"  the  globe  could  for  a  moment  be  pre- 
ferved. 

In  1619  Captain  John  Munk,  at  the  inftance 
of  his  Danifh  Majelty,  undertook  this  difco- 
very,  and  arrived  fafe  at  Cape  Farewell,  where, 
though  the  tackle  of  the  (hip  was  fo  frozen  and 
full  of  iiicles,  that  the  mariners  could  not  han- 
dle the  ropes,  yet  next  day  it  was  lo  hot,  that 
they  were  forced  to  work  in  their  fhirts.  He 
entered  Hudfon's  Streight  in  the  month  of  July, 
and  was  forced  to  winter  in  latitude  63  degree3 
20  min.  north,  on  an  ifland  that  ftill  retains  his 
name;  but  the  harddiips  he  endured  almoll 
exceed  belief.  In  May,  1620,  he  found  hini- 
felf  alone  in  a  cave  dug  in  the  earth,  fcarce 
alive,  and  almofi:  morally  certain,  that  all  his 
mariners  were  dead.  As  foon  as  the  weather 
would  permit  he  crawled  forth,  and  found,  of 
all  his  crew,  only  two  left.  By  removing  the 
fnow,  they  found  fome  frefli  herbs  underneath, 
and  by  eating  them,  recovered  from  the  fcurvy. 
Unable  to  navigate  their  Hiips,  they  abandoned 
her  to  the  lavages,  and,  by  a  wonderful  provi- 
dence, got  fafe  to  Norway  in  the  Pinnace. 
Being  a  man  of  uncommon  reiblution,  he  was  ftill 
follicicous  to  perfect  a  difcovery,  which  had 
baffled  the  refearches  of  fo  many  able  naviga- 
tors, and  to  acquire  glory,  by  accomplifhing 
that  which  they  had  failed  to  attain.  He  ai- 
ferted  the  exiftcnce  of  fuch  a  paffage  lo  con- 
fidently, and  laid  down  the  method  of  finding 
it  fo  plaulibly,  that  he  had  perfuaded  the  mer- 
chants of  Norway  to  raile  a  joint  ftock  to  de- 
fray the  expences  of  a  fecond  voyage ;  but  ap- 
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plying  to  the  King  for  his  permiflion  and  pro- 
tection, and  relating  to  him  his  own  fufferings, 
and  thole  of  his  companions  in  his  former  voy- 
age, his  Majeily  told  him,  he  had  already  been 
the  death  of  too  many  of  his  fubjeds,  and 
wondered  at  his  prefumption  to  feek  to  murder 
more.  To  which  Monk  gave  a  quick  reply, 
which  provoked  the  King  to  ftrike  him  over  his 
ilomach  with  his  cane.  Whether  the  feverity 
of  the  blow,  or  the  fenfe  of  the  indignity  was 
the  occafion,  is  not  certain  ;  but  he  quitted  the 
royal  prefence  with  marks  of  ftrong  refentment, 
and  returning  to  his  chamber,  refufed  aflillance, 
and  three  days  after  breathed  his  laft. 

Capt.  Luke  Fox  and  Capt.  Janjes  were  the 
next  who  profefiedly  engaged  in  this  difcovery  j 
the  fiift  in  a  King's  frigate,  vidualled  for  eigh- 
teen months  ;  the  other  in  a  fmall  vefiel  of  feven- 
ty  tons,  built  at  Briftol  on  purpofe ;  vidualled 
and  equipped  by  private  adventurers. 

Captain  Fox  departed  in  the  fpring  of  163], 
traced  all  the  weftern  bays  difcovered  by  for- 
mer navigators,  examined  the  weftermoft  part 
of  Hudfcn's  Bay,  and  returned  in  1632.  He 
pubiifhed  a  pompous  account  of  his  difcoverics, 
which,  however,  was  never  much  regarded. 

On  the  3d  of  May,  1631,  Captain  James 
fet  iii'il  from  the  Severn's  mouth,  and  on  the 
29th  of  June  cleared  Hudfon's  Streights, 
where  he  found  himfelf  lb  pcftered  with  broken 
ice,  as  to  put  it  ous  of  his  power  to  profecute 
his  difcoveries  to  the  north-wcftward,  as  he  had 
intended  -,  he  therefore  ordered  his  mafter  to 
fteer  weft  fouth-wefh,  and  on  the  27  th  of  July, 
after  fuftaining  moit  dreadful  fliocks,  found 
his  ihip  enclofed  fo  faft  among  the  ice,  that 
notwichftanding  it  blew  a  hard  gale,  and  all 
fails  fct,  fhe  itirred  no  more  than  if  fhe  had 
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been  in  a  dry  dock.  It  was  now  than  the  men  firft 
began  to  murmur,and  the  Captain  himfclf  wasnoc 
without  his  fears,  left  they  Oiould  here  be  frozeri 
up  and  obliged  to  winter  in  the  middle  of  the 
fea.  By  an  obfervation  which  they  made  upon 
the  ice,  they  found  that  they  were  in  latitude 
58  deg.  54  min.  north. 

On  the  5th  of  next  month  to  their  great  joy 
the  ice  opened,  and  on  the  6th  they  were  agaia 
in  a  clear  lea.  On  the  1  3th*  feeing  fome  break- 
ers a-head,  and  looffing  to  clear  them,  the  Ihip 
fuddenly  liruck  upon  the  rocks,  and  received 
three  dreadful  fliocks,  but  the  fwell  heaved  her 
over,  and  on  pumping  fhe  made  no  water. 

They  were  now  encumbered  with  rocks,  as 
before  they  had  been  with  ice,  and  in  the  moil 
perilous  ficuation  that  can  be  conceived,  and  fo 
continued  two  nights  and  two  days,  every  mo- 
ment expeding  to  bedaflied  to  pieces.  On  the 
fog's  clearing  up  they  faw  land  from  the  north- 
weft  to  the  fouth-eaft  by  eaft,  with  rocks  and 
breakers.  On  the  i6th  they  weighed  and  made 
fail,  when  a  ftorm  arofe  and  drove  them  within 
fight  of  Fort  Nelfon.  On  the  17th  they  ftood 
to  the  fouthward.  On  the  20th  they  made  land, 
in  latitude  5-7  degrees  north,  where  they  caft  an.- 
!chor,and  call'd  it  the  Principality  of  South  Wales, 

Having  vveighed,  on  the  27th  they  let  fail, 
^nd  in  the  evening  came  in  fight  of  higher  land. 

On  the  29th  they  faw  a  fail,  which  proved 
to  be  Captain  Fox,  already  mentioned.  They 
ipoke  together,  and,  after  exchanging  mutual 
civilities,  parted. 

Captain  James  kept  coafting  along  the  fhore 
to  make  difcoveries,  and  Captain  Fox  made  the 
bcft  of  his  way  for  England. 

The  Captain  now  began  to  think  of  a  con- 
yenienc  place  to  v/inter  in.     In   this  attempt 

they 
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they  met  with  fo  many  difafters,  that  at  laft 
liaving  no  hope  left,  thay  began  to  prepare 
theml'elves  to  make  a  good  end  of  a  miferable 
life.  On  the  19th  they  loft  their  (ballop,  tho' 
lafhed  to  the  fhip  by  two  hawfers,  and  to  their 
inexprefllble  grief  their  boat  was  aimoft  ren- 
dered irreparable. 

Winter  now  began  to  fet  in  a  pace,  the  nights 
long,  the  days  clofe  and  foggy,  the  feas  rough, 
and  nothing  but  fhoals  and  broken  land  to  na- 
vigate. Added  to  all  thefe  the  men  began  to 
ficken,  an  univerial  dejedion  to  prevail,  and  in 
proportion  as  their  diftrefles  increafed,  their 
ftrength  to  bear  up  againft  them  grew  lefs 
every  day. 

On  the  4th  of  November,  being  in  latitude 
52  degrees  north,  they  fell  in  with  an  ifland,  from 
■which  they  found  it  impoflible  to  depart.  The 
men  were  quite  worn  down  with  fatigue,  the 
fails  fo  frozen  as  not  to  be  unfurled,  the  ropes 
congealed  in  the  blocks,  and  the  deck  knee-deep 
in  fnow.  In  this  forlorn  condition  they  built  a 
tent  on  fbore  for  the  fick,  and  in  this  tent  they 
kept  fires  continually  burning  night  and  day, 
but  the  cold  increafed  fo  fait,  that  beer,  and 
even  fpirits,  froze  by  the  fire- fide. 

The  fufferings  of  the  Captain  and  crew  from, 
the  latter  end  of  October  when  they  landed, 
till  the  2d  of  July,  when  they  departed,  are 
hardly  to  be  parelleled. 

This  was  the  laft  voyage  that  was  undertaken 
for  the  difcovery  of  a  north-weft  pafiage,  tiU 
that  of  Captain  Middleton,  already  related. 
From  all  which,  and  the  opinion  of  Captain 
James  after  his  return,  there  is  great  reafon  to 
conclude,  that  what  we  have  faid  of  a  north-eaft 
paftage  is  like  wife  true  of  a  paftage  by  the  north- 
weft,  that  it  moft  certainly  exifts,  but  will  never 
jbe  found  prafticable  for  mercantile  purpofes. 
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